Chapter –2

Household Characteristics

This chapter presents a profile of the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of Household population in nine districts of Bihar namely Begusarai, Bettiah  (West Champaran), Darbhanga, Motihari (East Champaran), Muzaffarpur, Samastipur, Sitamarhi, Purnia, and Vaishali.

2.1 Age Distribution of the Household Population

Table 2.1 presents the percent distribution of the household population by age residing in Kacha house in nine districts of Bihar. The age distribution is typical of high fertility population, with a higher proportion of the population is in the younger age groups. The child population (below age 15 years) in almost all districts more than forty two percent of the population is below 15 years. Highest proportion (47 percent) of child population is found in Darbhanga and lowest (42.3 percent) in Muzaffarpur district. The comparative view of the child population within each selected district is presented in Figure2.1.

Figure –2.1
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	Table - HOUSEHOLD POPULATION BY AGE

Percent distribution of the household population  by age in nine districts of Bihar .

	
	Begusarai


	Bettiah
	Darbhanga
	Motihari
	Muzaffarpur
	Purnia
	Samastipur
	Sitamarhi
	Vaishali

	Age group ( in years)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	0 – 4

5 – 9

10 – 14

15 – 19

20 - 24

25 – 29

30 – 34

35 – 39

40 – 44

45 – 49

50 – 59

60 +

Number of persons
	17.1

15.4

13.1

9.9

6.4

6.8

5.8

5.0

3.3

4.0

5.9

7.2


	17.1

14.7

11.4

10.0

9.4

8.3

6.3

5.4

4.2

3.7

4.9

4.7


	15.8

17.0

14.3

8.9

6.7

5.4

5.4

5.0

4.3

3.2

5.7

8.2


	15.5

14.7

13.1

9.1

7.7

6.6

6.1

5.3

4.2

4.3

6.2

7.2
	14.6

14.5

13.2

9.1

6.3

6.2

6.3

5.4

5.0

4.6

7.5

7.3


	16.0

18.0

40.6

9.8

6.4

6.1

5.2

5.1

3.7

4.3

5.2

5.5


	17.4

14.8

12.1

9.3

8.3

6.8

6.1

5.1

3.3

4.1

5.6

7.1
	16.5

16.5

14.1

7.8

6.4

5.3

5.3

5.4

5.3

3.4

5.3

8.5


	14.9

13.9

14.3

10.4

7.1

6.4

5.3

5.5

4.5

3.5

4.9

9.2




Source : Field Survey

2.2 Age and Sex distribution of the Household Population

Table 2.2 presents the percentage distribution of the household population residing in Kacha house according to age and sex of nine districts of Bihar. Overall, sex preference is observed among the child population (below 15 years) in each sample district of Bihar. In other words, the percentage of male child population is found to be higher than the percentage of female child population in all study districts of Bihar. The highest percentage about 50 percent male child populations is found in Purnia district along with 46 percent female child. The lowest percentage            (39 percent) of female child population is evaluated in Begusarai district with 49 percent male child population. A very irregular behaviour of sex ratio of the different districts compared to the State is presented in Figure-2.2. The number of female is greater than the number of male in Darbhanga, Purnia and Sitamarhi districts. 
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Figure 2.2

	Table 2.2 HOUSEHOLD POPULATION BY AGE & SEX.

Percent distribution of the household population by age and sex in nine districts of Bihar .

	Age group ( in years)
	Begusarai


	Bettiah
	Darbhanga
	Motihari
	Muzaffarpur
	Purnia
	Samastipur
	Sitamarhi
	Vaishali

	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	0 – 4

5 – 9

10 – 14

15 – 19

20 - 24

25 – 29

30 – 34

35 – 39

40 – 44

45 – 49

50 – 59

60 +

Number of person
	18.9

15.0

14.6

9.9

5.6

5.9

5.5

4.6

4.2

2.7

6.0

7.3


	13.2

13.9

11.6

10.0

7.2

7.9

6.1

5.5

2.5

5.3

5.8

7.1
	16.2

15.6

11.3

9.2

8.0

8.6

6.8

5.2

4.8

3.4

5.5

5.3


	17.9

12.5

11.7

11.5

10.6

7.6

5.7

5.9

3.5

3.9

4.3

2.8
	16.8

18.5

14.2

8.8

4.4

3.7

5.1

4.8

4.6

3.2

6.7

9.3


	15.0

15.8

14.5

9.1

8.7

6.9

5.6

5.2

4.0

3.2

4.9

7.2


	15.7

15.5

13.8

9.8

6.4

5.4

6.1

5.1

4.0

4.0

6.4

7.9


	15.3

13.8

12.4

8.3

9.2

7.8

6.0

5.6

4.4

4.6

6.1

6.6


	14.7

15.3

12.5

8.6

6.2

5.7

5.8

6.0

4.9

4.6

7.5

8.4


	14.5

13.7

13.9

9.6

6.4

6.7

6.9

4.7

5.1

4.6

2.6

6.3
	15.6

19.2

15.3

7.7

6.0

5.0

4.5

6.2

3.9

4.0

5.8

6.9
	15.9

16.6

13.5

12.0

7.0

7.5

6.2

4.6

3.8

4.4

4.4

4.1
	18.1

13.0

13.4

8.3

7.9

5.6

6.2

5.8

3.3

4.1

5.6

8.8


	16.6

17.0

10.8

10.2

8.6

8.0

6.1

4.5

3.4

3.9

5.5

5.3


	18.1

18.3

15.3

7.7

4.6

3.8

4.3

4.8

4.7

4.1

5.7

8.6


	15.0

14.8

13.0

7.8

8.2

6.7

6.3

6.1

5.9

2.7

5.3

8.3


	14.7

14.4

14.9

10.1

6.8

6.1

5.2

5.1

5.3

3.4

4.7

9.3


	15.2

13.4

13.5

10.7

7.5

6.7

5.4

6.0

3.6

3.5

5.2

9.0

	Sex Ratio

F/M *1000
	924
	864
	1168
	901
	980
	1064
	984
	1032
	980


Source : Field Survey
2.3 Household Head’s Background 

Table 2.3 shows the percentage distribution of household by various characteristics of the household head (sex, age, religion and caste). 

Majority of households are headed by males in almost all districts. The domination of male as head of the household in different districts varies from 73 percent to 98 percent. 

Household heads are concentrating in the middle age group of 30-44 and 45 – 59 in all selected districts. The median age of head of the households are 45 years in East Champaran, Muzaffarpur, Sitamarhi and Vaishali districts followed by Darbhanga (43 Year), Purnia (43year), Samastipur (42 year), Begusarai (42 year) and West Champaran (40 years).

Overall, a large proportion of household heads are found to be Hindu in all study districts. In Vaishali district, a very high proportion 95 percent head of the households are found to be Hindu. 92 percent heads of the households are Hindu in Begusarai, Muzaffarpur, and Samastipur. 91 percent Hindu head of the household is found in Sitamarhi and after that East Champaran (88 percent), Darbhanga (81 percent) and West Champaran (77 percent).

 Very low percentage (58 percent) of heads of the households is observed in Purnia district. As this study is covering Kacha household population, may be due to this fact majority heads of the households are Backward and Scheduled Caste. 


The mean household size varies from 6 to 7persons per household within nine districts of Bihar. It is the highest (7 persons per household) for Vaishali, West Champaran, & Samastipur and lowest (6 persons per household) for rest of the districts like Begusarai, Darbhanga, East Champaran, Muzaffarpur, Purnia & Sitamarhi.



	Table 2.3 HOUSEHOLD HEAD/ HEAD CHARACTERISTICS

Percent distribution of households by selected characteristics of household head , household size, according to nine districts of Bihar State.

	
	Begusarai


	Bettiah
	Darbhanga
	Motihari
	Muzaffarpur
	Purnia
	Samastipur
	Sitamarhi
	Vaishali

	Characteristics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex of household head

Male

Female

Age of household head

<30

30-44

45-59

60+

Median Age of  the Household Head

Religion of Head of HH

Hindu

Muslim

Caste

Scheduled Caste

Scheduled Tribe

OBC

Others

Mean Household Size

No. of Households
	97.5

2.5

16.8

41.8

24.6

17.6

42.1

92.3

7.7

31.8

1.4

54.3

12.5

6.3

600
	98.1

1.9

19.1

45.1

25.8

10.0

40.3

76.5

23.3

23.8

6.9

60.1

9.1

6.8

600
	72.6

27.4

15.9

37.8

26.4

19.9

43.5

80.5

19.5

19.3

1.1

58.3

21.2

6.0

600
	95.2

4.8

9.5

40.4

30.9

19.3

45.1

87.9

12.1

23.8

0.9

64.4

10.9

6.4

600
	96.9

3.1

11.8

39.0

32.3

16.9

44.7

91.9

8.1

31.3

0.9

47.3

20.3

6.0

600
	81.2

18.8

19.1

37.1

26.9

17.0

42.5

57.6

42.4

22.7

1.1

59.6

16.5

5.5

600
	95.2

4.8

17.6

39.4

24.1

19.0

42.4

91.5

8.5

29.9

0.2

58.1

11.7

6.6

600
	88.7

11.3

10.0

41.5

28.5

20.0

44.5

90.8

9.2

19.7

0.0

63.9

16.4

6.1

600
	93.3

6.7

12.0

37.9

26.6

26.5

45.0

94.1

5.9

29.2

1.6

62.8

6.1

7.1

600


Source : Field Survey

2.4 Marital Status of Household Population

Table 2.4 shows the percent distribution of household population by marital status classified by age and sex. 

This table is presenting two main findings common for all covered districts of Bihar. Firstly, among female age 10 or more years, the proportion of currently married women is higher than the never married women in all districts of Bihar. The proportion of currently married women is highest (74 percent) in Samastipur district followed by East Champaran (73 percent), West Champaran (70 percent), Begusarai (70 percent), Vaishali (68 percent), Sitamarhi (67 percent), Muzaffarpur (66 percent), Darbhanga (65 percent) and Purnia (61percent). According to NFHS II (98 –99) the percentage of currently married women is 54 percent. It is indicating high percentage of currently married women in surveyed nine districts population residents of Kachcha household. 

Secondly, the proportion of never married is higher for male as compared to females. The proportion of never married male is highest in Begusrai (43 percent), followed by Purnia (43 percent), Sitamarhi (40 percent), Darbhanga (39 percent), East Champaran (38 percent), Vaishali (38 percent), Muzaffarpur (35 percent), West Champaran ( 31 percent) and Samastipur (31 percent).

The proportion of Widower/divorced/separated females is greater than male in all districts. About more than half of the women age 45 or older are Widower/divorced/separated in all districts. 
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	Table 2.4 MARITAL STATUS OF THE HOUSEHOLD POPULATION

Percent distribution of households population age 10 and above by marital status, age group according to sex in nine districts of Bihar.

	
	Begusarai


	Bettiah
	Darbhanga
	Motihari
	Muzaffarpur
	Purnia
	Samastipur
	Sitamarhi
	Vaishali

	Characteristics
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F

	Never Married

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-44

45-59

60+

Total

Currently Married

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-44

45-59

60+

Total

Widower/Divorced/

Separated

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-44

45-59

60+

Total
	100

95

57

15

5

0.5

0.3

43

0.0

4.7

43

85

95

95

83

54

0.0

0.00.00.0

0.8

4.8

17

2.7
	96

43

1.4

0.3

0.0

0.0

0.0

23

3.7

57

95

98

94

88

56

70

0.0

0.0

3.3

1.3

6.1

12

44

8.1
	96

78

28

5.1

0.8

0.9

0.0

31

3.7

23

71

95

98

88

70

65

0.5

0.0

0.7

0.0

1.1

11

31

4.2


	93

29

2.7

0.0

0.0

1.3

0.0

21

7.1

71

96

100

98

79

54

73

0.3

0.0

1.1

0.3

1.9

20

46

5.7
	99

93

49

15

0.6

0.0

0.0

39

0.7

7.3

51

85

97

94

77

57

0.7

0.0

0.0

0.0

2.2

6.2

23

4.9
	98

41

5.9

0.0

0.5

0.0

0.0

27

1.6

60

93

98

94

85

48

65

0.0

0.0

1.0

2.1

6.0

15

52

8.7
	97

92

49

7.0

2.0

1.1

0.0

38

2.5

7.8

51

92

97

91

85

58

0.2

0.0

0.0

1.1

1.5

7.8

15

3.4
	96

40

6.9

0.0

0.2

0.0

0.0

23

3.6

60

91

100

94

87

55

70

0.0

0.0

2.5

0.0

6.1

13

45

7.9
	100

91

49

13

3.2

0.0

0.0

35

0.4

9.0

52

87

97

95

85

62

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.3

4.9

15

2.7
	97

40

7.9

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

25

2.2

60

91

96

98

79

51

66

0.5

0.0

0.9

4.0

2.0

21

49

8.9
	100

96

64

19

1.5

0.5

0.0

43

0.3

3.8

35

81

95

98

86

55

0.0

0.0

1.5

0.0

3.1

1.2

14

2.5
	99

53

16

0.5

0.7

0.0

0.0

31

1.5

46

82

95

92

81

48

61

0.0

1.7

2.3

4.3

7.3

19

53

8.3
	88

85

31

5.3

0.0

0.4

0.0

31

12

15

67

94

100

99

78

65

0.2

0.0

1.9

0.8

0.3

0.5

22

3.3
	96

25

1.5

0.0

0.4

0.0

0.0

20

4.3

74

98

97

97

87

62

74

0.0

1.0

0.4

2.6

2.8

14

38

6.1


	100

95

46

11

2.7

0.0

1.9

40

0.3

4.2

51

89

97

94

79

56

0.0

0.0

2.9

0.0

0.7

6.5

19

3.9
	96

38

6.2

0.8

0.0

0.0

0.0

23

3.2

60

93

98

98

79

43

67

0.0

2.0

1.1

1.5

2.3

21

57

10
	95

84

48

7.7

1.5

1.0

1.9

38

4.2

16

51

89

98

95

88

60

0.5

0.0

1.2

3.5

0.3

4.3

10

2.4
	90

39

3.8

1.5

0.0

0.0

0.0

24

10

61

96

98

95

87

54

68

0.0

0.8

0.0

0.4

4.9

14

46

8.6


Source : Field Survey

2.5 Housing Characteristics

Table 2.5 presents the percentage distribution of households by selected background characteristics.

Majority kachcha household’s source of lighting is other than electricity. Very limited Kachcha household’s source of lighting is electricity ranging from 1 –8 percent. Nearly 8 percent household’s source of lighting is electricity followed by Sitamarhi (5 percent), Muzaffarpur (4 percent), Motihari (4 percent), West Champaran (3 percent), Vaishali (3 percent), Begusarai (2 percent), and Purina (1 percent). In almost all districts the facility of electricity is very low compared to NFHS –1(17 percent) and NFHS –2 (18 percent).

Water sources and sanitary facilities have an important influence on the health of household members especially children. This survey contained questions on source of drinking water and type of sanitary facilities. According to Survey, majority of kachcha household residents are getting drinking water from hand pump/bore well ranging from 68 percent to 97 percent. It is highest in Purnia district (97 percent) afterward Stamarhi (95 percent), West Champaran (86 percent), Darbhanga (84 percent), Begusarai (81 percent), Samastipur (78 percent), East Champaran (76 percent), Muzaffarpur (74 percent), and Vaishali (68 percent). The second and third major sources of water are Tap and well respectively among Kachcha household residents in all selected districts.

Regarding sanitation facilities, large percentage of kachcha household residents are using open field. The percentages variation in this regard is 92 percent to 99percent.

Several types of fuel are used for cooking in Bihar, with wood as the most common type. In  the  State  as  a  whole,  49  percent  of  households  rely  mainly 

	Table 2.5 HOUSING CHRACTERISTICS 

Percent distribution of households by household characteristics in nine  districts of Bihar state.

	
	Begusarai


	Bettiah
	Darbhanga
	Motihari
	Muzaffarpur
	Purnia
	Samastipur
	Sitamarhi
	Vaishali

	Characteristics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Electricity

No

Yes

Source of drinking water

Tap

Hand pump/ Borewell

Well

Other

Toilet Facility

Flush toilet

Pit toilet

Open field

Other

Main Type of Fuel used for cooking

LPG/Electricity

Kerosene

Wood

Other
	98.3

1.7

12.0

81.1

6.9

0.0

0.3

0.4

98.3

0.9

0.7

1.4

89.0

8.9


	97.1

2.9

10.8

86.1

3.1

0.0

0.6

1.1

96.7

1.6

1.6

2.9

93.7

1.9
	98.4

1.6

14.8

84.4

0.4

0.3

1.6

2.4

94.6

1.5

0.8

0.6

35.5

63.1
	96.5

3.5

15.5

76.2

8.2

0.1

0.5

0.0

99.0

0.5

0.8

3.1

75.3

20.8
	96.3

3.7

21.2

73.9

4.5

0.4

2.6

3.3

92.4

1.7

0.8

2.6

77.2

19.4
	99.0

1.0

2.0

96.8

1.2

0.0

0.7

1.7

96.8

0.8

0.1

1.1

39.8

59.0
	92.4

7.6

9.0

77.8

11.0

2.2

1.0

1.5

97.1

0.4

1.0

2.4

59.1

37.6
	94.9

5.1

3.6

95.3

0.9

0.2

1.8

1.0

96.8

0.3

0.2

1.4

53.6

44.8


	97.4

2.6

18.2

67.6

14.0

0.2

2.8

3.6

92.6

1.0

0.6

3.9

66.1

29.4




Source : Field Survey

on wood according to NFHS – II. This story is true in all seven districts West Champaran (94 percent), Begusarai (90 percent), Muzaffarpur (77 percent), East Champaran (75 percent), Vaishali (66 percent), Samastipur (59 percent), and Sitamarhi (54 percent). However, in Darbhanga & Purnia, other sources of fuel are used as a main source rather than wood among kachcha household residents.

2.6 Household Assets.

The possession of durable goods is another indicator of a household’s socioeconomic level, although these goods may also have other benefits. For example, having access to a radio or television may expose households members to innovative ideas or important information about health and family welfare; a refrigerator prolongs the wholesomeness of food; a means of transportation allows greater access to many services outside the local area.

Table 2.6 presents the percent distribution of Kachcha household’s assets in nine selected districts of Bihar. Table 2.6 shows that major means of transportation is bicycle among kachcha households residents in all selected nine districts of north Bihar. The percentage of household who are possessing bicycle varies from 27 percent to 61 percent. 61pecent household in Vaishali district owning bicycle after ward Samastipur (56 percent), Purnia (51 percent), Begusarai (47 percent), East Champaran (45 percent), Muzaffarpur (41 percent) and 39 percent in Darbhanga and Sitamarhi. A very least percentage, 27 percent household owning bicycle in West Champaran.  In NFHS II bicycle owning households was 45 percent in composite Bihar.

After bicycle, second common asset among the Kachcha household resident is radio/transistor. Perhaps it is only media, which used by kachcha household resident for entertainment and for news about the world.


	Table 2.6 HOUSEHOLD ASSETS

Percent distribution of households by households assets according to nine  districts of Bihar state.

	
	Begusarai


	Bettiah
	Darbhanga
	Motihari
	Muzaffarpur
	Purnia
	Samastipur
	Sitamarhi
	Vaishali
	Bihar

	Characteristics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	House holds assets

Fan

Radio/Transistor

Sewing machine

Television

Telephone

Bicycle

Motor cycle/Scooter

Car/Jeep

Tractor


	2.0

17.7

3.6

1.8

0.7

47.0

1.8

0.1

0.1


	3.1

16.4

3.8

3.8

6.8

27.3

10.6

3.2

0.7


	2.2

23.9

4.1

3.2

0.8

38.7

1.2

0.0

0.3


	2.0

19.5

2.3

1.8

1.9

45.1

2.0

0.3

0.0
	3.6

17.1

3.7

5.6

0.4

40.9

1.8

0.2

0.6


	2.5

31.2

3.9

5.9

0.8

51.1

1.0

0.0

0.0


	5.2

20.9

5.2

6.6

1.0

55.9

2.0

0.1

0.3
	1.9

17.1

2.4

2.5

0.9

38.6

1.9

0.0

0.0


	4.9

27.7

6.0

6.5

2.7

60.7

2.9

0.3

0.7


	


Source : Field Survey

38 percent household owning radio in Purnia district followed by Vaishali (28 percent), Darbhanga (24 percent), Samastipur (21 percent), East Champaran (20 percent), Begusarai (18 percent), 17 percent in Muzaffarpur and Sitamarhi.  A very low percentage (16 percent) of households are owning radio in West Champaran.
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