PEO St udy No. 23

BENCH MARK SURVEY REPORTS ON BANSWADA
BLOCK - ANDHRA, SAMALKOT BLOCK - ANDHRA
AND ERCDE BLOCK - MADRAS, 1957

1. The Study

Speci al surveys were undertaken in all the evaluation centres to
collect nore detailed information on various aspects in order to assess
the position regarding acceptance of sponsored practices as well as
yield information on certain aspects of the rural econony related to the
devel opnment programme at the beginning of project. The survey data were
to be used as bench mark for repeat surveys to be undertaken in future
at specified intervals. This volunmes contains the results of the surveys
conducted in the follow ng three bl ocks.

i) Banswada Devel opnent Bl ock, N zamsagar Comunity Project. district
Ni zamabad;

ii) Samal kot Devel opnent Bl ocks, Kaki nada
Community Project, district East Godavari
Andhra; and

iii)Erode Devel opment Bl ock, Lower Bhavani Community Project, District
Coi mbat ore Madr as.

2. bj ect i ves

To asses the extent to which the inproved practices advocated by the
Community Devel opment and National Extension Progranmes have been
adopted by the villagers and

iit) To obtain insight into the inpact of these programmes upon the
econom ¢ and social life of the rural people.

3. Sanple Size/Criteria for Selection of Sanple

The sanpling design adopted involved two stages. In the first
stage, the sanpling unit was the village and in the second it was
househol d. The Block was divided into 6 strata of nore or |ess equa
popul ati on, the division being based on geographical consideration. From
each stratum one village was selected with probability proportionate to
popul ati on.



The survey was conducted in 6 villages in each of the bl ocks and
survey covered 1196 households in Samal kot Devel opment Bl ock, Andhra,
1145 househol ds in Erode Devel opnent Bl ock - Madras and 1373 househol ds
i n Banswada Bl ock of Andhra.

4. Ref erence Peri od

The survey was conducted between February and June' 1954 and the
data related to the period May, 1953 to January, 1954.

5. Mai n Fi ndi ngs

Banswada Devel opnent Block, M zansagar Community Project, District
Ni zamabad

1. Averagesize of cultivation holding was about
4.8 acres.

2. The nost inportant crops grown were paddy, nung and urad
anong the kharif crops and jowar and gram anong the rabi crops.

3. 35 per cent of the total cultivated area was irrigated.

4. Only 5.5 per cent of the area under paddy was sown wth
i nproved seeds. The use of inproved seeds of sugarcane and cotton was
reported to be confined to a few cultivators wth larger cultivation
hol di ngs.

5. The mjority of cultivators (83.6 per cent) used farmyard
manure. Chemcal fertilizers were used by only about one-third of the
cultivators. The wuse of conpost manure was negligible, only 2
cultivators reported its use.

6. The only inproved inplenment in use was the sugarcane
crusher.

7. The percentage of literates in sanple villages was only 6. 8.
Anong the female population, the percentage was as low as 1.1 against
12.6 anong the mal e popul ation. of the children of school going age i.e.
t hose bel onging to age group 5-15, 12.5 per cent were attendi ng school s.

8. Among the diseases reported, malaria was by far the nost
preval ent, being responsible for 35.3 per cent of the total cases of
illness.



9. About 14 per cent of the houses were entirely kutcha in
structure with mud plinth and walls and roofs made of nud, babnboo,
reed, straw or thatch etc.

10. 19.4 per cent of all households participated in sone
community activity or the other and contributed in all 447 mandays of
| abour and Rs. 1766 in cash.

11. 36.1 per cent of the total households in sanple villages
reported nenbership of cooperative society.

. Samal kot Devel opnment Bl ock, Kaki nada Conmunity

Project, District East CGodavari - Andhra

1. The average size of cultivation holding was 3.5 acres

2. Paddy was the predom nant crop accounting for about half of
the total cropped area.

3. of the total cultivated area, 96.1 per cent was irrigated.

4. 37.1 per cent of cropped area wag under inproved seeds. Use
of inproved seeds had been reported nmainly for paddy and sugarcane.

5. 88.7 per cent of cultivators used fertilizers and manures.

6. 5.7 per cent of the households participated in sone
comunity activity or the other

7. 27.9 per cent of the househol ds reported nenbership of
cooperative societies.

8. Proportion of ' literate population to the total population
was 22.3 per cent. of the children of school going age i.e. those
bel onging to the age group 5 to 15 years, 36.2 per cent were reported as
attending school. The corresponding percentages for male and fenale
children being 40.8 and 31.1 respectively.

9. Anpong the diseases reported, fever accounted for 31.7 per
cent or the total cases of illness.

10. 96.7 per cent of the househol ds owned residential structure.
53.3 per cent of the houses were reported to be conpletely kutcha in
structure.
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11. 81.7 per cent of the househol ds were under debt. Money | ender
was the main credit agency which provided about 69 per cent of the total
anount of | oans outstandi ng agai nst the sanple cultivators.

L1l Er ode Devel opnent Bl ock, Lower Bhavani Community
Project, District Coinbatore -.Mudras

1. The average size of cultivation holding was 5.6 acres.

2. Goup of crops classified as 'other cereals' and which
included mainly bajra and ragi was the nost inportant in terns of area
covered, as about 59 per cent of the total cropped area was under it.

3. The inproved seed had becone popular in the area only for
cotton crop. For other crops, the use of inproved seeds was reported to
be negli gi bl e.

4. 70.9 per cent cultivators reported use of manures or
fertilizers.

5. 39.5 per cent of the gross cropped area was irrigated. wells and
canals were the two main sources of irrigation

6.93 per cent of the cultivators reported ownership of | and.
7. Alnpbst cent percent sanple households owned residential
structure. A |arge nunber of houses were entirely kutcha in structure.

8. 77 per cent of the househol ds were under debt. Money | ender
was the principal source of credit.

9. Only 10.3 per cent of the total nunmber of households in sanple
vill ages particip4ted in community activities.

10. only 7.8 per cent of the total nunber of households in the
sanple villages reported nenbership of the cooperative societies,.



