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II.
MEETINGS HELD AND INTERFACES CONDUCTED BY THE COMMITTEE
2.1
Meetings held

In all, the Committee met on eight occasions on the following dates:
· First Meeting (New Delhi) 

– 
7th November, 2006
· Second Meeting (Hyderabad) 
– 
27th November, 2006
· Third Meeting (Chennai)

– 
10th December, 2006
· Fourth Meeting ( New Delhi)

– 
16-17th January, 2007
· Fifth Meeting (New Delhi) 

– 
10th February, 2007
· Sixth Meeting (New Delhi) 

– 
27th February, 2007
· Seventh Meeting (New Delhi)
– 
24th March, 2007
· Eighth  Meeting (New Delhi)

–
12th April, 2007

2.2
Interfaces Organized
2.2.1
The Steering Committee interfaced in detail on 10th February, 2007 with (i) the Chairmen and Member Secretaries of XIth Plan Working Groups (12) on Agriculture and Allied Sectors set up for formulation of Eleventh Five Year Plan and (ii) the Member-Conveners of NDC Sub-Committee Working Groups (6) on Agricultural and related Issues.

2.2.2 
The purpose of the interface was primarily to obtain the feedback on the outcomes, both on programmatic interventions and financial implications, which emerged in their Interim/ Final Reports.  

2.2.3    In the Fourth Meeting held on 16-17 January, 2007, Steering Committee interacted with the Secretaries of the selected Departments mainly to appreciate their programmes/ activities, performance in the Tenth Plan and projections for the Eleventh Plan.  The following officials were consulted in detail for the purpose:
· Dr. P.K. Mishra, Secretary, D/o Agriculture and Cooperation.

· Ms. Charusheela Sohoni, Secretary, D/o AHD&F.

· Dr. Mangla Rai, Secretary, D/o Agriculture Research & Education and DG, ICAR.

· Shri Vinod Rai, Secretary, D/o Banking.

· Shri P.I. Suvrathan, Secretary, M/o Food Processing Industries.

· Shri S. Manoharan, Additional Secretary, M/o Water Resources.

· Shri S.K. Pulipaka, Joint Secretary, M/o Agro and Rural Industries.
2.2.4  
Coffee growers representing (i) The United Planters Association of Southern India (UPASI), Coonoor, (ii) The Karnataka Growers Federation and (iii) The Karnataka Planters Association Chikmagalur, Karnataka interacted with Chairman of the Steering Committee on 9th February, 2007.  Shri C.R. Kariappa, Vice President, UPASI and other delegates submitted Memorandum highlighting constraints of Coffee Planters including technology support, market linkages, plantation labour welfare measures and support for Multi State Coffee Co-operatives.  

2.2.5    The Steering Committee also interacted with representatives of Farmers’ Organizations basically to capture their views/ submissions on current farming scenario including the production performance/ constraints, market and price related issues, redressal of farmers distress and farm credit and technology dissemination related issues.  The interface with the following was held on 27th February, 2007.
· Shri Vinod Pandey, President, Kisan Morcha
· Shri K. Vardarajan, Gen. Secretary, Kisan Sabha
· Shri Atul Kumar Anjan, Gen. Secretary, Kisan Sabha and Former Member, NCF
· Dr. Kishen Bir Choudhary, Gen. Secretary, Bharat Krishak Samaj
· Shri P. Chengal Reddy, Secretary, Consortium of Indian Farmers Association
· Shri Hemant Kumar, Karnataka Rythu Sangha
2.2.6
The Steering Committee also interacted with (i) Dr. Kirit S. Parikh and Shri B.N. Yugandhar, Members, Planning Commission (16-17 January, 2007) on the subject matters of Irrigation Management and Rainfed area development strategies respectively and (ii) Ms. Amrita Patel, Chairperson, NDDB on 27th February, 2007. 
2.2.7
Notes submitted by Shri A.M. Gokhale, Special Adviser to Dy. Chairman, Planning Commission (on Jhum cultivation) and Dr. C. Prasad, Former DDG, ICAR (on National Extension Council) were also considered by the Committee in its meeting held on 12th April, 2007.
PAGE  
xi

