PEO St udy No. 82

FI ELD REPORTI NG ON THE WORKI NG OF SCHEMES
RELATI NG TO SMALL FARMERS | N FAM NE AFFECTED
DI STRI CTS OF WESTERN RAJASTHAN - 1970

1. The St udy

During the late 1960s, the farmers of Western
Raj asthan had to cope up with a lot of hardships in terns
of conplete dependence on nonsoon, lack of irrigation

facilities, small cultivable land holdings, unfertile
sandy soil, shortage of agricultural inplenments, poor and
under f ed livestock, shortage of credit, | ack of

of f-season enploynment opportunities, distant marketing
facilities, poor neans of transport and comunication
and, above all, abysmal poverty and illiteracy. Thei r
plight was conpounded by regular fanmine and scarcity
conditions caused by |lack of drinking water, food and
f odder. Al this led to the migration of human and
cattle populations which resulted in the sufferings of
unsettled life.

The Programme Eval uati on Organi sation as part of
its periodic field reporting undertook a study during
March-July, 1970, on the working of the schenes relating
to small farmers in 4 fanmine affected districts of
Western Rajasthan with a viewto assess their problens
and requirements and to see as to howfar the schenes
were successful in inmproving the living conditions of the
small cultivators of the selected districts.

2. hj ect i ves

i) To study the specific problens of the area
and the inpact of famne and scarcity
conditions on the rural econony;

ii) To ascertain the specific problenms and
requirenments of small cultivators; and

iii) To exami ne the extent to which they derived
benefits of the facilities provided by
vari ous governmental and non-governnenta
agenci es.

3. Sanple Size/Criteria for Selection of Sanple
The four selected districts included A ner,

Nagaur, Jodhpur and Sirohi. Fromeach selected district,
two bl ocks were chosen keeping in viewthe intensity of



scarcity conditions and the highest percentage of
affected vill ages. Three villages were selected from
each chosen block wth probability proportional to the
popul ation affected by fam nes. 10 cultivators with the
small est land holdings were selected from each chosen
vill age. The 240 small cultivators who were chosen from
the 24 selected districts constituted about 7.8%of the
total population of the 8 sel ected bl ocks.

4, Ref er ence Peri od

The field work of the study was initiated in
March, 1970 and conpleted in July, 1970. Mst of the
data were collected for the three year period, 1967-68 to
1969- 70.

5. Mai n Fi ndi ngs

1. 80.5% of the villages in the selected
districts wer e af fected by fam ne and scarcity
condi tions.

2. O the selected farners, 27.5% owned hol di ngs
of size less than one acre, 49.2% owned 1 to 5 acres and
the renmai ning 23.3% owned 5 acres and above.

3. Only 7% of the gross cropped area of the
selected farners was under irrigation. Mre than 1/3 rd
of the area owned by small farners with holdings |Iess
than 2.5 acres was under irrigation. Two nmajor sources
of irrigation were wells and village tanks and ponds. No
attenpt at providing irrigational facilities in the
sel ected bl ocks of Jodhpur district was recorded.

4. Wher ever irrigation facilities wer e
avai l abl e, nore than one crop was grown. Principal crops
in the order of area commanded by themincluded bajra
mai ze, jowar, wheat and barl ey.

5. The official and non-official agencies which
extended financial assistance for the devel opnent of
agriculture included State Bank  of I ndi a, ot her
nationalised comercial banks, land nortgage banks,
co-operative societies and Agricul tural Depart nent
(through Panchayat Sanmiti). However, nost of the fruits
of financial assistance were grabbed by | arge and medi um
farmers. Small farners were negl ected because they could
not offer any tangible securities.

6. No land reclamation work was reported from
Jodhpur and Sirohi districts. O the total reclained
I and, 80.5% was in Ajnmer district and the remmant was in
Nagpur district.



7. In the selected districts, use of electricity
for agricultural purposes was not reported. It was used
negligibly for domestic purposes.

8. Every seventh nmenber of the selected sanple
was reported to be a menber of one or other co-operative
soci eti es.

9. Lack of finances, small sized holdings and
lack of water were the nmain problens reported by the
farmers in the region



