Chapter 7

SOCIOECONOMIC FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH LIBERATION AND REHABILITATION OF SCAVENGERS

Having examined the status of scavenging and scavengers and the participation of scavengers in programmes of liberation and rehabilitation, it is considered relevant to probe into underlying social and economic factors. It is well known that people's response to interventions tended to differ depending upon their placement in social and structural framework of society. This holds good also for scavengers' participation in programmes of their liberation and rehabilitation. 

The association of different socioeconomic factors was examined in relation to 48 selected components of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers which inter alia included involvement of respondents as well as family in scavenging work, nature of scavenging work, its continuation/discontinuation, awareness, efficacy and adequacy of training in alternative occupations and awareness, use and efficacy of rehabilitation programme. (A summarised view of the relationship of selected socioeconomic factors with selected components of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers is provided in table 7.1.1and 7.1.2)

An attempt is made also to examine the influence of selected socioeconomic factors on the involvement of non beneficiaries in scavenging  work and their perceptions about different aspects of the scheme. For this propose, 34 components were selected and each of these were studied in relation to eight socioeconomic factors, namely, habitat, education, age, gender, marital status, family type, family size and main family occupation. The association of habitat has already been examined in chapter 6.

This chapter deals with the results of association of selected socioeconomic factors with the problem under investigation. In case of beneficiaries, relevant data are presented in tables 7.1.1 through 7.9.7, while those related to non-beneficiaries are depicted in table 7.10.1 through 7.17.5.  A summarized view of association is being provided here in tables 7.1.1 and 7.1.2 and 7.10.1 and 7.10.2. All remaining tables providing detailed data are attached in annexure 1.

                                        CASE OF BENEFICIARIES 

An attempt in this section has been made to examine the association of each selected socioeconomic factor with the involvement of respondents in scavenging work and their participation in programmes of liberation and rehabilitation.

Training in alternative occupation : 

The question whether training of scavengers in alternative occupations has affected their participation in the programmes of liberation and rehabilitation is also examined here. As is evident from data in table 7.1.1 training has significantly influenced about one-third of the components of liberation and rehabilitation and in case of two-third of components, trained as well as untrained beneficiaries are found more or less similar in their attitudes and practices. In cases where association was found significant, positive association was noted with respect to 9 components and negative in remaining 6 components.

The components which were significantly and positively influenced by training were: involvement in cleaning of septic tanks, viewing scavenging work insulting and downgrading, family opposing continuation of scavenging, inclined to discontinue scavenging work, possession of skills necessary to take up alternative occupation, awareness about availability of training facilities for scavengers, viewing rehabilitation programmes helpful for initiating self-employment venture and considered increased employment opportunities important for making rehabilitation programme effective.

The components with which training exposure was found negatively associated include involvement of scavengers in cleaning of latrines, inclination to obtain further training, provision of training for increased number of scavengers, awareness about incentives and facilities for rehabilitation of liberated scavengers grouped under category 'others, feeling of satisfaction about rehabilitation programmes and provision of increased amount of loan and grants to make the rehabilitation programme more effective.  

Education : 

Education has been recognized as a most significant instrument of social change. It equips individuals with knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for personality development and socioeconomic improvement. This being the case, the level of education of respondents is likely to influence the awareness of scavengers and their participation in liberation and rehabilitation programme as also the aspirations to lead a dignified life. How far such an assumption holds true has been examined in table 7.1.1

As revealed by data, education has emerged as the second most important factor, next only to main family occupation, in influencing the participation of scavengers in programmes of their liberation and rehabilitation: education was found significantly associated with 56.25% of the total of 48 components. In some, the association was positive, while in others it was negative. In some cases, the association, despite being significant, did not reveal any specific trend.  

The positive and significant association of education was noted with respect to six components which include involvement in disposal of house/cattle waste, family opposition to continuation of scavenging work, keenness to discontinue scavenging work, awareness about provision of training in alternative occupations, viewing rehabilitation programmes helpful in improving social status and enlargement of the scope of alternative occupations to make rehabilitation programme more effective. However, education was found negatively associated with eight components, namely involvement in scavenging work, cleaning of latrines, and drains/sewers, viewing training facilities adequate, viewing training helpful in getting good salaried job, viewing rehabilitation programmes helpful in increasing income and increase in employment opportunities to make rehabilitation programmes more effective. The association of education with 13 other renaming components was found significant but no specific trend emerged about the relationships.

Age :

The factor of age is known to influence person's attitude towards change. This explains why persons of younger age have greater disposition towards adoption of new ideas and abandonment of traditional practices. In the present context, while most aspects remain unaffected by age, significant differences between age groups were observed in case of 37.50% of the components related to programmes of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers: the association in some cases was positive, in others it is negative and in still others the trend is not clearly discernible.
The positive association of age was clearly observed with respect to three aspects, namely, number of scavengers working on full time basis, number working on fixed wages and those favoured increase in the number of scavengers to be trained in alternative occupations. The association of age was found negative in case of four areas: number pursuing scavenging work, experience opposition of family for continuing scavenging work, number desiring to discontinue scavenging work and viewing rehabilitation programme helpful in getting better salaried job. In eleven components, the difference between age groups are noted significant but the trend of relationship is not clearly emerged. In short, 62.50% of the components under study remained unaffected by age. This implies that beneficiaries of different age groups hold more or less similar views on the problems and participated in the programmes of liberation and rehabilitation uniformly. 

An attempt in this section has been made to examined the association of each selected socioeconomic factor work the involvement of respondent in scavengers work and their part option programmes of liberation and rehabilitation.  
Gender : 

In Indian society, division of work among people based on gender is a historical fact. The social framework prescribes women household oriented roles while men are expected to work in the fields or in production tasks and services carried outside the household.  The scavenging work in the community is also traditionally performed by women mainly to supplement family income, while men act as main bread earners and work outside the households. This being the case, the participation in programmes of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers is likely to be influenced by gender. Such an assumption is being examined with the help of data in table 7.1. 

As is evident, among different factors considered, participation in programmes of liberation and rehabilitation is least influenced by gender. Of the 48 components considered, gender was significantly associated with only 8 (16.67%); in rest of the cases, males and females do not differ four each other in any significant manner.

Of the 8 components significantly affected by gender, it was positively associated only with 5 of them which include family opposition to scavenging work, desire to discontinue scavenging work, awareness about the law prohibiting use of dry latrines, conversion of dry latrines into water-sealed ones and government efforts to promote the same. In other words, more males than females share these aspects related to the problem. The components in which gender was found negatively associated with the problem under study include working as scavengers, involvement in sweeping of roads, and awareness about incentives and facilities grouped under "others" for rehabilitation of scavengers. 

Family Attributes : 

Family attributes such as marital status, family type and family size tend to influence participation in labour force, income generating activities, out migration and similar other aspects. Thus, more singles than married are involved in out migration and income-generating activities outside the households. Likewise, in joint and large size families, more young women than the older ones remain occupied with child care and household activities leaving little time for taking up income generating activities especially outside the household/ village or town. Further, participation in labour force favourably influenced by large size families than by smaller and nuclear families. If this is so, it was considered relevant to probe into association of family attributes with participation of scavengers in their liberation and rehabilitation.

Marital Status : 
Of the 48 components, 12 are significantly influenced by marital status, 8 positively and 4 negatively. The marital status is positively associated with involvement in cleaning of latrines, awareness about (i) law prohibiting manual scavenging, (ii) efforts being made towards promotion of alternatives to dry latrines, (iii) conversion of dry latrines into water-sealed latrines, (iv) availability of loans/grants for conversion of dry latrines, (v) provision of grants for initiating alternative occupation, viewing rehabilitation programmes helpful in increasing income, and satisfaction with rehabilitation programmes. The components with which marital status is negatively associated included involvement in disposal of house/cattle waste, awareness about incentives/ facilities for rehabilitation of liberated scavengers grouped under 'others', viewing of rehabilitation as helpful in getting better job and favouring increase in employment opportunities as a measure to make rehabilitation of scavengers more effective. Thus, marital status did not play any role in participation of scavengers in three-fourth of the components.

Family Type :
In the history, joint family system had played formidable role in moulding the personality of its members as also in the life of community and society. In the present context also, the family pattern has significantly influenced 11 of the 48 components (22.92%) of participation in liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers. Conversely, different aspects of the problem remained, overwhelmingly, unaffected by the family type. The components, which were positively influenced by joint family system included involvement of family members in scavenging work, keenness to obtain training in alternative occupations and viewing rehabilitation programmes satisfactory. The negative association of family type was noted with 8 components, namely, training facilities perceived as adequate, viewing training helpful in enhancing possibilities of self-employment, making training programmes more effective through increasing number of short duration courses, number of scavengers in training courses and provision of scholarship to the scavengers in all training courses to be attended by them, awareness about facilities and incentives for rehabilitation of scavengers falling under category "others", viewing rehabilitation programmes helpful in providing opportunities for self-employment and increase in the amount of loan and grants to make rehabilitation programmes more effective. 

Family Size : 
The large size families more than those with smaller size are able to spare more members for undertaking economic activities to supplement family income. This being the case, the participation of scavengers belonging to large size families is likely to be greater as compared to those of smaller size. Data indicated that large size families significantly influenced participation of scavengers only in one-third of the components. Conversely, family size does not influence participation of scavengers in two-third of the components.

There are four components with which family size was positively associated, namely, involvement of family members in scavenging work, awareness about training facilities in alternative occupation, viewing training helpful in enhancing social status and increase in employment opportunities to make rehabilitation programme more effective. In rest of the castes, with a single exception, the association was found negative; these include cleaning of latrines, viewing present training adequate to liberate scavengers, viewing training helpful in increasing income as also in enhancing possibility of self-employment, increase in the number of short duration courses and provision of scholarship in all training programme as measure to make training more effective, awareness about law prohibiting construction of dry latrines and manual scavenging, government efforts for making  promotion of alternatives to dry latrines and conversion of dry latrines into water sealed latrines, and greater coverage of scavengers by grants. The association of family size with the perception of rehabilitation programme as tool to improve social status was also found significant but no specific trend about such an association has emerged. 

Main Family Occupation : 
As earlier indicated the scavengers are pursuing either service in government or public or private organizations or practicing scavenging as main source of family earning. The other sources are of little consequence. Hence, two main occupations, namely, scavenging and non-scavenging were conceived and compared in terms of their association with participation of scavengers in programmes of their liberation and rehabilitation.

Data in table 7.1.1 indicated that family occupation has emerged as the most important factor affecting participation of scavengers in their liberation and rehabilitation programme. It was found significantly associated with 70.83% of the total components considered for the study. In other words, only in 29.17% of the components, the compared occupational groups did not show any significant differences. Data further indicated that occupational distribution has positively influenced 26 out of 34 components of participation in liberation and rehabilitation programmes. Conversely, the beneficiaries pursuing scavenging as main family occupation registered greater participation than their counterparts in different components. It appears quite logical for persons to look for employment avenues in vocations resembling their past experiences rather than to experiment with the new and unfamiliar jobs.

The components where family occupation was found to be negatively associated include number of respondents working as scavengers on full time basis as also on fixed wages, possession of skills in alternative occupations and acquisition of training in alternative occupations, viewing training helpful in improving social status, awareness about facilities for rehabilitation falling under category "others", and increase in employment opportunities as also in number  alternative occupations as measures to make rehabilitation programme more effective.

Relative contribution of socioeconomic factors :

The association of selected socioeconomic factors with the participation of scavengers in their liberation and rehabilitation programmes has been examined in the preceding section. From the above, it may be observed that the problem under investigation was not influenced uniformly by various factors considered. Conversely, they have exercised varying degree of influence on the problem under study. An attempt was, therefore, made to examine the relative position with respect to participation of scavengers in their liberation and rehabilitation programmes. Based on the results of chi-square, the relative position of different socioeconomic factors in relation to the problem under study is depicted in table 7.1.2.  

Table 7.1.2

Summary of chi-square test showing association between socioeconomic factors and selected components of beneficiaries' participation in liberation and rehabilitation programmes

	S. No.
	Factors
	Number of components having association

	
	
	Significantly positive
	Significantly negative
	Significant but neither positive nor negative
	Total
	No. significant association

	1
	Training exposure*
	9
	6
	0
	15 (31.91)
	32 (68.09)

	2
	Education
	6
	8
	13
	27 (56.25)
	21 (43.75)

	3
	Age
	3
	4
	11
	18 (37.50)
	30 (62.50)

	4
	Gender
	5
	3
	0
	8 (16.67)
	40 (83.33)

	5
	Marital status
	8
	4
	0
	12 (25.00)
	36 (75.00)

	6
	Family type
	3
	8
	0
	11 (22.92)
	37 (77.08)

	7
	Family size
	4
	11
	1
	16 (33.33)
	32 (66.67)

	8
	Family occupation
	26
	8
	0
	34 (70.83)
	14 (29.17)

	
	*
As acquisition of training in alternative occupation itself forms part of different measures/ 
components of participation in liberation and rehabilitation programmes, the number of 
components with which its association was worked out reduced to 47.


As can be seen from table 7.1.2, main family occupation and educational level have emerged as two most important factors in influencing participation of scavengers in liberation and rehabilitation programmes. Each of these has significantly affected majority of the components of liberation and rehabilitation considered in the study. The factors which have exerted moderate influence affecting over 30% of the total components included age, family size, and training exposure. The factors of marital status, family type and gender could exert significant influence on less than 30% of the components and are thus ranked lowest among different factors in exercising influence on the problem under study.

FACTORS AFFECTING RESPONSE OF NON- BENEFICIARIES :
An attempt was made in the preceding section to find out the socioeconomic factors associated with the participation of scavengers in the programmes of liberation and   rehabilitation   in alternative occupations. This section tries to identify factors affecting involvement of non-beneficiaries in scavenging work and their perceptions about the scheme of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers in alternative occupations. The results by habitat have already been discussed in chapter 6. Now the findings are being analysed in relation to seven socioeconomic factors, namely, age, education, gender, marital status, family type, family size, and family occupation. While results of   association are the provided in tables 7.11.1 through 7.17.5 attached at Annexure 2, a summarised view is provided here in tables 7.10.1 and 7.10.2

As can be seen, Table 7.10.1 provides results of a association of seven socioeconomic factors with 34 components relating to scavenging work and the scheme of liberation and rehabilitation. From data, three significant points have emerged: (i) most components considered here remained unaffected by seven socioeconomic factors considered here; and (ii) only a few of the socioeconomic factors have been able to exercise moderate influence on the problem, and (iii) among seven factors, marital status has emerged as the most important factor followed by education. The factors of age and family type exercised no influence on any of the components considered on the study. Besides, the association of gender with the problem was also found to be non-significant except in three of the 34 components. 

Age : The factor of age was not significantly associated with any of the 34 components considered in the study. Thus, the non-beneficiaries, irrespective of their age, are involved in different scavenging practices and hold more or similar views on the liberation from scavenging work as also on scavengers' participation in the scheme of rehabilitation. 

Education : Though over two-third of the components (73.53%) remain unaffected by educational level of the respondents; it has emerged second most important factor which was found significantly associated with 26.47% of the components covered under the study. Of these, it was positively associated with three: awareness about provision of loans and grants for taking up alternative occupation, favoured increase in number of trainings as also in number of scavengers in them. Negative association was noted with involvement in scavenging as a hereditary occupation. The role of education level was found significant in another five components as well but specific trend in the relationship did not emerge in any of these cases. 

Gender: Normally, gender tended to influence work distribution among males and females, but in the present case, all the components except two are not affected by gender. This implies that male and female non-beneficiaries are more or less equally involved in scavenging work and hold more or less similar views about the scheme of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers. Three of the components in which males differ from females significantly and positively are: cleaning of septic tanks, viewing scavenging work insulting and holding assured income responsible for its continuation.

Marital Status: Among seven socioeconomic factors considered here, marital status emerged as the most significant factor associated with the problem under study. It was found significantly associated with 12 components (35.29%) out of which positive association with noted with two: practicing scavenging as a hereditary occupation and involvement in cleaning of latrines. In remaining cases, the association was negative. Clearly, more unmarried view scavenging damaging to their status, are more aware about the measures related to liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers and the need of improvement therein. 

Family type: Data in table 7.10.1 showed that none of the 34 components was significantly affected by membership of joint or nuclear family systems. The non-beneficiaries from both joint as well as nuclear families are more or less equally involved in scavenging work, feel inclined to continue or discontinue it, and hold more or less similar views about the scheme of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers.

Family size: Family size, which is closely linked to the supply of labour force for participation in income generating activities, is found significantly associated with 17.65% of the total components. It means overwhelming proportion of components remain unaffected by family size. Except in case of one component with which family size was found negatively and significantly associated, no clear trend in relationship has emerged in case of the rest. 

Main Family Occupation: Among seven socioeconomic factors, main family occupation has emerged third most important factor and was found significantly associated with 20.59% of the components. Here also, the remaining (79.41%) components remain unaffected by main family occupation. It was found significantly and positively associated with practicing scavenging as a hereditary occupation and viewing measures to liberate and rehabilitate scavengers satisfactory. The present involvement in scavenging occupation was negatively associated with willingness to continue scavenging, awareness about restrictions imposed on construction of dry latrines, provision of training facilities, as also of loans and grants for taking up alternative occupation, and viewing increase in alternative occupations essential for the success of rehabilitation programmes. 

From the forgoing analysis, it is clear that socioeconomic factors influenced the response of the beneficiaries more than that of the non-beneficiaries and that marital status and education have emerged among two most important socioeconomic factors associated with the problem under study. Further, factors of gender and family type exercised least influence on the phenomenon under reference among both beneficiaries as well as non-beneficiaries. Interestingly, while the factor of age did not affect the problem at all in case of non- beneficiaries, it emerged as one of the three most important factors among beneficiaries. The results of association of selected socioeconomic factors with practices and perceptions of non-beneficiaries are depicted in table 7.10.2.

Table 7.10.2
Summary of results of chi-square test showing association between socioeconomic factors and selected practices and perceptions of non-beneficiaries relating to the implementation of the scheme of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers

	S. No.
	Factors
	No. of components with which significantly associated
	Total
	No significant association

	
	
	Positive
	Negative
	Neither negatively nor positive
	
	

	1
	Age
	0
	0
	0
	0 (0.00)
	34 (100.00)

	2
	Education
	3
	1
	5
	9 (26.47)
	25 (73.53)

	3
	Gender
	3
	0
	0
	3 (8.82)
	31 (91.18)

	4
	Marital status
	2
	10
	0
	12 (35.29)
	22 (64.71)

	5
	Family type
	0
	0
	0
	0(0.00)
	34 (100.00)

	6
	Family size
	0
	1
	5
	6 (17.65)
	28 (82.35)

	7
	Family occupation
	2
	5
	0
	7 (20.59)
	27 (79.41)


As is evident, marital status followed by education has exercised greatest influence on the practices and perceptions affecting respectively 35.29% and 26.47% of the components taken into account in the study. The factors of age and family type exercised no influence on any of the components and the association of gender was also found to be non-significant except in three. 

Summary : 

Beneficiaries : Family occupation and education emerged most important factors associated significantly with large majority of the components relating to liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers. Factors that significantly affected over 30% of the components of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers are: age, family size and training in alternative occupations. Marital status, family type and gender were found significantly associated with one-fourth or less number of the components of liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers.

Non-beneficiaries : Not a single factor was found significantly associated with most of the component of practices and perception relating to liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers. The factors of marital status and education have significantly influenced only over one-third and one-fourth of the components respectively. While gender played little role, the factor of age and family type did not significantly affect any of the component considered here at all.
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