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PREFACE
A research project on Evaluation of Socio-economic Development in Small Areas was undertaken by Indian Society of Agricultural Statistics, New Delhi.  Development is a process, which improves the quality of life.  It requires a balanced human resource development in the country.  Development of social sector along with technology absorption in agriculture could be considered as the primary objective of any economic developmental effort.  The developmental programmes have been taken up in the country in a planned way with the main objective of enhancing the quality of life of people by providing the basic necessities as well as effecting improvement of economic well being.  Economic regeneration attempted in successive Five Year Plans has made agriculture a pride of the country’s economy.  This sector today provides livelihood to about  70 per cent of the labour force.  Major objective of rural development has been the alleviation of poverty in the rural areas.  The programmes for rural development have to be specific in its objectives to bring about a directional change and uniform agricultural development.  

The present study deals with the evaluation of the levels of development in agriculture, infrastructural facilities and overall socio-economic fields by constructing the composite index of development at community development block level in the state of Uttar Pradesh.  For this study, the blocks have been taken as the unit of analysis.  Three hundred eighty community development blocks coming from 32 districts of Uttar Pradesh have been included in the analysis.  Data on 23 socio-economic variables for the year 2001 have been analysed for the study. It would be quite interesting and useful to evaluate the level of development at block level since there has been a growing consensus about the need of micro level planning in the country. Knowledge of level of development at block level will help in identifying where a given block stands in relation to others.  

The Planning Commission, Government of India has financially supported this project.  Authors wish to thank the authorities in the Planning Commission for providing financial help.  

The data for this investigation have been obtained from Shri V.K. Singh, Joint Director (Agricultural Statistics), Department of Agriculture, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow and Director of Economics & Statistics, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow.  We wish to thank them for their support in providing the required data.

We take this opportunity to thank Prof. Prem Narain, Executive President and  Dr. S.D. Sharma, Secretary of Indian Society of Agricultural Statistics for providing necessary facilities and technical support for carrying out this investigation. Our thanks are also due to Miss Priyanka Shahi and  Shri Dharmendra Singh for analyzing the data on computer for this study.  We are also thankful to Shri Satish Kumar for typing the report.  

New Delhi.                                                                                       V.K. Bhatia

May, 2004                                                                                            S.C. Rai

FOREWORD

Rural development basically aims at upliftment of socio-economic condition of rural community. The main objectives of rural development programmes are to uplift the people living below the poverty line by providing self-employment through income generating activities, to provide wage employment to rural persons and also to create permanent assets for strengthening the rural economy.  These programmes are meant for poverty alleviation, reducing unemployment and to give additional employment to people living in the rural areas.  The developmental programmes are being implemented in the country through various community development blocks.  

Green Revolution has certainly enhanced the agricultural production in the country but it has not been able to reduce substantially the regional disparities in pace of development.  It is quite important to estimate the level of rural development.  I am glad to see that the authors have evaluated the level of socio-economic development in 380 community development blocks of Uttar Pradesh.  Authors have also suggested the strategies for making improvement in the level of low developed areas.  

The study has immense importance from the policy point of view and it may help in understanding the importance of micro level planning in the country.  I hope such studies should be conducted in other states also so that a uniform developmental pattern may be achieved in the country. 

S.D. SHARMA

  Secretary, ISAS
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The study deals with the evaluation of agricultural development, infra-structural facilities and overall socio-economic development at block level in the state of Uttar Pradesh. The state is predominantly rural and agrarian. About 80 percent population of the state comes from rural areas. The study throws light on the association between the levels of development of agricultural and socio-economic sectors. The specific objectives of the study are as follows:

a) To estimate the level of development of agricultural sector, infra-structural facilities and overall socio-economic field based on optimum combination of developmental indicators of different blocks.

b) To examine the level of association between the developments in agriculture and socio-economic sectors and to evaluate the impact of infra-structural facilities on the levels of development.

c) To evaluate the regional imbalances in the level of development and to classify the blocks into different stages of development such as high level, high middle level, lower middle level and low level.

d) To identify the model blocks for the low developed blocks and to estimate the potential target of various developmental indicators for improving the level of development.

e) To study the impact of literacy level on the status of development.

Each region of the state faces situational factors of development unique to it as well as common administrative and financial problems. Indicators common to all the blocks have been included in the analysis for evaluating the level of development. Data on developmental indicators are mostly from the year     2001-02.

Three hundred eighty community development blocks coming from thirty two districts of Uttar Pradesh have been selected for the study. A total of twenty three developmental indicators have been analyzed for the estimation of Socio-economic development of different blocks. Twelve indicators directly depict the level of development of agricultural sectors and eleven indicators are connected with the infra-structural facilities. These indicators are the major interacting components of development in the block area.

Blocks have been taken as the unit of analysis and they have been classified according to their level of development. A knowledge of the level of development will help in identifying where a given block stands in relation to others.

Development is a multidimensional process which is continuous in nature. There are several methods of evaluating the level of development but most of the methods are having their own limitations. A major limitation arises from the assumptions made about the developmental indicators themselves and their weightage in the aggregate index, limitations of the methods of Principal Component Analysis, Multiple Factor Analysis, Aggregation method, Monetary Index Method, Ratio Index Method, Ranking Method are pointed out and a new method of estimation of Composite Index of Development has been proposed. The method is easy and quite useful. The blocks can be ranked and divided into various categories of development. The method is capable of identifying the model blocks for the low developed blocks. The method also provides the estimation procedure for fixing up the potential targets of developmental indicators in respect of low developed blocks. The association between the developments of different sectors can also be studied by this method. A software program for estimation of Composite Index of Development has been developed and presented in the report.

With regard to Socio-economic development, out of 380 blocks, 43 blocks are found to be highly developed and 32 blocks are low developed. About 187 blocks are high middle level developed and 118 blocks are low middle level developed. In case of agricultural sector, 56 blocks are highly developed and 52 blocks are low level developed. About 156 blocks are high middle level developed and 116 blocks are low middle level developed. Model blocks for the low developed blocks have been identified and potential targets of important developmental indicators have been estimated. The improvements needed in the developmental programmes for enhancing the level of development of different blocks are given in the report.

There is a very high association between the level of development of agricultural sector and Socio-economic sector. Infra-structural facilities are also highly associated with the level of Socio-economic development. Both the agricultural development and infra-structural facilities are influencing the level of Socio-economic development in positive direction.

The following conclusions are drawn from this study.

a) Wide disparities in the level of development have been observed.

b) With respect to overall Socio-economic development, forty-three blocks are found to be better developed and thirty-two blocks are low developed.

c) In agriculture sector, fifty-six blocks are better developed and fifty two blocks are low developed.

d) Road transport, medical, banking and educational facilities are better in twenty-four blocks. These facilities are found to be poor in twenty blocks.

e) The overall Socio-economic development is positively associated with agricultural development, infra-structural facilities and literacy level.

f) Model blocks have been identified and potential targets of various indicators have been estimated for low developed blocks. These blocks require improvements in different indicators for enhancing the level of development. 







