PEO St udy No. 119

EVALUATI ON REPORT ON SATELLI TE | NSTRUCTI ONAL
TELEVI SI ON EXPERI MENT (SI TE) - 1981

1. The St udy

The Departnent of Atomi c Energy of the Covernnent
of India entered in 1975 into an agreement wth the
Nati onal Aeronauntics and Space Adnministrati on (NASA) of
the US.A to conduct jointly a Satellite Instructional
Television Experiment (SITE) with a view to provide
informal education to the rural population of India
t hrough an intinmate medi um of conmmuni cati on
Accordingly, the SITE programme was |aunched on 1st
August, 1975. This joint venture of NASA, Indian Space
Research Oganisation (ISRO and All-India Radio (AR
had the objectives of (a) exploring the potential of
satellite for nation-wide comunication through the
medi um of TV and (b) broadcasting instruction programes
inthe field of agriculture, famly planning, education
etc. The SITE programme was introduced in 2400 vill ages
in 20 districts of Rajasthan, Bi har, Oissa, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Kar nat aka

The programmes under the SITE were classified
into two broad categories i.e. (a) educational televison
(ETV) which was neant for the school children in the age
group of 5-12 vyears and (b) instructional television
(1TVv) for adul t audi ence, primarily designed for
neoliterates and illiterates. ETV programe was focussed
to make education nore interesting, creative, purposive

and stinulating and also to create an awareness in the
changing society. The telecasts for adult viewers were

to cover incidents of nati onal inportance, inproved
practices in agriculture, heal th, hygi ene, famly
pl anni ng, nutrition, etc. and sone recreation
pr ogr amres. The programmes were telecasted for a

duration of four hours each day in two transm ssions.
The progranmes were produced after categorising the
target audience into four linguistic groups viz Hindi
Oiya, Telugu and Kannada. The SITE was in operation for
one full year from August 1975 to July 1976 and covered 6
st at es.

At the instance of the Planning Conmi ssion, the
Progranme Evaluation Oganisation (PEOQ conducted an
eval uation study of the Programme in three phases, Vviz,



(i) Bench-Mark Survey during July, 1975, (ii) Concurrent
observation running in three rounds from August, 1975 to
July, 1976, and (iii) Repeat Survey from August, 1976 to
Novenber, 1976. The study was confined to those aspects
of the programes telecasted for adults only.

2. hj ectives
The overall objective of the study was to
understand the inpact of the SITE Programe on the rural
conmuni ti es. The specific objectives, however, related
to:
i) The change in know edge, attitude, etc. in
respect of the wvarious devel opnent a
programmes in the fields of agriculture
ani mal husbandry, health and fanmily
pl anni ng;
ii) The views and reactions of the sanple
respondents about the benefits derived from
TV;
iii) The viewing pattern and the soci 0-econonic
background of the viewers; and
iv) The hardware (nmai ntenance and functioni ng)
and software (programe content) of the
Satellite tel evision
3. Sanple Size/Criteria for Selection of Sample
The sanpling design adopted for the study was a
mul ti-stage one. From each of the 6 States covered by
the progranme, one district with the nmaxi mum nunber of TV
sets was sel ected. From each selected district two
Communi ty Devel opment Bl ocks were chosen with probability
proportional to the nunber of TV villages' in them
From each selected block, 4 villages were selected at
random from the al phabetically arranged l[ist of TV
vi | | ages. O these, the first two were taken as
“observational villages' and the other two were put in
the category of “non-observational villages'. The tota

of observational villages forned about 1% of the total TV
villages. Two™ non-TV villages' |ocated between 15 to 20
kms from the periphery of TV cluster villages were
selected as “control villages' in each of the selected
bl ocks.



The nunber of selected TV observational villages
remained the sane during the first and third rounds of
the Concurrent (Cbservation. For the quick second round,
10% of the total TV villages were selected through
multi-stage stratified sanpling method.

In each selected village, 30 households were
sel ect ed. The househol ds wer e stratified into
three-cultivators, |abourers and others-on the basis of
the principal occupation of the head of the househol d.
The households were selected systematically from the
first stratum (cultivator househol ds) and randomy from
the strata of |abourers and others. A total of 2160
househol ds were selected in 6 st at es. However ,
i nformati on was collected only from 2140 househol ds as 20
househol ds were dropped on account of death or nigration
to other villages.

4, Ref erence Peri od

The reference period, conbined for the three
phases of study, ranged from August, 1975 to July 1976
i.e., the period for which the experinment was done.

5. Mai n Fi ndi ngs

1. The rmaxi num percentage of TV Sets (70%
functioned in the nonth of August, 1975. The position
deteriorated in the subsequent peri od. Failure in
electricity supply and hardware defects were the factors
mai nly responsible for the non-functioning of TV sets.
The loss of viewing days was greater in Bihar, Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh than in the other three states.

2. The tine allocated for the devel opnent
progranmmes varied from17%to 30% O this, three-fourth
of the time was for progranmes on agriculture and health.
Over 2/5th of the (total) programes telecasted dealt
with agriculture and nearly 1/3rd with health.

3. 78%of the devel opnent programes observed by
the P.E.O field teans were rated as good and over 90% as
relevant to the local situations. About three-fourth of
the respondents felt that the devel opnment progranmes
were, on the whole, useful and conforned to the |I|oca
conditions. Over one-fourth of the viewers could acquire
detailed know edge of the new practices showmn on the
t el evi si on.

4. Nearly 52% of the viewers were in favour of
applying the new know edge gai ned. About 34% of them
want ed government's assistance in terns of credit,
supplies, etc. for the application of the new know edge
87%were willing to try these practices with the present
information while the rest of them asked for



suppl ementary information

5. Size of audience per TV set declined fromthe
range of about 200 to 600 persons in the first round to
about 60 to 80 persons in the third round. The overall
decline was 59% More than 1/3rd of the respondents
mssed the telecast due to their pre-occupation wth
donestic or agricultural work while another 1/4th m ssed
it because of indifferent health and fatigue.

6. About two-third of the total audi ence
consisted of adults, wth nen constituting nore than
2/5th of the total and wonmen about 1/4th. The remaining
1/3rd were children. During the third round of the
survey, only 1/3rd of the adult househol d nenbers were
Vi ewers.

7. The departnmental extention nmachinary did not
adequately participate in the TV programes; nor did it
performits clarificatory and supporting role.

8. @Gin in know edge and attitude per respondent
was the highest in the field of agriculture followed by
famly planning, aninmal husbandry and health. This was
mai nly because of the nunerical nmajority of cultivators
inthe rural areas. Knowl edge and attitude inproved
invariably with the viewing of TV

9. At the end of the SITE progranme, a
substantial nunber of respondents opi ned that t he
government took greater interest in pronoting the welfare
of the poorer sections by disbursing [oans and giving
other facilities nore liberally than before.

10. After the introduction of the SITE
progranmme, sone benefits of watching television like the
learning of new things about agriculture and allied
fields, know edge about the happenings in other places,
i nformati on about the governnmental efforts to pronote the
wel fare of the poor, entertai nment and information
regarding availability of loans and other facilities to
villagers than before were recogni zed. Even occasional
vi ewers got their out | ook broadened and changed
consi derabl y.



