Preface
The KBK region of Orissa comprising of the undivided Koraput, Bolangir and Kalahandi districts was again reorganized and subdivided into 8 revenue districts namely,  Koraput,  Rayagada, Nawrangpur, Malakangiri, Bolangir, Sonepur, Kalahandi and Nuapada. This region of the State has been suffering from massive poverty and under development  due to its geographical as well as historical reasons. As per 2001 census the total population of KBK district is 72,490,691 which accounts for  19.80 % population covering over 30.60% geographical area of the state. 89.95% people of this region still live in villages.  Lower population density (153 persons / sq.km) in comparison to 236 for Orissa indicates difficult living conditions and an undeveloped economy.  Tribal communities dominate this region.  As per 2001 Census, about 38.41% people of these districts belong to the Scheduled Tribes (ST) communities including four primitive tribal groups (PTG), i.e., Bondas, Dadai, Langia Sauras and Dangaria Kandhas.  44 CD blocks are included in Tribal Sub Plan (TSP).  In addition, 16.25% population belong to the Scheduled Castes (SC) communities as per 2001 Census.  Literacy rates are also far below the State as well as National averages.  Female literacy is only 29.10%.

Keeping in view the acute and mass poverty and under development  of the KBK region, a Revised Long Term Action Plan (RLTAP), an extension of Long Term Action Plan (LTAP), was launched for a period of 9 years from 1998-99 to 2006-07 with a total outlay of Rs. 6251.06 crore for the overall development of the area. The main features of the RLTAP was to adopt an integrated approach for speeding up the socio-economic development of KBK districts by combining the various developmental activities and programmes being undertaken by the Central and State Governments. The objective of the RLTAP for the KBK districts were :
(i) drought proofing, 

(ii)  poverty alleviation, mobilizing local inhabitants on participatory development approach and improvement of infrastructure in rural areas 

(iii) improved quality of life for the local people.

As RLTAP was a time-bound plan for effective and result oriented development of the area, a new base of infrastructure and services have been created and maintained while implementing the programme. 
At the instance of Planning Commission, the Programme Evaluation Organisation (PEO) outsourced the Evaluation study on RLTAP to Agricultural and Rural Development Consultancy Society (ARDCOS), Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar, Orissa to look into the real achievement of the objectives. The study was initiated in February, 2006 covering all the eight districts coming under KBK region. The components selected for detailed study were :
1. 40 Seated Hostel for S.C / S.T Girls 

2. Mobile Health Units (MHU) 
3. Emergency Feeding 
4. Afforestation 

5. Biju Krushak Vikash Yojana (BKVY) 
6. Watersheds 
7. Rural Connectivity 
8. Rural Water Supply Project
The presentation on the findings of the study was made by a team consisting of Dr. Gyana Chandra Kar, Sri Lokanath Sarangi and Dr. Arati Nanda  of ARDCOS under the Chairmanship of Member (Evaluation) and in the presence of Deputy Chairman at Planning Commission on 20th October, 2008. The draft report was revised by the Institute after addressing the issues that emerged during the presentation. 

The study received constant support and encouragement from Hon’ble Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, Member (Evaluation), Secretary, Planning Commission, Government of India.

The design of the study was prepared by Dr. R.C. Dey, Director (PEO), Shri K.N. Pathak, Deputy Adviser (SD&TC), Smt Indu Patnaik, Deputy Adviser (MLP) and  Smt Deepti Srivastava, SRO (PEO) under supervision of Shri V.K. Bhatia and Smt. Sudha P. Rao  the then Advisers of PEO. The study was also coordinated and finalised with the efforts of Smt. G. Mukherjee, Director, REO, Kolkatta, Shri S. Pradhan, SRO, PEO, Bhubaneswar, Shri Vipin Kumar, Economic Officer and Shri Bhuwan Chander, Economic Investigator of PEO, HQs under my guidance. Shri U.K. Verma, Economic Investigator, Shri K.S. Meena and Shri D.S. Sajwan, Tab. Clerks of PEO were also associated in completing the report.  
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