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Chapter 3

PROBLEMS AND CONCERNS OF ADOLESCENT GIRLS

Schooling and Dropping Out
The problem of the adolescent girls (AGs) is two fold as far as schooling is concerned. The rate of first admission in the school is lower in comparison to adolescent boys (ABs) and as the time progresses it seems that lesser girls are continuing with the study. This is reflected in the drop out ratio which is seemingly higher for adolescent girls. Table 3.1A & B, 3.2 and 3.3 present a broad picture of the district level scenario in this regard. 
Table 3.1A and 3.1B reveal that while the average age at the time of joining of school across the districts is almost the same for adolescent girls and boys (5.3 years for AGs and 5.4 years for ABs), the continuing rate differs a great deal. This is primarily accounted for in the reasons stated by AGs for not able to continue with education. This tendency is also reflected in and explained for the average expenditure incurred on the education of AGs vis-à-vis ABs. While AGs and ABs both start with a similar initial condition, reflected in the similar average age at first enrolment, yet the average monthly expenditure made on education per AG (Rs. 160.47) turns out to be far less than that incurred on per AB (Rs. 293.50). The cumulative impact of this differential gets reflected in drop out cases. This indicates to the fact that the household’s valuation of return on education of AGs is far less than that of ABs. 
Table 3.2A and 3.2B report data on drop out cases and stated reasons there of. It can easily be seen that AGs drop out cases at primary, secondary and above secondary levels have all far outpaced the ABs drop out cases. AGs have reported 636 cases of drop outs in comparison to only 78 cases for ABs, across all districts. Number of cases of drop outs for AGs and ABs are provided below:

Educational 



        Number of drop out cases 

Level




   Adolescent

Adolescent






   Boys


Girls

Primary



     12


  108

Secondary



     53


  438

Above Secondary


     13


    90

Total




     78


  636

The pattern of the stated reasons for dropping out from school for the AGs can clearly be seen in the light of opportunity cost foregone. The cost of homely chores constitutes the major reason, followed by the perception of poor return on AGs education. The possible social costs in not being able to marry an educated girl form yet another formidable reason. Part of the reason is also the fear of crimes likely to be committed against girls. The decision for dropping out in case of AGs is largely guided by parent/guardian/husband.  
Table 3.1A: Schooling of Adolescent Girls
	Sample States and Districts
	Age at joining school
	Type of school/Institution first admitted in
(%)
	Type of school/Institution presently continuing in (%)
	Average monthly expenditure

made on education per AG

	
	Min.
	Max.
	Avg.
	Gov.
	Pvt.
	Trd.
	AWC
	MSK
	Gov.
	Pvt.
	Trd.
	AWC
	MSK
	College
	

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)
	(11)
	(12)
	(13)
	(14)
	(15)
	(16)

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	03
	08
	5.0
	40
	38
	00
	01
	00
	06
	58
	00
	00
	00
	04
	142.24

	Raebareli
	03
	08
	4.7
	38
	47
	00
	00
	00
	00
	76
	00
	00
	00
	04
	380.41

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	03
	08
	5.0
	21
	19
	00
	07
	00
	00
	14
	11
	00
	00
	01
	178.80

	Mandla
	03
	11
	4.6
	45
	20
	01
	14
	01
	53
	04
	00
	00
	00
	00
	287.00

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	04
	09
	5.8
	75
	01
	00
	00
	00
	40
	01
	00
	00
	00
	05
	98.88

	24 South Parganas
	03
	08
	5.9
	83
	01
	00
	00
	00
	56
	00
	00
	00
	00
	07
	355.65

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	03
	09
	5.9
	72
	10
	00
	00
	00
	57
	01
	00
	00
	00
	00
	40.06

	Godda
	03
	08
	4.1
	36
	18
	00
	25
	00
	52
	00
	00
	00
	00
	12
	169.40

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	03
	08
	5.7
	6.9
	16
	00
	00
	00
	54
	13
	00
	00
	00
	01
	93.00

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	04
	08
	5.2
	73
	07
	00
	00
	00
	53
	01
	00
	00
	00
	00
	218.47

	Haryana

	Serisa
	03
	10
	5.6
	65
	15
	00
	00
	00
	25
	04
	00
	00
	00
	00
	54.45

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	04
	08
	5.3
	73
	10
	02
	00
	00
	49
	06
	00
	00
	00
	00
	58.38

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	03
	11
	5.5
	72
	10
	00
	02
	01
	76
	00
	00
	00
	00
	03
	136.65

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	03
	09
	5.1
	50
	35
	00
	00
	00
	45
	16
	01
	00
	00
	11
	265.47

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	05
	09
	6.4
	85
	00
	00
	00
	00
	77
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	56.29

	Supaul
	04
	07
	5.7
	62
	11
	00
	00
	00
	22
	00
	00
	00
	00
	18
	203.18

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	05
	07
	4.5
	69
	00
	00
	00
	00
	24
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	52.47

	Bolanger
	04
	07
	5.2
	83
	00
	00
	00
	00
	39
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	97.76


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward concentration.

Min. is Minimum; Max. is maximum; Avg. is average; Gov. is Government; Pvt. is Private; Trd. is Traditional; AWC is Angan Wadi Centre; MSK is Mahila Samkhya Kendra

Table 3.1B: Schooling of Adolescent Boys

	Sample States and Districts
	Age at joining school
	Type of school/Institution first admitted in
(%)
	Type of school/Institution presently continuing in (%)
	Average monthly expenditure

made on education per AB

	
	Min.
	Max.
	Avg.
	Gov.
	Pvt.
	Trd.
	AWC
	MSK
	Gov.
	Pvt.
	Trd.
	AWC
	MSK
	College
	

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)
	(11)
	(12)
	(13)
	(14)
	(15)
	(16)

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	3
	6
	4.6
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	7
	0
	0
	0
	3
	321

	Raebareli
	3
	7
	4.9
	6
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0
	5
	675

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	4
	6
	5.3
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0
	3
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	75

	Mandla
	4
	7
	5.2
	5
	4
	0
	1
	0
	4
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	28

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	6
	8
	6.4
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	211

	24 South Parganas
	4
	7
	5.8
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	642

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	4
	8
	5.5
	7
	3
	0
	0
	0
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	171

	Godda
	3
	6
	4.7
	5
	1
	0
	2
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	12

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	4
	7
	5.5
	6
	4
	0
	0
	0
	7
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	289

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	5
	6
	5.5
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	331

	Haryana

	Serisa
	5
	7
	5.8
	7
	3
	0
	0
	0
	2
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	308

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	4
	6
	5.3
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	6
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	98

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	4
	7
	5.3
	7
	3
	0
	0
	0
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	207

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	3
	6
	4.7
	2
	8
	0
	0
	0
	3
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	464

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	5
	7
	5.9
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	9
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	92

	Supaul
	5
	6
	5.6
	4
	6
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	7
	772

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	5
	6
	5.3
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	300

	Bolanger
	5
	6
	5.2
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	287


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward concentration.

Min. is Minimum; Max. is maximum; Avg. is average; Gov. is Government; Pvt. is Private; Trd. is Traditional; AWC is Angan Wadi Centre; MSK is Mahila Samkhya Kendra

Table 3.2A: Dropouts from School: Adolescent Girls 

	Sample States and Districts
	Average

dropout 

age
	Dropout

Cases by educational

Level
	Decision

cases for dropping out
	Number of cases by major reason for dropping out from School

	
	
	P
	S
	AS
	Self
	P/G
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)
	(11)
	(12)
	(13)
	(14)
	(15)
	(16)
	(17)

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	15.3
	01
	13
	05
	09
	10
	10
	17
	16
	22
	54
	27
	22
	19
	11
	00

	Raebareli
	14.4
	00
	21
	00
	07
	14
	05
	10
	09
	27
	46
	26
	11
	30
	08
	00

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	15.2
	01
	21
	02
	44
	06
	00
	06
	15
	02
	04
	06
	15
	02
	02
	00

	Mandla
	13.8
	01
	44
	04
	30
	19
	01
	08
	14
	04
	01
	01
	15
	01
	00
	02

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	14.8
	07
	28
	05
	37
	03
	09
	27
	04
	03
	14
	03
	30
	01
	08
	04

	24 South Parganas
	15.3
	02
	35
	04
	17
	24
	04
	18
	06
	02
	03
	02
	18
	03
	06
	01

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	14.8
	02
	42
	00
	40
	04
	00
	03
	15
	00
	04
	04
	10
	00
	00
	03

	Godda
	14.9
	03
	30
	04
	29
	08
	00
	06
	18
	00
	03
	06
	01
	00
	00
	00

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	16.9
	01
	35
	17
	38
	15
	03
	06
	06
	03
	07
	04
	09
	01
	00
	12

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	12.7
	23
	00
	00
	09
	14
	01
	09
	15
	00
	06
	02
	04
	00
	01
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	14.2
	12
	47
	06
	50
	15
	02
	19
	12
	03
	06
	05
	11
	00
	02
	07

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	13.8
	33
	03
	00
	19
	17
	00
	04
	07
	01
	09
	03
	09
	00
	02
	01

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	15.1
	03
	24
	11
	21
	18
	04
	04
	13
	17
	34
	11
	11
	22
	01
	00

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	16.9
	00
	26
	13
	12
	27
	05
	10
	18
	11
	27
	26
	11
	21
	06
	00

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	10.0
	06
	03
	01
	07
	03
	02
	15
	01
	02
	03
	05
	08
	03
	04
	00

	Supaul
	13.2
	07
	24
	00
	03
	28
	00
	04
	06
	00
	26
	01
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Orissa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Navrangpur
	13.3
	13
	49
	05
	65
	02
	01
	19
	22
	01
	04
	00
	03
	04
	01
	12

	Bolanger
	14.3
	05
	43
	13
	58
	03
	02
	39
	02
	06
	03
	04
	15
	11
	01
	04



*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward concentration.

P is Primary level; S is Secondary level;  AS is Above Secondary level

P/G is Parent/Guardian

A is to take care of younger children, sick and aged in the family;

B is to assist mother in household chores;

C is to assist family in income generating activities;

D is because higher education for girls was regarded unwanted and undesirable by the family and society;

E is because of the distance of school from the place of residence;

F is because of marriage of AG;

G is because of the failure in examinations;

H is because education was considered as an obstacle in the marriage of AGs;

I is because of increasing incidence of crime against AGs;

J is because of any other reason;

Table 3.2B: Dropouts from School: Adolescent Boys 

	Sample States and Districts
	Average

dropout 

age
	Dropout

Cases by educational

Level
	Decision

cases for dropping out
	Number of cases by major reason for dropping out from School

	
	
	P
	S
	AS
	Self
	P/G
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)
	(11)
	(12)
	(13)
	(14)
	(15)
	(16)
	(17)

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	NA
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	2
	1
	3
	7
	6
	1
	1
	3
	0

	Raebareli
	13.5
	0
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2
	0
	4
	6
	3
	0
	3
	1
	0

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	16.8
	1
	6
	1
	4
	4
	0
	1
	4
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Mandla
	14.8
	0
	6
	0
	4
	2
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	14.5
	0
	2
	0
	2
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	1
	0

	24 South Parganas
	17.3
	0
	4
	1
	1
	4
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	15.8
	0
	4
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Godda
	15.3
	0
	3
	1
	3
	1
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	19.1
	0
	3
	4
	5
	2
	0
	0
	1
	2
	1
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	12.8
	5
	0
	0
	3
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	4
	0
	0
	0

	Haryana

	Serisa
	15.1
	1
	5
	1
	3
	4
	0
	0
	2
	1
	4
	3
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	14.5
	3
	1
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	17.3
	0
	2
	2
	3
	1
	0
	1
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	19.0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	3
	3
	1
	3
	2
	4
	3
	1
	4
	2
	0

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	10.0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	13.0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	14.0
	1
	7
	0
	5
	3
	0
	2
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Bolanger
	15.0
	0
	6
	0
	6
	0
	0
	4
	2
	2
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward concentration.

P is Primary; S is Secondary;  AS is Above Secondary

P/G is Parent/Guardian

A is to take care of younger children, sick and aged in the family;

B is to assist mother in household chores;

C is to assist family in income generating activities;

D is because higher education for girls was regarded unwanted and undesirable by the family and society;

E is because of the distance of school from the place of residence;

F is because of marriage of ABs;

G is because of the failure in examinations;

H is because education was considered as an obstacle in the marriage of ABs;

I is because of increasing incidence of crime against ABs;

J is because of any other reason;

Since more than one options given by respondent total exceeding 10 in last column 
Frequently Missing Out from School
Table 3.3 reports on the adolescent girls frequently missing out schools due to various stated reasons. The following compilation presents the overall picture in this regard:






         
    Frequency of 

Reasons of Frequently 


Adolescent 

Adolescent

Missing from School



Boys


Girls

Household works



110


534

Temporary earning activities


232


148

Sickness




230


421

Religious and social ceremony

144


113

Playful and freaking habits


289


146

It can clearly be seen that almost 40 per cent of times an adolescent girl misses the school, it is due household works. The second most important reason for AGs missing school frequently is sickness, which together with household works accounts for 70 per cent of total missing from school. In contrast with this, the trend of the reasons for frequently missing from school for Abs are basically temporary earning activities, playful and freaking tendency and sickness which together explains 75% of  cases. 
Table 3.3: Reasons for Missing from School

	Sample States and Districts
	Frequent missing from school is due to…

(% of total attending schools)

	
	Household works
	Temporary earning activities
	Sickness
	Religious and social ceremonies
	Playful and freaking habits

	
	AGs
	ABs
	AGs
	ABs
	AGs
	ABs
	AGs
	ABs
	AGs
	ABs

	Backward States I*
	
	
	
	
	

	Uttar Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	

	Gorakhpur
	42-00
	00- 01
	55-28
	06-09
	06-23

	Raebareli
	41-01
	00-09
	30-27
	10-15
	15-14

	Madhya Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	

	Satna
	36-09
	03-11
	21-24
	07-04
	02-15

	Mandla
	48-22
	17-12
	37-28
	01-04
	01-01

	West Bengal
	
	
	
	
	

	Purulia
	22-00
	05-35
	02-05
	00-01
	01-00

	24 South Parganas
	19-00
	05-24
	01-02
	00-00
	02-06

	Jharkhand
	
	
	
	
	

	Lohardagga
	42-13
	31-09
	11-07
	07-03
	03-16

	Godda
	35-07
	09-17
	25-15
	00-12
	02-06

	Backward States II*
	
	
	
	
	

	Punjab
	
	
	
	
	

	Hoshiarpur
	48-07
	16-06
	40-14
	08-01
	05-27

	Rajasthan
	
	
	
	
	

	Dungarpur
	03-01
	00-00
	00-02
	00-02
	44-34

	Haryana
	
	
	
	
	

	Serisa
	49-15
	14-18
	43-28
	10-07
	08-19

	Chattisgarh
	
	
	
	
	

	Bilaspur
	06-02
	03-03
	05-03
	00-00
	40-35

	Special Category States
	
	
	
	
	

	Himachal Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	

	Chamba
	34-02
	04-04
	22-16
	17-14
	01-19

	Uttaranchal
	
	
	
	
	

	Tehri Garhwal
	25-02
	17-09
	23-14
	10-09
	05-26

	Totally Backward States
	
	
	
	
	

	Bihar
	
	
	
	
	

	Kishanganj
	80-27
	05-01
	01-07
	37-63
	00-06

	Supaul
	03-02
	00-00
	05-00
	00-00
	13-28

	Orissa
	
	
	
	
	

	Navrangpur
	30-00
	15-47
	00-00
	00-00
	00-04

	Bolanger
	40-00
	04-36
	00-00
	00-00
	00-10


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward concentration.

AGs is Adolescent Girls; ABs is Adolescent Boys

Employment Pattern, Earning and Spending Decision
Table 3.4 and 3.5 present the pattern of employment of adolescent girls, their earnings from employment and spending decision. A total of 138 AGs have been reported to be employed, of which 104 (more than 75 per cent of the total) have been found in agricultural sector. Tertiary employment still seems to be a far cry for AGs as far as the sample is concerned, only 6 of them are found employed in some tertiary activities. 
The decision for choosing employment is not AG’s own. Only a small proportion of 22.5 per cent AGs are able to take a decision to join by choice, while rest all are either driven by parent/guardian/husband’s will and command or in the absence of an alternative. 

An adolescent girl’s earnings from various employment sources stand at Rs. 915.82 per month. Even this earning is not at AG’s full command. They hand over the entire earning to parent/guardian/husband, in some cases voluntarily but mostly forcibly.  
Table 3.4 : Employment Patterns of Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of AGs employed
	Average age of full-time employed AGs
	Number of AGs employed by broad categories of jobs
	Decision pattern in choosing the job by AGs

	
	
	
	Primary
	Secondary
	Tertiary
	A
	B
	C
	D

	(1)
	(2)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)
	(11)
	(12)

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	10
	17.4
	10
	07
	00
	04
	04
	02
	00

	Raebareli
	02
	17.5
	02
	00
	00
	01
	00
	01
	00

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	01
	15.0
	00
	00
	01
	00
	01
	00
	00

	Mandla
	06
	18.0
	05
	05
	01
	00
	02
	04
	00

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	24 South Parganas
	01
	16.0
	01
	00
	00
	00
	00
	01
	00

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	17
	17.8
	15
	13
	00
	12
	04
	01
	00

	Godda
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	16
	18.4
	14
	08
	01
	08
	04
	03
	00

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	14
	16.9
	05
	06
	02
	05
	07
	00
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	20
	16.8
	20
	03
	00
	12
	02
	01
	00

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	03
	17.7
	02
	00
	01
	00
	01
	02
	00

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	03
	16.7
	03
	03
	00
	02
	00
	01
	00

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	13
	17.9
	12
	11
	00
	03
	06
	01
	00

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Supaul
	03
	18.0
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	26
	17.1
	22
	02
	03
	00
	05
	21
	00

	Bolanger
	03
	17.0
	03
	00
	00
	00
	02
	01
	00


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

A is that AGs are directed by husband/father/guardian to do the job; B is that AGs have chosen the job themselves; C is that AGs are forced to choose the job because there were no alternatives available; D is other unspecified reason. 
Table 3.5: Spending Decision of Working and Earning Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Average monthly income of working and earning AGs (Rs.)
	Number of AGs showing spending decision by…

	
	
	Voluntarily handing over the entire earning to H/P/G
	Voluntarily handing over only a part of total earning to H/P/G and retaining the rest
	Self for the entire earnings 
	H/P/G does not take it and asks AGs to use the entire earnings
	Being forced to hand over the entire earning to H/P/G
	Any other way

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	1000
	03
	02
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Raebareli
	00
	00
	00
	01
	00
	00
	00

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	830
	42
	07
	27
	01
	13
	00

	Mandla
	550
	30
	14
	07
	30
	00
	00

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	366
	04
	62
	60
	04
	02
	00

	24 South Parganas
	700
	12
	75
	55
	29
	03
	00

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	578
	16
	07
	07
	01
	00
	00

	Godda
	325
	35
	28
	06
	06
	08
	00

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	842
	08
	11
	07
	01
	00
	00

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	734
	14
	02
	01
	00
	00
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	456
	34
	04
	01
	00
	00
	00

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	3530
	05
	01
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	00
	15
	46
	18
	02
	00
	00

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	3000
	10
	32
	42
	00
	00
	00

	Totally Backward States
Bihar

	Kishanganj
	1000
	64
	11
	07
	01
	02
	00

	Supaul
	250
	02
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	467
	00
	66
	69
	00
	00
	00

	Bolanger
	941
	00
	82
	62
	00
	00
	00


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

H is husband; P is parents; G is guardian. 

Note: Since aggregate goes beyond 85 due to respondent gave more than one answer in question number 16

Domestic Violence
The survey result finds that domestic violence against adolescent girls is the most common all across the districts. The type of abuse or violence AGs are subjected to at home has been categorized into—beating, torturing, scolding & calling names, sexual abuse, suspecting the character/keeping watch on movements, neglect of health problem, insult in the presence of outsiders, friends and younger, making feel guilty for no fault, treating like servant, verbal threat of using force and comparing with brother and giving him preference even if he does not deserve. 
Table 3.6 reports the occurrence of domestic violence in terms of frequency of reported occurrence over a month’s time and by the type of occurrence.  It can clearly be seen that most cases have reported five or more than five types of occurrences, which is an extremely deplorable condition. Beating, torturing, calling names and comparing with brothers are the most frequent types of occurrences which AGs have to face at home. The extremity of situation can be understood by the fact that as many as 538 AGs have reported that they are being treated like a servant at home. Understandably, the perception of household members towards AGs are dismal, being considered as an object incapable for fetching economic returns, therefore, only suitable for fringe works. Educating AGs with this kind of perception seems most unlikely. 
Table 3.6: Frequency and Reason of Domestic Violence against Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Number
of AGs subjected to frequent violence of at least one type 
	Number
of AGs subjected to frequent violence of at least two types
	Number
of AGs subjected to frequent violence of at least three types
	Number
of AGs subjected to frequent violence of five and more than five types
	Frequency of Domestic Violence/Emotional Abuse against Adolescent Girls by type of Violence/Emotional Abuse
(Number of reported cases)

	
	
	
	
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H
	I
	J
	K

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)
	(11)
	(12)
	(13)
	(14)
	(15)
	(16)

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	85
	85
	85
	85
	82
	56
	82
	77
	84
	72
	81
	84
	84
	64
	83

	Raebareli
	84
	84
	84
	84
	80
	54
	79
	73
	85
	70
	79
	85
	79
	84
	85

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	115
	59
	57
	55 
	29
	48
	54
	41
	55
	08
	46
	47
	11
	11
	54

	Mandla
	66
	66
	66
	65
	41
	59
	62
	48
	64
	23
	54
	55
	15
	39
	65

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	75
	75
	75
	75
	78
	64
	78
	60
	58
	54
	69
	52
	46
	49
	74

	24 South Parganas
	79
	79
	78
	78
	82
	67
	79
	70
	73
	68
	75
	75
	60
	70
	72

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	70
	53
	22
	04 
	27
	08
	34
	00
	54
	02
	02
	24
	03
	13
	01

	Godda
	71
	70
	69
	68
	61
	61
	68
	60
	71
	20
	65
	65
	10
	50
	71

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	 57
	 51
	12 
	22 
	53
	05
	30
	00
	57
	20
	05
	22
	07
	39
	01

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	56
	56
	53
	01
	64
	00
	46
	04
	18
	00
	01
	00
	08
	60
	03

	Haryana

	Serisa
	 62
	50
	28
	11
	49
	08
	29
	00
	70
	06
	00
	70
	04
	17
	18

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	42
	39
	31
	00
	45
	01
	29
	04
	21
	03
	02
	00
	06
	43
	02

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	84
	84
	84
	84
	84
	47
	81
	52
	85
	51
	73
	81
	74
	82
	85

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	85
	85
	85
	85
	84
	66
	79
	80
	85
	54
	81
	84
	77
	84
	84

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	63
	23
	09
	01
	30
	51
	02
	14
	01
	07
	02
	00
	03
	00
	02

	Supaul
	56
	55
	35
	00
	45
	00
	39
	00
	15
	01
	00
	00
	00
	59
	02

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	85
	85
	85
	85
	85
	48
	85
	51
	85
	81
	69
	05
	16
	06
	68

	Bolanger
	84
	84
	81
	81
	85
	52
	81
	43
	79
	72
	62
	05
	35
	19
	76


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

A is Beating;

B is Torturing;

C is Scolding and calling names;

D is Sexual abuse;

E is Suspecting the character/keeping strict watch on movements;

F is Neglecting health problems;

G is Insulting in presence of outsiders, friends and younger;

H is Making feel guilty for no fault;

I is Treating like servant;

J is Verbal threat of using force;

K is Comparing with brother and giving him preference even if he does not deserve.  

Note: 
(column 2-5) Excluding blank records (Not available) and type of at least four.

(column 6-16) Considering regular and occasional both
Sexual Abuse
Table 3.7 provides separate information on sexual abuse of AGs committed at home. As high as 64.6 per cent of AGs (a total of 884 respondents) reported Yes to at least one type of sexual abuse at home as very common. Rest of them admitted that it is there in a sublime way but not so common. When investigated for the source predator, it is revealed that close relatives and mostly the outsiders/visitors invariably are the one inflicting sexual harassment on AGs. Almost 77 per cent of all sexual abuses committed against AGs are attributed to outsiders and visitors. While 22 per cent of sexual abuses are committed by relatives, a minuscule 1 per cent has been found to be committed by own family members. It seems that AGs are easy victims for visitors at home; perhaps, their permeability allowed by guardians, parents and husbands is of fluid nature, sometimes gets overlooked too. This is reflected in the general reaction of AG’s father/guardian/husband who would tend to repress the issue by adopting oppressive measure against AGs rather than sympathizing. The data collected from survey suggests that almost in 95 per cent cases the post-abuse normal reaction of AG’s father/guardian/husband is that of oppressive measures rather than supportive (Table 3.7). In no circumstances, father would like that the information on sexual abuse of daughter is leaked out. This tends to promote more onslaughts on AGs, especially by visitors and relatives, who would feel ‘secure’ while attempting for one.  
Table 3.7: Frequency and sources of AGs subjected to sexual abuse at home

	Sample States and Districts
	Number of respondents reported Yes to at least one type of sexual abuse at home as Very Common*
	Number of respondents reported No to at least two types of sexual abuse at home as Very Common
	Frequency of AGs subjected to at least one type of sexual abuse at home by source predator…


	Frequency of post-abuse normal reaction of AGs father/husband/mother… 

	
	
	
	Family

Member
	Relatives
	Outsiders/

Visitors
	Supportive
	Oppressive

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	84
	28
	03
	51
	79
	00
	75

	Raebareli
	78
	18
	04
	62
	72
	00
	77

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	45
	24
	00
	00
	45
	00
	45

	Mandla
	62
	16
	00
	01
	62
	46
	57

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	57
	76
	00
	00
	76
	00
	76

	24 South Parganas
	55
	71
	00
	00
	71
	00
	71

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	54
	00
	00
	23
	37
	00
	56

	Godda
	60
	20
	00
	03
	60
	04
	60

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	71
	00
	00
	12
	61
	00
	72

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	02
	05
	00
	02
	56
	00
	57

	Haryana

	Serisa
	80
	01
	00
	44
	47
	00
	81

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	01
	02
	00
	00
	20
	00
	20

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	77
	29
	00
	52
	76
	00
	77

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	85
	26
	06
	56
	83
	00
	85

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Supaul
	00
	06
	00
	01
	48
	00
	48

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	38
	83
	00
	00
	83
	00
	82

	Bolanger
	35
	80
	00
	00
	81
	10
	81


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

*Note : Calculated on the basis of  “y” more than one type 

Table 3.8: Frequency of post abuse symptom and mental status of AGs

	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of post abuse symptom and mental status of Adolescent Girls by type of symptom and mental status…

	
	Stress &

Anxiety(A)
	Depression
(B)
	Normal &

naural(C) 
	Physical

Fatigue(D)
	Feels like

running away from home(E)
	Disturbed

Sleep(F)
	Feels like

ending life

or committing suicide(G)
	Other 

type of 

symptom/mental

status**

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	01
	26
	27
	00
	12
	03
	15
	00

	Raebareli
	11
	23
	27
	00
	23
	11
	15
	00

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	78
	75
	37
	74
	32
	68
	42
	00

	Mandla
	83
	80
	34
	81
	30
	78
	53
	02

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	63
	76
	02
	13
	75
	64
	74
	00

	24 South Parganas
	74
	50
	03
	30
	76
	76
	78
	00

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	18
	23
	25
	01
	01
	14
	00
	14

	Godda
	80
	77
	47
	46
	28
	60
	29
	01

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	28
	39
	33
	11
	24
	30
	13
	24

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	29
	72
	01
	00
	80
	27
	03
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	37
	39
	61
	10
	21
	35
	10
	18

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	32
	59
	05
	00
	61
	21
	10
	00

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	10
	37
	07
	02
	26
	06
	16
	00

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	05
	23
	19
	00
	13
	01
	12
	00

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	46
	32
	00
	00
	06
	71
	01
	00

	Supaul
	39
	82
	01
	00
	85
	19
	03
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	81
	42
	00
	00
	80
	17
	76
	00

	Bolanger
	84
	74
	00
	01
	78
	33
	81
	00


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

**Other symptoms and mental status includes….

Family and Societal Attitude 
Family and societal attitude towards Adolescent girls do not seem to be conducive. Table 3.9 and 3.10 report data on the behaviours of male family members and in general the societal attitude towards AGs. It can be seen that permissiveness in male behaviour is heavily titled in favour of adolescent boys. The attitudes towards AGs are basically marked by discouraging behaviour of males.  
Table 3.9: Behaviour of male members towards Adolescent Girls and Adolescent Boys as reported by Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of AGs reporting on the behaviour of male members especially head of the family towards them by type of behaviour…
	Frequency of AGs reporting on the behaviour of male members especially head of the family towards ABs in the family by type of behaviour…

	
	Authoritarian
	Discouraging
	Permissive
	Submissive

And

Cooperative
	Caring
	other
	Authoritarian
	Discouraging
	Permissive
	Submissive

And

Cooperative
	Caring
	other

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	61
	09
	04
	07
	04
	00
	05
	00
	13
	44
	23
	00

	Raebareli
	66
	03
	12
	03
	00
	10
	09
	01
	33
	31
	14
	00

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	48
	05
	00
	28
	05
	00
	00
	01
	02
	73
	09
	00

	Mandla
	39
	31
	01
	14
	00
	00
	00
	03
	01
	58
	13
	00

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	00
	00
	36
	39
	11
	00
	00
	00
	77
	08
	00
	00

	24 South Parganas
	02
	00
	56
	23
	05
	00
	03
	0
	61
	16
	02
	00

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	09
	00
	35
	39
	06
	00
	07
	00
	35
	39
	06
	00

	Godda
	43
	03
	00
	23
	13
	00
	02
	16
	04
	43
	14
	00

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	20
	00
	20
	05
	45
	00
	10
	00
	20
	05
	07
	05

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	01
	00
	63
	19
	00
	00
	01
	00
	63
	19
	00
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	58
	05
	18
	17
	04
	00
	41
	00
	12
	11
	04
	00

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	00
	00
	49
	41
	00
	00
	00
	00
	48
	41
	00
	00

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	42
	17
	11
	06
	08
	00
	10
	00
	26
	33
	27
	00

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	45
	15
	06
	15
	04
	00
	01
	00
	22
	28
	34
	00

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	45
	01
	17
	01
	23
	00
	11
	00
	38
	06
	30
	00

	Supaul
	01
	01
	26
	53
	01
	00
	00
	00
	26
	53
	01
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	00
	00
	00
	24
	60
	00
	00
	00
	00
	18
	66
	00

	Bolanger
	00
	00
	01
	32
	52
	00
	00
	00
	03
	33
	49
	00


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Other mainly includes….

Table 3.10: Societal attitude on the behaviour of male members towards Adolescent Girls and Adolescent Boys as reported by Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of AGs reporting on the attitude of male members especially head of family on the Authoritarian and Discouraging behaviour towards them by category of response…
	Frequency of AGs reporting on the attitude of male members especially head of family on the Authoritarian and Discouraging behaviour towards ABs in the family  by category of response…
	Frequency of AGs reporting on the attitude of male members especially head of family on the Permissive, Submissive, Cooperative and Caring behaviour towards them by category of response…
	Frequency of AGs reporting on the attitude of male members especially head of family on the Permissive, Submissive, Cooperative and Caring behaviour towards ABs in the family  by category of response…

	
	Yes
	No
	Normal/

Indifferent
	Yes
	No
	Normal/

Indifferent
	Yes
	No
	Normal/

Indifferent
	Yes
	No
	Normal/

Indifferent

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	13
	29
	27
	00
	01
	00
	04
	10
	00
	63
	01
	02

	Raebareli
	17
	00
	52
	00
	00
	07
	04
	01
	07
	43
	00
	16

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	04
	02
	47
	00
	00
	00
	20
	01
	12
	28
	01
	23

	Mandla
	01
	00
	69
	01
	00
	01
	14
	00
	01
	60
	00
	00

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	84
	00
	00
	42
	01
	00

	24 South Parganas
	02
	00
	00
	01
	00
	00
	84
	00
	00
	12
	00
	00

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	09
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	80
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Godda
	01
	00
	45
	00
	00
	15
	33
	00
	03
	32
	00
	08

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	10
	10
	00
	05
	00
	00
	61
	05
	00
	04
	00
	00

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	01
	00
	00
	63
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	19
	00
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	51
	12
	00
	00
	00
	00
	33
	00
	06
	00
	00
	00

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	85
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	18
	23
	18
	01
	01
	00
	07
	16
	02
	35
	08
	13

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	30
	03
	26
	01
	01
	00
	17
	07
	01
	59
	00
	02

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	20
	00
	26
	00
	00
	06
	24
	00
	17
	16
	00
	23

	Supaul
	02
	00
	00
	00
	01
	00
	80
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	84
	00
	00
	12
	00
	00

	Bolanger
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00
	85
	00
	00
	14
	00
	00


AGs Worst Fears and Best Dreams
Table 3.11 and 3.12 report on adolescent girls over all impressions on their relative position in family and society and also their fears and aspirations. A total of 361 AGs expressed that they are have problems in studying in school where majority of teachers are male and they tend to discriminate against girls. An incredibly 872 of AGs reported problems in traveling to school/place of work being a girl. Staying away from family and working in a distant place also causes a lot of worries for AGs.   
Table 3.11: Adolescent Girls overall impression on their disadvantageous position vis-à-vis Adolescent Boys in the family and society
	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of AGs reporting their overall impression on their disadvantageous position vis-à-vis ABs in family and society…

	
	I am facing problems in studying in schools where majority of teachers are male and they tend to suffer from gender bias
	I am facing problems in traveling to school/ place of work
	I am facing problems studying/doing job away from family in a different place 
	I am facing other problems being a girl vis-à-vis Boys

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	24
	51
	10
	00

	Raebareli
	11
	52
	19
	00

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	07
	49
	73
	00

	Mandla
	11
	74
	78
	01

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	56
	78
	27
	00

	24 South Parganas
	62
	74
	29
	00

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	01
	22
	55
	04

	Godda
	05
	83
	83
	00

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	00
	19
	47
	13

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	25
	28
	07
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	00
	09
	70
	02

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	25
	24
	20
	00

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	19
	48
	17
	00

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	25
	33
	24
	00

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	09
	67
	08
	00

	Supaul
	54
	06
	14
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	02
	77
	33
	00

	Bolanger
	25
	78
	35
	00


Table 3.12: Adolescent Girls worst fear and best dreams

	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of AGs responding on their views on worst thing being girl/women by type of response…
	Frequency of AGs responding on the best boon they would ask for being girl/women by type of response…

	
	Puberty and Menstruation
	Restrictions imposed by the family
	Little access to education
	Violence and Sexual Abuse
	Unequal Treatment Given by the Society
	I would chose to be bore as a boy next life
	I would change the way society and religions look at the girl child in the family
	Other

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	00
	36
	36
	32
	31
	46
	37
	00

	Raebareli
	01
	34
	39
	34
	31
	37
	48
	00

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	06
	31
	11
	21
	15
	16
	68
	00

	Mandla
	07
	15
	27
	20
	16
	18
	62
	02

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	00
	00
	01
	79
	18
	00
	84
	02

	24 South Parganas
	01
	01
	07
	65
	14
	01
	82
	00

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	01
	03
	09
	33
	39
	04
	21
	02

	Godda
	03
	19
	25
	17
	22
	18
	67
	00

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	36
	42
	11
	41
	47
	27
	20
	06

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	07
	77
	00
	00
	01
	50
	30
	02

	Haryana

	Serisa
	14
	37
	23
	64
	48
	56
	47
	02

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	20
	47
	02
	00
	51
	50
	35
	00

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	00
	33
	22
	18
	23
	38
	46
	00

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	01
	33
	36
	45
	28
	50
	35
	00

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	31
	12
	01
	37
	34
	32
	83
	00

	Supaul
	14
	71
	01
	00
	00
	52
	31
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	00
	00
	26
	02
	57
	01
	84
	00

	Bolanger
	00
	00
	06
	04
	76
	00
	83
	01


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Others mainly include…

The worst fear of AGs, as revealed by their responses, is the fear of violence and sexual abuse and unequal treatment by family and society. Unequal and little access to education also form one of the worst fear and concern of AGs. Given an opportunity, AGs would like to be born as boys and also like to change the societal attitude and practices towards them. The response frequency of AGs on the best boon they would ask for is as follows:
Type of response


Number of response

I would chose to be born

as boys in the next life


496




I would change the way society 

963
and religions look at the girl child 
in the family
It seems like that adolescent girls are comparatively not so much worried about their being a girl than the societal and family attitude towards them. Their resilience and will to do better is well demonstrated. The need is to change the perception towards them and include them everywhere rather than practicing exclusion at various levels. 
Food Intake and Nutrition

The significance of proper food and nutrition in terms of health and other accomplishments for women is well established. Food deficiency is reflected in economic and social costs and therefore it makes a lot of sense to focus on food intake and the resultant nutritional status of women. The problem of food deficiency/security has been addressed at various levels. The foremost is the level of food intake. Undernourishment that is fundamentally due to food deficiency is the case of sheer ‘entitlement failure’. Low income households fail to get access to sufficient food. In this context, it has been widely accepted that market may fail to address the malnutrition problem. However, this is just one layer of the problem. Next is to ensure the type of food required to gain sufficient protein, carbohydrates and other nutrients. This depends on the diversification in ‘dining table menu’ which a household is able to bring about as the income increases. The pattern of consumption which comes about with every increase in income for the household is the basic determinants of nutrients secured. It has clearly been seen that higher income may not, per se, bring about high level of nutrition. Therefore, even a food-secure household may suffer from malnutrition. Recently, the findings of the study by Deaton and Dreze (2006) demonstrated contradictory trends of declining calorie consumption of an increasing section of the Indian population despite a phenomenal growth in income achieved over time.  Poverty and inequality have not been the reasons behind this trend as there has been growth recorded in all fractiles of population. The case of women and AGs are particularly vulnerable when seen from the point of view of securing nutrition from increased consumption of the household. Yet another dimension of the problem is the discrimination in allocation practiced tacitly or overtly at the household level. Such discrimination may occur for food-secure households as well. 

AGs Consumption patterns

The survey data on food intake by AGs and ABs is presented in Table 3.13A and 3.13B. The case of poor households is evident from the lower amount of food allocation for the entire family (the family consumption profile is provided in Table 3.14), and more so towards AGs. For relatively advanced states and regions, the allocation seems to be slightly on higher side albeit discrepancy in allocation may not be dramatically different.  The allocation of various food items between AGs and ABs is captured by the Index of AGs average consumption when ABs average consumption is made equal to unity. The calculated indices, as presented below, clearly reveal that in no case the AGs average consumption is greater than that of ABs, indices being less than one in all cases. The relative disadvantage in AGs consumption is the most in case of items such as egg, vegetable, mutton/chicken/fish, pulses, sugar & related products, and beverages & appetizers. The highest parity is found in the case of cereal & cereal products, index being 0.95, followed by fruits (0.92) and fats & oil (0.90). 





Average

Average

Index of AGs





Consumption

Consumption

Consumption

Per AGs                       Per ABs                       (when ABs                Consumption=1.00)



Milk and Milk Products
147.11


181.78


0.81



Egg



1.7


2.2


0.77

Leafy Green Vegetables
101.38


116.94


0.87

Mutton/Chicken

/Fish



135.33


153.22


0.88

Cereal and Cereal Products
361.28


381.5


0.95

Pulses



44.05


50.39


0.87

Sugar and related Products
38.67


44.67


0.86

Fruits



102.17


111.11


0.92

Fats and Oils


18.55


20.55


0.90

Beverages and Appetizers
46.67


55.22


0.84

Table 3.13 A: Average intake of food and other nutrients by Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Average Daily Intake of Food and Other Nutrients by Adolescent Girls                                                                                                                                                                   (Quantity)

	
	Milk and Milk Products
	Egg

(no.)


	Leafy Green Vegetables

(gram)
	Mutton/Chicken

/Fish

(gram)
	Cereal and Cereal Products

(gram)
	Pulses
	Sugar and related Products

(gram)
	Fruits

(gram)
	Fats and Oils

(gram)
	Beverages and Appetizers



	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	220
	1.8
	111
	169
	401
	50
	54
	98
	09
	31

	Raebareli
	160
	2.3
	96
	144
	350
	53
	41
	111
	11
	38

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	155
	1.2
	61
	88
	115
	47
	46
	112
	21
	124

	Mandla
	132
	2.8
	64
	87
	179
	67
	31
	121
	32
	91

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	128
	2.1
	101
	191
	491
	18
	22
	63
	18
	68

	24 South Parganas
	148
	3.0
	125
	344
	430
	43
	24
	158
	35
	118

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	90
	0.9
	128
	64
	353
	19
	22
	72
	09
	11

	Godda
	156
	2.2
	88
	101
	334
	51
	34
	113
	21
	109

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	156
	1.1
	152
	133
	246
	49
	48
	86
	27
	04

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	115
	2.5
	59
	77
	446
	29
	23
	41
	12
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	138
	00
	137
	50
	330
	29
	40
	62
	13
	03

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	87
	1.0
	94
	82
	389
	41
	62
	60
	19
	150

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	181
	2.0
	94
	140
	370
	67
	49
	77
	15
	37

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	183
	1.3
	99
	137
	381
	51
	60
	63
	08
	30

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	144
	2.6
	75
	113
	161
	32
	51
	131
	33
	00

	Supaul
	188
	1.1
	136
	109
	434
	34
	20
	38
	14
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	111
	1.5
	100
	181
	539
	52
	29
	174
	16
	05

	Bolanger
	156
	1.9
	105
	226
	554
	61
	40
	259
	21
	21


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 3.13 B: Average intake of food and other nutrients by Adolescent Boys

	Sample States and Districts
	Average Daily Intake of Food and Other Nutrients by Adolescent Boys

                                                                                                                                                         (Quantity)

	
	Milk and Milk Products
	Egg

(no.)


	Leafy Green Vegetables

(gram)
	Mutton/Chicken

/Fish

(gram)
	Cereal and Cereal Products

(gram)
	Pulses

(gram)
	Sugar and related Products

(gram)
	Fruits

(gram)
	Fats and Oils

(gram)
	Beverages and Appetizers

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	272
	2.1
	166
	206
	457
	61
	71
	100
	11
	35

	Raebareli
	205
	3.2
	113
	166
	404
	66
	57
	137
	15
	51

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	219
	1.2
	85
	123
	154
	76
	57
	134
	27
	159

	Mandla
	210
	5.0
	80
	113
	195
	73
	50
	131
	27
	114

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	133
	2.1
	102
	191
	492
	18
	22
	65
	18
	68

	24 South Parganas
	161
	3.0
	123
	336
	412
	43
	25
	148
	35
	126

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	127
	1.0
	152
	86
	387
	21
	19
	80
	10
	09

	Godda
	200
	3.2
	99
	128
	371
	50
	33
	135
	28
	126

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	192
	2.1
	168
	133
	282
	52
	45
	89
	32
	04

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	149
	2.8
	80
	101
	457
	46
	29
	55
	17
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	171
	00
	148
	79
	311
	34
	40
	65
	14
	03

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	119
	1.7
	128
	111
	404
	49
	78
	83
	24
	200

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	199
	2.7
	100
	148
	398
	70
	52
	87
	16
	39

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	265
	1.9
	118
	166
	421
	63
	72
	73
	10
	34

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	174
	3.5
	85
	144
	164
	34
	54
	146
	34
	00

	Supaul
	204
	1.3
	152
	133
	458
	38
	23
	39
	15
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	116
	1.5
	101
	181
	539
	52
	28
	174
	16
	05

	Bolanger
	156
	1.9
	105
	213
	561
	61
	40
	259
	21
	21


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Table 3.14: Average Monthly Per Capita Consumption of Food Items by Households

	Sample States and Districts
	Average Monthly Per Capita Consumption of Food Items by Sample Households by Broad Group of Items… 

	
	CCS
	PPS
	PO
	GV
	SS
	EO
	SJ
	MMP
	MEF
	BA
	FN
	TAI

	
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp
	Qty
	Exp

	Backward States I*

Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	16
	173
	2
	54
	3.3
	38
	5.8
	42
	0.2
	19
	0.8
	50
	1.6
	32
	7.2
	95
	0.9
	101
	0.8
	22
	0.6
	18
	1.14
	38

	Raebareli
	18
	169
	2.7
	68
	5.8
	36
	4.0
	36
	0.2
	21
	1.4
	58
	1.7
	35
	7.0
	87
	0.8
	98
	0.5
	28
	0.71
	38
	0.88
	37

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	18
	182
	2.9
	67
	7.4
	57
	5.4
	70
	0.2
	39
	0.8
	40
	1.4
	28
	6.8
	100
	0.9
	116
	1.7
	34
	2.84
	57
	0.81
	28

	Mandla
	16
	133
	2.0
	53
	4.6
	37
	3.3
	60
	0.2
	25
	1.0
	45
	1.2
	25
	2.6
	36
	1.0
	63
	0.2
	23
	1.63
	35
	0.94
	27

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	14
	170
	0.5
	18
	5.7
	42
	3.0
	48
	0.3
	17
	0.7
	38
	0.8
	17
	4.2
	68
	0.3
	42
	0.14
	12
	0.22
	9.0
	0.14
	14

	24 South Parganas
	15
	172
	1.3
	40
	7.1
	52
	4.5
	54
	0.3
	17
	0.8
	47
	0.9
	17
	7.2
	110
	0.5
	80
	0.3
	25
	0.6
	22
	NA
	7

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	14
	147
	0.3
	10
	2.9
	24
	2.9
	19
	NA
	21
	0.3
	18
	0.5
	10
	4.4
	52
	0.4
	37
	0.1
	3
	0.22
	4
	0.38
	29

	Godda
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	3.8
	28
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	0.5
	46
	0.11
	3
	0.25
	12

	Backward States II*

Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	10
	117
	1.1
	36
	3.3
	32
	4.1
	48
	0.2
	21
	1.0
	58
	1.6
	31
	6.0
	93
	0.7
	77
	0.6
	14
	1.56
	29
	0.75
	69

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	14
	154
	0.9
	29
	1.9
	16
	19
	19
	NA
	12
	0.4
	24
	0.7
	14
	5.5
	66
	0.6
	61
	0.02
	2
	0.5
	13
	0.11
	5

	Haryana

	Serisa
	10
	105
	0.5
	15
	3.0
	28
	2.9
	33
	NA
	29
	0.9
	52
	1.7
	33
	5.7
	80
	0.7
	71
	0.29
	4
	0.38
	8
	0.6
	32

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	13
	157
	1.1
	32
	2.2
	19
	2.7
	30
	NA
	15
	0.5
	32
	0.9
	18
	3.7
	49
	0.4
	45
	NA
	2
	0.5
	14
	0.1
	2

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	16
	160
	2.6
	67
	3.8
	35
	4.2
	44
	0.3
	23
	0.8
	50
	1.6
	32
	6.7
	72
	0.8
	81
	0.7
	23
	1.31
	33
	0.88
	74

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	14
	153
	2.0
	55
	4.6
	43
	3.5
	37
	0.2
	14
	0.7
	42
	1.3
	26
	5.6
	79
	0.4
	5.7
	0.95
	17
	0.82
	21
	0.87
	51

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	5
	66
	0.6
	18
	4.3
	37
	1.5
	50
	0.3
	22
	0.8
	45
	0.8
	17
	5.0
	77
	1.4
	78
	0.2
	17
	0.29
	12
	.52
	19

	Supaul
	17
	191
	1.4
	44
	2.7
	23
	6.0
	50
	NA
	16
	0.6
	32
	0.8
	16
	8.3
	111
	0.8
	74
	NA
	0.5
	0.51
	16
	NA
	NA

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	17
	182
	1.7
	47
	4.1
	37
	3.2
	41
	0.3
	15
	0.6
	30
	1.0
	21
	4.1
	41
	0.4
	70
	.04
	5
	0.26
	2
	0.03
	3

	Bolanger
	16
	164
	2.0
	65
	3.4
	36
	3.0
	51
	0.3
	15
	0.7
	38
	1.4
	28
	5.1
	54
	0.5
	87
	0.1
	18
	0.2
	6
	0.04
	5


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

CCS is Cereals and Cereals Substitutes; PPS is Pulses and Pulses Substitutes; PO is Potato and Onion; GV is Green Vegetables; SS is Salt and Spices; EO is Edible Oil; SJ is Sugar and Jaggery; MMP is Milk and Milk Products; MEF is Meat, Egg and Fish; BA is Beverages and Appetisers; FN is Fruits and Nuts; TAI is Tobacco, Alcohol and Intoxications

Note: Average expenditure of item for a family in a month = X (Say)

Per capita expenditure = X / (Average number of family members of 85 families in a districts)
AGs Nutritional Status
The term ‘nutrition’ refers to utilizing food in such a way as to enable maintenance, day-to-day functioning and growth of mind and body (Suryanarayana 2003). The term ‘undernourishment’ refers to intake of all the essential nutrients in quantity less than the normative minimum. The term ‘malnourishment’ implies inefficient allocation of nutrients due to wrong choice in diet or inefficient processing and use of food due to illness or poor hygiene. Some of the most important nutrients include carbohydrates, protein, fats and vitamins. The Basal Metabolic Rate (BMR) takes into account the percentage of fat, bold lean weight and water in the body and provides a measure of the efficiency of the body to burn calories, converting them into energy. However, the BMR calculation has been found problematic as there is serious overlapping of various components in intake. Moreover, the Indian population has not been found deficient with respect to protein and fat consumption (Minhas 1991 and Panikar 1980).  Perhaps, the consumption bundle which ensures minimum calorie intake would also ensure for minimum protein and fat. Therefore, the short-term measure of nutritional status, i.e. calorie intake has been looked into by many studies (e.g. Suryanarayana 2003, 1996). 
The nutritional status of adolescent girls across regions and districts is reported in Table 3.15.  The average calorie intake is compared with the given stipulated 2060 calorie requirement per day for adolescent girls. The district wise reporting of daily calorie intake is compared for each sample of AGs and counting is reported for undernourished and normal categories, with less than and greater or equal to the stipulated requirement. The results suggest a disproportionate number of AGs falling under the category of undernourished, about 88 per cent of AGs found undernourished in the total sample of 1530. This is consistently observed for all broad regions, reported as under.

Broad Regions


Number of AGs

Number of AGs





below 2060 average

above or equal to





calorie intake per day

2060 average calorie





(Undernourished cases) 
intake per day








(Normal cases)
Backward States I


604



76

Backward States II


329



11

Special Category States

154



16

Totally Backward States

261



79

Total Sample


           1348


           182

Table 3.15: Nutritional Status of Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	
	

	
	Average Daily intake (calories)
	Average 

Monthly

Family Income

(current income in Rs.) 
	Number of undernourished cases

(calorie intake  of less than 2060 per day)


	Number of normal cases
(calorie intake of more than or equal to 2060 per day)

	(1)
	(2)
	
	(3)
	(4)

	Backward States I*
	
	
	604
	76

	Uttar Pradesh
	
	
	156
	14

	Gorakhpur
	1604.5
	1000
	76
	9

	Raebareli
	1512.4
	200
	80
	5

	Madhya Pradesh
	
	
	163
	7

	Satna
	940.5
	680
	81
	4

	Mandla
	1127.3
	1200
	82
	3

	West Bengal
	
	
	123
	47

	Purulia
	1705.0
	80
	69
	16

	24 South Parganas
	2000.6
	396
	54
	31

	Jharkhand
	
	
	162
	8

	Lohardagga
	1177.8
	80
	85
	0

	Godda
	1455.3
	300
	77
	8

	Backward States II*
	
	
	329
	11

	Punjab
	
	
	85
	0

	Hoshiarpur
	1109.6
	50
	85
	0

	Rajasthan
	
	
	83
	2

	Dungarpur
	1349.5
	0
	83
	2

	Haryana
	
	
	84
	1

	Serisa
	1166.8
	200
	84
	1

	Chattisgarh
	
	
	77
	8

	Bilaspur
	1492.8
	450
	77
	8

	Special Category States
	
	
	154
	16

	Himachal Pradesh
	
	
	75
	10

	Chamba
	1521.7
	450
	75
	10

	Uttaranchal
	
	
	79
	6

	Tehri Garhwal
	1575.5
	1100
	79
	6

	Totally Backward States
	
	
	261
	79

	Bihar
	
	
	166
	4

	Kishanganj
	919.8
	170
	84
	1

	Supaul
	1484.3
	0
	82
	3

	Orissa
	
	
	95
	75

	Navrangpur
	1908.9
	395
	57
	28

	Bolanger
	2147.6
	400
	38
	47


           *Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

State wise picture is no less grim. Except for West Bengal, Himanchal Pradesh and Orissa all other states demonstrate as high a proportion as more than 90 per cent of AGs as undernourished. The ranking of states in this regards is provided below:


Rank

State


Percentage of total AGs 








sample found undernourished



1.

Punjab


100



2.

Haryana

  99



3.

Rajasthan

  98



3.

Bihar


  98



4. 

Madhya Pradesh
  96



5.

Jharkhand

  95



6.

Uttaranchal

  93



7.

Uttar Pradesh

  92



8.

Chattisgarh

  90



9.

Himanchal Pradesh
  88



10.

West Bengal

  72


11.

Orissa


  56

Undernourishment of adolescent girls seems to be universal phenomena in the poverty dominated regions of the country. The relative prosperity of states like Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan do not seem contributing to lessening the incidence of undernourishment among adolescent girls. This is clearly evidenced in the Scatter Plot III below, drawn to understand the relationship between average family monthly income and the percentage of AGs reported undernourished across districts under study. The plotting provides mixed evidence; the cluttering at the top of the plot on right hand side is almost equally poised as on the left hand side with a loop drawn down dividing the two. However, the slightly dense cluttering on the top left hand side suggests that poverty is the main reason of undernourishment in districts like Lohardagga, Kishanganj, Hoshiarpur, Dungarpur, Raebarelli, Serisa, Godda and Purulia. While districts such as Satna, Mandla, Tehri Garhwal and Gorakhpur, placed on the top right hand side of the plot, support the fact that undernourishment of adolescent girls is still prevailing despite high family income and thereby presumably consumption. They represent a case of sheer deprivation and discrimination in allocation of high nutrient food.      
Scatter Plot III: Relationship between Average Monthly Family Income and Percentage of Undernourished Adolescent Girls (AGs)


[image: image1]
The Body Mass Index (BMI) of AGs

Table 3.16 reports the Body Mass Index (BMI) of adolescent girls. BMI is yet another way of looking at the prevalence of underweight/overweight problem due to food and nutritional deficiencies or mal-allocation. The region wise picture suggests that 44.3 per cent out of a total sample of 1479 adolescent girls are underweight, excluding 41 overweight cases. District wise picture suggests that the problem of underweight among AGs is serious and all pervasive irrespective of income status of the family.   

Table 3.16 :  Body Mass Index (BMI)  of Adolescence girls

(Body Mass Index = Kg/M2, overweight – BMI > 25, Underweight < 18.5)

	Sample States and Districts
	

	
	Average BMI
	No. of Normal cases


	No. of Overweight cases
	No. of Under Weight cases



	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)

	Backward States I*
	
	459
	17
	194

	Uttar Pradesh
	
	95
	4
	71

	Gorakhpur
	20.1


	63
	3
	19

	Raebareli
	18.2


	32
	1
	52

	Madhya Pradesh
	
	107
	8
	55

	Satna
	20.0
	57
	5
	23

	Mandla
	19.5
	50
	3
	32

	West Bengal
	
	143
	2
	25

	Purulia
	20.5
	68
	2
	15

	24 South Parganas
	20.4
	75
	0
	10

	Jharkhand
	
	114
	3
	43

	Lohardagga
	20.2
	65
	2
	18

	Godda
	19.1
	49
	1
	35

	Backward States II*
	
	205
	19
	116

	Punjab
	
	46
	6
	33

	Hoshiarpur
	19.7
	46
	6
	33

	Rajasthan
	
	54
	2
	29

	Dungarpur
	21.9
	54
	2
	29

	Haryana
	
	38
	4
	43

	Serisa
	19.0
	38
	4
	43

	Chattisgarh
	
	67
	7
	11

	Bilaspur
	20.8
	67
	7
	11

	Special Category States
	
	102
	1
	67

	Himachal Pradesh
	
	49
	1
	35

	Chamba
	19.2
	49
	1
	35

	Uttaranchal
	
	53
	0
	32

	Tehri Garhwal
	19.0
	53
	0
	32

	Totally Backward States
	
	259
	4
	77

	Bihar
	
	118
	3
	49

	Kishanganj
	19.0
	59
	1
	25

	Supaul
	21.7
	59
	2
	24

	Orissa
	
	141
	1
	28

	Navrangpur
	19.9
	70
	0
	15

	Bolanger
	20.4
	71
	1
	13


           *Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

Consumption of Intoxicants

Consumption of intoxicants by AGs is yet another impediment in achieving high nutritional standard. The cases and reasons for taking one or more form of intoxicants are reported in Table 3.15. Very few AGs reported regular frequency of resorting to intoxicants (a total of only 3 respondents), however, many of them have experienced it one or more times (a total of 53 respondents). This is also reflected in AGs response on the reason for resorting to intoxication. It suggests that experimentation and friends encouragements are the two main reasons for them to consume intoxicants once or more. 

Table 3.17: Frequency of consuming one or more form of intoxicants by Adolescent Girls

	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of AGs reported to have consumed intoxicants of any type just once 
	Frequency of AGs reported to have consumed intoxicants of any type more than once
	Frequency of AGs reported to have consumed intoxicants of any type on regular basis
	Frequency of AGs reported to have consumed or have been consuming intoxicants by type…
	Frequency of AGs reporting the reasons for resorting to one or more type of intoxicants by type of reason…

	
	
	
	
	Tobacco/

Gutka
	Bidi/

Cigarette
	Drugs
	Alcohol
	A
	B
Boy/Girl/Close Relative
	C
	D
	E

	Backward States I*
Uttar Pradesh

	Gorakhpur
	07
	03
	00
	NA
	NA
	1
	NA
	08
	01
	01
	00
	00

	Raebareli
	02
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	02
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Madhya Pradesh

	Satna
	01
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Mandla
	00
	02
	03
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	01
	01
	03
	00
	00

	West Bengal

	Purulia
	00
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	24 South Parganas
	00
	01
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	01
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Jharkhand

	Lohardagga
	00
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Godda
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Backward States II*
Punjab

	Hoshiarpur
	00
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Rajasthan

	Dungarpur
	02
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	01
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Haryana

	Serisa
	00
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Chattisgarh

	Bilaspur
	00
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Special Category States

Himachal Pradesh

	Chamba
	14
	04
	00
	11
	NA
	NA
	NA
	12
	03
	01
	00
	00

	Uttaranchal

	Tehri Garhwal
	11
	03
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	12
	02
	00
	00
	00

	Totally Backward States

Bihar

	Kishanganj
	08
	05
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	07
	04
	00
	00
	00

	Supaul
	00
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Orissa

	Navrangpur
	00
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00

	Bolanger
	00
	00
	00
	NA
	NA
	NA
	NA
	00
	00
	00
	00
	00


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

A is Experimentation

B is Encouragement by friends

C is Habit taken from family members

D is Stress or Tension

E Any Other reasons
AGs Marriage 
The issues related to marriage and dowry of adolescent girls are quite complex and it is generally weaved around the socio-economic characteristics of the family. Though not many adolescent girls are found married in the total sample in question, Table 3.18 reports on the marital status and age at marriage of AGs. The age at marriage of AGs ranged from a minimum of 12 years reported in Godda district and a maximum of 20 years in Lohardagga district, both in Jharkhand state. 
	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of AGs reported married 
	Frequency of AGs reported unmarried
	AGs Average age at marriage

(yrs)
	AGs reported  minimum and maximum age at marriage

(yrs)
	Average age of AGs husband at marriage

(yrs)

	
	
	
	
	Min.
	Max
	

	Uttar Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gorakhpur
	0
	85
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Raebareli
	0
	84
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Madhya Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Satna
	8
	77
	17.2
	16
	18
	21.4

	Mandla
	3
	82
	17
	16
	18
	22.3

	West Bengal
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purulia
	2
	3
	17
	16
	18
	24.5

	24 South Parganas
	0
	85
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Jharkhand
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lohardagga
	0
	84
	19
	19
	20
	0

	Godda
	22
	63
	15.2
	12
	19
	21.2

	Punjab
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hoshiarpur
	0
	85
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Rajasthan
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dungarpur
	5
	80
	16
	15
	18
	19.8

	Haryana
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Serisa
	4
	81
	16.7
	16
	18
	19.8

	Chattisgarh
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bilaspur
	0
	85
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Himachal Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chamba
	5
	80
	15.5
	15
	16
	20

	Uttaranchal
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tehri Garhwal
	3
	82
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bihar
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kishanganj
	5
	80
	14.2
	13
	16
	22.8

	Supaul
	7
	78
	16.6
	14
	19
	21.4

	Orissa
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Navrangpur
	0
	85
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	0
	85
	0
	0
	0
	0


                             Table 3.18: Marital Status and Age at Marriage of Adolescent Girls
The average age of AGs husbands at the time of marriage has not be found disproportionately higher, reported to be on average in the range of 19 to 22 years. The average differential between AGs age at marriage and their husbands works out at 4.2 years. The reported average age of AGs at the time of marriage works out at 14.7 years which is definitely on lower side, indicating the fact that child marriage is a reality and it is still practiced in India. 

Marriage Decision and Dowry

The field evidence suggests that while marrying the adolescent girls are mostly conveyed the decision and they hardy refuse. The decision is rather ‘passed on’ / ‘made to reach’ to AGs through the over all ambience created in the family. Direct communication is hardly perceived. This has been reported as ‘being consulted’ on marriage by AGs. However, most AGs understand that they should be consulted on a crucial decision such as marriage. 

Reportedly, dowry is prevalent. It is demanded and paid.  Dowry demanded varied from a low of Rs.2000/- to a high of Rs.2.5 lacs, including cash payment and also in terms of goods and jewellery.  Marriage ‘on credit’ has also been reported where it is solemnized on the basis of promises. This involved complication of post-marriage chase for payment. Post-marriage harassment of parents has also been reported in few cases where the demanded dowry has been paid but the in-laws put up fresh demands subsequently. Such situations invariably led to anguish and acrimony resulting sometime into reporting to police. 
Table 3.19: AGs Marriage Decision and Dowry Profile

	Sample States and Districts
	Frequency of AGs reporting Yes to have a say in selection of life partner
	Frequency of AGs reporting No to have a say in selection of life partner
	Frequency of AGs who thought that girls should be consulted before deciding about their life partner because…
	Frequency of AGs awareness about dowry paid by their father at the time of marriage by type of response…
	Average amount of dowry (in Rs.) reported to have demanded by in-laws and paid by AGs father…
	Frequency of married AGs reported the cases of harassment by in-laws to father for non payment of sufficient dowry 
	Frequency of married AGs reported in-laws still making demand for some payment from father… 

	
	
	
	A
	B
	C
	Yes
	No
	Don’t Know
	Demanded
(cash and goods)
	Paid
(cash and goods)
	
	

	Uttar Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gorakhpur
	0
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Raebareli
	1
	0
	-
	-
	-
	1
	0
	0
	50,000
	50,000
	0
	0

	Madhya Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Satna
	7
	1
	0
	0
	1
	7
	0
	1
	42,750
	24,620
	0
	1

	Mandla
	1
	2
	0
	1
	1
	2
	0
	1
	1,00,000
	75,300
	1
	1

	West Bengal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purulia
	2
	0
	-
	-
	-
	2
	0
	0
	90,000
	65,000
	0
	0

	24 South Parganas
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Jharkhand
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lohardagga
	1
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	1
	--
	31,000
	0
	0

	Godda
	4
	8
	2
	0
	2
	7
	11
	4
	58,200
	41,333
	0
	0

	Punjab
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hoshiarpur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Rajasthan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dungarpur
	4
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	4
	1
	2,000
	--
	0
	0

	Haryana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Serisa
	4
	0
	-
	-
	-
	0
	0
	4
	2,50,000
	50,000
	2
	2

	Chattisgarh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bilaspur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Himachal Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chamba
	5
	0
	-
	-
	-
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tehri Garhwal
	1
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bihar
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kishanganj
	5
	0
	5
	0
	0
	1
	0
	4
	10,000
	10,000
	0
	0

	Supaul
	7
	0
	-
	-
	-
	5
	2
	0
	26,750
	13,000
	0
	2

	Orissa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Navrangpur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward
A:  It is she who has to spend her whole life with him.
B:  Like boys girls should also have right to chose their life partner. 
C:  If the life partner is of her choice then she is mentally prepared to have him as her husband and she cannot blame her parents for any misunderstanding.

Pregnancy and Child Care
The reporting on pregnancy and child birth is generally very low. Information on child born and surviving was somehow shared while that related to non-surviving birth was hardly revealed. Therefore, the picture which emerges out of the survey is extremely limited in scope and interpretation. A few districts such as Purulia, Lohardagga, Godda, Dungarpur, Supaul and Kishanganj reported on child birth and pregnancy (Table 3.20). The number of children born to adolescent girls, both surviving and non-surviving, among the reported districts have been 1-2, mostly born at father’s place. The delivery of the new born invariably took place in the general hospital or nursing home, while a couple of reporting of the delivery at home by untrained midwives has also been made. 
The reporting on the care taken by the family and AGs state of satisfaction is reported below. The reporting from the two districts suggests that family care during pregnancy and also after birth of the child is generally not satisfactory.
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Table 3.20: Number of children born to Adolescent Girls and their place of birth

	Sample States and Districts
	Average number of children born to married AGs 
	Average number of surviving children born to married AGs
	Average length of life (in months) of non-surviving children born to AGs…
	Average number of children born to AGs at father’s place by type of attention/service among born and children…
	Average number of children born to AGs at In-laws place by type of attention/service among born children …

	
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female
	GH
	NH
	MW
	UMW
	GH
	NH
	MW
	UMW

	Uttar Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gorakhpur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Raebareli
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Madhya Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Satna
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Mandla
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	West Bengal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Purulia
	01
	01
	01
	01
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	24 South Parganas
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Jharkhand
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lohardagga
	0
	1.0
	0
	1.0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	01
	0

	Godda
	1.3
	1.0
	1.3
	1.0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	10
	01
	0
	0
	3

	Punjab
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hoshiarpur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Rajasthan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dungarpur
	2
	0
	2.0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Haryana
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Serisa
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Chattisgarh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bilaspur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Himachal Pradesh
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chamba
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Uttaranchal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tehri Garhwal
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bihar
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kishanganj
	0
	01
	0
	1.0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	Supaul
	1.5
	0
	1.5
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Orissa
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Navrangpur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Bolanger
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


*Backward States I are those above average backward concentration and II are those below average backward

GH is that the baby was born in a general hospital.

NH is that the baby was born in a nursing home.

MW is that the baby was born by trained mid-wife at home.

UMW is that the baby was born by untrained mid-wife in the village.
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