Preface & Acknowledgement
In the changing business and economic environment, women are entering the job market with increase employment opportunities and also gender inclusive policies. Economic liberalization, globalization and privatization have brought out significant changes in society, polity and economy. With the breaking of joint family system and the increased phenomena of nuclear families, working women need support in terms of care for their young children while they are at work. Effective day care for young children is essential for providing support to both mothers and young children. It is also a protective measure which addresses the issues of child labour, school drop outs, outreach for medical and health programme, female literacy, malnutrition, etc. Hence, there is imperative need to improve the quality and outreach of child day care services for working mothers and also achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche Scheme for Working Mothers has been implemented by Government of India under the Ministry of Women and Child Development and the responsibility of its effective implementation has been entrusted to Central Social Welfare Board along with two other nodal agencies viz., Indian Council for Child Welfare and Bhartiya Adim Jati Sewak Sangh. The programme is being implemented in partnership with civil society organizations and some of private and corporate agencies. Present study purports to examine the functioning and performance of the scheme and suggesting the measures for its effective implementation.
The study has been planned in nine chapters.  Chapter 1st is introductory one which provides rationale, objectives, research methodology of the study. Chapter 2nd deals with care and protection of young children. It also provides theoretical, policy and legal perspective pertaining to child care, protection and development.  Chapter 3rd is concerned with performance of Rajiv Gandhi National Crèche Scheme for Working Mothers. The chapter is based on secondary data and information obtained from observation of crèches in selected states during the field survey. Chapter 4th examines the role of Project Implementing Agencies in implementation of the scheme. Chapter 5th is concerned with infrastructural facilities existing in crèches of the selected states. Chapter 6th is related with analysis of socio-economic profile of beneficiaries (working mothers) and their participation in the scheme. Chapter 7th is concerned with analysis of view perception of people’s representatives while Chapter 8th is related with analysis of view perception of state officials. Chapter 9th is concluding one which provides analysis of major research findings and policy recommendations.
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