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CHAPTER III

Socio-Economic and Administrative Development
An Overview

The social, economic and administrative indices provide an overview of the development scenario of a state. This chapter attempts to assess the nature and extent of development in the state of Jammu and Kashmir with reference to these indices. Here the term ‘development’ is used here to denote social and economic indicators which determine the quality of life of the people. Jammu and Kashmir has the characteristics of a backward economic region. The chief characteristics of the state are the predominance of the agricultural sector, low degree of urbanization, inadequately developed infrastructure, widespread illiteracy, high birth rates and low levels of investment. The state ranks among one of the bottom-line states with respect to socio-economic development indicators like literacy rate, infant mortality rate, death rate, birth rate, status of children and women, power consumption, industrial and infrastructure development. Though the number of people below poverty line is only 25 per cent (Planning Commission estimate), this does not reflect the progress of the state in terms of main indicators of development because majority of the people have basic requirements like nutritious food, house and cloth. 


The per capita annual income of the state was Rs 11,591 in 1989-99 at current prices, which is double that of the per capita annual income of Bihar and half of that of Maharashtra. Nearly 80 per cent of the population of the state lives in the rural areas. Agriculture and allied activities employ 70 per cent of the work force and contribute 60 per cent of the state income. Only a small section of workers is employed in the secondary and tertiary sector. This chapter is divided into three sections. The first section deals with economic development and economic infrastructure; the second with social development and social infrastructure; and the third section deals with administrative development. All the sections are further divided into subsections. The following is a brief profile of the three sections which are subsequently discussed in detail. 

SECTION 1

This section examines indicators like agriculture and allied activities, irrigation, industry, labour and employment and infrastructure.   

Agriculture

Agriculture and its allied activities are the predominant sector of the economy of Jammu and Kashmir. The land holding pattern is an important predetermining factor of economic and social development. According to the 1995 Agriculture Census, the average land holding is 0.73 hectare. The only state in India with lesser land holding than Jammu and Kashmir is Kerala (0.33 ha). The number of agricultural land holdings went up after land reform, a positive indicator of development. Out of the total geographical area of 2, 22, 236 km2 lakh hectare, 40.94 per cent was the gross cropped area including the net sown area and area sown more than once. The net area sown was 30.47 per cent, fallow land accounted for 4.30 per cent and area under forest formed 27.23 per cent. Land not available for cultivation was 29.29 per cent.
 Allied activities of the agriculture sector like dairy development, fisheries, livestock and sericulture are also dealt with in this sector.

Industry

In spite of a large natural and human resource base, the state lags behind in industrial development. However, due to environmental factors and its geographical location, setting up of large manufacturing industries with a huge capital base is not possible, although many small and medium-scale industries have come up. According to Industrial Statistics of Jammu and Kashmir, 2000-01 there were 42,808 industrial estates in the state in the medium and small-sector with an employment of 1,87,399. The industrial base of Jammu and Kashmir consists mainly of hosiery and basic metal products and wood and food product industries, which contribute a major percentage of total industrial output in the registered manufacturing sector. The industrial backwardness of the state is reflected by the fact that the consumption of electricity is as low as 460 KwH.

Economic   Infrastructure

The economic infrastructure, to a large extent, is the basis on which the economic and social development rests. The power sector, roads and transport and telecommunication come under economic infrastructure. Jammu and Kashmir possesses immense potential for development of the power sector (based on hydel and solar), but the progress of this sector in the state has not been on a scale commensurate with the possibilities. The total installed capacity in 2000-01 was 537.76 MW and total generation in the same year was 580.01 MKwh. Besides, Uri and Salal as NHPC projects have been commissioned and are generating power. Total units sold to consumers in 2000-01 were 3397 MKwh. In terms of per capita consumption of electricity (KwH) in 1998-99, Jammu and Kashmir stood at 12th position from the bottom at 255 MW. Inadequate infrastructure has hampered the growth of productive sectors in the state. In terms of road length per 1000 sq. km in 1996-97, it is seen that the Jammu and Kashmir figure is the lowest (127/1000 sq km) as compared to Himachal Pradesh (542/1000 sq km) and Assam (872/1000 sq km). The road length for 2000-01 is State PWD 13660 sq. km, other Departments (including BRO) 20,332 sq. km (Digest of Statistics, 2000-2001). The state also has the lowest figure (0.40/1000 sq km) for railways.

SECTION 2 

This section deals with all the activities which affect the social life of the people. The social infrastructure comprising facilities for health and education, women and child development and urban development has been discussed in detail.  


The social infrastructure of Jammu and Kashmir falls behind most of the developed states in India. Taking education and health as the indicators for social infrastructure, one finds that in 1998-99 there were 10515 primary schools, 3507 middle schools and 1466 high and higher secondary schools, whereas the corresponding numbers in the rest of India were quite high.
  This section also discusses the health care, number of hospital and dispensaries per lakh population.

The social indicators here are literacy rate, infant mortality rate, death rate, birth rate, status of children and women and level of poverty and rural development. In terms of literacy, Jammu and Kashmir ranks third from bottom at 54.46 per cent.
 The states with a lower literacy rate than Jammu and Kashmir are Bihar (47.53 per cent) and Jharkand (54.15 per cent). Crude birth rate per 1000 and death rate per 1000 population during 1999-2000 was 13.27 per cent and 3.03 per cent respectively, second highest from the bottom.    

SECTION 3

This section deals with the administrative aspect of development. It attempts to analyze major rural development programmes introduced in the state from time to time. Government and its policies being instrumental in the development of a state. Different government policies in respect of poverty eradication and rural development and implementing bodies like the panchayati raj plus the need for good governance have been dealt in detail.
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