Acknowledgements

I thank the Planning Commission for entrusting the Institute of Social Sciences with the task of preparing the State Development Report of Jammu and Kashmir.

I am grateful to Mr. B.K. Goswami for his overall guidance and active coordination of the project. I thank Prof. M. Aslam for taking personal interest in the project and giving constructive suggestions on concepts, theory and substantive issues. I also thank Prof. A.M. Shah and his team of researchers for their assistance in the preparation of the chapter on State Finances and for the field survey done for the sections on Dairy Development, Labour and Women and Child Development. Thanks are particularly due to Ms. Sushma Chaudhry for painstakingly going through the draft report and making valuable suggestions.

I am thankful to the officials and academicians in Jammu and Kashmir and Delhi who spared their valuable time and offered suggestions for the improvement of the report.

This report is particularly significant as it comes at a time when Jammu and Kashmir has emerged from a period of prolonged conflict. We hope the future holds promise of a new era of peace, harmony and prosperity through people oriented development. The team of researchers have, in spite of several constraints and all the logistical problems, done an excellent job on time. A special word of thanks to Dr. Jacob John for writing the Executive Summary and his valuable inputs for improving the report. 

George Mathew

Director

Institute of Social Sciences

30 September 2003








