Chapter: 3
Performance of Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche Scheme 
in Selected States 
 Children need care, protection and welfare services as they are assets of the future.  It is only by ensuring that India’s children are well cared for, well protected and well supported that India can attain the Millennium Development Goals by 2015 and be counted in the league of developed nations.  The health and nutrition status of children has been an area of major concern for policy makers, health administrators, child development specialists and the public at large.  However, about half of the all Indian children are undernourished, similar proportion escape full immunization.  The survival of the child is dependent on maternal health and nutritional status, which is determined by factors such as age at marriage, fertility behaviour, use of antenatal and post natal care, and medical attention at the time of delivery.  Importantly, malnutrition of children is one of the biggest public health problems facing the country.  It adversely affects the growth and development of children including their learning ability and the capacity to cope up with the problems of daily living.  Similarly, prevention from abuse, neglect and exploitation of children has been universally recognized as essential for child’s well being and for the growth and development of the family, the community, and the nation.  However, millions of children are out of schools and engaged in economic activities for sustenance of their families.  There are other disadvantaged children living in especially difficult circumstances who need social services for their care, protection, and development. India is the home to the largest child population in the world. Every year, an estimated 26 millions of children are born in India. The share of children (0-6 years) in the total population has showed a decline of 2.8 points in 2011, compared to Census 2001. In 2011, the total number of children in the age group of 0-6 years has been reported to be 158.79 million. The share of children (0-6 years), to the total population has been reported to be 13.1 per cent in 2011 whereas the corresponding figures for male and female children are 13.3 per cent and 12.9 per cent. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan constitute 52 per cent children in the age group of 0-6 years (Table 3.1). 
Table-3.1: Child Population (0-6 Years) in India
	Particulars
	Census 2001
	Census 2011

	Children (0-6 years)  in Millions
	
	

	Total 
	163.84
	158.79

	Male
	85.01
	82.95

	Female
	78.83
	75.84

	Total Population (in Millions)
	
	

	Total
	1028.74
	1210.19

	Male
	532.20
	623.72

	Female
	496.50
	586.47

	Percentage of Child (0-6 years) against total population
	
	

	Total 
	15.93
	13.10

	Male
	15.97
	13.30

	Female
	15.88
	12.90


Source:  Office of the Registrar General of India.
During 2001-2011, the share of children to total population has been declined and the decline was sharper for female children than male children in the age group of 0-6 years. While the size of child population in the age group (0-6 years) is declining with decline in the share of children in the total population, the share of girls in 0-6 years is declining faster than that of boys of 0-6 years. The process has led to missing of nearly 3 million girl children compared to 2 million missing boy children in 2011, compared to 2001. Though, the overall sex ratio of the country is showing a trend of improvement, the child sex ratio is showing a declining trend, which is a matter of concern (Table 3.2).
Table-3.2: Proportion of Children in the Age Group (0-6 Years) to Total Population
	Census Years
	Persons
	Male
	Female

	1991
	17.94
	17.77
	18.12

	2001
	15.93
	15.97
	15.88

	2011
	13.12
	13.30
	12.93


Source:  Office of the Registrar General of India.
Data from 66th round of NSSO indicates that female work participation rate has increased during  2004-05 to 2008-10. The share of women in usual status workers declined from 28.7 per cent to 22.8 per cent. In rural areas, this has declined from 32.7 per cent to 26.1 per cent and in urban areas, from 16.6 per cent to 13.8 per cent (Table 3.3).
Table-3.3: Participation in the Labour Force
	Indicators
	Rural (%)
	Urban (%)
	Total Persons

	
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Male
	Female
	Total
	

	Labour Force Participation Rate
	55.6
	26.5
	41.4
	55.9
	14.6
	36.2
	40.0

	Work Participation Rate
	54.7
	26.1
	40.8
	54.3
	13.8
	35.0
	39.2

	Proportion Unemployed
	0.9
	0.4
	0.7
	1.6
	0.8
	1.2
	0.8

	Unemployment Rate
	1.6
	1.6
	1.6
	2.8
	5.7
	3.4
	2.0


Source: NSSO 2009-10
There has been significant decline in women self employment during 2004-05 to 2009-10 both in rural and urban sector however, women employment as regular wage employee has been showing an increasing trend in rural and urban sector over the corresponding period. Similarly, women employment as casual labour has significantly increased both in rural and urban sector during the corresponding period. Women employment in manufacturing and construction sector has shown fluctuating trend. Overall women employment has increased in urban sector however, women employment in agriculture sector has declined both in rural and urban sector during the period of 2004-05 to 2009-10 (Table 3.4).
Table-3.4: Women Employment in Different Sectors (Per 1000 Distribution of Usually Employed)
	Sr. No.
	Year
	Agriculture
	Manufacturing
	Construction
	Others

	
	
	Rural
	Urban
	Rural
	Urban
	Rural
	Urban
	Rural
	Urban

	1
	2004-05
	814
	147
	87
	254
	17
	45
	30
	147

	2
	2007-08
	816
	129
	76
	252
	23
	48
	28
	150

	3
	2009-10
	789
	118
	76
	258
	42
	51
	34
	139


Source: 61st, 64th and 66th Rounds of NSSO Surveys.
Women in public and private sectors by industrial activity are shown in Table 3.5. Women employment in public sector was reported to be 2.89 million while women employment in private sector was reported to be 2.04 million during 2004. In public sector, a large share of women employment was reported in community, social and personnel services while women employment in financing, insurance, real estate, business services, transport, storage and communication sector was reported significant. However, women employment in private sector was reported significantly high in manufacturing sector, and community, social and personnel services.
Table-3.5: Women in Public and Private Sectors by Industrial Activity
	Sl. No. 
	Industrial Activity
	Women’s Employment 
(in thousands)

	
	
	Public Sector
	Private Sector

	1. 
	Agricultural Forestry, Fishing and Hunting 
	47.7
	411.0

	2. 
	Mining and quarrying 
	66.0
	7.3

	3. 
	Manufacturing 
	81.5
	867.9

	4. 
	Electricity, gas and water 
	49.7
	2.4

	5. 
	Construction
	62.6
	3.4

	6. 
	Wholesale and Retail Trade, hotels and restaurants 
	14.0
	32.0

	7. 
	Transport, storage and communication 
	179.0
	10.4

	8. 
	Financing, Insurance, Real Estate and Business services 
	206.0
	81.2

	9. 
	Community, social and personal services 
	2183.6
	628.8

	
	All Sectors (Total) 
	2890.0
	2044.4


Source: India, Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Central Statistical Organisation, (2007), Women and Men in India 2007, New Delhi.
Women's employment in organized sector by industry divisions is shown in Table 3.6. During 2006, 5.06 million women were found employed in organized sector and out of them 2.96 million women were engaged in public sector while 2.1 million women were employed in private sector. Women employment in public sector was reported significant in public administration and defence, compulsory social security, education, health and social work, transport, storage and communication and financial intermediation sector. Similarly, women employment in private sector was reported significant in manufacturing, education, health and social work.
Table-3.6: Women’s Employment in the Organized Sector by Major Industry Divisions
	Sl. No.
	 Division & Industry
	Women Employees 
(in Thousands) 
as on 31-03-2006

	
	
	Public Sector
	Private Sector
	Total

	1.
	 Agriculture, Hunting, Forestry & Fishing 
	56.92
	438.03
	494.95

	2. 
	Fishing 
	1.26
	0.45
	1.71

	3.
	 Mining and Quarrying 
	76.98
	8.49
	85.46

	4.
	 Manufacturing 
	77.73
	812.66
	890.39

	5. 
	Electricity, Gas & Water Supply 
	50.37
	2.18
	52.54

	6. 
	Construction 
	61.37
	4.16
	65.53

	7. 
	Wholesale & Retail Trade; Repair of Motor Vehicles Motorcycles and Personal and Household Goods
	12.85
	23.82
	36.67

	8. 
	Hotels and Restaurants 
	1.06
	10.77
	11.83

	9. 
	Transport, Storage & Communications 
	180.42
	10.24
	190.67

	10. 
	Financial Intermediation 
	168.62
	47.09
	215.71

	11. 
	Real Estate, Renting and Business Activities 
	37.11
	76.96
	114.08

	12. 
	Public Administration and Defence; Compulsory Social Security
	729.08
	0.22
	729.30

	13. 
	Education 
	798.05
	557.69
	1355.74

	14. 
	Health and Social Work 
	650.50
	106.14
	756.64

	15. 
	Other Community, Social & Personal Service Activities 
	54.08
	10.66
	64.73

	16. 
	Private Households with Employed Persons 
	0.07
	0.21
	0.28

	17. 
	Extra-Territorial Organisations and Bodies 
	0.00
	0.07
	0.07

	
	Total 
	2956.46
	2109.83
	5066.29


Source: India, Ministry of Labour, Directorate General Employment and Training, (2008). Employment Review 2005-2006, New Delhi.
State-wise employment of women in the organized sector is shown in Table 3.7. Women employment during 2006 in the selected states was reported higher in Maharashtra followed by Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Assam and West Bengal. There has been significant increase in employment of women during 2005-2006 in the Karnataka, Maharashtra and West Bengal while women employment has declined in the states of Andhra Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.
Table-3.7: State-wise Employment of Women in the Organized Sector
	Sl. No.
	India/States
	Employment of Women 
(in Thousands) 
as on 31.3.2005
	Employment of Women 
(in Thousands) 
as on 31.3.2006

	
	
	Public Sector
	Private Sector
	Total
	Public Sector
	Private Sector
	Total

	
	India
	2921.0
	2095.2
	5016.2
	3002.82
	2117.69
	5120.501

	1. 
	Andhra Pradesh
	241.8
	231.8
	473.6
	241.46
	194.23
	435.69

	2. 
	Assam
	81.7
	284.9
	366.6
	83.58
	295.59
	379.17

	3.
	Himachal Pradesh
	44.4
	7.5
	52.0
	44.17
	9.17
	53.34

	4. 
	Karnataka
	268.4
	309.9
	578.3
	267.69
	323.61
	591.29

	5. 
	Madhya Pradesh
	124.0
	19.2
	143.3
	123.67
	18.78
	142.447

	6.
	Maharashtra
	357.7
	215.4
	573.1
	373.77
	233.38
	607.15

	7. 
	Tripura
	21.0
	5.8
	26.9
	27.72
	6.04
	33.76

	8. 
	Uttar Pradesh
	171.1
	50.1
	221.2
	173.01
	53.03
	226.043

	9. 
	West Bengal
	106.4
	113.6
	220.0
	107.24
	120.08
	227.32


Source: India, Ministry of Labour, Directorate General of Employment and Training, (2008). Employment Review 2005-2006. New Delhi.
Integrated Child Development Services scheme launched in October, 1975 represents one of the world's largest programme for early childhood development. The scheme is foremost symbol of India's commitment to children. India's response to the challenge of providing pre-school education on one hand and breaking the vicious cycle of malnutrition, morbidity, reduced learning capacity and mortality on the other. It is an inter-sectoral programme which seeks to directly reach out to children, below 6 years, especially from vulnerable and remote areas and give them a head start by providing and integrated programme of early childhood education, health and nutrition. The coverage of ICDS scheme is shown in Table 3.8. As on December, 2009, there were 6506 projects in operation with 1.08 million ICDS centres. The numbers of ICDS centres in selected states were reported to be higher in Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,  Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal.
Table-3.8: ICDS Scheme Projects and Beneficiaries
	Sl. No.
	India/States
	No. of Projects Fully Operational
	No. of Pre-School Education Beneficiaries
	No. of Supplementary Nutrition Beneficiaries
	No. of AWCS Operational (As on 30.09.2009)

	
	
	
	
	Children
	Mother
	

	
	India 
	6506
	33571734
	71845264
	15686517
	1078973

	1. 
	Andhra Pradesh 
	385
	1790632
	3950207
	1029184
	79546

	2. 
	Assam 
	223
	1364617
	24479586
	575441
	36849

	3. 
	Himachal Pradesh 
	76
	148222
	405002
	95490
	18248

	4. 
	Karnataka 
	185
	1475487
	3159484
	798654
	54665

	5. 
	Madhya Pradesh 
	453
	2793717
	5629985
	1191317
	69155

	6.
	 Maharashtra 
	492
	3028780
	5770417
	1126309
	83694

	7. 
	Tripura 
	56
	144943
	251754
	67717
	7377

	8. 
	Uttar Pradesh 
	897
	9077201
	19344623
	4264030
	150926

	9. 
	West Bengal
	414
	2122208
	5155299
	813193
	89091


Source: India, Ministry of Women and Child Development, (2010). Status Report of the ICDS as on 31st December 2009, New Delhi.
Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche scheme for the children of working mothers was introduced by Government of India under the Ministry of Women and Child Development in 2006. The scheme is being implemented by civil society organizations and Central Social Welfare Board as National Nodal Resource Institute. The programme focuses on crèche services to the children (0-6 years) of working mothers, mainly from vulnerable and disadvantaged sections of society. The crèche should be clean, well-lighted with adequate ventilation and have a minimum space of 6-8 square fit per child to ensure that they can play, rest, and learn without any hindrance.  The crèche centre should also have proper and adequate facilities such as mattresses, cradles, pots, pillows and basic infrastructure to meet the requirements of children. Essential play materials, teaching and learning materials must be available to meet the needs of pre-school children. The crèche centres should have the basic facilities of cooking meals for children. The implementing agencies and the crèche workers must ensure linkages with local primary health centres in the area for health care inputs like immunization, vaccination, basic health monitoring, etc. Presently, Central Social Welfare Board, Indian Council for Child Welfare and Bhartiya Adim Jati Sewak Sangh are the implementing agencies who implement the crèche centres in collaboration with local civil society organizations. The crèche workers are being provided training by academic and government institutions such as NIPCCD.  Assistance is being provided for developing comprehensive day care services for the children (0-6 years) of working and other deserving women provided the monthly income of both the parents does not exceed Rs. 12,000. NGOs for running crèches for children (0-6 years) are being provided assistance to ensure sleeping facilities, health care, supplementary nutrition, immunization, etc. for running a crèche for 25 children for 8 hours. NGOs are provided recurring grant at the rate of Rs. 2,000 per crèche worker (two workers), Rs. 1,217 supplementary nutrition per crèche, Rs. 315 for emergency medicines and contingencies per crèche besides Rs. 13,000 as non-recurring grant for the period of 5 years per crèche.  
Total number of crèches and beneficiaries in the selected states are shown in Table 3.9. Number of crèches was reported higher in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh while number of crèches was reported to be low in Tripura and Himachal Pradesh.
Table-3.9: Total Number of Crèches
	State
	Crèches
	Beneficiaries

	Andhra Pradesh
	3102
	77550

	Assam
	983
	24575

	Himachal Pradesh
	784
	19600

	Karnataka
	1592
	39800

	Madhya Pradesh
	2815
	70375

	Maharashtra
	2397
	59925

	Tripura
	410
	10250

	Uttar Pradesh
	2167
	54175

	West Bengal
	1636
	40900


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Year-wise crèche centres in selected states are shown in Table 3.10. There has been decline in the number of crèche centres in the selected states. The decline was reported higher in Tripura, Assam, Karnataka, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. The decline in the number of crèche centres is due to low financial assistance for running successfully crèche centres and timely release of funds to the project implementing agencies. Some of the centres were closed down due to non-availability of desired number of children of working mothers.
Table-3.10: Year-wise Crèche Centres in Selected States
	State
	2008-09
	2009-10
	2010-11
	2011-12
	Change 
(2008-09 to 2011-12)

	Himachal Pradesh
	784
	708
	661
	661
	- 15.69

	Uttar Pradesh
	2167
	1966
	1689
	1687
	- 22.15

	Assam
	983
	746
	584
	625
	- 36.42

	Tripura
	410
	397
	329
	247
	- 39.76

	West Bengal
	1636
	1390
	1149
	1209
	- 26.10

	Maharashtra
	2397
	1669
	1704
	2090
	- 12.81

	Madhya Pradesh
	2815
	2494
	2044
	2296
	- 18.44

	Karnataka
	1592
	1384
	1084
	1084
	- 31.91

	Andhra Pradesh
	3102
	2694
	2247
	2247
	- 27.56

	Total
	31718
	26785
	22699
	23785
	- 25.01


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Agency-wise number of PIAs and Crèches are shown in Table 3.11. The allocation of crèches to the PIAs simply demonstrates that there is no judicious allotment of the crèche units, the average number of units per PIAs was reported significantly high in Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh under BAJSS while average number of crèches per PIAs under Central Social Welfare Board has been reported to be very low (2-4). This is because of the fact that Central Government issued the instructions to BAJSS to allot the crèche units to the agencies which were associated with the organization by the time. State-wise number of PIAs and allotted crèche units is not available in case of ICCW however, it has been reported that even individuals have been allotted crèche unites for providing day-care services under the scheme.
Table-3.11: Agency-wise Number of PIAs & Crèches in Selected States
	State
	CSWB
	BAJSS
	ICCW Crèches

	
	PIAs
	Crèches
	PIAs
	Crèches
	

	Himachal Pradesh
	46
	432
	1
	5
	149

	Uttar Pradesh
	255
	863
	12
	505
	303

	Assam
	124
	285
	2
	48
	275

	Tripura
	82
	138
	--
	--
	105

	West Bengal
	463
	918
	2
	85
	227

	Maharashtra
	347
	1296
	7
	416
	330

	Madhya Pradesh
	427
	1677
	8
	379
	234

	Karnataka
	235
	856
	--
	--
	165

	Andhra Pradesh
	456
	1311
	13
	275
	613


Source: www.cswb.govt.in and www.iccw.org.
Agency-wise budgetary allocations under Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche scheme are shown in Table 3.12. During 2006-07 to 2008-09, the highest share of budgetary allocations was received by Central Social Welfare Board for implementation of the National Crèche Scheme. About 3/4th amount of the scheme was received by Central Social Welfare Board in 2006-07 while its share drastically decline in 2007-08. The share for Bhartiya Adim Jati Sewak Sangh was reported 22.59 per cent in budgetary allocations during 2007-08. 
Table-3.12: Agency-wise Budgetary Allocations Under Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche Scheme
 (Rs. in Crores)
	Agency
	2006-2007
	2007-2008
	2008-2009

	CSWB
	71.84
	58.84
	67.85

	ICCW
	12.78
	18.35
	19.46

	BAJSS
	10.87
	22.59
	--

	Monitoring Agencies
	0.28
	0.21
	0.18

	Total
	95.79
	100.00
	87.50


Source: Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India.
Budgetary allocations under Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme are shown in Table 3.13. There has been fluctuating trend of the budgetary allocations under the scheme. During 2006-07, Rs. 95.79 crores was allocated under the scheme while during 2012-13, Rs. 110.00 crores was allocated under the scheme.
Table-3.13: Budgetary Allocations under Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche Scheme
	Years
	Budgetary Allocation 
(Rs. Crores)

	2006-2007
	95.79

	2007-2008
	100.00

	2008-2009
	91.88

	2009-2010
	90.05

	2010-2011
	63.00

	2011-2012
	76.50

	2012-2013 (BE)
	110.00


Source: Union Budgets, Ministry of Finance, Government of India.
Average number of rooms in selected crèche centres is shown in Table 3.14. Average number of rooms per crèche centre was reported high in the state of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh while less number of rooms per crèche centre was reported in Himachal Pradesh and Tripura.
Table-3.14: Average Number of Rooms in Crèche Centres
	State
	No. of Rooms
	Total Rooms

	Himachal Pradesh
	1.03
	31

	Uttar Pradesh
	1.56
	134

	Assam
	1.13
	44

	Tripura
	1.06
	17

	West Bengal
	1.13
	76

	Maharashtra
	1.49
	143

	Madhya Pradesh
	2.31
	263

	Karnataka
	2.63
	166

	Andhra Pradesh
	2.58
	322

	Total
	1.88
	1196


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Number of children in selected crèche centres is shown in Table 3.15. Average number of children per crèche centre was reported to be more than 27. However, average number of children per crèche was reported to be high in the state of Maharashtra followed by Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. It is to be noted that average number of children per crèche was reported to be high against the prescribed norms in some of the states. Out of total children living in crèche centres, about 60 per cent children were found belonging to BPL families while about 40 per cent children were from APL families. The proportion of children from marginal communities was reported to be about 27 per cent. It was found more pronouncing in Madhya Pradesh (39.89 per cent), Andhra Pradesh (39.93 per cent) and Tripura (30.00 per cent). The proportion of children from BPL families was recorded high in Assam (78.14 per cent), Uttar Pradesh (78.09 per cent) and West Bengal (69.16 per cent)


Table-3.15: Number of Children in Crèche Centres
	State
	No. of Children from BPL Families
	No. of Children from APL Families
	Total No. of Children
	Average No. of Children per Crèche
	No. of Children from Marginal Group Families 

	Himachal Pradesh
	320
	306
	626
	20.86
	137

	
	51.12%
	48.88%
	100.00%
	
	21.88%

	Uttar Pradesh
	1701
	477
	2178
	25.32
	250

	
	78.09%
	21.91%
	100.00%
	
	11.48%

	Assam
	747
	209
	956
	24.51
	33

	
	78.14%
	21.86%
	100.00%
	
	3.45%

	Tripura
	137
	163
	300
	18.75
	90

	
	45.67%
	54.33%
	100.00%
	
	30.00%

	West Bengal
	1130
	504
	1634
	24.39
	428

	
	69.16%
	30.84%
	100.00%
	
	26.19%

	Maharashtra
	1747
	1384
	3131
	32.61
	357

	
	55.79%
	44.21%
	100.00%
	
	11.40%

	Madhya Pradesh
	1674
	1590
	3264
	28.63
	1302

	
	51.29%
	48.71%
	100.00%
	
	39.89%

	Karnataka
	1008
	803
	1811
	28.75
	672

	
	55.66%
	44.34%
	100.00%
	
	37.11%

	Andhra Pradesh
	1970
	1614
	3384
	28.67
	1431

	
	54.97%
	45.03%
	100.00%
	
	39.93%

	Total
	10434
	7050
	17484
	27.49
	4700

	
	59.67%
	40.33%
	100.00%
	
	26.88%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Age-wise distribution of crèche children is shown in Table 3.16. About 27 per cent children were found belonging to the age group of 1-2 years. This was found more pronouncing in Madhya Pradesh (35.91 per cent) followed by Andhra Pradesh (31.53 per cent) and Himachal Pradesh (29.39 per cent). About 25 per cent children were from the age group of 2-4 years. This was found more pronouncing in Tripura (42.00 per cent) followed by Assam (40.89 per cent), West Bengal (36.29 per cent) and Uttar Pradesh (30.99 percent). Less than 1/4th children were from the age group of 0-1 year. This was found more pronouncing in Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. Significantly, about 10 per cent children living in crèche centres were from the age group of above 6 years. This was found significant in Maharashtra (28.29 per cent) followed by West Bengal (17.19 per cent).



Table-3.16: Age-wise Distribution of Crèche Children
	State
	0-1 year
	1-2 years
	2-4 years
	4-6 years
	6+ years
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	81
	184
	161
	143
	57
	626

	
	12.94%
	29.39%
	25.73%
	22.44%
	9.10%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	170
	429
	675
	561
	343
	2178

	
	7.80%
	19.69%
	30.99%
	9.1%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Assam
	54
	183
	391
	259
	69
	956

	
	5.65%
	19.14%
	40.89%
	27.09%
	7.22%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	18
	60
	126
	78
	18
	300

	
	6.0%
	20.00%
	42.00%
	26.00%
	6.00%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	44
	203
	593
	513
	281
	1634

	
	2.69%
	12.42%
	36.29%
	31.39%
	17.19%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	295
	741
	805
	430
	860
	3131

	
	9.42%
	23.67%
	25.71%
	13.74%
	28.29%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	1312
	1172
	551
	229
	-
	3264

	
	40.19%
	35.91%
	16.88%
	7.01%
	-
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	720
	578
	347
	166
	-
	1811

	
	39.75%
	21.92%
	19.16%
	9.17%
	-
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	1401
	1130
	672
	332
	49
	3384

	
	39.09%
	31.53%
	18.75%
	9.26%
	1.37%
	100.0%

	Total
	4095
	4680
	4321
	2711
	1677
	17484

	
	23.42%
	26.77%
	24.71%
	15.50%
	9.59%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Gender-wise distribution of crèche children is shown in Table 3.17. Slightly more than half of the children living in crèche centres were girl children. This was found more pronouncing in Maharashtra (59.08 per cent) and West Bengal (52.80 per cent). The proportion of male children was found significant in Tripura (62.00 per cent) and Himachal Pradesh (60.54 per cent).
Table-3.17: Gender-wise Distribution of Crèche Children
	State
	Male Children
	Female Children
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	379
	247
	626

	
	60.54%
	39.46%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	1055
	1123
	2178

	
	48.44%
	51.56%
	100.0%

	Assam
	547
	409
	956

	
	57.22%
	42.78%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	189
	111
	300

	
	62.00%
	37.00%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	770
	864
	1634

	
	47.12%
	52.80%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	1281
	1850
	3131

	
	40.91%
	59.08%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	1722
	1542
	3264

	
	52.76%
	47.24%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	857
	954
	1811

	
	47.32%
	52.68%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	1758
	1826
	3584

	
	49.05%
	50.95%
	100.0%

	Total
	8558
	8926
	17484

	
	48.95%
	51.05%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Gender-wise distribution of staff engaged in crèche centres is shown in Table 3.18. Most of the staff engaged in crèche centres is found to be female. However, about 20 per cent staff in the crèche centres was reported to be male in Assam and West Bengal. Average number of staff engaged in crèche centres has been reported to be 2. However, average number of staff per crèche centre was reported significantly high in Maharashtra (more than 4 persons).
Table-3.18: Gender-wise Distribution of Staff Engaged in  Crèche Centres
	State
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Average

	Himachal Pradesh
	9
	59
	68
	2.26

	
	12.23%
	86.76%
	100.0%
	

	Uttar Pradesh
	--
	172
	172
	2.0

	
	--
	100.0%
	100.0%
	

	Assam
	21
	84
	105
	2.69

	
	20.00%
	80.00%
	100.0%
	

	Tripura
	--
	32
	32
	2.0

	
	--
	100.0%
	100.0%
	

	West Bengal
	37
	139
	176
	2.62

	
	21.00%
	78.98%
	100.0%
	

	Maharashtra
	28
	374
	402
	4.19

	
	6.96%
	93.63%
	100.0%
	

	Madhya Pradesh
	--
	228
	228
	2.0

	
	--
	100.0%
	100.0%
	

	Karnataka
	--
	126
	126
	2.0

	
	--
	100.0%
	100.0%
	

	Andhra Pradesh
	--
	250
	250
	2.0

	
	--
	100.0%
	100.0%
	

	Total
	95
	1464
	1554
	2.45

	
	6.09%
	93.91%
	100.0%
	


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
The observation of selected crèche centres reveals interesting facts which demonstrate the actual functioning of crèche centres in the selected states. In this part of the report, an attempt has been made to analyze the information obtained through observation schedules surveyed by the research team during the field survey. About 1/3rd crèche centres had pucca building while slightly less than half of the crèche centres had semi-pucca building. Even about 18 per cent crèche centres were other types of building. The proportion of pucca building in crèche centres was reported significant in Uttar Pradesh (64 per cent) followed by Maharashtra (51.00 per cent) and West Bengal (46.30 per cent). A large proportion of crèche centes had semi-pucca building in Andhra Pradesh (83.20 per cent), Himachal Pradesh (83.30 per cent), Karnataka (63.50 per cent) and Madhya Pradesh (50.00 per cent) (Table 3.19).
Table-3.19: Type of Buildings of Crèche
	State
	Pucca
	Semi-Pucca
	Others
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	2
	25
	3
	30

	
	6.7%
	83.3%
	10.0%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	55
	22
	9
	86

	
	64.0%
	25.6%
	10.5%
	100.0%

	Assam
	14
	14
	11
	39

	
	35.9%
	35.9%
	28.2%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	3
	3
	10
	16

	
	18.8%
	18.8%
	62.5%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	31
	16
	20
	67

	
	46.3%
	23.9%
	29.9%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	49
	24
	23
	96

	
	51.0%
	25.0%
	24.0%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	22
	57
	35
	114

	
	19.3%
	50.0%
	30.7%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	18
	40
	5
	63

	
	28.6%
	63.5%
	7.9%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	21
	104
	0
	125

	
	16.8%
	83.2%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Total
	215
	305
	116
	636

	
	33.8%
	48.0%
	18.2%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Type of floor of selected crèche is shown in Table 3.20. Slightly more than half of the crèche centres had cemented floor. This was found more pronouncing in Karnataka (85.70 per cent) followed Andhra Pradesh (74.40 per cent), Assam (71.80 per cent) and West Bengal (70.10 per cent). More than 1/4th selected centres had tile floors. This was reported high in Himachal Pradesh (73.30 per cent), Maharashtra (59.40 per cent) and Madhya Pradesh (31.60 per cent). Interestingly, about 20 per cent centres had no floor. This was reported significantly high in Tripura (75.00 per cent), Madhya Pradesh (30.70 per cent), West Bengal (29.90 per cent) and Assam (28.20 per cent).

Table-3.20: Type of Floor of Crèche
	State
	Cemented
	Tiles
	None
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	5
	22
	3
	30

	
	16.7%
	73.3%
	10.0%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	49
	22
	15
	86

	
	57.0%
	25.6%
	17.4%
	100.0%

	Assam
	28
	0
	11
	39

	
	71.8%
	0.0%
	28.2%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	1
	3
	12
	16

	
	6.2%
	18.8%
	75.0%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	47
	0
	20
	67

	
	70.1%
	0.0%
	29.9%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	16
	57
	23
	96

	
	16.7%
	59.4%
	24.0%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	43
	36
	35
	114

	
	37.7%
	31.6%
	30.7%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	54
	4
	5
	63

	
	85.7%
	6.3%
	7.9%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	93
	31
	1
	125

	
	74.4%
	24.8%
	0.8%
	100.0%

	Total
	336
	175
	125
	636

	
	52.8%
	27.5%
	19.7%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Infrastructure and details of inmates in the selected crèche centres is shown in Table 3.21. Average number of rooms per crèche centre was reported to be low (1.47 only). However, the average number of rooms per crèche centre was reported significant in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka. Average number of staff in per crèche centre was reported to be more than 2 persons. However, in the state of Maharashtra and West Bengal, average number of staff was reported to be high. Most of the children living in crèche centres were reported to be belonging to BPL families. Similarly, the proportion of girl children living in the crèche centres was reported to be slightly low as compared to male children.


Table-3.21: Infrastructure and Details of Inmates in Crèche Centres
	State
	
	Number Of Rooms In The Crèche Centre
	Male Staff Members Present In The Crèche 
	Female Staff Members Present In The Crèche 
	Total Staff Members Present In The Crèche 
	Children from BPL families In The Crèche 
	Children from APL families Present In The Crèche 
	Male Children Present In Crèche 
	Female Children Present In Crèche 

	Himachal Pradesh
	Mean
	1.00
	0.00
	2.00
	2.00
	22.80
	2.40
	12.31
	13.93

	
	N
	30
	30
	30
	30
	30
	30
	29
	29

	Uttar Pradesh
	Mean
	1.24
	.00
	2.00
	2.00
	20.52
	4.29
	10.53
	11.58

	
	N
	86
	86
	86
	86
	86
	86
	81
	81

	Assam
	Mean
	1.08
	.00
	2.00
	2.00
	20.85
	3.92
	12.33
	12.33

	
	N
	39
	39
	39
	39
	39
	39
	39
	39

	Tripura
	Mean
	1.00
	.00
	2.00
	2.00
	12.75
	9.44
	11.31
	11.62

	
	N
	16
	16
	16
	16
	16
	16
	16
	16

	West Bengal
	Mean
	1.24
	2.61
	2.73
	5.34
	16.16
	3.43
	11.64
	13.01

	
	N
	67
	67
	67
	67
	67
	67
	67
	67

	Maharashtra
	Mean
	1.86
	.00
	2.67
	2.67
	29.10
	10.72
	17.90
	20.50

	
	N
	96
	96
	96
	96
	96
	96
	84
	84

	Madhya Pradesh
	Mean
	1.96
	.00
	2.00
	2.00
	20.02
	8.11
	15.70
	11.72

	
	N
	114
	114
	114
	114
	114
	114
	109
	109

	Karnataka
	Mean
	1.78
	.00
	2.00
	2.00
	21.27
	5.98
	15.48
	12.44

	
	N
	63
	63
	63
	63
	63
	63
	63
	63

	Andra Pradesh
	Mean
	1.16
	.00
	2.00
	2.00
	21.74
	5.88
	13.62
	13.58

	
	N
	125
	125
	125
	125
	125
	125
	125
	125

	Total
	Mean
	1.47
	.28
	2.18
	2.45
	21.51
	6.35
	13.94
	13.64

	
	N
	636
	636
	636
	636
	636
	636
	613
	613


Source: Field Survey, 2012.

Availability of infrastructural facilities in the selected crèche centres is shown in Table 3.22. Most of the crèche centres had proper and adequate infrastructural facilities such as clean and safe drinking water, mattress, cooking utensils, stove, gas cylinders or chulah, play materials and equipments, electricity supply, clean toilets and sanitation, safe playground, etc. However, infrastructural facilities were found to be low in case of pillows, blankets and quilts because of the fact that the project implementing agencies are unable to make avail such infrastructural facilities due to non-availability of adequate funds under the scheme. 


Table-3.22: Does the Crèche Centre Have Proper and Adequate Infrastructural Facilities
	State
	Electricity Supply
	Clean Toilets & Sanitation
	Clean & Safe Drinking Water
	Ventilation
	Safe Play Ground
	Play Materials   & Equipments
	Mattress
	Carts
	Pillows
	Blankets & Quits
	Bed, Bed Sheets Etc.
	Teaching & Learning Materials
	Sepearate Kitchen
	Stove, Gas Cylinders Or Chullah
	Cooking Utensils

	Himachal Pradesh
	13
	12
	27
	27
	0
	14
	30
	13
	10
	10
	13
	24
	2
	27
	30

	
	43.3%
	40.0%
	90.0%
	90.0%
	0.0%
	46.7%
	100.0%
	43.3%
	33.3%
	33.3%
	43.3%
	80.0%
	6.7%
	90.0%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	48
	44
	77
	67
	33
	49
	69
	29
	31
	23
	44
	50
	34
	64
	70

	
	55.8%
	51.2%
	89.5%
	77.9%
	38.4%
	57.0%
	80.2%
	33.7%
	36.0%
	26.7%
	51.2%
	58.1%
	39.5%
	74.4%
	81.4%

	Assam
	33
	33
	35
	35
	30
	34
	35
	37
	30
	23
	34
	39
	31
	35
	35

	
	84.6%
	84.6%
	89.7%
	89.7%
	76.9%
	87.2%
	89.7%
	94.9%
	76.9%
	59.0%
	87.2%
	100.0%
	79.5%
	89.7%
	89.7%

	Tripura
	9
	6
	13
	2
	5
	11
	11
	0
	6
	0
	1
	14
	5
	14
	13

	
	56.2%
	37.5%
	81.2%
	12.5%
	31.2%
	68.8%
	68.8%
	0.0%
	37.5%
	0.0%
	6.2%
	87.5%
	31.2%
	87.5%
	81.2%

	West Bengal
	46
	46
	64
	22
	18
	49
	38
	22
	19
	20
	23
	41
	21
	38
	40

	
	68.7%
	68.7%
	95.5%
	32.8%
	26.9%
	73.1%
	56.7%
	32.8%
	28.4%
	29.9%
	34.3%
	61.2%
	31.3%
	56.7%
	59.7%

	Maha-rashtra
	80
	49
	87
	41
	69
	88
	90
	45
	14
	27
	46
	94
	78
	75
	94

	
	83.3%
	51.0%
	90.6%
	42.7%
	71.9%
	91.7%
	93.8%
	46.9%
	14.6%
	28.1%
	47.9%
	97.9%
	81.2%
	78.1%
	97.9%

	Madhya Pradesh
	102
	90
	110
	51
	105
	95
	104
	90
	27
	28
	35
	107
	107
	101
	101

	
	89.5%
	78.9%
	96.5%
	44.7%
	92.1%
	83.3%
	91.2%
	78.9%
	23.7%
	24.6%
	30.7%
	93.9%
	93.9%
	88.6%
	88.6%

	Karnataka
	61
	61
	50
	27
	61
	61
	61
	61
	39
	39
	17
	61
	62
	41
	60

	
	96.8%
	96.8%
	79.4%
	42.9%
	96.8%
	96.8%
	96.8%
	96.8%
	61.9%
	61.9%
	27.0%
	96.8%
	98.4%
	65.1%
	95.2%

	Andhra Pradesh
	103
	107
	125
	124
	123
	121
	121
	95
	56
	38
	80
	90
	121
	95
	122

	
	82.4%
	85.6%
	100.0%
	99.2%
	98.4%
	96.8%
	96.8%
	76.0%
	44.8%
	30.4%
	64.0%
	72.0%
	96.8%
	76.0%
	97.6%

	Total
	495
	448
	588
	396
	444
	522
	559
	392
	232
	208
	293
	520
	461
	490
	565

	
	77.8%
	70.4%
	92.5%
	62.3%
	69.8%
	82.1%
	87.9%
	61.6%
	36.5%
	32.7%
	46.1%
	81.8%
	72.5%
	77.0%
	88.8%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Most of the centres had medical facility in the crèche centres or its adjoining areas as they have strong linkages with existing health centres located nearby crèche centres. However, availability of medical facility was found poor in Tripura and West Bengal as a significant proportion of crèche centres was located in remote areas (Table 3.23).
Table-3.23: Whether Medical Facility Available in the Crèche or Its Adjoining Areas
	State
	Yes
	No
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	30
	0
	30

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	81
	5
	86

	
	94.2%
	5.8%
	100.0%

	Assam
	39
	0
	39

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	8
	8
	16

	
	50.0%
	50.0%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	49
	18
	67

	
	73.1%
	26.9%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	90
	6
	96

	
	93.8%
	6.2%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	109
	5
	114

	
	95.6%
	4.4%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	61
	2
	63

	
	96.8%
	3.2%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	122
	3
	125

	
	97.6%
	2.4%
	100.0%

	Total
	589
	47
	636

	
	92.6%
	7.4%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Most of the crèche centres had First Aid Kit, however, about 29 per cent crèche centres in Andhra Pradesh and 27 per cent crèche centres in West Bengal had no First Aid Kit. Thus, non-availability of First Aid Kit in the centres shows health risk to the inmates (Table 3.24).
Table-3.24: Whether the Crèche Has First Aid Kit
	State
	Yes
	No
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	30
	0
	30

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	84
	2
	86

	
	97.7%
	2.3%
	100.0%

	Assam
	39
	0
	39

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	13
	3
	16

	
	81.2%
	18.8%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	49
	18
	67

	
	73.1%
	26.9%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	94
	2
	96

	
	97.9%
	2.1%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	107
	7
	114

	
	93.9%
	6.1%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	62
	1
	63

	
	98.4%
	1.6%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	89
	36
	125

	
	71.2%
	28.8%
	100.0%

	Total
	567
	69
	636

	
	89.2%
	10.8%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Most of the crèche centres had adequate facilities for cooking. However, only 31 per cent centres in West Bengal reported that they have adequate facility for cooking. Most of the centres had adequate cooking utensils and they are regularly cleaning them before and after use. However, cleaning of utensils was reported low in West Bengal, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. A significant proportion of crèche centres in West Bengal and Tripura had no adequate utensils for the feeding of young children (Table 3.25).
Table-3.25: Whether the Crèche Has Adequate Kitchen Facilities
	State
	Adequate Facility For Cooking

	Adequate Cooking Utensils
	Adequate Utensils For The Feeding The Children
	Adequate Proper And Regular Cleaning Of Utensils Before And After Use
	Adequate Keeping Of Utensils In Identified Space

	Himachal Pradesh
	27
	30
	30
	27
	27

	
	90.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	90.0%
	90.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	76
	82
	82
	77
	76

	
	88.4%
	95.3%
	95.3%
	89.5%
	88.4%

	Assam
	39
	37
	32
	37
	33

	
	100.0%
	94.9%
	82.1%
	94.9%
	84.6%

	Tripura
	11
	13
	12
	13
	11

	
	68.8%
	81.2%
	75.0%
	81.2%
	68.8%

	West Bengal
	21
	64
	41
	21
	21

	
	31.3%
	95.5%
	61.2%
	31.3%
	31.3%

	Maharashtra
	87
	96
	78
	68
	66

	
	90.6%
	100.0%
	81.2%
	70.8%
	68.8%

	Madhya Pradesh
	113
	110
	108
	106
	107

	
	99.1%
	96.5%
	94.7%
	93.0%
	93.9%

	Karnataka
	63
	63
	63
	63
	63

	
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	109
	124
	121
	105
	119

	
	87.2%
	99.2%
	96.8%
	84.0%
	95.2%

	Total
	546
	619
	567
	517
	523

	
	85.8%
	97.3%
	89.2%
	81.3%
	82.2%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.

About 70 per cent crèche centres had facilities of proper and regular chlorination or boiling of drinking water. However, a large proportion of crèche centres reported that they do not have facility for proper and regular chlorination or boiling of drinking water. This was found significantly high in Tripura (81.20 per cent), Himachal Pradesh (73.30 per cent), Madhya Pradesh (44.70 per cent) and Karnataka (38.10 per cent) (Table 3.26).
Table-3.26: Whether the Crèche Has Facility of Proper and Regular Chlorination or Boiling of Drinking Water
	State
	Yes
	No
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	8
	22
	30

	
	26.7%
	73.3%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	52
	34
	86

	
	60.5%
	39.5%
	100.0%

	Assam
	39
	0
	39

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	3
	13
	16

	
	18.8%
	81.2%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	47
	20
	67

	
	70.1%
	29.9%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	89
	7
	96

	
	92.7%
	7.3%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	63
	51
	114

	
	55.3%
	44.7%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	39
	24
	63

	
	61.9%
	38.1%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	107
	18
	125

	
	85.6%
	14.4%
	100.0%

	Total
	447
	189
	636

	
	70.3%
	29.7%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Most of the centres reported that food is acceptable to young children. However, it is difficult to manage food and nutrition as there is very low and nominal budgetary allocations for food and nutrition under the crèche scheme (Table 3.27).
Table-3.27: Whether the Food is Acceptable to Babies and Children in the Crèche
	State
	Yes
	No
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	30
	0
	30

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	83
	3
	86

	
	96.5%
	3.5%
	100.0%

	Assam
	39
	0
	39

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	15
	1
	16

	
	93.8%
	6.2%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	66
	1
	67

	
	98.5%
	1.5%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	96
	0
	96

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	112
	2
	114

	
	98.2%
	1.8%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	63
	0
	63

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	122
	3
	125

	
	97.6%
	2.4%
	100.0%

	Total
	626
	10
	636

	
	98.4%
	1.6%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Most of the crèche centres reported that food being provided to young children in the crèche centres is adequate. However, a large proportion of crèche centres in Himachal Pradesh (46.70 per cent), Assam (30.80 per cent) and Andhra Pradesh (21.60 per cent) had no adequate food for young children 
(Table 3.28). 
Table-3.28: Whether the Food is Adequate Being Provided to Babies and Children in the Crèche
	State
	Yes
	No
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	16
	14
	30

	
	53.3%
	46.7%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	81
	5
	86

	
	94.2%
	5.8%
	100.0%

	Assam
	27
	12
	39

	
	69.2%
	30.8%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	14
	2
	16

	
	87.5%
	12.5%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	65
	2
	67

	
	97.0%
	3.0%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	93
	3
	96

	
	96.9%
	3.1%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	109
	5
	114

	
	95.6%
	4.4%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	63
	0
	63

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	98
	27
	125

	
	78.4%
	21.6%
	100.0%

	Total
	566
	70
	636

	
	89.0%
	11.0%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Most of the centres reported that present food preparation is suitable for maintaining nutritional value, cleanliness and taste. However, a large proportion of crèche centres reported that present preparation of food is not suitable for maintaining cleanliness. This was found significantly high in West Bengal and Assam (Table 3.29). 
Table-3.29: Whether Present Food Preparation is Suitable for Health
	State
	Maintaining Nutritional Value
	Cleanliness
	Taste
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	27
	14
	14
	30

	
	90.0%
	46.7%
	46.7%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	80
	55
	54
	86

	
	93.0%
	64.0%
	62.8%
	100.0%

	Assam
	39
	12
	12
	39

	
	100.0%
	30.8%
	30.8%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	15
	14
	14
	16

	
	93.8%
	87.5%
	87.5%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	36
	10
	31
	67

	
	53.7%
	14.9%
	46.3%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	89
	80
	84
	96

	
	92.7%
	83.3%
	87.5%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	62
	107
	107
	114

	
	54.4%
	93.9%
	93.9%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	39
	63
	63
	63

	
	61.9%
	100.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	122
	86
	96
	125

	
	97.6%
	68.8%
	76.8%
	100.0%

	Total
	509
	441
	475
	636

	
	80.0%
	69.3%
	74.7%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Most of the centres reported that they are maintaining and upkeeping of records. However, a large proportion of centres in Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Maharashtra and Tripura are not maintaining and upkeeping of records (Table 3.30). 
Table-3.30: Maintaining and Upkeeping of Records
	State
	Attendance Register
	Stock Register
	Others
	All
	Total

	Himachal Pradesh
	1
	0
	0
	29
	30

	
	3.3%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	96.7%
	100.0%

	Uttar Pradesh
	3
	31
	0
	52
	86

	
	3.5%
	36.0%
	0.0%
	60.5%
	100.0%

	Assam
	0
	0
	0
	39
	39

	
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%

	Tripura
	16
	0
	0
	0
	16

	
	100.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%

	West Bengal
	19
	0
	0
	48
	67

	
	28.4%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	71.6%
	100.0%

	Maharashtra
	11
	0
	14
	71
	96

	
	11.5%
	0.0%
	14.6%
	74.0%
	100.0%

	Madhya Pradesh
	0
	0
	5
	109
	114

	
	0.0%
	0.0%
	4.4%
	95.6%
	100.0%

	Karnataka
	0
	0
	0
	63
	63

	
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%

	Andhra Pradesh
	0
	0
	0
	125
	125

	
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%
	100.0%
	100.0%

	Total
	50
	31
	19
	536
	636

	
	7.9%
	4.9%
	3.0%
	84.3%
	100.0%


Source: Field Survey, 2012.
Care and protection of young children particularly belonging to vulnerable and marginalized communities is important development agenda of government in India. Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche Scheme for working mothers is being implemented in collaboration with civil society organizations. The budgetary support under the scheme is low in view of the increasing demand for institutional care and protection of young children. There has been declining trend in the number of crèche centres over the period besides declining quality of infrastructural facilities in crèche centres as budgetary provision under the scheme is found to be meager. It is really difficult to create and maintain infrastructural facilities and providing food and nutrition to the young children. Most of the selected centres reported that the infrastructural facilities available are adequate and proper for the young children. However, in some of the states infrastructural facilities for sleeping, playing, medical and health care as well as food and nutrition is found to be poor. These states are Tripura, Assam, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 
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