Annexure 16

MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HORTICULTURE DEVELOPMENT FOR FORMULATION OF TENTH FIVE YEAR PLAN HELD UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF DR.K.L.CHADHA ON 25TH JANUARY, 2001 AT NATIONAL HORTICULTURE BOARD, GURGAON


The second meeting of the Working Group on Horticulture Development including Spices, Aromatic and Medicinal Plants and Plantation Crops for formulation of the Tenth Five Year Plan was held under the Chairmanship of Dr. K.L. Chadha, National Professor, IARI, New Delhi on 25th Jannuary, 2001 at National Horticulture Board (NHB), Gurgaon.  The list of participants is given at Annexure-1.

2.
The meeting commenced with a formal welcome by Shri J.P. Negi, Executive Director, NHB. This was followed by a brief introduction of the participants. Thereafter, the Chairman explained about the constitution of various Working Groups in the Agriculture Sector and observed that some of these Working Groups had relevance to the horticulture sector also, particularly on issues relating to statistics in agriculture, infrastructure, W.T.O. etc.  Referring to his comments made during the first meeting of the WG on 29th December, 2000 he complemented the Planning Commission for framing a comprehensive terms of reference on horticulture. He welcomed the fact that all the horticultural crops including tea, coffee and rubber have been placed under the Working Group on horticulture.  Dr. Chadha, further informed the participants about the constitution of 13 Sub-groups covering different sectors of horticulture duly introducing the Chairmen and Member Secretaries of each sub-group. He mentioned that seven sub-groups would cover different crops while six would address various issues relating to the horticulture sector. He further expressed satisfaction that the Chairmen/Member Secretaries of all the Sub-groups except for the Sub-group on Plantation Crops-II (Tea, Rubber, Coffee) were present during the meeting. He requested for personal participation of all the Members of the Working Group for formulating the recommendation in accordance with the standards contemplated by the Planning Commission for horticultural development programmes for the Tenth Plan.  With regard to the constitution of the sub-groups, he emphasised that all attempts should be made to keep the number of non-official members at a minimum level due financial commitments for meeting their TA/DA etc. 

Dr. Chadha gave a brief history about the progress in the Horticulture Sector and mentioned that the outlay for horticulture development was Rs.3.48 crores during the 4th Plan which increased to the level of Rs.25.00 crores during the 7th Plan. The Horticulture Sector witnessed a rapid growth during the Eigth Five Year Plan and the outlay for this sector was increased to Rs. 1,000 Crores.  This tempo has been maintained during the 9th Plan also with an allocation of about Rs. 1,400 crores. He also elaborated the current status under each sector of horticulture. He expressed that supply of good quality planting material,  popularisation of horticulture among the small & marginal farmers, minimizing post harvest losses, development of quality produce, upgrading of human resources, development of data base in horticulture developments of wastelands by horticulture crop replanting of old plantation which have outlived their economic age are some of the areas which need greater attention. Back yard farming and adoption of cluster approach should receive priority attention. He also stressed the need for focusing the attention on potential crops like litchi  in Bihar and nut crops grown in the temperate regions of the country.

Dr. Chadha called upon the Chairmen of the sub-groups to convene their meeting as early as possible and submit their reports to the WG. He also suggested that all the sub-groups should cover each of the TOR assigned to them. They may also touch upon other related issues which they consider as essential even though not included in the TOR. The first seven sub-groups dealing with horticultural crops may address all the 13 TORs of the WG. In this context a draft proforma for formulating the report of the sub-groups was circulated to the participants. A copy of the same is given at Annexure-II. The Chairmen of the sub-groups should submit the report by the first week of March, 2001. The Chairmen may use the facilities of the NHB or DAC, Krishi Bhavan or Planning Commission to convene the meetings.

Dr. H.P. Singh, Horticulture Commissioner & Member Secretary of the WG gave an elaborate presentation of the background of horticulture in the country. He elaborated on the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) of Indian horticulture and explained the efforts made by the Horticulture Division and the concerned organizations in bringing horticulture to the forefront. The following issues were highlighted by him in the context of Tenth Plan programmes on horticulture development:

1. Production & distribution of quality seeds and planting material of horticultural crops.

2. Development of standards of horticultural produce in accordance with international standards and regulations.

3. Adoption of food safety standards and measures.

4. Promotion of bio-technological approaches for improving productivity.

5. Improving the risk management capability and credit support for horticulture.

6. Reorientation of research support to address the issues related to field problems.

7. Adoption of a mission mode approach for promoting rainfed horticulture.

8. Integration of programme of various Departments and Ministries with mission mode approach.

9. Development of human resources on horticulture with emphasis on team work.

10. Infrastructure development for post harvest management and marketing of horticultural products.

11. Promotion of environmental horticulture in and around cities and townships to ward  off pollution threats.

Adoption of Eco-friendly technology and Organic farming for sustainable production.

Adoption of precision farming techniques for efficient use of natural resources.

Shri R.S. Kanade, Director (Agri.), Planning Commission informed that the facilities of Planning Commission could also be availed for convening the meetings of the sub-groups. He stressed the need to keep the non-official members to the minimum. He also informed about the constitution of a Working Group on Agricultural Statistics and welcomed the recommendations of this Working Group, if any, which could be incorporated by the Working Group of Agricultural Statistics. He expressed the need to explore the potential for horticulture development in the coastal and saline belts of the country. Referring to the TOR, he stated that developmental issues relating to small cardamom should also be discussed by the WG. He also informed that the meetings of the sub-groups could be arranged at Planning Commission. He requested to inform about the meeting at least one week in advance for making the necessary arrangements. 

Dr. Manmohan  Attawar, Chairman, M/s. Indo-American Hybrid highlighted that with the signing of WTO agreement, considerable difficulties are being experienced by the horticulture industry as well as the farmers. The cost of production has gone up and a number of commodities have started entering the Indian market at cheaper rates from other countries which is an area of concern. The farmers do not have a level playing field as the interest rates on commercial lending are high with short pay back period. In the floriculture sector the freight rates are high and our flowers do not meet international quality standards. It would be necessary to develop infrastructure facilities in hinterlands around Bangalore, Delhi, Bagdogra etc. where the minimum required facilities will have to be developed.  He  cited  the  examples  of  countries  like  Chile, Columbia, Sri  Lanka and  Holland  who  could  progress  well due  to  Governmental  support.  In  the  USA  the  repayment  period  of  credit  is  l4-15  years  while  in  India  it  is  5-7  years.  The RBI and  NABARD  should  be  moved  to  increase  the  pay  back  period.  There  is  also  need  to  provide  insurance  cover  for  horticultural  crops.  HRD  is  another  area  which  needs  urgent  attention..

Mr.  Nitin  Gokarn,  Secretary,  Coffee  Board  emphasized  the  need  for  creating  accrediting  facilities  for  organically  produced  coffee  and  other  horticultural  products.  On  this,  the  Hort. Commissioner  informed  that  a  Screening  Committee  has  been  constituted  by  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  which  is  going  into  the  details.  Mr. Gokarn, also  suggested  the  need  for  taking  up  replanting  of  old  coffee plantations, particularly  robusta,  which is more  than  l00  years  old.  He  also  informed  that  Vietnam  has  emerged  as  a serious  competitor  to  Indian  in  the  coffee  sector.  Their unit cost  of  production  is  Rs.l7-Rs.22/-  per  kg.  against Rs.30/-  per  kg.  of Indian Coffee. Moreover,  the  domestic  demand  for  coffee has  been  stagnant.  We  need  to  develop  our  own  standards  for  coffee  to  prevent  large  scale  imports.  Indian  coffee  has  low  okratoxin  A   which  should  be  exploited  advantageously.  There  is  also  need  to  promote  marketing  of  coffee.

Dr. P. Rethinam,  Chairman, CDB  highlighted  the  following  issues:-(i) Area expansion programme for  all pre-revised crops should be at a low key, (ii) More emphasis should be given for rejuvenating the old and senile Plantations, (iii) Compact blocks of 20-30 ha. should be taken up for demonstration purpose; (iv) Multi-crop system of farming should be promoted and  (v) Arecanut should also receive attention for development; (vi) Market  promotion  should  be  augmented; (vii) Organic  farming  should  be  promoted  and  accrediting  agencies; (viii) HRD  in  horticulture  should  receive  priority  attention.  The  network  for  technology  transfer  need  to be  strengthened; and (ix) The  database  on  horticulture  need  to be  improved  and  made  available  without much  time  lag.

Dr. Vishnu Swarup, M/s. Indo-American Hybrids explained that  development of  horticulture  with  reference to the  hills  would  require  attention  in  two  aspects  viz,(i) seed  production  for  temperate  region  and  (ii)  off  season  production  of vegetables from   hills.  The  minor  vegetables  are  also  a  source of nutrition, which need attention  for  development.  He further  expressed  that  the chilly  is being  treated  both  as  a  vegetable  as  well  a  spices.  Dr. K.L. Chadha suggests  that  such  crops  should  receive  the  attention  by  the  sub-groups  on  spices  as  well as  vegetables.  Dr. Swarup emphasized the need to  conserve  the  bio-diversity,  while  taking  up  area  expansion  programme  with  improved  varieties..

Dr.  Sharma,  Director,  IISR  stressed  upon  that  i) development  of

quality  planting  material  should  recover  priority  attention;  ii)  the production
      programmes  should  be  based  on   demand;  iii)  more  emphasis  should  be  given  on  value  addition;  iv)  organic  farming  and  bio-control  measures  should  recover  priority attention;  v)  the technology transfer  programme should receive more  emphasis.      

Dr.  R.P.  Awasthi,  Vice  Chancellor,  Y.S. Parmar  University  of  Horticulture  & Forestry,  Solan  stressed   the  following  issues:-  i) establishment  of  mother  tree  orchards  should  be  taken  up  in  an organized  manner  for  producing  quality  planting  material;  ii) the nurseries should  be modernized  with  latest  facilities  like       polyhouses, micro  irrigation  etc;  iii) high  density  planting  should  be  promoted  and  availability  of  planting  material  should  be  ensured;  iv) emphasis  should  be  for  producing  good  quality  products  which  can  meet  international  standards; v) some crops like  walnut  are  difficult  to  propagate.  Hence special programmes need  to be taken  up  for  promoting  such  crops; vi)  many  of  the  orchards  have  become  old  and  senile   Hence,  they  need  to  be  rejuvenated  on  priority  basis; and  vii) seed  production  programme  for  temperate  vegetables  and  hybrid  seeds  should  receive  greater  attention.

Dr. B.S.  Dhankar, ADG (Veg.Crops), ICAR emphasised  that  seed  production  of  temperate  crops  and  cole  crops  should  receive  priority  attention.  India  has  competitive  advantage  over  Europe  in  this  sector  as  they  are  protected  cultivation  in Europe, is  proving  to  be  costly.  The NSC is involved  in  the  production  of  seeds.  However, there is need for a separate programme  on  seed  production  for  horticulture  sector.  There is  also a need  to  promote  vegetable  cultivation  in  the  peri-urban areas. The nursery production techniques need improvement. model.


During the discussions, it emerged that while  food  security  has  been  achieved  to  some  extent,  we  are  still far  from  achieving  nutritional  security.  The rural population of India is suffering from deficiency of Vitamin A, Iodine, Calcium etc,  which  is  causing  health  problems.  Attention is needed to promote cultivation of green leaves /vegetables to combat anemia.  Similarly, cultivation of other horticultural crops  like  papaya,  pineapple,  carrot,  mango  etc.  need  to  be  linked  with  health  care  programmes.  The  State  Governments  are  weak  in  terms  of  resources  and  technical  manpower.  Shortage of quality planting material is a serious concern.  The infrastructure  available  in  the  states  are  inadequate  and  needs  to  be  strengthened.  There is also  need  to  take  up  need/area  based  research.  There  is  good  potential  in  Tamil  Nadu  for  getting  mangoes  in  the  off  season, particularly,  in  the  coastal  best. The infrastructure for training need  to be  strengthened.  Stone weavil  is  a serious  problem  in  Tamil  Nadu  for  which  no  answer  has  been  found.   On this, Dr. Chadha  informed  that  the  problem  is  mainly  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  mangoes  are  sold  to  the  pre-harvest contractor as a result of which both the orchardist and contractor do not follow plant protection measures at appropriate time.


Dr. M.L. Chaudhary  emphasised  the  need  for  introducing  certification  mechanism  of  seeds  and  planting  material.

Dr. I.S.  Yadav, former Director (IIHR) stressed  that   i)  HRD  in horticulture should receive priority attention;  ii)  infrastructure  development needs adequate attention;  iii)  area specific approach should be adopted;  iv) nursery act should be modified and  implemented; and  v)  the database on horticulture should be strengthened.

Dr. Jagmohan Singh, Director of Horticulture, Himachal  Pradesh  mentioned  that  Water  harvesting,  particularly,  in  the  hills  should  receive  due  attention.  More  infrastructural  support  for  establishing  plant  health  clinics,  integrated  pest  management,  information  technique  and  value  addition  are  also  areas  which  require  focussed  attention.

Dr.  Jagtar Singh Mann, Joint Director of Horticulture, Govt.  of  Punjab  stated  that  the  State  Government  have  carried  out  the  survey  of  the  horticultural  area  in  the  State  according  to  which  the  area  under  horticultural  crops  is  observed  to  be  only  1/3rd  of  the  reported  area.  Marketing  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  in  the  state.  There  is  need  to  create  airport  facilities  at  Amritsar  to  cater  to  the  needs  of  exports  of  horticulture  produce.  There was also  need  to  establish  road  linkage  to  adjacent  countries.  Crops like potato are fetching low price, hence  need  support  price  and  processing facilities.


Dr. S. Maiti, Director, NRC on Medicinal &Aromatic Plants,  Anand  emphasized  that   i)   the  land  use  planning  should  be  oriented  to  tap  the  international  market; ii) umbrella  guidelines  should  be  developed  for  adoption  by  the  Implementing  agencies; iii)  organic  farming  should  be  promoted; iv) seed  production  of  medicinal  plants  should  receive  focussed  attention;  v) about  30  varieties  of  medicinal  and  aromatic  plants  have  been  developed  which  need  to  be  popularised  for  large  scale  cultivation.

Dr.  K.K. Jindal,  Director  of  Research,  Y.S. Parmar  University  of  Hort.  & Forestery stressed upon the need for developing horticulture in the Hindukush  Himalayas.  Weather forecasting needed  attention in this region.


Shri P.M. Chauhan, Joint  Director  of  Horticulture,  Govt.  of  Rajasthan  expressed  that  export  standards  for  seed  spices  need  to  be  developed.  There  is  a  dearth  of  quality  planting  material.  Rajasthan  also  needs  to  be  included  under  the  programme  for  development  of  horticulture in  Tribal/Hilly  areas.   He  also  informed  that  with  the  launching  of  the  "Macro  Management'  scheme, the  State  Government  has  to  bear  l0%  and  repay  20%  loan  portion,  which  is  a  difficult  proposition  for  the  State,  and  will have  adverse effect on  horticulture  development.  The extension  research  linkage  and  HRD  need  to  be  improved  in  the  State. Shri Madan Lal, AARO suggested the need for allowing the farmers to visit different districts within the state under the Training & Visit Programme of the NHB.


Shri S.B. Singh, Joint Director of Horticulture, Govt.  of  Uttar  Pradesh  informed  that  the potato  price  had  crashed  in  the  State  which  is  causing  problem  to  the  farmers.  There is a  need  to reduce  the  cost  of  production  and  increase  the yields  to  gain  competitive  advantage.


In conclusion, the Chairman thanked the participants for their valuable suggestions. He requested the Chairmen / Member Secretaries of the Sub-groups to incorporate these suggestions and recommendations in their reports. He also thanked Shri J.P. Negi, Executive Director, National Horticulture Board for extending all the necessary facilities for conducting the meeting of the Working Group. Dr. Jose C. Samuel, Deputy Commissioner (SWC-E), proposed a formal Vote of Thanks.

Decision Points

· Report by Sub-Groups should be submitted in agreed proforma on or before 28th February

· Chairman/Member Secretary shall present the Report in the first week of March,2001.

· Draft Report should be finalized before 31st March, 200l.
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