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Foreword

The Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Program (AIBP) was conceived in the year 1996 by the Government of India in order to provide financial assistance to the States to complete various on-going multi-purpose and irrigation projects in the country. It aimed to create irrigation potential of the projects and thereby extend irrigation to more areas.

Government of India has made massive investment in developing irrigation sources (major, medium and minor) in the country under AIBP since 1996. Two major issues - whether created irrigation potential had been fully utilized and what was the impact of AIBP scheme on the farmers livelihood - are critical for evaluating the programme. To assess the impact of the scheme, the Programme Evaluation Organization (PEO) of Planning Commission, initiated the present evaluation study on AIBP Scheme outsourcing it to Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Lucknow.
The present exercise has been carried out through sample survey in different states covering the selected irrigation projects. The study reveals substantial gap between potential creater and utilizations in major irrigation programmes. Some of the prominent reasons behind the non-completion of the designed irrigation potential found in the evaluation study are; (a) problems in land acquisition, (b) law and order problem particularly in North-Eastern states, (c) construction of railway and road bridges in the command areas of the project, (d) labour problems and (e) lack of coordination among different departments of State Government.

Government from time to time conducts evaluation study to measure the efficacy of a programme and the PEO in Planning Commission is entrusted to provide key inputs into this process by undertaking systematic studies. I would like to compliment all the contributors for carrying out this exercise and finally bringing out the report.
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