Preface
The study taken up by the Centre for Social Audit & Research (CSAR), the ASEED team on comparative analysis study of SHG performed in the Northern Region has set a milestone in the movement of SHG formation initiated by several support institutions, particularly under the patronage of NABARD and SGSY, Ministry of Rural Development Government of India. Ground realities of such programmes have drawn attention for quite some time due to its inadequate institutional efficacy and delivery mechanism. District level institutional machinery have not learnt from their failure nor they seem to be willing to acquire competencies to streamline the community banking programme of the country that is driven to address the needs for the poorest of the poor.  It is in this context that many private micro finance institutes have begun strong advocacy to offer comprehensive package of saving deposits and credit support to the poor as a viable alternative and strong competition to formal banking system.  The Government of India initiatives particularly in the selected North Indian State have not made desired impact due to their low institutional sensitivity, inadequate follow-up mechanism with high target orientation and low - quality outcome.

It is evident from the comparative analysis that NABARD’s supportive approach has made significant impact compared to SGSY scheme. However, there are several gaps that need to be plugged and addressed in order to have a strategic plan of action.  The realization has eventually driven up on the policy thriller that the operating system towards poverty alleviation programme has to be geared with utmost sincerely and a higher sense of purpose to optimize appropriate use of tax savers’ money and national resource for the cause of development goal.

We feel that the team had underestimated the volume of work while conceptualizing the idea. Therefore, it took more field days & time than estimated.  The team deserves special appreciation, particularly to Dr. B. P. Sinha, Dr. C. K. Ambastha, Mr. Atul Shekhar, Sajjad Hussain and Nikhilesh Mohanty that had hard time to complete the work in the stipulated period, in view of inadequate cooperation from different stakeholders to fill up the missing links. Indeed, we are grateful to the Planning Commission for their considerate gesture in accommodating our request for extended time frame. The final report has been completed for your perusal.
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