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Dear Shri Pant Ji
I am grateful to you and Shri Sompal ji for giving me the privilege of chairing the Steering Group on "Agriculture and Allied Sectors" for the Tenth Five Year Plan. I have pleasure in enclosing our Report. In preparing this Report, we had invaluable inputs from eleven Working Groups. We also had the advantage of discussing with the Chairpersons and Convenors of all Working Groups. In addition, we were immensely benefited by the advice and insights of the Union Minister for Agriculture, Shri Ajit Singh and Member (Agriculture), Shri Sompal.

The substantial grain reserves currently available with the Government should not lull us into a sense of complacency on the food production front. Leading food policy institutions like the International Food Policy Research Institute and the World Watch Institute of USA have been warning that India will have to resort to substantial food imports by 2020, if we do confront the serious challenges and constraints faced by our hard working farming Community. This is what we have tried to do in our Report.

In contrast to the situation in industrialized countries, where agriculture is by and large a food-producing machine, farming in our country is the backbone of our rural livelihood security system. In addition, self-reliance in our food needs is fundamental to our national sovereignty. Hence, the Tenth Five Year Plan should provide a new impetus to agricultural intensification, diversification and value addition and to creating new jobs and livelihoods both in the on-farm and non-farm sector. Above all. the economic survival and well being of farm families should be the bottom line of our public policies and investment decisions. We have therefore proposed a National Mission for Farmers'. Well-being by providing horizontal linkages among all the ongoing commodity centered. Technology Missions and the Watershed Development and Water Harvesting Missions. We have also suggested methods of remedying regional imbalances in agricultural growth. In all our recommendations, the underlying principle is getting the best out of our existing institutional structures, rather than creating many new ones.
Our recommendations are unanimous except in one area. Dr. C.M. Singh, President of the Veterinary Council of India and a Member of the Steering Committee, does not agree with the adoption of a farming systems approach in agricultural research and education and has advocated the establishment of an Indian Council of Veterinary Research on the model of ICAR. Most of the other Members feel that research and education should not be divorced from real life, where crop-livestock integrated farming is both a way of Site and a means to livelihood. There are a few other areas in agricultural research where some differences in view point exist. Therefore, we have recommended the setting of an
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Agricultural Science Commission to go into all such issues and make recommendations to Government. Technology and public policy are the prime movers of change and we should aim to achieve substantial technological and managerial upgrading of small farm agriculture during the next 5 years.

This is essential for the urgently needed revolutions in productivity and quality. The last year of the Tenth Plan (2007 - 2008) coincides with 60th anniversary of our independence. Hence, we have suggested the organization of a National Grid of Community Food Banks, which can help us to realize Mahatma Gandhi's vision of a hunger free India.

All members of the Steering Committee gave generously their time and shared their vast knowledge. In particular, I must acknowledge our deep indebtness to Shri M.D. Asthana, Principal Advisor (Agriculture), Planning Commission, who served as convenor of this Steering Group and guided us throughout our deliberations.

Our gratitude also goes to Dr. M. Lall, Joint Advisor (Agriculture) and the relevant staff of the Planning Commission for their invaluable assistance.

Our agriculture is at the crossroads. Both internal and external threats to sustained agricultural progress need urgent attention. We hope that our Report will be of some assistance in taking to the right path leading to an ever-green revolution in our farms and fish ponds.                            

With warm regards,

                Yours sincerely
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            (M.S. Swaminathan)

      Chairman, Steering Group

CC: Shri Sompal, Hon'ble Member for Agriculure.
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