PREFACE
The study of the Impact of Scheme of Training and Rehabilitation on Socioeconomic Improvement of Scavengers in Rajasthan was carried out with the financial grant received from the Planning Commission, SER Division, Government of India. We wish to express our deep sense of gratitude and sincere thanks to the Planning Commission for entrusting our Institute such an important study. 

Historically, The group of scavengers is placed lowest in the caste hierarchy, the members of which are bound by traditional obligation and customary rules to practice removal of night soil physically for its disposal. The scavengers pursuing this occupation are grossly underpaid, quite often abused and living a life of degradation and deprivation. Besides the efforts made by several national and international organizations and social reformers, Government of India initiated several steps since Independence to liberate scavengers from manual cleaning of night soil and rehabilitate them in alternative dignified occupations which culminated in a) launching of the National Scheme of Liberation and Rehabilitation of Scavengers and their Dependents in 1992, b) enactment of the Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act 1993, and c) promotion of alternatives to dry latrines in the form of water-sealed latrines. These and similar other programmes were in operation for over a decade resulting in substantial improvements in the conditions of scavengers. 

However, the concern is being expressed even in official circles about the continued plight of the vast majority of the scavengers, lack of data on the present status of scavengers and the scavenging, low impact different measures had on the socioeconomic improvement of the group. The present study was, therefore, carried out to meet this gap to some extent.

It was carried in Ajmer and Udaipur districts of Rajasthan with 554 beneficiaries and 138 non-beneficiaries drawn from two cities, four towns and eight villages. In addition, departmental officials and office bearers of scavengers' organisations were also approached for obtaining their perspective on the problem under study. The present report is based on the analysis of data obtained from these and similar other sources. Besides, information made available especially by Department of Social Welfare, Government of Rajasthan, the Rajasthan State SC and ST Finance and Development Cooperative Cooperation Ltd., Sulabh International Social Service Organisation and its Vocational Training Centers, Nai Disha, was also used in this study.

Data were collected during the months of May-August, 2006. The report is broadly divided in to eight chapters. Besides, eight annexures having relevance to the problem under study are also added which we hope would prove helpful in grasping the findings.

While the programmes and measures initiated for the liberation and rehabilitation of scavenging population may have many strengths as also limitations, the aspect which adversely affected the study considerably was the absence of seriousness in making training arrangements with undefined role of concerned departments therein. This was compensated partly by the information and views obtained from different categories of respondents themselves and vocational training center at Alwar run by Sulabh International Social Service Organization that imparts training to the members of scavenging community in different alternative occupations.

The successful conduct of the present study was made possible with the help and support extended by different organisations and individuals. At the outset, we wish to express our very special thanks for the information support and help extended by  the Department of Social Welfare, Govt. of Rajasthan, the Rajasthan State SC & ST Finance and Development Cooperative Corporation Ltd. and its district offices located at Ajmer and Udaipur, Directorate of Technical Education, Govt. of Rajasthan, Jodhpur, District Rural Development Agency, Ajmer and Udaipur, Sulabh International Social Service Organisation, New Delhi and its Vocational Training Centers, Nai Disha, at Alwar in Rajasthan and various scavengers' organisations operating in districts of Ajmer and Udaipur.

The study was made possible also by the willing cooperation extended by our respondents from sampled cities, towns and villages, and from government offices, hospitals, educational institutions and commercial establishments. Besides, we were greatly benefited by the observations of officials of different departments concerned with the development of scavenging community. We wish to extend our special thanks to each one of them.

In addition, we were helped immensely by Shri G.S. Narwani, IAS (Retd.), Former Director, Deptt. of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj, Govt. of Rajasthan, Professor  Brij Raj Chauhan, Former Professor of Sociology & renowned Sociologist, Professor K.K. Jacob, Former Principal, Udaipur School of Social Work, and Dr A.B. Phatak, renowned educationist and former faculty of the Institute of Advance Studies in Educational Research and Training, Vidya Bhavan Udaipur. We feel extremely grateful to them for the help and cooperation we received at different stages of the study. 

The members of the research team, namely, Ms. Deepti Bhandari, Shri Himmat Singh Chundawat and Ms. Meena Pawar deserve our appreciation for the efforts they made in collection and tabulation of data. In addition, Shri Indrajit Goswami, Faculty of Udaipur School of Social Work, Shri Laxmi Narayan Salvi, and Shri Gopal Sharma have also extended help in computer analysis of data and preparation of report for which we extend our thanks to each of them.
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