CHAPTER - II

PROFILE OF STUDY AREA
1.
Administrative Units:

The KBK region, prior to 1994, comprised of 3 tribal dominated districts of Orissa namely, Koraput, Bolangir and Klahanie. These districts locations are in western and southern parts of Orissa were divided into 8 districts in 1992-93. These newly constituted districts are Koraput, Malkangiri, Nawarangpur and Rayagada (constituent parts of erstwhile Koraput district), Kalahandi and Nuapada (constituent parts of erstwhile Kalahandi district) and Balangir and Subarnapur (constituent parts of erstwhile Balangir district). The details of administrative set up in the districts of the KBK region are presented in the following Table No: 2.1.

Table No: 2.1

Administrative Units in the KBK Region.

	Sl.No
	District
	Sub-Divns.
	Blocks
	TSP
	GPs
	Villages

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.
	Balangir
	3
	14
	0
	285
	1,794

	2.
	Kalahandi
	2
	13
	2
	273
	2,236

	3.
	Koraput
	2
	14
	14
	226
	2,028

	4.
	Malkangir
	1
	7
	7
	108
	1,045

	5.
	Nawarangpur
	1
	10
	10
	169
	901

	6.
	Nuapada
	1
	5
	0
	109
	663

	7.
	Rayagada
	2
	11
	11
	171
	2,667

	8.
	Subarnapur
	2
	6
	0
	96
	959

	
	Total
	14
	80
	44
	1,437
	12,293


    Source: Annual Action Plan, under RLTAP for KBK districts 2006-07, 

                 Govt. of Orissa,

     Note: TSP-Tribal Sub-Plan, Blocks, GP-Gram Panchayat, Sub-Divn- Subdivision

2.
Area and Population:

The 8 districts in the KBK region account for about 30.6 % of the State’s total geographical area and 19.8 % of the total population of the State. The district wise area and the composition of population according to social class in the KBK region vis-à-vis that of the State of Orissa is presented below vide Table No: 2.2.
Table No: 2.2

Area and Population in KBK Districts.

	Sl.No
	District
	Geogra-

phical

Area 
(Sq Km)
	Total Popn
	Percen-

tage of

Rural Popn
	Percen-tage of

SC Popn
	Perce-ntage of

ST

Popn
	Popn Density

(per sq/

k.m)

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)

	1.
	Balangir
	6,575
	1,337,194
	88.46
	16.92
	20.63
	203

	2.
	Kalahandi
	7,920
	1,335,494
	92.50
	17.67
	28.65
	168

	3.
	Koraput
	8,807
	1,180,637
	83.19
	13.04
	49.62
	134

	4.
	Malkangir
	5,791
	504,198
	93.13
	21.35
	57.43
	183

	5.
	Nawarangpur
	5,291
	1,025,766
	94.22
	14.10
	55.03
	192

	6.
	Nuapada
	3,852
	530,690
	94.34
	13.62
	34.71
	138

	7.
	Rayagada
	7,073
	831,109
	86.11
	13.92
	55.76
	116

	8.
	Subarnapur
	2,337
	541,835
	92.61
	23.62
	9.78
	231

	
	KBK districts
	47646
	7286923
	89.95
	16.26
	38.41
	152

	
	Orissa
	155707
	36804660
	85.01
	16.53
	22.13
	236


Source: 1. District Statistical Hand Books, 2. Census 2001. 

While the percentage of Scheduled Tribes to the total population of the State is 22.13, the same within the KBK region is 38.41. 

About 38.41 per cent of the population of the KBK region is Scheduled Tribes and some of the primitive tribes like Bondas, Dadais, Lanjia Sauras and Dangaria Kondhas reside in this region. The tribal population of this region is much above the state average of 22.13 per cent. The SC population of this region is more or less equal to the state average of 16.53 per cent (it is 16.26 per cent for KBK region). The population density of the KBK region is 152 per sq km as against a State population density of 236 which indicates that the region is sparsely populated because of the topography with vast stretches of undulated land. The terrain is difficult to negotiate without planned and all weather roads. The land mass is badly affected due to rivers, rivulets and streams that spate suddenly with rain. Since the region has a vast stretch of stagnant water and unhygienic surrounding, it has become the breeding ground for mosquitoes, responsible for causing cerebral malaria (brain malaria) a major sickness concern of the region.  
3.
Quality of Life:

The Human Development Index (HDI) of a region gives us a fair idea of the quality of life enjoyed by the people living in this region. District wise literacy, percentage of people living below poverty line and the Human Development Index (HDI) in the KBK region is presented below vide Table No: 2.3.  

Table No: 2.3

Few Indicators of Quality of Life in KBK Region.

	Sl.

No.
	District
	Literacy (%)
	% of BPL 1997
	HDI of 2004
	HDI rank among 30 dists

	
	
	Male
	Female
	Total
	
	
	

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)

	1.
	Balangir
	71.67
	39.51
	55.70
	61.06
	0.546
	21

	2.
	Kalahandi
	62.66
	29.27
	45.94
	62.71
	0.606
	11

	3.
	Koraput
	47.20
	24.26
	35.72
	83.81
	0.431
	27

	4.
	Malkangir
	40.14
	20.91
	30.53
	81.88
	0.370
	30

	5.
	Nawarangpur
	46.70
	20.67
	33.93
	73.66
	0.436
	26

	6.
	Nuapada
	58.45
	25.79
	42.00
	85.70
	0.581
	14

	7.
	Rayagada
	48.18
	24.56
	36.15
	72.03
	0.443
	25

	8.
	Subarnapur
	78.94
	46.12
	62.84
	73.02
	0.566
	16

	
	KBK Region
	57.55
	29.10
	43.33
	71.97
	-
	-

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Orissa
	75.35
	50.51
	63.08
	66.37
	0.579
	-


Source: (1). Census 2001, (2). Human Development Report, 2004.

Total literacy in this region is very low being 43.3 per cent on an average which is far below the State average of 63.08 per cent as per 2001 census. Female literacy is extremely low for the region being 29.1 per cent as against the State average of 50.51 per cent. The BPL Census 1997 revealed that the percentage of people living below the poverty line is more in the KBK region as compared to the State average. In terms of Human Development Index, except Kalahandi, Nuapada and Subarnapur, the quality of life enjoyed by all other districts in the region is lower than the overall quality of life enjoyed in the State.

4.
Education Profile of the Tribal Population:

Illiteracy stands as the greatest hurdle in ensuring adequate access to various development opportunities available among STs. The tribal literacy in Orissa has been very low all along and 38.41 per cent of the population in the KBK region belongs to Scheduled Tribe category. The female literacy among the tribal women is even lower. For appreciating the gravity of the situation, the total literacy and the female literacy in the State as well as that among the Scheduled Tribe over the last four decade is presented below vide Table No: 2.4. 

Table No: 2.4.

The Total Literacy and Tribal Literacy in Orissa.

                                                                                         (In per cent)

	Year
	Orissa
	Schedule Tribe
	KBK Region

	
	Total
	Female
	Total
	Female
	Total
	Female

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)

	1971
	26.18
	13.92
	9.46
	2.58
	-
	-

	1981
	35.37
	21.12
	13.96
	4.76
	-
	-

	1991
	51.77
	36.54
	18.10
	8.29
	29.24
	15.87

	2001
	63.08
	50.51
	51.48
	23.37
	43.33
	29.10


Source: Relevant Population Census.

Apart from very low literacy rate among the tribal women, the percentage of out of school girls and the dropout rates among the tribal girls is further disturbing. The drop out rates among the girls in general and the same among the tribal girls at primary and upper primary levels over a 10- year period ending 2004-05 are presented below vide Table No: 2.5.

Table No: 2.5.

Drop Out Rates among Girls at Primary and Upper Primary Levels.


     (In per cent)
	Year
	Primary
	Upper Primary

	
	All Girls
	Tribal Girls
	All Girls
	Tribal Girls

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)

	1995-96
	52.4
	74.7
	72.8
	84.2

	1996-97
	51.1
	74.1
	66.0
	79.7

	1997-98
	50.5
	71.3
	64.7
	78.1

	1998-99
	42.4
	68.3
	64.0
	78.0

	1999-00
	42.2
	67.9
	63.8
	77.1

	2000-01
	41.4
	66.5
	61.1
	76.0

	2001-02
	40.0
	65.0
	60.5
	80.3

	2002-03
	36.1
	57.4
	60.5
	78.5

	2003-04
	35.4
	56.6
	58.6
	98.5

	2004-05
	32.7
	56.0
	50.1
	72.0

	2005-06*
	3.3
	5.0
	9.9
	14.5


         Source: Compiled from Orissa Human Development Report 2004 and

                      (ii) Orissa Economic Survey 2005-06 and 2006-07 (figures for 2005-06

                       are based on the Orissa Child Census 2005).

The factual information presented in the above table reveals that the overall dropout rate among the girls at primary level was as high as 52.4 per cent which was 74.7 per cent among the tribal girls and the overall dropout rate among the girls at upper primary level was as high as 72.8 per cent which was 84.2 per cent among the tribal girls in 1995-96. Over the years, there has been a slow decline in the drop out rates for girls both at primary and upper primary levels. However, the proportion is still very high among the tribal girls. As per 2004-05 data, the drop out rates among primary girls is 32.7 per cent and 50.1 for upper primary level against which the drop out rates among tribal girls are 56.0 per cent and 72.0 per cent respectively. The dropout rates is also higher among the tribal girls as compared to total girls during 2005-06 even though the source is different.

5.
Health Care Facilities:

The total number of medical institutions in the State as on 2006 was 1791 and the total sub-centre were 5927. The total number of beds available in 2006 was 13936. However, the health care facilities available in the KBK districts are comparatively lower than that of the State as a whole. More over the KBK districts are more prone to Malaria. The Table No: 2.6 presented below reveals the factual position.

Table No: 2.6

District wise Health Care Facilities in the KBK Region: 2006.
	Sl.No
	District
	Popn
(lakh)
	Med

Inst +
MHUs
	Sub-
Centres
	Hosp
Beds
	Beds
per lakh
Popn
	Malaria Deaths
2001 to 2005

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	Per lakh

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)

	1
	Balangir
	13.37
	75
	203
	438
	33
	6
	0.45

	2
	Kalahandi
	13.35
	76
	213
	491
	37
	35
	2.62

	3
	Koraput
	11.81
	80
	253
	349
	30
	112
	9.48

	4
	Malkangiri
	5.04
	49
	134
	286
	56
	124
	24.60

	5
	Nawarangpur
	10.26
	61
	222
	236
	23
	38
	3.70

	6
	Nuapada
	5.31
	29
	85
	158
	28
	63
	11.86

	7
	Rayagada
	8.31
	61
	200
	225
	27
	57
	6.86

	8
	Subarnapur
	5.42
	33
	76
	153
	28
	0
	0.00

	
	KBK Region
	72.87
	464
	1356
	2336
	32
	435
	5.97

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Orissa
	368.05
	1791
	5927
	13936
	37
	1635
	4.44


Source: Conference of CDMOs 2006.

 The table reveals that the medical institutions per lakh of population in the KBK region were 6 (including the 90 MHUs established under the RLTAP) and 5 excluding the MHUs against the State average of 5. The availability of hospital beds per lakh of population in the KBK region is 32 against a State average of 37. The major concern of the KBK region is lack of accessibility of the people to the health services available around and the preponderance of malaria attack in the region. It is evident on the basis of available data that the number of malaria deaths during the 5 years from 2001 to 2005 per lakh of population in the KBK region was of the order of 5.97 against the State average of 4.44.

6.
Level of Backwardness:

In 1994, the Committee on the Constitution of Separate Development Board in Orissa (Known as P C Ghadei Committee) in its report had given a description of the degree of backwardness of the blocks in the State. The Committee have identified 82 out of 314 blocks in the State as very backward. Out of 82 very backward blocks in the State, 53 were situated in the KBK region. In determining the degree of backwardness of a block the Committee used many development indicators viz (i) density of population, (ii) percentage of agricultural workers to total main workers, (iii) net area sown per agricultural worker, (iv) percentage net irrigated area to net area sown, (v) percentage of cropping intensity, (vi) percentage of literacy, (vii) number of primary schools per lakh population, (viii) percentage of villages connected with all weather roads, (ix) percentage of villages electrified, (x) percentage of problem villages provided with safe drinking water facility, and (xi) number of medical institutions per lakh population. The district-wise picture of very backward blocks in the KBK region as identified by the Committee is presented vide Table No: 2.7 given below.

Table No: 2.7

District-wise Very Backward Blocks in KBK Region.

	Sl.No
	District
	Total Blocks
	Very Back-ward Blocks
	% to Total

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)

	1
	Balangir
	14
	10
	71.42

	2
	Kalahandi
	13
	8
	61.54

	3
	Koraput
	14
	9
	64.28

	4
	Malkangir
	7
	5
	71.43

	5
	Nawarangpur
	10
	5
	50.00

	6
	Nuapada
	5
	4
	80.00

	7
	Rayagada
	11
	9
	81.82

	8
	Subarnapur
	6
	3
	50.00

	
	KBK Region
	80
	53
	66.25

	
	Rest of Orissa
	234
	27
	11.54

	
	Orissa
	314
	82
	26.11


The above table reveals that more than 66 per cent blocks in the KBK region are very backward as against 26.11 per cent in the State as a whole and 11.54 per cent in the rest of Orissa. The degree of backwardness of a region is inversely proportional to the level of development of infrastructure and social amenities available in the region as well as the level of access of the local people to development opportunities available around them. 

7.
Cultivable Area:

The total cultivable area of the KBK region is 18.80 lakh ha of which 10.78 lakh ha (57.34%) is high land. Paddy, the principal crop is grown in only 10.49 lakh ha (55.78%) of the total cultivable area. The district wise category of cultivable land and the land under paddy cultivation in the KBK region is give below vide Table No: 2.8.

Table No: 2.8

District wise Category of Cultivable Land and Paddy Area
(Area in 000’ ha)

	Sl.No
	District
	Cultivable Land Category
	Paddy Area

	
	
	High
	Medium
	Low
	Total
	High
	Medium
	Low
	Total

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)

	1
	Balangir
	191
	63
	84
	338
	67
	63
	84
	215

	2
	Kalahandi
	232
	71
	68
	371
	75
	71
	68
	214

	3
	Koraput
	166
	78
	58
	302
	7
	50
	58
	115

	4
	Malkangir
	98
	40
	23
	161
	32
	40
	23
	95

	5
	Nawarangpur
	144
	42
	29
	215
	84
	42
	29
	155

	6
	Nuapada
	80
	70
	28
	178
	2
	66
	28
	96

	7
	Rayagada
	138
	43
	22
	203
	10
	32
	22
	64

	8
	Subarnapur
	29
	44
	39
	112
	21
	36
	39
	95

	
	Total
	1078
	451
	351
	1880
	298
	400
	351
	1049


Source: RLTAP Annual Action Plan, 2006-07.

Out of a total cultivable area of 10.78 lakh ha of high land only 2.98 lakh ha (27.64%) belongs to paddy cultivation. This is because of the fact that the KBK region is deficient in irrigation facilities. Agriculture in the region is mostly rain fed. The annual rain fall in the region ranges between 1378 to 1522 mms and at the same time the rain fall is erratic in nature. In the absence of adequate irrigation facilities, not only the cropping intensity is low but also the farmers are not able to adopt improved agricultural practices because of which agricultural productivity of the region remains abjectly low.

8.
Drinking Water Supply:

Usually one spot source is to be provided for every 250 persons for coverage of habitations. However, the norm was relaxed by Government of India to one spot source for every 150 persons for coverage of habitations in the KBK region since 1998-99. The status of coverage of habitation goes on changing continuously due to various reasons like increase in the population, settlement of new habitations, and slip back of covered or partially covered villages to not covered habitations on account of spot sources becoming defunct or if there be problem of water quality. The status of the coverage of rural habitations in the KBK region as per the 2001 Census is presented below vide Table No: 2.9.

Table No: 2.9

Status of Coverage of Rural Habitation in the KBK Region - 2001

	Sl.No
	District
	Total
Habitations
	F C
Habs
	P C
Habs
	N C
Habs

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)

	1
	Balangir
	3187
	2633
	436
	118

	2
	Kalahandi
	4151
	3760
	165
	226

	3
	Koraput
	4556
	4003
	266
	287

	4
	Malkangir
	2378
	2076
	172
	130

	5
	Nawarangpur
	3116
	1850
	1039
	227

	6
	Nuapada
	2350
	1924
	83
	343

	7
	Rayagada
	4309
	3044
	685
	580

	8
	Subarnapur
	2190
	1838
	242
	110

	
	Total
	26237
	21128
	3088
	2088


9.
Rural Connectivity:
   The road density in the KBK region is 1.28 km per sq km as against 1.49 for the State. More so, many of the roads in the region are earthen tracks which are exposed to the risk of frequently developing missing links and villages remain cut off from main growth centre - the towns, market places, schools, hospitals and other administrative offices. There are as many as 7948 habitations in the region with a population of more than 250. As many as 4997 (63%) of these habitations have not yet been adequately connected. The district-wise connectivity status of the 7948 habitations is presented in Table No: 2.10.

Table No: 2.10

Connectivity Status of Habitations with Population more than 250.
	Sl
	District
	Connected with Popn
	Unconnected with Popn
	Total
Habs

	
	
	1000+
	500+
	250+
	Total
	1000+
	500+
	250+
	Total
	

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)
	(11)

	1
	Balangir
	198
	158
	120
	476
	121
	480
	438
	1039
	1515

	2
	Kalahandi
	181
	183
	72
	436
	181
	421
	277
	879
	1315

	3
	Koraput
	127
	161
	229
	517
	34
	186
	471
	691
	1208

	4
	Malkangir
	34
	50
	52
	136
	48
	110
	152
	310
	446

	5
	Nawarangpur
	185
	278
	240
	703
	50
	219
	258
	527
	1230

	6
	Nuapada
	101
	84
	25
	210
	67
	196
	92
	355
	565

	7
	Rayagada
	72
	125
	156
	353
	18
	133
	625
	776
	1129

	8
	Subarnapur
	54
	40
	26
	120
	88
	187
	145
	420
	540

	
	Total
	952
	1079
	920
	2951
	607
	1932
	2458
	4997
	7948


Source: RLTAP Annual Action Plan, 2006-07.

10.
Forest Resources:

The KBK districts have been historically rich in forest and mineral resources. Although the people in the region have been using the forest resources very intensively and earning their livelihood through the use of these resources, forests of this region have not received adequate investments and managerial inputs over time. Intensive use of forest for sustenance coupled with lack of insufficient investment and managerial input are, thus, continuously leading to forest degradation. The KBK region has a total geographical area of 47,646 sq km of which 16,857.8 sq km (35.34 %) is variously recorded as forest area. The satellite imagery data (1997) suggested that nearly 5473 sq km (around one third) out of a total forest area of 16857.8 sq km is dense forest with crown cover more than 40 per cent that accounts for 11.49 per cent of the total geographical area of the KBK region. However, forest regeneration in the KBK region has improved since 1997. Dense forest in the region has increased from 5473 sq km in 1997 to 6166 sq km in 2001.The State Forest Report prepared by the FSI based on satellite imagery data of 2001 reveals that there is a forest cover of 12,236 sq km in the KBK region excluding scrubs, the district wise details of which is presented below vide Table No: 2.11.
Table No: 2.11

District wise status of Forest Area (sq km) in KBK Region: 2001.
	Sl
	District
	Goeg.
Area
	Dense

Forest
	Open
Forest
	Total
Forest
	% to
Total

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)

	1
	Balangir
	6575
	504
	488
	992
	15.09

	2
	Kalahandi
	7920
	1161
	978
	2139
	27.01

	3
	Koraput
	8807
	667
	815
	1484
	16.85

	4
	Malkangiri
	5791
	1076
	1112
	2188
	37.78

	5
	Nawarangpur
	3852
	588
	649
	1237
	32.11

	6
	Nuapada
	5291
	687
	463
	1150
	21.74

	7
	Rayagada
	7073
	1308
	1425
	2733
	38.64

	8
	Sonepur
	2337
	173
	140
	313
	13.39

	
	KBK Region
	47646
	6166
	6070
	12236
	25.68


  Source: State Forest Report – 2001.

11.
Socio-economic Profile:

The broad socio-economic and demographic features of each of the eight districts coming under the KBK region are presented vide Annexures-2.1 to 2.8. A perusal of the profile of the KBK districts brings out few distinctive features. Apart from the various features described above, the districts in the KBK region have an overwhelming burden of backwardness and primitive agriculture. The share of workers in primary sector to total main workers is very high. It is 81.20% in case of Balangir, 85.10% in case of Kalahandi,  81.20% in case of Koraput, 91.30% in case of Malkangiri, 88.60% in case of Nawarangpur, 86.90% in case of Nuapada, 82.90% in case of Rayagada and 83.60% in case of Sonepur districts. These 8 districts also have very low per capita income as the dependency in primary sector is the highest.
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