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Chapter 6

PERCEPTIONS OF ADOLESCENT BOYS TOWARDS 

ADOLESCENT GIRLS

The comparison of adolescent girls (AGs) with that of adolescent boys (AGs) in terms of facilities and privileges at home invariably presents a bias in favour of ABs. Such a bias reflects family’s ‘aggregate expression’ resulted from a combination of economic, social, and psychological factors taken together. Factors which explain the deprivation and underprivileged position of AGs at home and in society, can still be hold true for explaining the privileged position enjoyed by ABs. For example, the perception of returns on investment in education is low for AGs and this explains in part as to why families are not serious about sending girls to school. By the same token, the perception of economic return is higher for boys and therefore given the similar circumstances, it is boys rather than girls which will get the benefits and privilege. One important difference is the increased incidence of crime against girls who are more susceptible to such inflictions. Family’s defensive behaviour to save the cost out of such crimes-monetary, social and psychological, would deter them to extend certain freedom and privilege to girls. Given this background resulting from the findings of this study so far, it would generally be expected that boys will have an oblique view about girls at home. The perceptional change would occur with increased education, own income earnings and increased awareness. The survey interviewed 180 adolescent boys across selected districts on various aspects. The findings related to ABs perceptions are presented in this chapter.

On Education of Adolescent Girls 

The first thing the survey finds out is adolescent boys’ opinion on the significance of adolescent girls’ education. The results of this finding are presented in Table 6.1. It seems that ABs in general think positively for AGs and suggests that education is essential for them. Scarcely ABs have been found suggesting that education is not important for girls. The second line of survey in this regard was to find out the reasons for thinking so. The stated reasons have been ranked by ABs and results of first ranked reasons are presented in the form of Figure 6.1 below.  It is clear that most boys (51%) seem to agree that education makes girls self sufficient as it helps bringing better jobs. Boys seem reluctant in accepting that education is a helpful factor is girls marriage or after marriage adjustment, only 9-10 % put rank 1 to these reasons. 
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A is Education creates more and rewarding job opportunities and makes AGs self reliant.

B is Education prepares AGs mentally to fight the oppression, deprivation and exploitation and seek equality of right in the society.

C is Education makes AGs understand the compulsions and problems of the head of the family.

D is Education makes adjustment after marriage rather easy as the girl gets maturity and right attitude is also developed.

E is Education makes fixation of marriage of AGs rather easy.

On Attending School with Sisters

The response of adolescent boys on their preference or problems in attending the same school in which sister studies have been reported in Table 6.2. The response suggests that while 109 of them (60.5%) preferred to study in the same school with sisters, 71 (39.5%) of them responded against this. The distribution of response among those who said that they do not prefer to attend the same school in which sister studies is given below according to the type of response: 

Because it feels very awkward if other boys talk to sister or something is told about her:      73 %

Because it makes things difficult as the freedom of mixing with other girls get choked:        19 %

Because sister does not deserve same treatment:                                                                      8 %

The distribution of response clearly suggests that adolescent boys are more protective about girls (especially sisters) and they are scared about her being teased or hurt by other boys. 

On Compulsory Sex Education

The survey attempted to collect views from adolescent boys on making sex education compulsory in syllabi (Table 6.3). The boys have been almost evenly divided in opinion, 78 (about 46 %) out of the total respondent of 171 opined that sex education be made the part of syllabi and it should be compulsory while the rest 93 (about 54 %) opined against it. When asked about providing similar education about sex to girls (whether their sisters should also be provided with the similar sex education) and teach them as part of syllabi, ABs seems to be sharply divided against it. About 60 % of ABs (106 out of a total of 177) opined against making sex education available to girls in school.  To them sex education should not be provided to girls. ABs seems to be divided over the reasons for not advocating sex education for girls. The distribution of response on this score is provided below and the percentage distribution is shown in Figure 6.3.

Boys’ reasons for not advocating


Number of respondents 

sex education for girls

It is not proper to impart this knowledge at pre-mature age to girls (A):

20

It may lead to sexual abuse in general (B):




24

Girls come to know about it through natural process (C):


19

It should be given by the family members and not by outsiders (D):


20

It would be very awkward when sex education is given to sisters 

studying in the same school (E):





22

There are other reasons (unspecified) (F):




04

[image: image5.emf]Figure 6.2: Boys Expressing Reasons for Not 

Advocating Sex Education for Girls

A

18%

B

23%

C

17%

D

18%

E

20%

F

4%



0%


Table 6.1: Adolescent Boy’s view on the importance of education for Adolescent Girls

	Sample States & Districts
	Number of ABs who thought that education is essential for AGs in their family and society
	Number of ABs who thought that education is not essential for AGs in their family and society
	Number of ABs who thought that education is essential for AGs in family and society, by Ranking ( R) of reasons (scale 1 to 6)…

	
	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	
	
	
	R 1
	R

2-3
	R

4-6 
	R 1
	R

2-3
	R

4-6 
	R 1
	R

2-3
	R

4-6 
	R 1
	R

2-3
	R

4-6 
	R1
	R

2-3
	R

4-6 
	R 1
	R

2-3
	R

4-6 

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	10
	0
	7
	1
	2
	0
	2
	8
	2
	4
	4
	1
	8
	1
	0
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0

	Raebareli
	10
	0
	6
	3
	1
	0
	5
	5
	1
	4
	5
	3
	4
	3
	0
	4
	5
	0
	0
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	10
	0
	7
	2
	0
	0
	4
	4
	1
	2
	7
	1
	6
	3
	1
	3
	5
	0
	0
	0

	Mandla
	10
	0
	5
	4
	1
	2
	5
	3
	1
	5
	4
	1
	2
	7
	1
	4
	5
	0
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	10
	0
	8
	2
	0
	1
	7
	2
	1
	7
	2
	0
	3
	7
	0
	1
	9
	0
	0
	0

	24 South Parganas
	10
	0
	5
	5
	0
	4
	3
	3
	1
	6
	3
	0
	4
	6
	0
	2
	8
	0
	0
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	10
	0
	2
	3
	5
	0
	0
	8
	2
	7
	1
	3
	6
	1
	2
	4
	4
	0
	0
	0

	Godda
	10
	0
	6
	2
	2
	4
	5
	1
	0
	9
	1
	0
	4
	6
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	9
	1
	2
	5
	3
	1
	2
	4
	0
	5
	3
	3
	3
	4
	4
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	10
	0
	4
	2
	3
	0
	10
	0
	2
	3
	5
	0
	3
	7
	4
	2
	4
	0
	0
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	10
	0
	6
	2
	2
	0
	3
	6
	1
	6
	3
	2
	8
	0
	2
	0
	3
	0
	0
	1

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	9
	1
	5
	1
	2
	0
	7
	1
	1
	4
	3
	1
	3
	6
	1
	1
	6
	0
	0
	1

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	9
	1
	8
	2
	0
	0
	4
	6
	2
	4
	4
	0
	5
	5
	0
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	10
	0
	6
	4
	0
	0
	4
	6
	1
	9
	0
	1
	8
	1
	3
	3
	4
	0
	0
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	10
	0
	2
	8
	0
	5
	5
	0
	3
	1
	6
	0
	3
	7
	0
	3
	7
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	10
	0
	8
	0
	1
	1
	8
	0
	0
	5
	4
	0
	4
	6
	0
	1
	8
	0
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	10
	0
	1
	9
	0
	9
	1
	0
	0
	7
	3
	0
	2
	8
	0
	1
	9
	0
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

A is Education creates more and rewarding job opportunities and makes AGs self reliant.

B is Education prepares AGs mentally to fight the oppression, deprivation and exploitation and seek equality of right in the society.

C is Education makes AGs understand the compulsions and problems of the head of the family.

D is Education makes adjustment after marriage rather easy as the girl gets maturity and right attitude is also developed.

E is Education makes fixation of marriage of AGs rather easy.

F is Education is important because of Other Reasons which mainly include…

Table 6.2: Adolescent Boys views on attending school with sisters

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of ABs responded in favour of studying in the same school in which their sisters study
	Number of ABs responded against  studying in the same school in which their sisters study
	Number of ABs responded against studying in the same school in which their sisters study by reasons for the response…

	
	
	
	Because it makes things difficult as the freedom of mixing with other girls get choked
	Because it feels very awkward if other boys talk to sister or something is told about her
	Because sister does not deserve same treatment 
	Because there are other reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Raebareli
	7
	3
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	6
	4
	0
	3
	0
	0

	Mandla
	5
	5
	2
	3
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	5
	6
	2
	3
	1
	0

	24 South Parganas
	3
	8
	2
	4
	2
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	6
	3
	0
	2
	1
	0

	Godda
	8
	2
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	3
	7
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	7
	3
	0
	3
	0
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	5
	5
	0
	4
	1
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	4
	6
	1
	4
	0
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	7
	3
	0
	3
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	7
	3
	1
	2
	0
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	4
	5
	1
	4
	0
	0

	Supaul
	8
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	5
	5
	1
	4
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	9
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 6.3: Adolescent Boys views on making sex education a compulsory part of the syllabi

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of ABs responded in favour of making sex education a compulsory part of the syllabi for the adolescent
	Number of ABs responded in against making sex education a compulsory part of the syllabi for the adolescent
	Number of ABs who favoured that their sisters should also get the same kind of  compulsory sex education 
	Number of ABs who did not favour that their sisters should also get the same kind of  compulsory sex education
	Number of ABs who did not favour that their sisters should also get the same kind of compulsory sex education by reasons there of…

	
	
	
	
	
	It is not proper to impart this knowledge at pre-mature age to girls
	It may lead to sexual abuse in general
	Girls come to know about it through natural process
	It should be given by the family members and not by outsiders
	It would be very awkward when sex education is given to sisters studying in the same school
	There are other reasons**

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	6
	4
	6
	6
	3
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0

	Raebareli
	2
	8
	2
	7
	0
	3
	2
	2
	1
	2

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	7
	3
	5
	4
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0

	Mandla
	9
	1
	9
	5
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	5
	5
	4
	9
	3
	3
	0
	1
	2
	0

	24 South Parganas
	3
	7
	0
	8
	2
	2
	1
	1
	2
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	4
	5
	3
	8
	2
	0
	2
	0
	4
	0

	Godda
	9
	1
	8
	2
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	4
	5
	5
	5
	0
	0
	2
	1
	2
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	0
	8
	0
	9
	0
	3
	1
	3
	2
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	5
	2
	4
	6
	0
	0
	2
	1
	3
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	2
	7
	5
	6
	2
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	2
	8
	2
	4
	0
	1
	2
	1
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	2
	8
	2
	7
	1
	3
	1
	2
	0
	1

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	3
	7
	6
	3
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0

	Supaul
	7
	2
	2
	4
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	4
	6
	4
	7
	3
	3
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Bolanger
	4
	6
	4
	6
	2
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0


 *Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward
On Adolescent Girls’ Choice of Work & Occupation

Table 6.4 reports adolescent boys’ perception on adolescent girls’ choice of work and occupation. A total of 177 ABs revealed their view on whether adolescent girls should work and should have the right to choose occupation of their own. A majority of them (57% of ABs) thought that girls should not work and they should not have the right to choose occupation (Figure 6.3). 
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Proportion of adolescent boys responded that girls should work 

and should have the right to choose occupation (A)

Proportion of adolescent boys responded that girls should not work 

and should not have the right to choose occupation (B)
Among those boys who thought that girls should not work also revealed the reasons for saying so. The distribution of response is provided below according to the type of response. 

Boys’ reasons for not advocating


Number of response 

work & occupation for girls

There are chances of sexual exploitation at the work place:


42



It is the duty of the males to work for the family:



15

If the girl is allowed to work it would be difficult for the family 

to fix her marriage:






06

Once the girl is allowed to go out she will not follow the norms of 

the family and ignore her elders:





08

Increased crime in the society against women is a hindrance in

 their work selection:






35

There are other reasons (unspecified):




02

The pattern of responses clearly suggest that adolescent boys would prefer to see girls at home rather than in work not because of their internal bias as boys but mostly because of the external fear of sexual exploitation and crimes being inflicted and reported against them. A total of 77 responses out of 108 in a multi-response frame have revealed that girls must be at home rather than at work because there are chances of sexual exploitation at work place (42 responses) and there have been increased crime in the society against women (35 responses). 

On Working with Opposite Sex

Table 6.5 reports adolescent boys’ response on their liking and disliking on working with opposite sex. An overwhelming 109 out of total 134 responses constituting 76% of adolescents expressed that boys and girls should work together (Figure 6.4). This shows that adolescent boys are mostly open minded and they value the work dignity of girls. The survey also recorded boys’ response for specific preference in their interaction with opposite sex in a multiple response frame. A further analysis of Table 6.5 in this regard suggests that most boys would prefer work place relationship with girls (147 responses), followed by their preference for visiting girls’ place of residence and in turn invite them at their residence in a limited way (106). There are least preference for outing with girls (85 responses) and sharing feelings and family problems with opposite sex (81 responses).    
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On Sisters Working with Opposite Sex

Table 6.6 reports adolescent boys’ perceptions on their sisters working with opposite sex. The liking and disliking of boys have been recorded in a multiple response frame with respect to the types of response. The aggregate distribution of response is provided below.

Adolescent boys’ response 


Number of response 

on sisters working with 

Showed
Showed
Showed

opposite sex



liking

disliking
reservation

Having a working relationship with boys

111

41

25

Visiting boys place and inviting him to 

own place by sisters



67

77

33

Going to movies/park or other places

together with a boy like friends


45

40

90

Sharing her feeling and emotions with 

boys and also discuss family problems

46

34

97

When it comes to their own sisters, boys seem to have shown huge reservation against sisters going out with boys like friends, visiting boys place and inviting them to own place and more so against sharing their feelings and emotions with boys and discuss family problems. However, a majority of adolescent boys would not mind if their sisters have working relationship with boys. Here again, the perception of boys seem to be defensive in nature and reservations shown is basically propelled by fear factors such as possible ‘mishappening’ against their sisters. 

Table 6.4: Adolescent Boys views on Adolescent Girls choice of work and occupation

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of ABs responded that AGs should work and should have the right to choose occupation 
	Number of ABs responded that AGs should not work and should not have the right to choose occupation
	Number of ABs responded that AGs should not work and should not have the right to choose occupation by the reasons thereof…

	
	
	
	There are chances of sexual exploitation at the work place
	It is the duty of the males to work for the family
	If the girl is allowed to work it would be difficult for the family to fix her marriage
	Once the girl is allowed to go out she will not follow the norms of the family and ignore her elders
	Increased crime in the society against women is a hindrance in their work selection
	There are other reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	5
	5
	5
	0
	0
	2
	2
	0

	Raebareli
	4
	6
	6
	0
	0
	0
	6
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	6
	4
	1
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0

	Mandla
	8
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	5
	5
	5
	2
	0
	2
	2
	1

	24 South Parganas
	1
	9
	8
	1
	3
	1
	8
	1

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	7
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Godda
	9
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	7
	2
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	7
	3
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	2
	8
	1
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	3
	6
	1
	1
	2
	0
	1
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	4
	6
	3
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	6
	4
	2
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	4
	6
	0
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	5
	5
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 6.5: Adolescent Boys liking and disliking of working with opposite sex

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of ABs responded in favour of  males and females working together at a work place 
	Number of ABs responded against males and females working together at a work place
	Number of ABs responded by Accepting and Liking (L), Disliking (D) and Would have some Reservations (R) on followings… 

	
	
	
	Having a working relationship with girl
	Visiting girls place and inviting her to my place
	Going to movies/park or other places together with a girl like friends
	Sharing my feeling and emotions with girls and also discuss family problems

	
	
	
	L
	D
	R
	L
	D
	R
	L
	D
	R
	L
	D
	R

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	8
	2
	9
	1
	0
	5
	1
	4
	3
	2
	5
	1
	7
	2

	Raebareli
	8
	2
	7
	2
	1
	5
	3
	2
	3
	1
	6
	2
	6
	2

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	6
	4
	7
	1
	1
	5
	3
	1
	2
	1
	6
	3
	4
	2

	Mandla
	6
	1
	7
	1
	1
	5
	1
	3
	6
	1
	2
	5
	3
	1

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	7
	2
	10
	0
	0
	8
	1
	1
	10
	0
	0
	9
	0
	1

	24 South Parganas
	5
	3
	9
	1
	0
	4
	5
	1
	5
	5
	0
	6
	1
	3

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	4
	0
	10
	0
	0
	9
	0
	1
	3
	0
	7
	1
	9
	0

	Godda
	8
	1
	10
	0
	0
	6
	3
	1
	3
	6
	1
	3
	2
	5

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	9
	0
	10
	0
	0
	7
	0
	3
	3
	0
	7
	6
	4
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	6
	2
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	0
	0
	9
	0
	1
	1
	1
	8
	1
	0
	9
	2
	8
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	3
	5
	9
	0
	1
	5
	2
	2
	7
	1
	2
	6
	4
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	7
	3
	5
	1
	4
	1
	6
	3
	1
	0
	9
	0
	9
	1

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	7
	2
	5
	3
	2
	7
	2
	1
	5
	3
	2
	3
	3
	4

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	7
	0
	6
	3
	1
	6
	4
	0
	3
	6
	1
	6
	1
	3

	Supaul
	5
	0
	8
	1
	1
	8
	0
	2
	8
	0
	2
	7
	3
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	5
	5
	8
	0
	2
	8
	0
	2
	8
	2
	0
	7
	0
	3

	Bolanger
	8
	2
	8
	1
	0
	6
	2
	2
	4
	4
	2
	4
	1
	5


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 6.6: Adolescent Boys views on liking and disliking for sisters working with opposite sex

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of ABs responded by Accepting and Liking (L), Disliking (D) and Would have some Reservations (R) for sisters on followings…

	
	Having a working relationship with boys
	Visiting boys place and inviting him to own place by sisters
	Going to movies/park or other places together with a boy like friends
	Sharing her feeling and emotions with boys and also discuss family problems

	
	L
	D
	R
	L
	D
	R
	L
	D
	R
	L
	D
	R

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	9
	1
	0
	6
	2
	2
	5
	1
	4
	3
	2
	5

	Raebareli
	8
	0
	2
	6
	1
	3
	4
	2
	4
	3
	2
	5

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	5
	3
	1
	3
	5
	1
	1
	0
	6
	2
	0
	7

	Mandla
	6
	3
	0
	1
	8
	1
	3
	0
	6
	5
	0
	4

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	6
	4
	0
	2
	8
	0
	3
	2
	5
	3
	0
	7

	24 South Parganas
	1
	8
	1
	0
	8
	2
	1
	3
	6
	1
	0
	9

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	10
	0
	0
	9
	1
	0
	4
	1
	5
	1
	0
	9

	Godda
	10
	0
	0
	4
	6
	0
	1
	0
	9
	2
	1
	7

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	9
	1
	0
	4
	6
	0
	1
	0
	9
	5
	0
	5

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	10
	0
	0
	7
	3
	0
	4
	0
	6
	0
	1
	9

	Haryana

	Serisa
	8
	2
	0
	1
	8
	1
	0
	0
	10
	2
	0
	8

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	3
	4
	3
	2
	3
	4
	2
	4
	4
	2
	3
	5

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	4
	2
	3
	3
	2
	4
	3
	3
	3
	2
	2
	5

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	3
	1
	6
	3
	6
	1
	3
	0
	7
	3
	2
	5

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	4
	1
	5
	4
	0
	6
	2
	6
	2
	6
	3
	1

	Supaul
	7
	1
	2
	8
	0
	2
	4
	4
	2
	3
	4
	3

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	3
	6
	1
	3
	7
	0
	3
	7
	0
	2
	7
	1

	Bolanger
	5
	4
	1
	1
	3
	6
	1
	7
	2
	1
	7
	2


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

On Not Allowing Freedom by Father

Adolescent boys were also asked to express their perceptions as to why according to them fathers tend to be strict with girls and show a lot of reservation in allowing freedom to them. The response obtained in this regards is presented in Table 6.7, and the distribution of aggregate response in a multi-response frame is provided below.  

Reasons for father not




Number of response 

allowing girls much freedom

as stated by adolescent boys

Because we still live in a conservative society that 

does not permit freedom to girls:





101

Because there are chances of sexual exploitation:



101

Because formal education is enough for girl child:



   3

Because crime against women has increased considerably:


 53

Once again it seems that the responses are greatly biased in favour of defensive argument such as possibility of sexual exploitation and perceived crime against girls. Boys also think that we still live in a conservative society it does not permit freedom to girls. 

On Property Rights to Girls

Adolescent boys seem to be equally poised in their perception for granting property rights to girls, the distribution of response is divided 50-50 per cent (89 favouring and 89 not favouring) (Table 6.8). Those who do not favour for granting property rights to girls also expressed their reasons for doing so. The distribution of response in a multi-response frame is provided below and their proportional distribution is depicted in Figure 6.5. 

Reasons for adolescent boys not 


Number of response

in favour of granting property 

rights to girls 

Because girls get share in the family property in 

the form of dowry (A):





53

Because it is the son, as per religious belief, who is 

the bonafide inheritor of father’s property (B):



21

Because daughters get share of the property of heir husband (C):


37

Because daughters do not have to carry the responsibilities 

of their parent’s family (D):





55
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Adolescent boys who thought that girls should not be given property right thought so because girls get their share in the form of dowry (32% of response) and that girls do not have to carry the responsibility of taking care of the family as they get married and settle in some other family (33% response). Only a minority 13% of boys perceived that they are the bonafide inheritor of parental property and it should not be given to girls. 

Adolescent Boys’ Perception in Nutshell 

Therefore, from the analysis of perceptions of adolescent boys’ in general it emerges that boys are not so much against the freedom of girls because of their bias but they are mostly susceptible of ‘perceived damage’ to girls if they are allowed to enjoy freedom. Such ‘damages’ may come across in terms of their sexual exploitation and crime committed. Boys would like to see them in work and placed better in society. However, the element of bias being a boy in the family can not be ruled out entirely. There seems to be a difference in perceptions when it comes to girls in general and own sisters. Boys are more conservative in their views when it comes to their own sisters. This is also reflective of the fact that boys’ defensive/protective behaviour towards girls is inflicted by the narrow vision of girls at home rather than society in general. 

However, when it comes to property boys are equally divided in their perception whether the equal right should be granted to girls or not. Many of them maintain that boys are the bonafide inheritor of parental property and hence it should not be extended to girls. 

Table 6.7: Adolescent Boys reporting on the reasons for not allowing freedom to AGs by father

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of ABs reported that AGs are not granted freedom by father because we still live in a conservative society that does not permit freedom to girls
	Number of ABs reported that AGs are not granted freedom by father because there are chances of sexual exploitation
	Number of ABs reported that AGs are not granted freedom by father because formal education is enough for girl child
	Number of ABs reported that AGs are not granted freedom by father because crime against women has increased considerably

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	8
	7
	0
	5

	Raebareli
	8
	9
	0
	1

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	3
	5
	0
	3

	Mandla
	6
	3
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	8
	9
	2
	9

	24 South Parganas
	7
	8
	1
	7

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	2
	7
	0
	0

	Godda
	5
	3
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	2
	10
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	4
	2
	0
	7

	Haryana

	Serisa
	3
	7
	0
	1

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	5
	1
	0
	4

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	4
	5
	0
	1

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	4
	5
	0
	3

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	7
	0
	0
	8

	Supaul
	5
	0
	0
	4

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	10
	10
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	10
	10
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 6.8: Adolescent Boys view on extending property right to girl child

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of ABs who said that it is justified to give the girl child a right over the property/assets of her parent
	Number of ABs who said that it is unjustified to give the girl child a right over the property/assets of her parent
	Number of ABs who said that it is unjustified to give the girl child a right over the property/assets of her parent by reasons thereof…

	
	
	
	Because girls get share in the family property in the form of dowry
	Because it is the son who pay as per religious belief is the bonafide inheritor of father’s property
	Because daughters get share of the property of heir husband
	Because daughters do not have to carry the responsibilities of their parent’s family
	Because there are other reasons

	Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	5
	5
	5
	4
	2
	5
	0

	Raebareli
	9
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	8
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Mandla
	9
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	3
	7
	7
	5
	1
	6
	0

	24 South Parganas
	3
	7
	6
	3
	3
	7
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	9
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0

	Godda
	7
	3
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	8
	2
	1
	0
	2
	1
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	0
	10
	6
	2
	7
	3
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	8
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	1
	9
	5
	0
	1
	4
	0

	Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	4
	6
	0
	0
	4
	3
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	3
	7
	0
	0
	1
	6
	0

	Bihar

	Kishanganj
	6
	3
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	3
	7
	3
	0
	0
	2
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	2
	8
	8
	1
	7
	8
	0

	Bolanger
	1
	9
	8
	5
	3
	8
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward
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