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Chapter 7

PERCEPTIONS OF PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND HUSBANDS 

TOWARDS ADOLESCENT GIRLS

Parents’ Liking of a Child

The stated preference for a child, boy or girl, seems very tacit among parents. Most of them preferred to be indifferent in their statement of choice (Table 7.1 and Figure 7.1). Majority of parents, 124 out of a total 180 interviewed constituting about 69%, remained indifferent in their choice of preference. This in a way also suggests that male and female child is equally preferred by them. Only a minuscule 7% of total parents (12 of them) expressed their liking for a girl child, while 24% (44 of them) showed liking for a boy child. 
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Among those who revealed their preference for male or female child, the reasons for doing so varied widely. The distribution of response by reasons for liking a male child and also for not liking for a female child is provided below. 

Parents’ reasons for liking



Number of response

male child 

It adds to social status:





33

Religious factor:






19

It adds to future earning:





42

Other Reasons (unspecified):





03



Parents’ reasons for not-liking


Number of response

female child

It means obligation to pay dowry:




45

There are problems in proper upbringing 

of a female child:






49

There is already sufficient number 

of female children in the family:





05

Other Reasons (unspecified):





03

The analysis of the multi-response frame recording of stated reasons for liking for male child clearly suggest that it is mostly due to expected future earning and social status. On the other side the stated reasons for not liking female child is due to the fact it amounts to monetary obligations in the form of dowry and being a girl there will be problems in upbringing. The responses clearly indicate that parents do have a notion of expected economic return of children and they could clearly perceive it higher for boys in comparison to girls.    

Table 7.1: Factors governing liking for a child by Parent/Guardian/Husband of Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of P/G/H reported liking for a child…
	Frequency of P/G/H reported liking for a male child by reasons for liking…
	Frequency of P/G/H reported not liking for a female child by reasons for not liking…

	
	Liking for a 

Male child
	Liking for a 

Female child
	No definite preference
	It adds to social status
	Religious factor
	It adds to future earning
	Other

Reasons
	It means obligation to pay dowry
	There are problems in proper upbringing of a female child
	There are already sufficient number of female children in the family
	Other

Reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	7
	0
	3
	5
	4
	2
	1
	3
	4
	3
	0

	Raebareli
	7
	0
	3
	4
	6
	2
	0
	1
	6
	1
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	2
	1
	7
	3
	1
	2
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0

	Mandla
	0
	2
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	3
	0
	7
	4
	0
	5
	1
	5
	5
	0
	0

	24 South Parganas
	2
	1
	7
	0
	0
	3
	0
	3
	2
	0
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	4
	0
	6
	2
	0
	2
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0

	Godda
	2
	1
	7
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	0
	1
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	3
	1
	6
	1
	1
	3
	0
	1
	3
	0
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	0
	2
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	1
	0
	9
	2
	0
	0
	0
	4
	1
	0
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	6
	0
	4
	2
	3
	3
	0
	2
	6
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	3
	2
	5
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	0
	0
	10
	1
	2
	1
	1
	2
	0
	0
	2

	Supaul
	2
	1
	7
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	1
	0
	9
	2
	0
	7
	0
	8
	8
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	1
	0
	9
	5
	0
	10
	0
	10
	7
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Education of Adolescent Girls

Parents, guardians and husbands (referred to Parents hereafter) of adolescent girls universally perceived the significance of education for them and believed that education does make a difference to their life and career (Table 7.2). However, the reasons why they think so varied greatly, recorded in a muli-response frame for specified reasons and aggregate response reported here under. The reported figure is the first rank response to a specified reason. 

Parents’ stated reasons on 




Number of response

why they perceive that education

makes a difference to adolescent girls

life and career

It creates more and rewarding job opportunities 

and makes AGs self-reliant (A):






72

It prepares them mentally to fight the oppression, 

deprivation, and exploitation and seek equality of 

right and status in the society (B):





53

It makes them understand the compulsions and problems 

of the head of the family (C):






11

It makes adjustment after marriage rather easy as the girl 

gets maturity and right attitude is also developed (D):




14

It makes it easier to fix the marriage of an educated girl (E):



17
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The pattern of response (Figure 7.2) clearly suggest that parents have a clear notion of the fact that education is the vehicle of change for adolescent girls and it can help them in leading a dignified and independent life. 

It is not surprising in this context that parents have stated to have provided equal opportunity to girls for education at par with boys. Almost of 84% of parents (148 response of a total of 176) stated that they have provided equal opportunity to girls in education (Table 7.3). Among those who revealed that they have not been able to provide equal opportunity to girls stated that it is due to variety of compulsions. Such compulsions include, 

*Financial exigencies (11 responses)

*Social and religious problem (4 responses)

* May cause difficulty in marriage (4 responses)

*Girls are basically meant for household works (4 responses)

*Logistic problems (11 responses)

It seems that low income family would prefer more to keep girls at home as the financial constraint gets high on their reasons for not sending them to school. Unfortunately, logistic problems such as difficulty in commuting, lodging and boarding for girls still form a major concern for parents and become a possible reason for not sending out girls for education.   

Sex Education for Adolescents

Parents seem to have largely rejected the idea of making sex education compulsory for adolescent girls and also to put it as a part of syllabi. The survey results on this aspect is presented in Table 7.4, which clearly suggests that out of a total of 176 parents who stated their preference, a majority of 118 (constituting about 69%) rejected the idea of introducing sex education in school (Figure 7.3). 
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A: Sex-education should be made compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents.

B: Sex-education should not be made compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents. 

Parents’ stated reasons for not favouring sex education in school suggest that they are more fearful of the fact that it may lead to general abuse in the society. Many of them believe that adolescent girls are pre-mature and sex education is not suitable for them. If at all sex education is to be imparted to girls, it should be the domain of the family and be imparted at home rather than at school. Some responses also indicate that sex is not a matter to be taught to girls, it comes naturally to them as they grow up. The distribution of all such responses is provided below. Figure 7.4 tends to suggest that majority of parents (34%) believe that it will lead to sexual abuse, followed by the notion that it is not proper for pre-mature girls such as adolescents (26%) and it should not be imparted in school as it should be taught only by the family members (24%). 

Parents’ Reasons for not



Number of response

advocating sex education

in the school as part of the

syllabi 

It is not proper to impart knowledge at pre-mature age (A):


46

It may lead to sexual abuse in general (B):




58

Adolescents come to know about it through natural process (C):


26

It should be given by the family members and not by outsiders (D):


42

Other reasons (unspecified) (E):





02
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Table 7.2: Parent/Guardian/Husband view on the education of Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H who felt that education does make a difference to adolescent girls life and career
	Number of P/G/H who felt that education does not make a difference to adolescent girls life and career
	Number of P/G/H who provided Rank 1 to the importance of  education for AGs because it creates more and rewarding job opportunities and makes AGs self-reliant
	Number of P/G/H who provided Rank 1 to the importance of  education for AGs because it prepares them mentally to fight the oppression, deprivation, and exploitation and seek equality of right and status in the society
	Number of P/G/H who provided Rank 1 to the importance of  education for AGs because it makes them understand the compulsions and problems of the head of the family
	Number of P/G/H who provided Rank 1 to the importance of  education for AGs because it makes adjustment after marriage rather easy as the girl gets maturity and right attitude is also developed
	Number of P/G/H who provided Rank 1 to the importance of  education for AGs because it makes it easier to fix the marriage of an educated girl
	Number of P/G/H who provided Rank 1 to the importance of  education for AGs because of other reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	7
	0
	1
	1
	2
	2
	4
	0

	Raebareli
	9
	0
	7
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	10
	0
	6
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Mandla
	9
	1
	6
	3
	0
	0
	1
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	10
	0
	9
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	24 South Parganas
	9
	1
	3
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	8
	0
	2
	0
	1
	4
	3
	0

	Godda
	10
	0
	3
	5
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	8
	0
	4
	2
	0
	2
	1
	0

	Rajasthan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dungarpur
	9
	1
	5
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Haryana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Serisa
	9
	0
	1
	4
	0
	3
	2
	0

	Chattisgarh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bilaspur
	10
	0
	5
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	10
	0
	5
	1
	2
	1
	1
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	10
	0
	4
	2
	1
	0
	2
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	10
	0
	4
	5
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	10
	0
	7
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 7.3: Equality of opportunity of education provided to Adolescent Girls by Parent/Guardian/Husband

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H reported to have provided equal opportunity of education to both female and male child
	Number of P/G/H reported to have not provided equal opportunity  of education to both female and male child
	Number of P/G/H reported to have not provided equal opportunity of education to both female and male child due to financial constraints
	Number of P/G/H reported to have not provided equal opportunity of education to both female and male child due to social and religious reasons
	Number of P/G/H reported to have not provided equal opportunity of education to both female and male child due to the reason that education may make the marriage of the girls difficult
	Number of P/G/H reported to have not provided equal opportunity of education to both female and male child because girls have to serve as housewives and they do not need technical qualification/higher education
	Number of P/G/H reported to have not provided equal opportunity of education to both female and male child due to difficulties associated with educating girls such as accommodation, transportation etc.
	Number of P/G/H reported to have not provided equal opportunity of education to both female and male child due to other reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	4
	6
	1
	2
	0
	1
	5
	0

	Raebareli
	7
	3
	1
	0
	2
	0
	2
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	8
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Mandla
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	9
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	24 South Parganas
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	7
	3
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Godda
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	9
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	9
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	4
	6
	1
	0
	1
	1
	2
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	8
	2
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	8
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 7.4: Parent/Guardian/Husband’s view on sex education for Adolescents

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H reported in favour of  making sex-education compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents
	Number of P/G/H reported against  making sex-education compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents
	Number of P/G/H reported against  making sex-education compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents because it is not proper to impart knowledge at pre-mature age
	Number of P/G/H reported against  making sex-education compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents because it may lead to sexual abuse in general
	Number of P/G/H reported against  making sex-education compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents because adolescents come to know about it through natural process
	Number of P/G/H reported against  making sex-education compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents because it should be given by the family members and not by outsiders
	Number of P/G/H reported against  making sex-education compulsory as part of the syllabi in school for adolescents because of other reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	1
	9
	4
	8
	1
	2
	0

	Raebareli
	1
	9
	2
	6
	0
	1
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	6
	4
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0

	Mandla
	8
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	3
	7
	6
	8
	0
	4
	0

	24 South Parganas
	1
	8
	8
	6
	0
	7
	1

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	2
	8
	3
	0
	4
	0
	0

	Godda
	5
	4
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	5
	5
	1
	0
	3
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	2
	8
	3
	4
	1
	2
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	3
	7
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	2
	8
	1
	3
	0
	4
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	1
	9
	0
	1
	1
	7
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	2
	7
	0
	3
	0
	4
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	3
	3
	0
	1
	5
	0
	0

	Supaul
	6
	3
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	1
	9
	9
	9
	0
	5
	0

	Bolanger
	2
	8
	7
	7
	0
	6
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Permissible Freedom for Adolescent Girls

Table 7.5 A and 7.5 B provide parents perception on the kind of freedom they would like to extend to adolescent girls and adolescent boys respectively. The response categories on type of freedom are freedom of interaction with opposite sex, freedom of giving public performance, freedom of visiting market and movies and freedom of visiting relatives, friends and teachers. The response category is divided into three components, one allowed, two permitted with accompanist and third not allowed. The pattern of response is presented below and also in the form of Figures 7.5 to 7.8 for making hands-on comparison. 

Number of Parents reported on

freedom of interaction with people of opposite sex
to AGs and their wives

	
	
	
	Girls
	Boys

	Allowed
	
	
	42
	84

	Allowed with accompanist
	47
	27

	Not allowed
	
	91
	66
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Number of Parents reported on 

freedom of giving public performance 

to AGs and their wives

	
	
	
	Girls
	Boys

	Allowed
	
	
	55
	115

	Allowed with accompanist
	75
	49

	Not allowed
	
	49
	13
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Number of Parents reported on 

freedom of visiting market and movies

 to AGs and their wives

	
	
	
	Girls
	Boys

	Allowed
	
	
	28
	100

	Allowed with accompanist
	99
	56

	Not allowed
	
	53
	21
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Number of Parents reported on 

freedom of visiting relatives, friends and teachers 

 to AGs and their wives

	
	
	
	Girls
	Boys

	Allowed
	
	
	63
	141

	Allowed with accompanist
	51
	27

	Not allowed
	
	65
	8
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The patterns of response by parents on the vital issue of providing freedom of mobility and choice of various types, there seem to be a clear cut polarization of views. On all four categories of response it can be seen that girls are more restricted over movements while boys have been allowed more freedom of going out and interacting on their own. Girls invariably have been allowed with accompanists in all four categories of responses. The emerging pattern of response clearly indicates towards defensive behaviour on the part of parents and their perceived notion of offence against girls in the society.  However, many families would also agree to provide individual freedom to girls for mobility and choice. 

The parents’ reasons for not allowing freedom to adolescent girls are recorded in a multi-response frame (Table 7.6) and the aggregate response is reported as under.  

Parents’ reasons for not


Number of response

allowing freedom to 

adolescent girls

We still live in a conservative society that 

does not permit freedom (A):




79

There are chances of sexual exploitation (B):



92

Formal education is enough for the girl child (C):


10

 There are growing incidence of crime 

against adolescent girls (D): 




69
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The parents’ defensive behaviour is clearly reflected once again when they expressed the reasons for not allowing freedom to adolescent girls. Figure 7.9 clearly shows that 60% response is due to perceived crime and fear of sexual exploitation. 

Table 7.5A: Freedom which Parents/Guardians/Husband is ready to impart 

to Adolescent Girls and wife

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H reported on freedom of interaction with people of opposite sex to AGs and their wives
	Number of P/G/H reported on freedom of giving public performance to AGs and their wives
	Number of P/G/H reported on freedom of visiting market and movies to AGs and their wives
	Number of P/G/H reported on freedom of visiting relatives, friends and teachers  to AGs and their wives

	
	Allow
	Permission

if accompanied by elders
	Not 

allowed
	Allow
	Permission

if accompanied by elders
	Not 

allowed
	Allow
	Permission

if accompanied by elders
	Not 

allowed
	Allow
	Permission

if accompanied by elders
	Not 

allowed

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	1
	2
	7
	1
	3
	6
	0
	4
	6
	0
	0
	10

	Raebareli
	2
	3
	5
	4
	1
	5
	1
	6
	3
	0
	1
	9

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	3
	0
	7
	5
	0
	5
	4
	1
	5
	4
	2
	4

	Mandla
	0
	1
	9
	7
	1
	2
	3
	1
	6
	3
	2
	5

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	1
	5
	4
	5
	5
	0
	4
	6
	0
	7
	1
	1

	24 South Parganas
	3
	0
	7
	2
	7
	1
	1
	9
	0
	7
	2
	1

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	2
	4
	4
	7
	2
	1
	5
	4
	1
	8
	1
	1

	Godda
	1
	3
	6
	5
	3
	2
	5
	3
	2
	5
	3
	2

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	2
	3
	5
	5
	4
	1
	2
	5
	3
	1
	9
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	8
	1
	1
	2
	5
	3
	2
	8
	0
	2
	3
	5

	Haryana

	Serisa
	1
	4
	5
	0
	8
	2
	0
	9
	1
	0
	8
	2

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	1
	6
	3
	1
	3
	6
	1
	4
	5
	1
	4
	5

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	1
	5
	4
	3
	5
	2
	0
	2
	8
	0
	1
	9

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	2
	4
	4
	3
	1
	5
	0
	0
	10
	1
	0
	9

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	0
	2
	8
	0
	5
	5
	0
	9
	1
	1
	9
	0

	Supaul
	8
	2
	0
	3
	4
	3
	0
	8
	2
	3
	5
	2

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	2
	1
	7
	1
	9
	0
	0
	10
	0
	10
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	4
	1
	5
	1
	9
	0
	0
	10
	0
	10
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 7.5B: Freedom which Parents/Guardians/Husband is ready to impart to Adolescent Boys

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H reported on freedom of interaction with people of opposite sex to ABs
	Number of P/G/H reported on freedom of giving public performance to ABs
	Number of P/G/H reported on freedom of visiting market and movies to ABs
	Number of P/G/H reported on freedom of visiting relatives, friends and teachers  to ABs

	
	Allow
	Permission

if accompanied by elders
	Not 

allowed
	Allow
	Permission

if accompanied by elders
	Not 

allowed
	Allow
	Permission

if accompanied by elders
	Not 

allowed
	Allow
	Permission

if accompanied by elders
	Not 

allowed

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	6
	0
	4
	9
	0
	1
	8
	0
	2
	7
	0
	3

	Raebareli
	5
	1
	2
	7
	0
	1
	6
	1
	1
	6
	1
	1

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	3
	0
	7
	9
	0
	1
	7
	2
	1
	8
	1
	1

	Mandla
	1
	2
	7
	10
	0
	0
	7
	1
	2
	8
	1
	1

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	7
	1
	2
	5
	5
	0
	5
	5
	0
	10
	0
	0

	24 South Parganas
	4
	0
	6
	3
	6
	1
	3
	7
	0
	9
	1
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	3
	4
	3
	8
	2
	0
	8
	2
	0
	9
	1
	0

	Godda
	3
	3
	4
	8
	2
	0
	8
	2
	0
	8
	2
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	2
	4
	4
	5
	4
	1
	3
	3
	4
	6
	4
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	8
	2
	0
	8
	2
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	1
	6
	3
	2
	7
	1
	3
	7
	0
	5
	5
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	10
	0
	0
	9
	1
	0
	10
	0
	0
	9
	1
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	5
	3
	2
	9
	0
	1
	3
	1
	6
	7
	1
	2

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	4
	1
	4
	5
	1
	3
	5
	0
	4
	5
	3
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	0
	2
	8
	1
	6
	3
	2
	7
	1
	6
	4
	0

	Supaul
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	3
	0
	7
	2
	8
	0
	1
	9
	0
	10
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	7
	0
	3
	3
	7
	0
	3
	7
	0
	10
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 7.6: Reasons for the Parent/Guardian/Husband not allowing freedom 

to Adolescent Girls and wives

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H reporting on the reasons for not allowing freedom to AGs and their wives by type of reasons…

	
	We still live in a conservative society that does not permit freedom
	There are chances of sexual exploitation
	Formal education is enough for the girl child
	There are growing incidence of crime against adolescent girls 
	There are other reasons**

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	5
	6
	0
	8
	0

	Raebareli
	7
	9
	0
	1
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	4
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Mandla
	4
	1
	1
	3
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	9
	8
	2
	10
	0

	24 South Parganas
	8
	10
	3
	8
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	1
	6
	0
	1
	0

	Godda
	1
	4
	0
	2
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	1
	4
	0
	5
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	3
	2
	1
	6
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	3
	4
	0
	3
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	2
	5
	0
	3
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	3
	6
	0
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	4
	4
	1
	2
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	5
	1
	1
	9
	0

	Supaul
	2
	2
	0
	7
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	10
	10
	1
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	7
	8
	0
	1
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Adolescent Girls’ Choice of Work

Table 7.7 presents parents’ perception on adolescent girls’ freedom of work and choice of occupation. Almost 51 % of parents (a total of 92 out of 180 respondents) responded that girls should take up works and should also have the freedom of choosing occupation. On the other side, 49 % of parents (a total of 88 respondents) opined that girls should better be at home and they should not have the right to choose occupation. The stated reasons for expressing against girls freedom of work are many and varied. The aggregate response in a multi-response frame is reported as under. 

Parents’ reasons for not allowing 



Number of response

girls the freedom of work and 

choice of occupation 

There are chances of sexual exploitation at the work place (A):



34

Earning bread and butter for family is exclusively for male (B): 



16

This will make it difficult for the family to fix her marriage (C): 



01

Once the girl is allowed to go out then she will not follow 

the norms of the family and ignore elders (D):




12

Increased crime against women is a hindrance in their 

autonomy to chose jobs (E):






22

There are other reasons  (unspecified) (F):





01
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Here again, it can clearly be seen that freedom to work is curtailed due to perceived sexual exploitation and crime against girls, constituting about 65 % of total response. Parents’ clearly can see that work is not a hindrance in marriage (1% response), while they are more apprehensive that working girls may become ‘reckless’ in behavour and may ignore the elders at home (14% response). 

Property Rights to Girls

Parents’ perception on extending property rights to girl child is presented in Table 7.8. The response indicates that 58% of parents (105 responses out of total of 180) are not in favour of extending property rights to girl child and they consider it as unjustified. Contrary to this, 42% of parents (75 responses out of a total of 180) suggest that property rights should be extended to girl child and this is quite justified (Figure 7.11).

When accounted for the parents’ reasons for expressing against property rights to girl child, the following distribution of responses have been reported. 

Parents’ reasons for not justifying


Number of response

property rights to girl child

Girls get their share in the family property 

in the form of dowry (A):





25

Sons are the bonafide inheritor of father’s 

property as per the religious belief (B):




05

Girls get share of the property of their husbands (C):



29

Girls do not have to carry the responsibility 

of their parent’s family (D):





36
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The response of parents’ do not seem to be very different from that of boys, however, parents do not consider that boys are the natural inheritor of property (5% responses). The parents’ reasons mainly focused on the fact that girls eventually get married and they are not the one who carry the responsibility of parents and moreover they also get a share in their husbands property (constituting about 69% of responses). 

Table 7.7: Parent/Guardian/Husband’s view on Adolescent Girls freedom 

of choice of work and occupation

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H responded positively(Yes) to AGs should work and should have right to choose occupation
	Number of P/G/H responded negatively (No) to AGs should work and should have right to choose occupation
	Number of P/G/H responded negatively (No) to AGs should work and should have right to choose occupation because…

	
	
	
	There are chances of sexual exploitation at the work place
	Earning bread and butter for family is exclusively for  male 
	This will make it difficult for the family to fix her marriage
	Once the girl is allowed to go out then she will not follow the norms of the family and ignore elders
	Increased crime against women is a hindrance in their autonomy to chose jobs
	There are other reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	5
	5
	4
	2
	0
	1
	3
	0

	Raebareli
	4
	6
	5
	0
	0
	3
	2
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Mandla
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	1
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	24 South Parganas
	2
	8
	7
	4
	0
	4
	7
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	5
	5
	3
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0

	Godda
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	4
	6
	3
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	4
	6
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2
	1

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	6
	4
	2
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	4
	6
	1
	2
	0
	1
	2
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	8
	2
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	4
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	3
	7
	7
	7
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	3
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 7.8: Parent/Guardian/Husband’s view on providing property right to girl child

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H who think that providing right over property/assets to a girl child is justified
	Number of P/G/H who think that providing right over property/assets to a girl child is unjustified
	Number of P/G/H who think that providing right over property/assets to a girl child is unjustified by the type of reason….

	
	
	
	Girls get their share in the family property in the form of dowry
	Sons are the bonafide inheritor of father’s property as per the religious belief
	Girls get share of the property of their husbands
	Girls do not have to carry the responsibility of their parent’s family
	There are other reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	2
	8
	3
	0
	6
	7
	0

	Raebareli
	5
	5
	0
	1
	4
	5
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Mandla
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	3
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	24 South Parganas
	4
	6
	6
	0
	3
	6
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	5
	5
	1
	3
	1
	1
	0

	Godda
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	5
	5
	1
	1
	5
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	8
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	1
	9
	6
	0
	1
	2
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	4
	6
	0
	0
	3
	2
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	3
	7
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	3
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	1
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	2
	8
	8
	0
	5
	8
	0

	Bolanger
	3
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Parents’ Reaction & Follow Up 

on Sexual Violence

Parents do not seem to be tacitly accepting the fact that nothing should be done once adolescent girls are subjected to sexual violence. The multi-response of the parents on this issue have been collected result is presented in Table 7.9. While 25% of response (58 responses) presupposes that it should be suppressed because it is likely to bring dishonour to girls if made public, 66% of responses (149 responses) suggested that it must either be brought to local body/society to fix the culprit or an FIR must be lodged (Figure 7.13).  

Parents’ reaction and follow up



Number of response

on adolescent girls being subjected

to sexual violence 

Parents who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to 

sexual abuse should be suppressed because this is 

likely to bring social dishonour (A):





58

Parents who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to sexual 

abuse should call for a legal action and an FIR should be 

lodged with the police (B): 






74

Parents who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to sexual 

abuse calls for  a self motivated action and the guilty should 

be punished by them alone (C):






21

Parents who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to 

sexual abuse should be brought in the society/local body 

and seek suitable punishment for the culprit (D):




75
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Table 7.9: Parent/Guardian/Husband’s expected reaction on their adolescent 

girls being subject to sexual abuse

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of P/G/H who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to sexual abuse should be suppressed because this is likely to bring social dishonour 
	Number of P/G/H who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to sexual abuse should call for a legal action and an FIR should be lodged with the police 
	Number of P/G/H who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to sexual abuse calls for  a self motivated action and the guilty should be punished by them alone
	Number of P/G/H who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to sexual abuse should be brought in the society/local body and seek suitable punishment for the culprit
	Number of P/G/H who thought that the matter of their AGs subjected to sexual abuse should be dealt in any other manner**

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	7
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Raebareli
	6
	4
	0
	1
	0

	Madhya Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	

	Satna
	3
	2
	5
	0
	0

	Mandla
	7
	1
	1
	1
	0

	West Bengal
	
	
	
	
	

	Purulia
	3
	10
	6
	7
	0

	24 South Parganas
	8
	10
	3
	8
	0

	Jharkhand
	
	
	
	
	

	Lohardagga
	3
	1
	0
	5
	0

	Godda
	4
	1
	0
	5
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	0
	1
	2
	6
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	0
	4
	0
	5
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	1
	2
	0
	6
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	2
	8
	0
	0
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	2
	4
	2
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	7
	0
	0
	2
	0

	Supaul
	0
	1
	0
	9
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	0
	10
	0
	10
	0

	Bolanger
	0
	10
	0
	10
	0


  *Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward
Parents Perceptions in Nutshell

From the analysis of perceptions of parents towards adolescent girls it emerges that they do not have strong and outright choice for boys, as most of them are indifferent in their choice for male or female child. However, parents are conscious about the cost and return of male and female child. Their defensive behaviour towards girls deters them from allowing freedom equivalent to boys. Many parents do think that boys are superior and they should be given special treatment different from girls as they are the one going to take care of parents in times of need and old age. This is clearly evident in many parents advocating property rights to boys alone because they are the natural inheritors.  Nevertheless, parents overall seems quite concerned about girl child.  

