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Annexure-15

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HORTICULTURE DEVELOPMENT FOR FORMULATION OF TENTH FIVE YEAR PLAN HELD UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF DR.K.L.CHADHA ON 29TH DECEMBER 2000 AT KRISHI BAWAN, NEW DELHI


The first meeting of the Working Group on Horticulture Development including Spices, Aromatic and Medicinal Plants and Plantation Crops for formulation of the Tenth Five Year Plan was held under the Chairmanship of Dr. K.L. Chadha, National Professor, IARI, New Delhi on 29th December, 2000 at Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.  The list of participants is given at Annexure-1.

2.
At the outset, the Chairman welcomed the participants.  Thereafter, he explained about the constitution of nine various Working Groups in the Agriculture Sector.  He welcomed the fact that all the horticultural crops including tea, coffee and rubber have been placed under the Working Group on horticulture. He requested for personal participation of all the Members of the Working Group for formulating the recommendation in accordance with the standards contemplated by the Planning Commission for horticultural development programmes for the Tenth Plan.  He also gave a brief History about the progress in the Horticulture Sector and mentioned that it was only during the 7th Plan that a separate Working Group on Horticulture was constituted.  The Horticulture Sector witnessed a rapid growth during the Eigth Five Year Plan and the outlay for this sector was increased to Rs. 1,000 Crores against of Rs. 25 Crores during the 7th Plan.  This tempo has been maintained during the 9th Plan also with an allocation of about Rs. 1,300 crores. 

3.
He further highlighted the significant progress achieved in research as well as development in  Horticulture  in  the  country.  Adequate emphasis was given for the development of quality planting material besides developing infrastructural facilities for minimising post harvest losses of horticultural produce.  However, he  felt  that  much needs to be done particularly  replanting the old  and  senile orchards with good quality planting material.  The involvement of the private sector for meeting the demands of horticultural produce for the community and also ensuring quality produce would be crucial keeping in view the open market under WTO regime.  The small farmers also will have to be reached in an effective manner to achieve the desired goals.  An integrated approach will have to be adopted to strengthen the horticulture in specified areas for specified crops.  Moreover, the unirrigated areas and wastelands will have to be tapped for diversifying the sector.  Medicinal and aromatic plants have immense potential in the country for which there is considerable increase in the demand world over and could be exploited profitably. Moreover, for meeting the growing demands of technical manpower, Human Resource Development will require to be strengthened in the horticulture sector. Dr. Chadha further stressed that each of the terms of reference identified by the Planning Commission for the Working Group would require to be addressed in depth.

4.
Dr. H.P. Singh, Horticulture  Commissioner  explained  that  the  programmes  for development  of  horticulture  during  the Ninth  Plan  included  most  of  the  aspects  for  integrated  and  holistic  development  of  this  sector.  However, the  Ninth  Plan  schemes  became  operative  as  per  the  new  guidelines  only  from  the  year  2000-0l   while  during  the  first  three  years  of  the   Ninth  Plan,  the  programmes  were  implemented  in  accordance  with  the  Eighth  Plan  guidelines.  With  the  launching  of  the  Centrally  Sponsored  Scheme  in  Macro  Management  in  Agriculture  during  the  year  2000-0l,  most  of  the  schemes  of  the  horticulture  sector  have  been  amalgamated  in  the  same  and  the  State  Governments  have  to  take  up  the  activities  through  their  Work  Plan  as  per  priority  needs  of  the  State.  He  also  mentioned  that the  National  Agriculture  Policy,  which  has  been   announced  and  is  being  debated  in  the  Parliament,  lays  great  emphasis  on  horticulture  development  in  the  rainfed  and  irrigated  areas.  In  order  to  achieve  the  goal,  a  mission  mode  approach  duly  addressing  the  issues  right  from  seeds  to  the  marketing   of  the  final  product  will be  necessary.  In  this  context,  maintenance  of  quality  standards  would  require  high  priority.  The  reseasrch  support  in  horticulture  would  need  re-orientation  with  more  involvement  of  the  private  sector.  Attention  will  have  to  be  focused  on  infrastructure  development , human  resource  development  besides  introducing  precision  farming  techniques  for  best  utilisation  of  resources.

5.
Dr.  R.N. Pal, DDG(Hort.)  mentioned  that  research  efforts  have  resulted  in  the  development  of  new  improved  varieties  of  horticultural  crops  and  thle  country  is  in  a  comfortable  position  in  terms  of  planting  material  for  many  crops  like  cashew,  and  a  number  of  fruit  crops.  Attention   would  be  needed  to  introduce  horticulture  on  a  large  way  in  the  wastelands.  Moreover, marketing  system  will have  to  be  strengthened  for  horticultural  produce  in  the  pattern  of   Riyatu  Bazars  in  Andhra  Pradesh.  The  new  varieties  being  developed  by  the  ICAR  need  to  be  popularised  for  large  scale  adoption.

6.
Mr.  Desalphine,  Chairman,  Rubber  Board  stressed  that  processing  and  marketing  of  horticultural  produce  needed priority  attention.  With  the  opening  up  of  the  markets under  the  WTO  regime  we  will have  to  face  stiff  competition    since  cheap  products  from  other  countries  will  be marketed  in  India.  He  also  felt  that  medicinal  and  aromatic  plants  was  a  promising  sector  which  needed to be  developed.   Presently,  many  medicinal  plants  are  being  grown  as  an  inter crop  with  rubber,  but  there  is  problem  in  their  marketing.

7.
Dr.  Vishnu  Swaroop,  Director  of  Research  Indo-American  Hybrid  Co.  stated  that it  would be necessary  to  address the  backward  and  forward  linkages.  The  results  of  the  research  findings  in  terms  of  improved   varieties  and  good  quality  planting  material  will  have  to  be  made  available  to  the  farmers.  Information  Technology  on  horticulture  will have  to  be  promoted  vigourously  for  market  intelligence  and  dissemination  of other  related  information  upto  the  district  and  block  levels.  Infrastructure  for  cool  chain  and  cold  storages  will  need  to  be  developed.  In  the  scenario   of  dwindling  water  availability,  it  will  be  necessary  to  adopt  improved  techniques  like  drip  irrigation,  Human  Resource  Development  should  be  accorded  high  priority,  particularly  for middle  level  management  courses  on  horticulture.  

8.
Shri  R.S. Kanade,  Director (Agri.), Planning  Commission  suggested  that  it  would  be  worthwhile  to  identify  selected  pockets  in  the  country  for  holistic  development  of  horticulture  by  removing  all  possible  constraints  coming  in  the  way.

CONSTITUTION  OF  SUB-GROUPS

9.
During    the  deliberations, it  was  decided  to  constitute  separate  sub-groups  to  assist  the  main  working  groups.  Accordingly,  13 sub-groups  were  constituted for addressing the following sub-sectors of horticulture:

Sl. No.        Sub-Group
1. Fruits

2.                   Vegetables  including  Root  and  Tuber  crops  and  mushroom

3.                   Floriculture

4.                   Medicinal  and  Aromatic  Plants

5.                   Spices

6.                   Plantation  Crops  I  (Palms,  Cashew and  Cocoa)

7.                   Plantation Crops  II  (Coffee, Tea, Rubber  etc.)

8.                   Infrastructure  for  Horticulture

9.                   Exports , WTO  issues, Quality  control  of  Horticultural  Produce

10.                   Organisational    Support  for  Horticulture

11.                  Hi-Tech Horticulture

12.                  Human  Resource  Development  in  Horticulture

13.                  Bee-keeping.

10.
It was decided to Co-opt Shri R.S. Kanade, Director (Agriculture), Planning Commission as a Member of the Working Group.

11.
The  official  and non-official  members  to  be  included  in  the  above  mentioned  sub-groups   and  term  of  reference  were  also  discussed  and  finalised.  The  details  of  the  composition  and  Terms  of  Reference  are  given  in  Annexure-2  to  Annexure-l4  respectively.  

NEXT  MEETING  OF  WORKING  GROUP

12.
It was   decided  that  the  next  meeting  of  the  Working  Group  will be  held  on  25th of  January,200l  at  Krishi  Bhawan.   It  was  also  decided  that  all  the  Chairman  and  Member  Secretaries  of  the  Sub-Groups  will also  be  invited  to  the  meeting  on  25th  January.  It  was  decided to procure  notes  indicating  the  current  status,  programmes of  Ninth  Plan, progress made, constraints, emerging  issues,  interventions  needed  for  the  development  of  horticulture from   National  Horticulture  Board, Coconut  Development  Board,  Tea  Board,  Coffee  Board,  Rubber  Board,  DAC  and  DDG (Hort.), ICAR.

FORMAT OF THE REPORT OF WORKING GROUP
13.
It was decided that the Final Report of the Working Group would comprise of Executive Summary and detailed chapters on Specific sectors of horticulture. The reports submitted by the Chairmen of various Sub-groups  would form a part of the main report as Annexures. The Chairmen of all Sub-groups will submit their reports duly addressing each of the Terms of Reference assigned to them latest  by  February  28, 200l. 

14.
It was also decided to address a letter to all the State Governments to furnish details about the current status of  horticultural crops, progress of Central and State Sector programmes on horticultural development during the last three years, constraints in production and issues which require to be addressed during the Tenth Plan.

The meeting ended with a Vote of Thanks to the Chair.

Annexure-1
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