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Annexure-18

MINUTES OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HORTICULTURE DEVELOPMENT FOR FORMULATION OF TENTH FIVE YEAR PLAN HELD UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF DR.K.L.CHADHA ON 26TH APRIL, 2001 AT KRISHI BHAVAN, NEW DELHI


The fourth meeting of the Working Group on Horticulture Development including Spices, Aromatic and Medicinal Plants and Plantation Crops for formulation of the Tenth Five Year Plan was held under the Chairmanship of Dr. K.L. Chadha, National Professor, IARI, New Delhi on 26th April, 2001 at Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi.  The list of participants is given at Annexure-1.

At the outset, Shri H.P. Singh, Hort. Commissioner and Member Secretary of the Working Group welcomed the Chairman Dr. K.L. Chadha and the other participants of the meeting.  Thereafter, he briefly highlighted the salient features of the report and said that Executive Summary of the report of the Working Group, which were formulated based on the material provided by the Sub-Groups has been circulated and requested for suggestions to refine the report.


Dr. K.L. Chadha, Chairman informed the Members about the quick exercise carried out in terms of calling of meetings, formation of sub-group, most of whom have submitted their final report.  The final report was, however, awaited from the sub-group  on Plantation Crops II, from whom even the first draft has not been received so far.  He requested the Chairman of the Sub-Group to provide atleast the executive summary as quickly as possible.  The final report from the sub-group on Medicinal & Aromatic Plants and Spices were received on 26th April, 200l, while the Chairman of the sub-group on Plantation Crop-I said that the report will be submitted in a day.  Dr. Chadha, further expressed that in the light of delay in submission of the final reports from various sub-groups, the submission of the report of the Working Group would get delayed by about a month.  He also requested the participants to offer their suggestions on the draft Executive Summary within a weeks time.  The members may give a brief note if they propose to add a new points.

On a querry by Mrs. Lakshmi Venkatachalam, Chairperson, Coffee Board about 

the likely format of the final report of the Working Group,  Dr. Chadha highlighted the chapters and sub-chapters that were planned in the report.  He reiterated the need to provide the compative data with reference to the base year of 1991-92 and l998-99.  The data for 1999-2000 could be supplemented in the text.  Drawing attention to the Executive Summary, he mentioned that it contains the essence of the report in general and would undergo some modifications depending upon the input received from the members.


Shri R.S. Kanade, Director, (Agri.) Planning Commission mentioned that a formal request may be made by the Chairman to the Planning Commission seeking extension of time. He also mentioned that such extension has been accorded to other Working Groups till the end of May, 2001. Shri Kanade informed that the research aspects in the plantation sector covering Tea, Coffee, Rubber are outside the purview of the ICAR.  Hence, the Plantation Crop-I  sub-group should highlight the research aspects in their report.  He also requested the sub-group to give specific recommendation on the price support mechanism for these crops, particularly on the aspect of price stabilization.  Moreover, there was need to highlight the quality and reliability aspect of the data being collected and published in the plantation sector. There was also need to study the technological gaps, labour replacement and skill up-gradation.  He also suggested the need for strong justification for continuation of the commodity boards as well as directorates under horticulture. 


Mrs. Lakshmi Venkatachalam, Chairperson, Coffee Board mentioned that the plantation crops have a key role in biosphere preservation particularly in the Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats and the North Eastern Region.  The plantation crops are supported with legislation under which taxation is a statutory obligation.  As the plantation crops are in contiguous pockets, the enforcement of the Act is more effective as compared to other crops.  Drawing attention about the remarks of Shri Kanade about the justification for continuation of the Boards etc., she mentioned that the views of the concerned organisation should be heard first by the Planning Commission before deciding their closure. She stressed the need for legislation on plant protection measures for all horticultural crops, pest risk analysis including strong quarantine measures to safeguard the interest of the country in the post WTO era. Dr. Y.R. Sharma, Director, IIHR, Calicut supported that since many of the horticultural products have come under OGL, there is  increased risk of importing pests and diseases into the country. Dr. H.P. Singh, Horticulture Commissioner informed that India has one of the strictest quarantine regulations. However, the enforcement agency needs to act strictly. He cited the example of import of floriculture plant material for which considerable difficulties were faced to get the clearance. The need of the hour is to build scientific evidence on the pests and diseases of other exporting countries to safeguard our interest.


Shri K.N. Reddy mentioned that all the programme for horticultural development should be channelised through a single agency.  The National Horticulture Board should take up the reponsibility of marketing of horticultural produce.  Moreover, the production programmes should be linked with market accessability.  There is need to introduce minimum support price, but the agency which will be responsible for  operating the same ned to be identified.  The APMC regulations will have to be modified to allow the smooth market operations.  On this, Shri Kanade mentioned that another sub-group is studying in depth the marketing aspects of agricultural commodities including horticulture which would take care of the issues relating to marketing of horticultural produce.


Dr. H.P. Singh, Horticulture Commissioner highlighted about the study conducted by NDDB based on which proposals have been mooted for the establishment of alternate market having backward and forward linkages.  He informed that NDDB is taking up this project in Karnataka, where APMC regulations have been  amended.  Thlere is group interest in their States too regarding this marketing system.


Dr. Bhaskar Rao, Director, NRC, Cashew mentioned the need for placing Indian representatives in the foreign embassies to keep track of the market trends of exportable commodities. Further, cultivation of Medicinal & Aromatic Plants needs to be taken up as inter-crop in cashew.  Many plants could be inter-cropped along with coconut and cashew.


Dr. P. Rethinam, Chairman, CDB stated that the Macro-Management mode of implementation would not yield the desired results because of lack of focus and monitoring.  He cited the example of Tamil Nadu State which was not willing to take up the programmes of CDB on the plea that they can implement the desired programmes under the macro-management scheme with some diversion from the approved component. Dr. H.P. Singh requested Dr. Rethinam to provide the details for taking up the matter with the Government of Tamil Nadu.  He also requested Dr. Rethinam to prepare a background note regarding the impact of macro-management on the horticultural development programmes.  He also clarified that the monitoring of the programmes under various crops rests with the subject matter Division.


The main recommendations which emerged from the deliberation are as follows:

1. The matter will be taken up with the Planning Commission for extension of time till the end of May,2001 for submitting the final report.

2. The Member would furnish their comments/suggestions on the Executive Summary, if any, within a weeks time.

3. The Plantation Crops II Sub-Group will arrange to submit the final report by 10th May, 200l to the Chairman.  However, the Executive Summary will be made available within a week to facilitate the Working Group.

4. All the reports of the Sub-Groups would form a part of the report of the Working Group.

5. The draft report would be circulated to all the Members by the third week of May, 2001 for incorporating their comments, if any.

6. Meeting of the Working Group would be convened if necessary.  A core group could, however, meet for authenticating the report before submission.

The meting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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