PEO St udy No. 22

BENCH MARK SURVEY REPCRT ON MALAVALI BLOCK | N
MYSORE AND CHALAKUDY BLOCK | N KERALA, JULY 1957

1. The St udy

Speci al Surveys were undertaken in all the evaluation centres to
collect detailed information on various aspects in order to assess the
position regarding acceptance of sponsored practices and yield
information on certain aspects of the rural econony related to the
devel opnent programme at the beginning of the Project or shortly
thereafter. The survey data were to be used as 'bench mark' for the
repeat surveys to be undertaken in future. This volume contains the
results of the survey conducted in the follow ng two bl ocks.

Mal aval i Devel opnment Bl ock - District Mandya, Mysore

Chal akudy Devel opnent Bl ock, District Trichur, Kerala

2. bj ect i ves

To assess the extent to which the inproved practices advocated by the
Community Devel opment and National Extension Progranmes have been

adopted by villages, and

To obtain an insight into the inpact of these programmes upon the
econom ¢ and social life of the rural people.

Sanple Size/Criteria for Selection of Sanple
The sanpling design involved two stages. In the first stage, the

sanpling unit was the village and in the second it was the household. In
nost of the cased, the block was divided into 6 strata of nobre or |ess

equal popul ati on; t he di vi si on bei ng based on geogr aphi cal
considerations. From each stratum one village was selected wth
probability proportionate to population. In all 1194 households in

Mal aval I'i Bl ock, Mysore and 1, 149 househol ds in Chal a---kudy Devel opnent
Bl ock -District Trichur, Kerala were covered.



4. Ref erence Peri od

The survey was conducted between February and June, 1959 and the
data were collected for the period Cctober 1953 to March 1954.

5. Mai n Fi ndi ngs
Mal aval | i Devel opnment Bl ock, Mysore
1. The average size of cultivation hol dings worked out to 4.8
acres.
of | and.
2. Al'l the sanpl e househol ds reported ownership
3. 96. 7 per cent of the househol ds reported ownership of

residential structures.

4. 80 per cent of the households were in debt with an average
anount of debt of Rs.607 per indebted household. The main source of |oan
was the agriculturist and non-agriculturist noney | enders.

5. only a limted nunber of cultivators incurred expenditure on
fertilizers and manures & they were nostly large cultivators.

6. The percentage of the literates to the total population was
11.3, the corresponding figures for the nales being 20.4 and for the
female as | ow as 1. 8.

7. Anong the diseases reported, nmalaria was the nost preval ent,
being responsible for 20 per cent of the total cases of illness. The
others in order of-frequency were rheumatism dysentery, influenza |,
asthama and typhoid accounting for 10.7% 8.5% 7.3% 6.7% and 4.9%
respectively of the total cases of illness.

8. O the total cultivated area in the sanple villages, only 10.7
per cent was irrigated. Canals were the main source of irrigation
account
9. A negligible proportion (0.4% of the total cropped area was
under inproved seed. |Inproved seed was used nmainly for paddy.

10. Wiile nearly all «cultivators reported use of farnyard
manure, use of chemcal fertilizers was very limted.



11. of all the cultivators in sanple villages, only 6 reported
use of iron plough, 4 of inproved seed drill and 3 of inproved type of
burrows.

12. 32.7 per cent of the total households participated in sone
community activities or the other and contributed in all 1,286 mandays of
| abour and Rs. 914 in cash.

13. 11.9 per cent all of the households in the sanple villages
reported nenbership of the cooperative societies.

Chal akudy Devel opnment Bl ock - District Trichur, Kerala

1. The average size of a cultivation holding worked out to 2.3
acres.

2. About 83 per cent of the sanple, cultivators owned | and.

3. 63 per cent of the cultivators were in debt and the average
anount of debt per indebted household worked out to Rs.496. Agriculturist
noney | ender was the main source of |oans.

4. None of the sanple cultivators reported expenditure on
chem cal fertilizers.

5. O the total cultivated area, 25.2 per cent was irrigated
Wells were the principal, source of irrigation accounting for 61 per
cent of irrigated area.

6. | mproved seeds were reported to have been used to a very
limted extent.

7. Use of Chemical fertilizers was limted, but mjority of
cultivators used farnyard nmanure, green nmanure etc.

8. Hardly any inproved inplenent was being used in the sanple
villages. only one cultivator reported use of an inproved iron plough.

9. Only 6.5 per cent of the sanpl e househol ds participated in
some comunity acitivity or the other

10. only 12.4% of the sel ected households in sanple villages reported
menber shi p of cooperative societies. Participation in co-operative
soci eties was nmaxi mum anong the | arger cultivators.



