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Surface National poverty lines

Population
area

Thousands
Population below the

poverty line (%)
Popula

pove

Economy

Millions
1999

of sq. km
1999

Survey
year

Rural Urban National Survey
year

Rural U

Albania 3 29 -- .. .. .. ..
Algeria 30 2,382 1988 16.6 7.3 12.2 1995 30.3

Angola 12 1,247 -- .. .. .. ..
Argontina 37 2,780 1991 .. .. 25.5 1993 ..
Armenia 4 30 -- .. .. .. ..
Australia 19 7,741 -- .. .. .. ..
Austria 8 84 -- .. .. .. ..
Azerbaijan 8 87 1995 .. .. 68.1 ..
Bangladesh 128 144 1991-92 46.0 23.3 42.7 1995-96 39.8

Belarus 10 208 1995 .. .. 22.5 ..
Belgium 10 33 -- .. .. .. ..
Benin 6 113 1995 .. .. 33.0 ..
Bolivia 8 1,099 1993 .. 29.3 .. 1995 79.1

Botswana 2 582 -- .. .. .. ..
Brazil 168 8,547 1990 32.6 13.1 17.4 ..
Bulgaria 8 111 -- .. .. .. ..
Burkina Faso 11 274 -- .. .. .. ..
Burundi 7 28 1990 .. .. 36.2 ..
Cambodia 12 181 1993-94 43.1 24.8 39.0 1997 40.1

Cameroon 15 475 1984 32.4 44.4 40.0 ..
Canada 31 9,971 -- .. .. .. ..
Central African Republic 4 623 -- .. .. .. ..
Chad 7 1,284 1995-96 67 63 64.0 ..
Chile 15 757 1992 .. 21.6 1994 ..
China 1,250 9,597 1996 7.9 2 6.0 1998 4.6

Hong Kong, China 7 1 -- .. .. .. ..
Colombia 42 1,139 1991 29.0 7.8 16.9 1992 31.2

Congo, Dem. Rep. 50 2,345 -- .. .. .. ..
Congo, Rep. 3 342 -- .. .. .. ..
Costa Rica 4 51 -- .. .. .. ..
Cote d'Ivoire 15 322 -- .. .. .. ..
Croatia 4 57 -- .. .. .. ..
Czech Republic 10 79 -- .. .. .. ..
Denmark 5 43 -- .. .. .. ..
Dominican Republic 8 49 1989 27.4 23.3 24.5 1992 29.8

Ecuador 12 284 1994 47 25 35 ..
Egypt, Arab Rep. 62 1,001 1995-96 23.3 22.5 22.9 ..
El Salvador 6 21 1992 55.7 43.1 48.3 ..
Eritrea 4 118 -- .. .. ..
Estonia 1 45 1995 14.7 6.8 8.9 ..
Ethiopia 63 1,104 -- .. .. .. ..
Finland 5 338 -- .. .. .. ..
France 59 552 -- .. .. .. ..
Georgia 5 70 1997 9.9 12.1 11.1 ..
Germany 82 357 -- .. .. ..
Ghana 19 239 1992 34.3 26.7 31.4 ..
Greece 11 132 -- .. .. ..
Guatemala 11 109 1989 71.9 33.7 57.9 ..
Guinea 7 246 1994 .. .. 40.0 ..
Haiti 8 28 1987 .. .. 65.0 1995 66.0

Honduras 6 112 1992 46.0 56.0 50.0 1993 51.0
Hungary 10 93 1989 .. .. 1.6 1993 ..
India 998 3,288 1992 43.5 33.7 40.9 1994 36.7

Indonesia 207 1,905 1996 12.3 9.7 11.3 1998 22.0

Iran, Islamic Rep. 63 1,633 -- .. .. .. ..

Annex Table - 1
POVERTY
The Global Scenerio
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Surface National poverty lines

Population
area

Thousands
Population below the

poverty line (%)
Pop

p

Economy
Millions

1999
of sq. km

1999
Survey

year
Rural Urban National Survey

year
Rura

Jordan 5 89 1991 .. .. 15.00 1997 ..

Kazakhstan 15 2717 1996 39.0 30.0 34.6 ..

Kenya 29 586 1992 46.4 29.3 42.0 ..

Korea, Rep. 47 99 .. .. .. ..

Kuwait 2 18 .. .. .. ..

Kyrgyz Republic 5 199 1993 48.1 28.7 40.0 1997 64.5

Lao PDR 5 237 1993 53.0 24.0 46.1 ..

Latvia 2 66 .. .. .. ..

Lebanon 4 10 .. .. .. ..

Lesotho 2 30 1993 53.9 27.8 49.2 ..

Lithuania 4 65 .. .. .. ..

Macedonia, FYR 2 26 .. .. .. ..

Madogascar 15 587 1993-94 77.0 47.0 70.0 1995 ..

Malawi 11 118 1990-91 .. .. 54.0 ..

Malaysia 23 330 1989 .. .. 15.5 ..

Mali 11 1240 .. .. .. ..

Mauritania 3 1026 1989-90 .. .. 57.0 ..

Mexico 97 1958 1988 .. .. 10.1 ..

Moldova 4 34 1997 26.7 .. 23.3 ..

Mongolia 3 1567 1995 33.1 38.5 36.3 ..

Morocco 28 447 1990-91 18.0 7.6 13.1 1989-99 27.2

Mozambigue 17 802 .. .. .. ..

Myanmar 45 677 .. .. .. ..

Namibia 2 824 .. .. .. ..

Nepal 23 147 1995-96 44.0 23.0 42.0 ..

Netherlands 16 41 .. .. .. ..

New Zealand 4 271 .. .. .. ..

Nicaragua 5 130 1993 76.1 31.9 50.3 ..

Niger 10 1267 1989-93 66.0 52.0 63.0 ..

Nigeria 124 924 1985 49.5 31.7 43.0 1992-93 36.4

Norway 4 324 .. .. .. ..

Pakistan 135 796 1991 36.9 28.0 34.0 ..

Panama 3 76 1997 64.9 15.3 37.3 ..

Papua, New Guinea 5 463 .. .. .. ..

Paraguay 5 407 1991 28.5 19.7 21.8 ..

Peru 25 1285 1994 67.0 46.1 53.5 1997 64.7

Philippines 77 300 1994 53.1 28.0 40.6 1997 51.2

Poland 39 323 1993 .. .. 23.8 ..

Portugal 10 92 .. .. .. ..

Romania 22 238 1994 27.9 20.4 21.5 ..

Russain Federation 147 17075 1994 .. .. 30.9 ..

Rwanda 8 26 1993 .. .. 51.2 ..

Saudi Arabia 21 2150 .. .. .. ..

Senegal 9 197 .. .. .. ..

Source : World Development Report 2000/2001
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Sub-Saharan Africa Asia Europe a

Income
group

Sub-
group

East and
Southern

Africa
West
Africa

East Asia
and Pacific

South 
Asia

Easter
Europe a
Central A

Low 
income

Angola
Burundi
Comoros
Congo, Dem,
Rep.
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Kenya
Lesotho
Madagascar
Malawi
Mazambique
Rwamda
Somalia
Sudan
Tanznia
Ugande
Zambia
Zimbabwe

Benin
Burkina Faso
Cameroon
Central African
Republic
Chad
Congo, Rep.
Cote d'Ivoire
Gambia, The
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Liberia
Mali
Mauritania
Niger
Nigeria
Sao Tome
and Principe
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Togo

Cambodia
Indonesia
Korea, Dem.
Rep.
Lao PDR
Mongolia
Myanmar 
Solomon
Islands
Vietnam

Afghanistan
Bangladesh
Bhutan
India
Nepal
Pakistan

Armenia
Azerbaijan
Georgia
Kyrgyz
Republic
Moldova 
Tajikistan
Turkmenistan
Ukraine
Uzbekistan

Middle
Income

Lower

Namibia
Swaziland

Cape Verde
Equatorial
Guinea

China
Fiji
Kiribati
Marshall
Islands
Micronesia
Fed. Sts.
Papua New
Guinea
Philippines
Samoa
Thailand
Tonga
Vanuatu

Maldives
Sri Lanka

Albania
Belarus
Bosnia and
Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Kazakhstan
Latvia
Lithuania
Macedonia,
FYR
Romania
Russian
Federation
Yugoslavia
Fed. Rep.

Upper

Bitswaba
Mauritius
Mayotte
Seychelles
South Africa

Gabon American
Samoa
Korea, Rep.
Malaysia
Palau

Croatia
Crech
Republic
Estonia
Hungary
Poland
Slovak
Republic

Annex Table - 2
Classification of Economics
by Income and Region, 2000
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Sub-Saharan Africa Asia Europe a n

Income
group

Sub-
group

East and
Southern

Africa
West
Africa

East Asia
and Pacific

South 
Asia

Eastern
Europe a n
Central A s

OECD

Australia
Japan
New Zealand

High
Income

Non-OECD

Brunei
French
Polynesia
Guam
Hong Kong
China
Macao
China
New 
Caledonia
N. Mariana
Islands
Singapore
Taiwan
China

Slovenia

Total 157 25 23 23 8

Source  : World Development Report 2000/2001
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Annex Table - 3
Human Poverty  in Developing Countries.

Populat
without ac

Human 
poverty 
index 

(HPI-1) 
1998

People
not

expected
to survive
to age 40†

Adult
illiteracy
rate †

(% age
15 and 

To
safe

wage †
(%)

To
healt

service
(%)

HDI rank Rank
Value
(%)

(%) a
1998

above)
1998

1990-
1998b

1981
1998

High human development
22 Cyprus .. .. 3.2 3.4 0 0

24 Singapore .. .. 2.2 8.2 0 c 0

26 Hong Kong, China (SAR) .. .. 2.2 7.1 .. ..

30 Barbados .. .. 3.1 .. 0 0

31 Korea, Rep. of .. .. 4.6 2.5 7 0

32 Brunei Darussalam .. .. 3.1 9.3 .. 4

33 Bahamas .. .. 5.7 4.5 6 0

35 Argentina .. .. 5.5 3.3 29 ..

36 Kuwait .. .. 2.8 19.1 .. 0

37 Antigua and Barbuda .. .. .. .. .. 0

38 Chile 4 4.7 4.4 4.6 9 5

39 Uruguay 1 3.9 5 2.4 5 c, d 0 c

41 Bahrain 9 9.6 4.6 13.5 6 0

42 Qatar 17 13.7 4.8 19.6 0 f 0

45 United Arab- Emirates 28 17.9 3 25.4 3 10

Medium human development
47 Saint Kitts and Nevis .. .. .. .. 0 0

48 osta Rica 2 4 3.9 4.7 4 3

50 Trinidad and Tobago 5 5.1 4 6.6 3 1

51 Dominica .. .. .. .. 4 0

53 Seychelles .. .. .. .. .. 1

54 Grenada .. .. .. .. .. ..

55 Mexico 12 10.4 8.2 9.2 15 9

56 Cuba 3 4.6 4.4 3.6 7 0

58 Belize .. .. 6 7.3 32 0

59 Panama 8 8.9 6.3 8.6 7 18

61 Malaysia 18 14 4.7 13.6 22 12

65 Venezuela 15 12.4 6.4 8 21 .. g

66 Fiji 6 8.4 4.9 7.8 23 1

67 Suriname .. .. 7.2 .. .. 9

68 Colombia 11 10.4 9.8 8.8 15 13

71 Mauritius 14 11.6 4.8 16.2 2 1
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Population 
without access

Human 
poverty 
index 

(HPI-1) 
1998

People
not

expected
to survive
to age 40†

Adult
illiteracy
rate †

(% age
15 and 

To
safe

wage †
(%)

To
health

services †
(%)

To
san
tati
(%

HDI rank Rank
Value
(%)

(%) a
1998

above)
1998

1990-
1998b

1981-
1998b

199
199

High human development

81 Paraguay 23 16.4 8.6 7.2 40 ..g 59

82 Lebanon 13 10.8 7.3 14.9 6 5 37

83 Jamaica 16 13.4 5 14.0 14 ..g 11

84 Sri Lanka 35 20.3 5.2 8.9 43 10 37

85 Turkey 24 16.4 9.3 16.0 51 0 20

86 Oman 38 22.7 6.2 31.2 15 11 22

87 Dominican Republic 20 15.4 8.8 17.2 21 ..g 15

88 Saint Lucia .. .. .. .. 15 0 ..

89 Maldives 43 25.4 13.0 4 40 25 56

91 Ecuador 26 16.8 10.9 9.4 32 20 24

92 Jordan 7 8.8 6.9 11.4 3 10 1

95 Somoa (Western) .. .. 5.3 20.3 32 0 ..

96 Guyana 10 10.0 13.4 1.7 9 4 12

97 Iran. Islamic Rep. of 31 19.2 9.4 25.4 5 27 36

99 China 30 19.0 7.7 17.2 33 ..g 76

101 Tunisia 36 21.9 7.5 31.3 2 10 20

103 South Africa 33 20.2 25.9 15.4 13 ..g 13

104 El Salvador 34 20.2 10.7 22.2 34 ..g 10

105 Cape Verde 37 22 10.1 27.1 35 18 73

107 Algeria 42 24.8 8.8 34.5 10 ..g 9

108 Viet Nam 47 28.2 11.2 7.1 55 ..g 71

109 Indonesia 46 27.7 12.3 14.3 26 57 47

111 SyrianArab Republic 32 19.3 8.2 27.3 14 1 33

112 Swaziland 45 27.4 20.2 21.7 50 45 41

113 Honduras 39 23.3 11.3 26.6 22 38 26

114 Bolivia 27 17.4 18.0 15.6 20 ..g 35

115 Namibia 44 26.6 33.5 19.2 17 ..g 38

116 Nicaragua 41 24.2 12.2 32.1 22 ..g 15

117 Mongolia .. .. 10.9 .. 32 0 ..

118 Vanuatu .. .. 9.6 .. 23 20 72

119 Eqypt 55 32.3 9.9 46.3 13 1 12

120 Guatemala 49 29 2 15 3 32 7 32 40 13
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Source : Human Development Report 2000

Population 
without access

Human 
poverty 
index 

(HPI-1) 
1998

People
not

expected
to survive
to age 40†

Adult
illiteracy
rate †

(% age
15 and 

To
safe

wage †
(%)

To
health

services †
(%)

HDI rank Rank
Value
(%)

(%) a
1998

above)
1998

1990-
1998b

1981-
1998b

131 Equatorial Guinea .. .. 33.2 18.9 5 ..

133 Sao Tome and Principe .. .. .. .. 18 12

133 Papua New Guinea .. .. 18.3 36.8 32 0

134 Cameroon 66 38.5 27.4 26.4 46 85

135 Pakistan 68 40.1 14.3 56.0 21 15

136 Cambodia .. .. 27.7 .. 32 0

137 Comoros 57 33.0 20.1 41.5 47 18

138 Kenya 51 29.5 30.6 19.5 56 ..g

139 Congo 54 31.9 34.4 21.6 66 ..g

Low human development
140 Lao People's Dem. Rep. .. .. 28.9 53.9 32 0

141 Madagascar .. .. 21.8 35.1 32 0

142 Bhutan .. .. 19.6 .. 42 20

143 Sudan 60 35.5 26.6 44.3 27 30

144 Nepal 80 51.3 21.9 60.8 29 90

145 Togo 63 37.8 34.2 44.8 45 ..g

146 Bangladesh 70 43.6 20.8 59.9 5 26

147 Mauritania 77 49.7 28.7 58.8 63 70

148Yemen 76 49.4 21.2 55.9 39 84

149 Djibouti .. .. 32.8 37.7 32 0

150 Haiti 71 45.2 26.5 52.2 63 55

151 Nigeria 62 37.6 33.3 38.9 51 33

152 Congo, Dem. Rep. of the .. .. 31.7 41.1 32 0

153 Zambia 64 37.9 46.2 23.7 62 25

154 Cote d'Ivoire 72 45.8 370.0 55.5 58 40

155 Senegal 73 47.9 28.0 64.5 19 60

156 Tanzania, U. Rep. of 50 29.2 35.4 26.4 34 7

157 Benin 74 48.8 28.9 62.3 44 58

158 Uganda 67 39.7 45.9 35 54 29

159 Eritrea .. .. 31.4 48.3 32 0

160 Angola .. .. 37.7 .. 69 76

161 Gambia 75 49.0 37.2 65.4 31 ..g

162 Guinea .. .. 37.8 .. 54 55

163 Malawi 69 41.9 47.5 41.8 53 20

164 Rwanda 61 37.5 45.9 36 21h ..g



181

NSS Survey Period Headcount Index Poverty G
round Rural Urban National Rural Ur

3 Aug. 1951-Nov. 1952 47.37 35.46 45.31 16.05 11
4 Apr. 1952-Sep. 1952 43.87 36.71 42.63 14.64 10
5 Dec. 1952-Mar. 1953 48.21 40.14 46.80 16.29 13
6 May 1953-Sep. 1953 54.13 42.77 52.15 19.03 13
7 Oct. 1953-Mar. 1954 61.29 49.92 59.30 21.95 17
8 Jul 1954-Mar. 1955 64.24 46.19 61.07 25.04 15
9 May 1955-Nov. 1955 51.83 43.92 50.44 18.44 14
10 Dec. 1955-May 1956 48.34 43.15 47.43 15.65 13
11 Aug. 1956-Feb. 1957 58.86 51.45 57.55 19.45 18
12 Mar. 1957-Aug. 1957 61.11 48.88 59.77 21.69 16
13 Sep. 1957-May 1958 55.16 47.75 53.84 19.01 15
14 Jul. 1958-Jan. 1959 53.26 44.76 51.75 17.74 13
15 Jul. 1959-Jan. 1960 50.89 49.17 50.58 15.29 15
16 Jul. 1960-Aug. 1961 45.40 44.65 45.27 13.6 13
17 Sep. 1961-Jul. 1962 47.20 43.55 46.54 13.6 13
18 Feb. 1963-Jan. 1964 48.53 44.83 47.85 13.88 13
19 Jul. 1964-Jun. 1965 53.66 48.78 52.75 16.08 15
20 Jul. 1965-Jun. 1966 57.6 52.9 56.71 17.97 16
21 Jul. 1966-Jun. 1967 64.3 52.24 62 22.01 16
22 Jul. 1967-Jun. 1968 63.67 52.91 61.6 21.8 16
23 Jul. 1968-Jun. 1969 59.0 49.29 57.11 18.96 15
24 Jul. 1969-Jun. 1970 57.61 47.16 55.56 18.24 14
25 Jul. 1970-Jun. 1971 54.84 44.98 52.88 16.55 13
27 Oct. 1972-Sep. 1973 55.36 45.67 53.37 17.35 13
28 Oct. 1973-Jun. 1974 55.72 47.96 54.1 17.18 13
32 Jul. 1977-Jun. 1978 50.6 40.5 48.36 15.03 11
38 Jan. 1983-Dec. 1983 45.31 35.65 43 12.65 9
42 Jul. 1986-Jun. 1987 38.81 34.29 37.69 10.01 9
43 Jul. 1987-Jun. 1988 39.23 36.2 38.47 9.28 9
44 Jul. 1988Jun. 1989 39.06 36.6 38.44 9.50 9
45 Jul. 1989-Jun. 1990 34.3 33.4 34.07 7.80 8
46 Jul. 1990-Jun. 1991 36.43 32.76 35.49 8.64 8
47 Jul. 1991-Dec. 1991 37.42 33.23 36.34 8.29 8
48 Jan. 1991-Dec. 1992 43.47 33.73 40.93 10.88 8
50 Jul. 1993-Jun. 1994 36.66 30.51 35.04 8.39 7
51 Jul. 1994-Jun. 1995 39.75 33.5 38.4 8.89 8
52 Jul. 1995-Jun. 1996 37.46 28.04 35 8.31 6
53 Jan. 1997-Dec. 1997 35.69 29.99 34.4 8.39 7

Annex Table - 4
Poverty in India 1951-97
(with correction for CPIAL)
(Poverty line=Rs.49 per capita per month at Oct. 1973-Jun. 1974 rural prices)

Source : World Bank, India-Reducing Poverty Accelerating Development, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, 2000
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Annex Table - 5

State Poverty Rates

Total Rural
State HCI PGI SPGI HCI PGI
Punjab 11.46 1.84 0.46 11.69 1.90
Andhra Pradesh 21.87 4.54 1.48 15.89 2.88
Gujarat 24.15 4.77 1.42 22.16 4.07
Kerala 25.12 5.59 1.86 25.38 5.61
Haryana 25.22 4.94 1.51 28.26 5.60
Rajasthan 27.46 5.62 1.72 26.40 5.21
Himanchal Pradesh 28.58 5.19 1.50 30.36 5.55
Karnataka 32.91 7.73 2.69 30.11 6.27
Tamil Nadu 35.40 8.33 3.00 32.95 7.30
Maharashtra 36.82 9.61 3.65 37.91 9.28
West Bengal 36.94 7.42 2.21 41.18 8.29
Assam 41.09 7.46 2.00 44.19 8.21
Uttar Pradesh 41.55 10.23 3.50 42.32 10.37
Madhya Pradesh 42.46 10.40 3.68 40.75 9.48
Orissa 48.64 11.89 4.10 49.81 11.96
Bihar 55.15 13.83 4.77 57.95 14.66
All India 36.13 8.42 2.86 37.07 8.43
Note : HCI : Headcount Index; PGI : Poverty Gap Index; SPGI : Squared Poverty Gap Index
Source : World Bank, Reducing Poverty in India, Report No 1788-in, June 29, 1998
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Regional povert y
Total

State HCI PGI SPGI HCI
Andhra Pradesh Coast 24.05 5.14 1.72 17.07
Andhra Pradesh In Nth 18.22 3.39 1.00 13.92
Andhra Pradesh In Sth 20.75 4.54 1.44 12.97
Andhra Pradesh SW 26.92 6.20 2.25 20.85
Assam Hills 38.30 5.23 0.99 41.43
Assam Plains E 33.49 6.15 1.67 37.06
Assam Plains W 46.04 8.42 2.28 50.04
Bihar Cent 51.04 12.54 4.27 53.57
Bihar Nth 58.04 14.63 5.11 58.63
Bihar Sth (Jharkhand) 55.36 14.05 4.82 62.25
Gujarat Dry Areas 26.17 4.78 1.34 26.35
Gujarat East 26.32 5.51 1.59 25.54
Gujarat Plains Nth 25.80 4.93 1.43 23.31
Gujarat Plains Sth 23.75 5.22 1.69 26.19
Gujarat Saurastra 19.67 3.73 1.18 12.21
Harayana East 28.04 5.41 1.70 32.46
Harayana West 20.53 4.16 1.20 22.11
Himanchal Pradesh 28.58 5.19 1.50 30.35
Karnataka Coast/Ghata 10.48 1.70 0.45 8.95
Karnataka Isle East 19.52 4.07 1.39 14.54
Karnataka Isle Nth 42.61 10.80 3.95 37.88
Karnatka Isle Sth 29.29 6.11 1.91 29.59
Kerala Nth 27.94 6.65 2.31 27.78
Kerala Sth 23.30 4.91 1.57 23.77
Madhya Pradesh Central 50.46 13.58 5.02 49.40
Madhya Pradesh Chattisgarh 44.39 9.09 2.75 44.42
Madhya Pradesh Malwa 33.51 7.41 2.39 27.83
Madhya Pradesh North 23.50 5.67 1.95 16.57
Madhya Pradesh Sth 47.64 12.61 4.61 46.43
Madhya Pradesh Sth/W 65.84 22.11 9.90 67.82
Madhya Pradesh Vindhya 38.70 8.33 2.57 36.72
Maharashtra Coast 13.31 2.41 0.67 15.22
Maharashtra East 49.80 10.91 3.54 49.30
Maharashtra Inland Cent 52.44 17.51 7.85 49.79
Maharashtra Inland East 52.61 14.49 5.46 49.11
Maharashtra Inland Nth 50.31 12.52 4.47 47.30
Maharashtra Inland W 29.30 6.40 2.19 24.92
Orisa Coast 45.57 10.67 3.47 45.33
Orissa Nth 43.95 10.20 3.49 45.87
Orissa Sth 66.07 18.46 6.99 68.84
Punjab Nth 7.64 1.10 0.27 7.32
Punjab Sth 16.96 2.89 0.73 17.41
Rajasthan NE 22.00 4.65 1.47 17.85
R j th SE 35 86 8 52 2 81 33 94

Annex Table - 6

Source : World Bank, Reducing Poverty in India, Report No. 17881 -IN, June 29, 1998


