Appendix-A

Points to be Covered in Write-up regarding District Planning Committees and Preparation of District Plans

● District Planning Committees (DPCs)- As mandated by Article 243ZD of the Constitution, each State Government is required to enact their own legislation relating to District Planning Committees. The State Governments may therefore furnish details of the legislation enacted by them in the light of provisions of Article 243ZD of the Constitution a copy of the related Act or the relevant extracts of the legislation dealing with this subject should be provided and the extent to which this legislation is in conformity with the constitution with regard to composition and functions of the DPCs. The manner in which the chairpersons of the DPCs are to be chosen may also be described.

●   Preparation of District Plans – As Constitutionally mandated, each tier of the Panchayati Raj system – village, intermediate and district – must prepare the perspective Five Year Plan and the Annual Plans for their respective jurisdiction. The same exercise is to be undertaken in the Municipalities of each district. The District Planning Committee is required to “consolidate” the plans prepared by the Panchayats and the Municipalities, rather than prepare the District Plan of its own accord. In order to fine tune the plans prepared at different levels and to consolidate them, the State Governments, in accordance with the provisions of Article 243ZD (3) (b), may specify institutions, organizations and individuals, who may assist the Panchayats, Municipalities and DPCs  in preparing plans of  a technically acceptable nature. The State Governments are requested to furnish the details of the instructions, which have been issued to give effect to these arrangements and to reflect the flow of funds in their budgets. The write-up may also include facts such as whether District Plans have been prepared for each District (perspective and annual) and whether these District Plans have been taken into consideration in the preparation of State Plans.  

●    Resource Envelope of the District Plans -  In order to converge the substantial existing development inflows to districts, the District Plans prepared should put together resources channelised from all sources including (a) district segments of  the State Plan, (b) Centrally Sponsored Schemes, (c)Externally aided projects, (d) Untied Funds and (d)  Special programmes such as Employment Guarantee, Rural Health Mission, Grants-in-aid for specific purposes from Finance Commission, Bharat Nirman, etc. 

●   Devolution of Powers – As per Article 243G of the Constitution, the legislature of a State may endow the Panchayats with powers and authority to implement schemes in relation to matters listed in the Eleventh Schedule. The action taken with regard to transfer of functions and functionaries should be indicated along with a note on the decision making process such as who/which body (department, PRIs, etc.) decides which schemes are to be taken up, who chooses the location of projects and the beneficiaries. 

●   Devolution of Finances – Whether the procedure mandated in Article I 243 regarding constitution of State Finance Commissions is being followed and whether as per part (4) of the said Article, memorandum as to the action taken on the recommendations of the State Finance Commission is laid before the State legislature may also be indicated in the note. 
