CHAPTER-II

GEO-IDENTITY, DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE AND

RESOURCE BASE OF THE STUDY BLOCKS

LOCATION

The present study is a comparative study of two border development blocks, viz. Ganganagar development block in western sector along the Pakistan border in district Sri Ganganagar, Rajasthan and the development block Habibpur in eastern sector along the Bangladesh border in district Malda, West Bengal.

The development block Ganganagar is located in the north-western part of the district Sri Ganganagar in the Rajasthan state. Geographically, border development block Ganganagar extends between 29(46 N to 30(06 N latitudes and 73( 43 E to 73( 58 E longitudes encompassing an area of 965.67 sq. kms. The block alone covers 8.65% area of the entire district of Sri Ganganagar. The block is bounded by the international boundary with Pakistan on the north, inter-state boundary with Punjab and along with development block Sadulsahar of the same district on east, development block Padampur in south, and development block Karanpur of the same district in west. The block is stretching 56 kms north to south and 28 kms east to west, approximately. The international border of the Ganganagar development block is 32 kms. 

The development block Ganganagar has 273 villages, out of which 241 (88.28%) are inhabited and rest 32 (11.72%) are uninhabited. The entire block has been divided into 46 Gram Panchayats. The city of Sri Ganganagar is located in the heart of the block (Fig 2.1).

Secondly, the border development block Habibpur along the Bangladesh border has been identified for the present study due to its unique location (surrounded by Bangladesh on three sides) in the eastern most part of the district Malda, West Bengal. Geographically, border development block Habibpur extends between 24( 52 N to 25( 09 N latitudes and 88( 14 E to 88( 28 E longitudes, encompassing an area of 397.10sq kms. The block alone covers 10.64% area of the entire Malda district. This block is bounded by the international boundary with Bangladesh on the east, south and south-west, development block Malda (old) in west, development block 

Name of Villages of Development Block Ganganagar, District Sri Ganganagar, Rajasthan

	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village
	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village
	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village

	1
	1
	9 H
	45
	45
	500 L N P
	89
	89
	10 F

	2
	2
	8 H
	46
	46
	1 E
	90
	90
	11 Q

	*3
	3
	7 H
	47
	47
	2 E
	91
	91
	12 Q

	4
	4
	6 H
	48
	48
	4 E
	92
	92
	14 Q

	*5
	5
	1 Q
	49
	49
	1 F
	93
	93
	13 Q

	6
	6
	5 H
	50
	50
	2 F
	94
	94
	16 F

	7
	7
	4 H
	51
	51
	1 G
	95
	95
	13 F

	8
	8
	2 H
	*52
	52
	2 J
	96
	96
	12 F

	*9
	9
	8 D
	53
	53
	1 J
	97
	97
	11 AF

	10
	10
	7 D
	54
	54
	1 H
	98
	98
	11 F

	*11
	11
	8 C
	55
	55
	3 H
	99
	99
	1 K

	*12
	12
	7 C II
	56
	56
	2 P
	100
	100
	2 K

	13
	13
	7 C I
	*57
	57
	3 P
	*101
	101
	10Y

	14
	14
	7 B
	58
	58
	2 Q
	102
	102
	8 Y

	15
	15
	3 A
	*59
	59
	4 Q
	103
	103
	7 Y

	16
	16
	4 A
	60
	60
	3 Q
	104
	104
	5 Y

	17
	17
	1 A
	61
	61
	8 Q
	105
	105
	3 Y

	18
	18
	2 A
	62
	62
	10 Q
	106
	106
	1 Y

	*19
	19
	Sharkaj Nahar Khakho
	*63
	63
	10 Q-A
	107
	107
	1 d

	*20
	20
	Sharkaj Nahar Kotha
	64
	64
	9 Q
	108
	108
	3 d

	21
	21
	1 B
	*65
	65
	7 Q
	109
	112
	4 d

	22
	22
	2 B
	66
	66
	6 Q
	110
	113
	2 d

	23
	23
	8 B 
	*67
	67
	5 Q
	111
	114
	2 Z

	24
	24
	6 B
	68
	68
	7 F
	112
	115
	1 Z

	25
	25
	5 B
	69
	69
	4 P
	113
	116
	4 Z

	26
	26
	4 B
	70
	70
	5 P
	114
	117
	2 b

	27
	27
	3 B
	71
	71
	1 P
	*115
	118
	4 b

	28
	28
	Sharkaj Nahar Pakki
	72
	72
	3 F
	116
	119
	5 b

	29
	29
	2 C
	73
	73
	4 F
	117
	120
	3 K

	30
	30
	3 C
	74
	74
	3 J
	118
	121
	5 K

	*31
	31
	5 C
	75
	75
	4 J
	119
	122
	4 K

	*32
	32
	6 C
	76
	76
	2 G
	120
	123
	14 F

	33
	33
	4 C
	77
	77
	3 G
	121
	124
	14 AF

	34
	34
	1 C
	78
	78
	4 G
	122
	125
	15 FI

	35
	35
	Sharkaj Nahar Baliwala
	79
	79
	Amda Raqba Gumjal
	123
	126
	15 FII

	36
	36
	1 D
	80
	80
	2 Y
	124
	127
	17 F

	37
	37
	4 D
	81
	81
	4 Y
	125
	128
	18 F

	38
	38
	5 D
	82
	82
	6 Y
	126
	129
	3 L

	39
	39
	6 D
	83
	83
	9 Y
	127
	130
	2 L

	*40
	40
	3 E II
	84
	84
	5 F
	*128
	131
	1 L

	*41
	41
	3 E I
	85
	85
	6 F
	129
	132
	4 C

	42
	42
	3 D
	86
	86
	11 Y
	130
	133
	3 C

	43
	43
	2 D
	87
	87
	8 F
	131
	134
	2 C

	44
	44
	Sharkaj Nahar Orki
	*88
	88
	9 F
	132
	135
	11 Z

contd----

	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village
	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village
	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village

	133
	136
	3 b
	180
	186
	7 e
	227
	233
	2 HH I

	134
	137
	9 Z
	181
	187
	5 e
	228
	234
	2 HH II

	135
	138
	7 Z
	182
	188
	2 ML
	229
	235
	18 ML

	136
	139
	1 b 
	183
	189
	3 ML
	230
	236
	13 LNP II

	137
	140
	6 Z
	184
	190
	17 ML
	231
	237
	14 LNP

	138
	141
	5 Z
	185
	191
	16 ML
	232
	238
	501 LNP

	139
	142
	3 Z
	186
	192
	11 LNP
	233
	240
	22 LNP

	140
	143
	1 e
	187
	193
	12 LNP
	234
	241
	19 ML

	141
	146
	8 LNP
	188
	194
	Shyamsinghwala
	235
	242
	1 HH

	142
	147
	10 LNP
	*189
	195
	Patti Kheeyan I
	236
	243
	3 HH

	143
	148
	9 LNP
	190
	196
	Patti Kheeyan II
	237
	244
	13 HH

	144
	149
	7 LNP
	*191
	197
	13 MLP I
	238
	254
	2 LL

	145
	151
	6 LNP
	192
	198
	5 ML
	239
	246
	1 LL

	146
	152
	15 ML
	193
	199
	2 f
	240
	247
	21 GG

	147
	153
	4 e
	194
	200
	4f
	241
	248
	22 GG

	148
	154
	2 e
	195
	201
	2 g I
	242
	249
	23 GG

	149
	155
	3 e
	196
	202
	2 g II
	243
	250
	24 GG

	150
	156
	6 e
	197
	203
	3g
	244
	251
	25 GG

	151
	157
	1 a
	198
	204
	7 a II
	245
	252
	26 GG

	152
	158
	3 a
	199
	205
	7 a I
	246
	253
	27 GG

	153
	159
	6 ZA
	200
	206
	9 a
	247
	254
	28 GG

	154
	160
	8 Z
	201
	207
	10 a
	248
	255
	29 GG

	155
	161
	10 Z
	202
	208
	1 h
	249
	256
	16 g

	156
	162
	12 Z
	203
	209
	3 h
	250
	257
	15 g

	157
	163
	13 Z
	204
	210
	4 h
	251
	258
	36 GG II

	158
	164
	1 C
	*205
	211
	5 h
	252
	259
	36 GG I

	159
	165
	16 Z
	206
	212
	6 h
	253
	260
	34 GG

	160
	166
	18 Z
	207
	213
	14 g
	254
	261
	30 GG

	161
	167
	5 C
	208
	214
	13 g
	255
	262
	10 LL

	162
	168
	19 Z
	209
	215
	12 g
	256
	263
	32 GG

	163
	169
	21 Z
	210
	216
	11 g
	257
	264
	31 GG

	164
	170
	23 Z
	211
	217
	10 g
	*258
	265
	11 LL

	165
	171
	24 Z
	212
	218
	9 g
	*259
	266
	12 LL

	166
	172
	3 M
	213
	219
	2 h II
	260
	267
	8 LL

	*167
	173
	25 Z
	*214
	220
	2 h 
	261
	268
	9 LL

	168
	174
	22 Z
	215
	221
	8 g I
	262
	269
	3 LL

	169
	175
	20 Z
	216
	222
	8 g II 
	263
	270
	5 LL

	170
	176
	17 Z
	217
	223
	7 g 
	264
	271
	7 LL

	171
	177
	15 Z
	218
	224
	6 g II
	*265
	272
	6 LL

	172
	178
	14 Z
	219
	225
	6 g I
	266
	273
	4 LL

	173
	179
	8 a
	220
	226
	5 g
	267
	274
	7 HH

	174
	180
	6 a
	221
	227
	4 g
	*268
	275
	5 HH

	175
	181
	5 a
	222
	228
	20 GG
	269
	276
	6 HH

	176
	182
	4 a
	223
	229
	19 GG
	270
	277
	4 HH

	177
	183
	3 f
	224
	230
	18 GG
	271
	278
	7 ML

	178
	184
	1 f
	*225
	231
	17 GG
	272
	279
	6 ML

	179
	185
	4 ML
	226
	232
	1 g
	273
	295
	8 ML


 *Un-inhabited village.

Name of the Villages of  Development Block Habibpur, District Malda, West Bengal

	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village
	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village
	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village

	1
	1
	Dolachhola
	50
	50
	Bijail
	*99
	99
	Walis Nagar

	*2
	2
	Pathardighali
	51
	51
	Pannapur
	100
	100
	Gopalpur

	*3
	3
	Pathar Chapri
	52
	52
	Chakli
	101
	101
	Kathal Banpur

	4
	4
	Pathar Khairan
	*53
	53
	Bilpan Bhenda
	102
	102
	Haripur

	5
	5
	Pathar Mandala
	54
	54
	Dalla
	103
	103
	Rampur

	*6
	6
	Dolmari Dighali
	*55
	55
	Pathardhardenda
	104
	104
	Dhananjaya

	*7
	7
	Pathar Basuli
	56
	56
	Pathat Jugi
	105
	105
	Jiakandar

	*8
	8
	Pather  Sishu Danga 
	57
	57
	Aragachhi
	106
	106
	Hari Nathpur

	9
	9
	Sisdanga
	*58
	58
	Pathar Islampur
	107
	107
	Jaydebpur

	*10
	10
	Pathar  Phul Bana 
	*59
	59
	Angarpota
	108
	108
	Kotalpur

	11
	11
	Nakail
	*60
	60
	Telnai
	*109
	109
	Madasi Danga

	12
	12
	Sundarban 
	*61
	61
	Purba Basudebpur 
	*110
	110
	Kaighana

	13
	13
	Mangal Pura 
	*62
	62
	Kadari Para
	*111
	111
	Nayandob

	14
	14
	Pindal
	*63
	63
	Sital Kursi
	*112
	112
	Bharila

	15
	15
	Pasuli 
	*64
	64
	Poali
	*113
	113
	Bhola Baona

	16
	16
	Sarbadikpur
	*65
	65
	Pathar Dojai
	*114
	114
	Pathar Kandi

	17
	17
	Rajdol
	*66
	66
	Bali Simla
	*115
	115
	Nan Chora

	18
	18
	Rangamati
	*67
	67
	Sasinda
	*116
	116
	Kanchana

	19
	19
	Khochakandar
	*68
	68
	Pathar Nandagar
	*117
	117
	Dighal Kandi

	20
	20
	Kalna
	*69
	69
	Pather Harischandrapur
	118
	118
	Suchal Mahamadpur

	21
	21
	Jamalpur
	70
	70
	Kuchiamor
	119
	119
	Adampur

	22
	22
	Hogla
	71
	71
	Pathar Nandagar
	*120
	120
	Aliarpur

	23
	23
	Champadighi
	72
	72
	Pathar Sasuli
	*121
	121
	Dabur

	24
	24
	Jatarpur
	73
	73
	Jagajiban pur
	*122
	122
	Pathar Mirzabad

	25
	25
	Karanja
	74
	74
	Dharenda
	123
	123
	Sundarpur

	26
	26
	Hazipur
	75
	75
	Bankail Bishnupur
	124
	124
	Mirzabad

	27
	27
	Rahutara
	76
	76
	Bankail
	*125
	125
	Pathar Chapar

	28
	28
	Rajarampur
	77
	77
	Tulshi Danga
	126
	126
	Jotkabir

	29
	29
	Chatra
	78
	78
	Palas Danga
	127
	127
	Chapardanga

	30
	30
	Khujipur
	79
	79
	Bahadurpur
	128
	128
	Chandihar

	31
	31
	Lalpur Bodra
	80
	80
	Kismat Nang Bahara
	129
	129
	Bade Chandihar

	32
	32
	Kharibari
	81
	81
	Nan Bahara
	130
	130
	Kayara

	33
	33
	Aihodanga
	82
	82
	Basantapur
	131
	131
	Khanpur 

	34
	34
	Kiol 
	83
	83
	Harischandrapur
	*132
	132
	Pathar Subami

	35
	35
	Baidyapur
	84
	84
	Agra
	133
	133
	Jot Balaram

	36
	36
	Charaigola
	85
	85
	Bhabanipur
	134
	134
	Singa Bad

	37
	37
	Paralia
	86
	86
	Bhairabpur
	*135
	135
	Pathar Tilasan

	38
	38
	Kendudanga
	87
	87
	Bishnupur
	*136
	136
	Jot Jitan

	*39
	39
	Kathra naopara
	88
	88
	Uttar Brindaban Bati
	*137
	137
	Pathar Kasinath pur

	40
	40
	Jamir Pukur
	89
	89
	Bhabuk
	*138
	138
	Pathar Parlia

	41
	41
	Narsingbati
	*90
	90
	Jiapur
	139
	139
	Parulia Buzruk

	42
	42
	Perapur
	91
	91
	Kismatdaupur
	140
	140
	Rampukuria

	43
	43
	Tapsahar
	92
	92
	Daudpur
	141
	141
	Binakali

	44
	44
	Binodpur
	93
	93
	Manikora
	142
	142
	Dadpur

	45
	45
	Kalmegha
	94
	94
	Jaypur
	143
	143
	Buzruk Khanpur

	46
	46
	Jahanabad
	95
	95
	Lonsa
	144
	144
	Gazia Kandar

	47
	47
	Nimnail
	96
	96
	Chakusukur
	145
	145
	Uttar Kharika Danga

	48
	48
	Pirgachhi
	97
	97
	Nimbari
	146
	146
	Kadipur

	49
	49
	Hiyatpur
	98
	98
	Jajail
	147
	147
	Neamatpur


	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village
	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village
	S. No
	Code No
	Name of the Village

	148
	148
	Gandharbapur
	196
	196
	Laibari
	244
	244
	Chanchai Chandi

	149
	149
	Aharali
	197
	197
	Betpukuria
	245
	245
	Upar Kendua

	150
	150
	Kashipahara
	198
	198
	Mistarpara
	246
	246
	Baksi Nagar

	151
	151
	Chhailimpur
	199
	199
	Ranahat
	247
	247
	Aiho

	152
	152
	Barail
	*200
	200
	Debandra Purendra
	248
	248
	Jadab Nagar

	153
	153
	Paschim Basudeb Pur
	201
	201
	Saidpur
	249
	249
	Rishi Pur

	154
	154
	Jotalam
	202
	202
	Pathar Amarpur
	250
	250
	Gauramari

	155
	155
	Kanturka
	203
	203
	Amarpur
	251
	251
	Dakshin Chandpur

	156
	156
	Chhuchail
	204
	204
	Khatia Kana
	252
	252
	Anantapur

	157
	157
	Harail
	205
	205
	Sahapur
	*253
	253
	Mahal Baldi

	158
	158
	Murripur
	206
	206
	Kasi Danga
	254
	254
	Sri Krishna pur

	159
	159
	Gobindapur
	207
	207
	Mohanpur Inlis
	*255
	255
	Pathar Srikrishanapur

	160
	160
	Mirzapur
	208
	208
	Dolmalpur
	*256
	256
	Chamar Gol

	161
	161
	Mandighi
	209
	209
	Dahar Langi
	257
	257
	Janak Bathi

	162
	162
	Raghabpur Gujia
	210
	210
	Sola Dana
	*258
	258
	Pathar Niabati

	163
	163
	Singra
	211
	211
	Kachu Pukur
	*259
	259
	Jagadispur

	164
	164
	Sukni Kandar
	212
	212
	Bul Bul Chandi
	260
	260
	Jotmanirane

	165
	165
	Lakshmipur
	213
	213
	Kendua
	261
	261
	Krishnapur

	166
	166
	Sankail
	214
	214
	Manoharpur
	262
	262
	Sital Pur

	167
	167
	Bodrail
	215
	215
	Darajpur
	*263
	263
	Pathar Bhikan

	168
	168
	Hurabari
	216
	216
	Tal Pukur
	*264
	264
	Dahshin Kharikadanga

	169
	169
	Nirail
	217
	217
	Tali Pukur
	265
	265
	Tilasan

	170
	170
	Gopal Nagar
	218
	218
	Dhala Kandar
	*266
	266
	Pathar Mahadebbati

	171
	171
	Begun Bari
	219
	219
	Anali 
	267
	267
	Pathar Banpur

	172
	172
	Nityanandapur
	220
	220
	Hapania
	268
	268
	Jotkandarparapur

	173
	173
	Jor Danga Inlis
	221
	221
	Lota Bhanga
	*269
	269
	Pathar  Domaichand

	174
	174
	Gurila
	222
	222
	Phul Ban
	*270
	270
	Pattar Bhabsa

	175
	175
	Chak Dagari
	223
	223
	Akal Pur
	271
	271
	Uttar Chandpur

	176
	176
	Nakharia
	224
	224
	Sada Pur
	272
	272
	Banpur

	177
	177
	Oltara
	*225
	225
	Jot Gokul
	273
	273
	Komar Pur

	178
	178
	Pathar Oltara
	226
	226
	Panch Pukuria
	274
	274
	Nasratpur

	179
	179
	Pathar Lai Bari
	227
	227
	Santail
	275
	275
	Sriampur

	180
	180
	Banchhair
	228
	228
	Fakira Kandar
	276
	276
	Maanagar

	181
	181
	Haito
	229
	229
	Karanja Bari
	277
	277
	Asraf Pur

	*182
	182
	Pathar  Haito
	230
	230
	Sripur
	278
	278
	Nij Hosenpur

	183
	183
	Haito Inlis
	231
	231
	Chakkatla Pukur
	279
	279
	Nabaghar

	184
	184
	Olatur
	232
	232
	Tekura
	280
	280
	Parulia Hossenpur

	185
	185
	Tambutana
	233
	233
	Pakuria
	*281
	281
	Jot Sriari

	186
	186
	Sakandara
	234
	234
	Sibpur
	282
	282
	Eklaspur

	187
	187
	Lakshmi Tor
	235
	235
	Pipratola
	283
	283
	Pirozabad

	188
	188
	Jodanga
	236
	236
	Dhumpur
	284
	284
	Jagannathpur

	189
	189
	Tajpur Inlis
	237
	237
	Guhi Nagar
	285
	285
	Tegharia

	190
	190
	Habibpur
	238
	238
	Baijpur
	286
	286
	Dakshin Brindabanbati

	191
	191
	Hialapur
	239
	239
	Sanko Para
	287
	287
	Khasharipur

	192
	192
	Chakma Mahabat
	240
	240
	Nimatpur
	288
	288
	Dhaka Pathar

	193
	193
	Koka Bimi
	241
	241
	Bakna
	*289
	289
	Pathar Nachhratpur

	194
	194
	Kalpechi
	242
	242
	Horgao
	*290
	290
	Masai Chak

	195
	195
	Mastarpara
	243
	243
	Damdama
	*291
	291
	Ananda Pathar


        *Un-Inhabited village.
Gajole and Bamangola in the north. The block is stretching 24 kms north to south and 22 kms east to west, approximately (fig-2.2). Politically, development block Habibpur is a reserved assembly constituency for the scheduled tribes and a portion of the block is attached with Malda assembly constituency reserved for the scheduled castes. The international border of the Habibpur development block is 82 kms. The development block Habibpur has total 291 villages, out of which 233 (80.07%) are inhabited and rest 58 (19.93%) are uninhabited. The entire block has been divided into 11 Gram Panchayats. There are two rurban centers viz. Aiho and Bulbulchandi in the block.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Ganganagar is named after Maharaja Ganga Singh, the ruler of former Bikaner State, whose continuous efforts resulted in the advent of Gang Canal in this thirsty and arid land of the district. The region must have been inhabited by the ancient people of Vedic and Indus Valley civilization period. Prithvi Raj III (C-1178-92 A.D.), one of the most powerful rulers among the Chauhanas has ruled the region during the medieval period. He might had had included the territory of the erstwhile Bikanar State, where a few inscriptions of the 12th Century have been preserved slabs in some of the Cenotaphs. The territory now known as district Sri Ganganagar, used to be a part of the former Bikaner State. The erstwhile Bikaner State merged into the United States of Greater Rajasthan and the area of the Ganganagar Nizamat along with the other parts of the erstwhile Bikaner State become a part of the new State of Rajasthan.

Historically, development block Habibpur is a part of the Pundravardhana. It is difficult to trace the history of the block during the years intervening between the death of Sasanka and the rise of Gopala. The district of Malda itself came into existence under the British only in 1813, although the East India Company obtained the Diwani of the Subah of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa from Emperor Shah Alam in 1765. The district of Maldah as it exists today came into existence as a result of a notification issued by the Government in September, 1947. A slight modification was made in the award of Sir Radcliffe was made at one point by the Bagga Tribunal in 1950.

PHYSIOGRAPHY

Ganganagar development block falls under the north east division of the Rajasthan State beyond the Aravalli range. The absolute height of the block varies between 168 to 227 meters above  mean sea level. Basically, area is plane without any significant mound of sand dunes. Though, the region one time formed a part of the Great Indian Desert of Thar, but thanks to the advent of the 

Gang Canal and introduction of other irrigation facilities, most of the portion of the block has been reclaimed for intensive farming. Consequently, Ganganagar today bears the proud title of being the granary of Rajasthan. The slope of the block is from east to west and its drainage is provided in the bed of the old Ghaggar River now locally known as Nali. The region was under sea during the Jurassic, Cretaceous and Eocene age and began to get dried up gradually after the Pleistocene - the last glacial period. Occurrences of Jurassic rocks consisting of limestone and shale are found in the block. No perennial river exists in the block. However, there are small ponds scattered in the block, which get dried up in the winter and summer seasons.

Contrary to Ganganagar development block, the physiography of Habibpur development block is quite undulating. The area over which development block Habibpur lies is called barind. The characteristic feature of the barind is the relatively high land of the red clay soil of the old alluvium. There are no hills in the block, unless a few elevated tracts and sloppy terraces. Parts of these high lands have an elevation ranging from 15 to 31 meters above the level of the Ganges, and being frequently intersected by deep water channels, simulate the appearance of small hills. Apart from these undulations the country is a low-lying plain covered with a succession of village sites with their adjacent fields and swampy tracts. The block slopes generally from the north to south. The highest elevation of the district above mean sea-level is little over 38 meters. The slope is gradual as is proved by the meandering course taken by the river Tangan and Mahananda on its borders in west.                                                    

Though, there is no big river in the block, however, river Tangan makes the boundary of the block on western side between Habibpur and old Malda. A branch of it locally known as the Chuna Khali Khal, which takes off from the main river off the mauza of Pather Haito and after traversing a few kilometers through the old Malda, rejoins the main stream in development block Habibpur, a little above the Bulbulchandi ferry. Floods in this river are associated with the flood in the Mahananda. The southern and eastern parts of the block have low marshy lands, which get flooded during monsoon season.

The barind region is formed by the older alluvium (Pleistocene). The Pleistocene deposits can be readily distinguished from the recent alluvium. They generally stand above monsoonal floods and are drained by relatively few streams, which have developed distinctive meandering courses. They consist of well-oxidised massive argillaceous beds typically reddish brown or tan and mottled and sometimes weathering yellowish. Kankar and pisolitic ferruginous concretions are plentifully distributed throughout this formation. The aquifer test conducted at Nityanandpur showed rather poor water yield in the block.

CLIMATE

Both the study blocks are located in the different climatic conditions. The climate of the development block Ganganagar is marked with large variations of temperature, extreme dryness and scanty rainfall, which are characteristic of a desert climate. The cold season from November to March is followed by summer from April to June. The period from July to mid-September constituted the south-west monsoon, while mid-September to October is the transitional post-monsoon period. The annual rainfall in the block is recorded 254 mm. Maximum rainfall is recorded in the month of October, which is 22.83% of the total annual rainfall. The maximum temperature is recorded 46.6(C in the month of May, 1999. The lowest temperature is observed 2.3(C in the month of January in the same year. (Fig. 2.3)

Contrary to development block Ganganagar, the climate of the development block Habibpur is characterized by a hot and oppressive summer season, plentiful rain and moisture in the air throughout the year. The year may be divided into four seasons. The cold season starts by about the middle of November and continues till the end of February. The period from March to May is the hot season. 

Table-2.1: A Comparative Study of Climatic Conditions of the Ganganagar and Habibpur Development Blocks 

	Month
	Development Block Ganga Nagar
	Development Block Habibpur

	
	Rainfall in cm.
	Max. Temp. (C
	Min. Temp. (C
	Av. Temp. (C
	Rain-fall in cm.
	Max. Temp. (C
	Min. Temp. (C
	Av. Temp. (C

	January
	0.3
	18
	2.3
	7.8
	0
	29
	9
	18.5

	February
	0
	25
	6
	15.5
	0
	34
	11
	24

	March
	0
	32
	9
	20.5
	0
	38
	16
	28.5

	April
	0
	39
	12
	25.5
	1.3
	42
	22
	31.5

	May
	0
	46.6
	16.0
	31.3
	13.0
	40
	22
	29.5

	June
	0.5
	44
	21
	32.5
	33.2
	41
	20
	30.5

	July
	4.5
	41
	26
	33.5
	43.2
	35
	24
	29.5

	August
	5.1
	39
	20
	29.5
	44.2
	36
	22
	29

	September
	5.2
	36
	20
	28
	63.1
	35
	23
	29

	October
	5.8
	32
	15
	23.5
	15.7
	35
	22
	28.5

	November
	2.5
	27
	5
	16
	0.4
	33
	16
	24.5

	December
	1.5
	21
	4
	12.5
	0
	30
	11
	21.5

	Total
	25.4
	--
	--
	25.9
	214.1
	--
	--
	27.04


   Source: Meteorological Department (Govt. of India), Ganganagar & Malda. 
The south-west monsoon season commences by about the first week of June and continues till the end of September. October and the first half of November constitutes the post-monsoon season. The annual rainfall in the block is recorded 2141 mm. Maximum rainfall is recorded in the month of September (631mm), which is 29.47% of the total annual rainfall. The maximum temperature is recorded 42(C in the month of April, 1999 and the lowest temperature is observed 9(C in the month of January in the same year (Table 2.1). 

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE

According to the census of 1991, the total population of the Ganganagar block is 324766 (this includes the urban population of Sri Ganganagar city, which is 162371 persons), whereas total population of the Habibpur development block is 168538 persons. 

Table-2.2: Demographic Characteristics of the Study Blocks

	Characteristics
	 Ganganagar Block 
	 Habibpur Block

	Total Population
	324766
	168538

	Density of Population (Per Hect)
	3.79
	4.29

	Decadal Population Growth 
	45.62
	29.67

	Total Male
	185441
	85796

	Total Female
	139325
	82599

	Sex Ratio
	858
	965

	Total S.C. Population
	109966
	78478

	S.C. concentration (%)
	33.86%
	46.56

	Total S.C. Male
	61471
	40234

	Total S.C. Female
	48495
	38244

	S.C. Sex Ratio
	882
	998

	Total S.T. Population
	344
	52522

	S.T. Concentration (%)
	0.11
	31.16

	Total S.T. Male
	173
	25940

	Total S.T. Female
	171
	26582

	S.T. Sex Ratio
	998
	1012

	Total (Rural) Population 
	162395
	168535

	Total Rural Male
	87416
	85796

	Total Rural Female
	74979
	82599

	Total Urban Population 
	162371
	0

	Total Male Urban
	98025
	0

	Total Female Urban
	64346
	0


Source: Census 1991.

There is no urban population in the development block Habibpur. There is 45.62% decadal population growth in the Ganganagar block, while it is only 29.67% in the Habibpur development block. Fig 2.4 shows the village wise population concentration in both blocks. The reason of higher population growth in the Ganganagar block is inward migration due to better opportunities 

of development, while in Habibpur development block, the opportunities of employment and development are limited and no inward migration has taken place. It is observed that 13 villages in the Ganganagar block and 27 villages in the Habibpur development block, fall under the category of villages having population more than 1000 people. Table-2.3 exhibits the comparative figure of population concentration of the study blocks.

Table-2.3: Population Concentration in the Study Blocks

	Study Block
	Number of the villages in each category of Population
	

	
	Above-1000
	750-1000
	500-750
	250-500
	Below 250
	Un-inhabited 
	Total

	Ganganagar
	13
	6
	15
	41
	166
	32
	273

	Habibpur
	27
	8
	67
	104
	28
	58
	292


The density of population is an indicator of showing pressure of population on land and value of the land return. The fig-2.5 exhibits a comparative picture of the population density in both blocks. There are 13 villages of the Ganganagar block and 27 villages of the Habibpur block have a population density more than 8 persons per hectare.

Table-2.4 depicts the comparative status of density in both study blocks. The average density of population is reported 3.97 persons per hectare in the development block Ganganagar, while it is higher (4.29 person per hectare) in the Habibpur development block.

Table-2.4: Regional Variations of the Population Density in the Study Blocks   

	Study Block
	Number of villages in each category (density person/hect.)
	

	
	Above-8
	6-8
	4-6
	2-6
	Below
	un-Inhabited
	Total

	Ganganagar
	13
	6
	15
	41
	166
	32
	273

	Habibpur
	27
	8
	67
	104
	28
	58
	292


The sex-ratio of the Ganganagar development block is far below the national sex ratio. This is reported 858 female per 1000 male in 1991. On the contrary, in the Ganganagar block, the sex-ratio is significantly higher in the Habibpur block as it is observed 965 female per 1000 male in the same year.

Development block Habibpur is a predominantly a tribal block, having scheduled tribe population 31.16%, mostly Santhal. Moreover, Habibpur block has also very high concentration of scheduled castes (46.56%) population. Contrary to this there is insignificant number of scheduled tribes population in the Ganganagar block. However, the concentration of scheduled castes population is very high (33.86%), being more than double of the national average. The sex ratio among the scheduled tribes of the Habibpur block is 1012 females per 1000 male, which is in 

favour of female. This is because of equal status of male and female in the tribal society. The sex ratio among scheduled castes of the Habibpur block is 998 female per 1000 male, while it is only 882 female per 1000 male among the scheduled castes of the Ganganagar development block. Figure-2.6 shows the scheduled castes concentration in both study blocks. Number of villages in each concentration category is given in Table –2.5.

Table-2.5: Concentration Pattern of Scheduled Castes Population in the Study Blocks

	Study Block
	Number of villages in each category (% of S.C.)
	

	
	Above 45
	30-45
	15-30
	Below 15
	No. SC
	Un-inhabited
	Total

	Ganganagar
	70
	60
	46
	39
	26
	32
	273

	Habibpur
	98
	36
	25
	39
	36
	58
	292


Further, figure-2.7 reflects the concentration pattern of scheduled tribes in both study blocks. Number of villages in each concentration category is given in table-2.6. 

Table- 2.6: Concentration Pattern of Scheduled Tribes Population in the Study Blocks

	Study Block
	Number of villages in each category (%of S.T.)
	

	
	Above 15
	10-15
	5-10
	Below 5
	No. ST 
	Un-inhabited
	Total

	Ganganagar
	0
	0
	1
	15
	225
	32
	273

	Habibpur
	179
	8
	9
	11
	27
	58
	292


The literacy rate in the Ganganagar development block is reported 43.19%, whereas it is only 26.87% in the Habibpur block.
Table- 2.7: Literacy Status of the Study Blocks (1999-2000)

	S. No.
	Status of Literacy
	  Ganganagar Block
	Habibpur Block

	1.
	Total Literacy
	43.19
	26.87

	2.
	Male Literacy
	47.60
	46.48

	3.
	Female Literacy
	23.03
	16.93

	4.
	S.C. Total Literacy 
	9.51
	8.28

	5.
	S.C. Male Literacy 
	12.83
	10.91

	6.
	S.C. Female Literacy 
	6.18
	5.64

	7.
	S.T. Total Literacy
	22.76
	17.62

	8.
	S.T. Male Literacy 
	31.29
	23.95

	9.
	S.T. Female Literacy 
	14.22
	11.28

	10.
	Rural Total Literacy
	35.92
	26.87

	11.
	Rural Male Literacy
	47.23
	46.48

	12.
	Rural Female Literacy
	22.73
	16.93

	13.
	Urban Total Literacy
	58.70
	0

	14.
	Urban Literacy Male
	66.06
	0

	15.
	Urban Literacy Female
	49.69
	0


Source: District Statistical Handbooks.
The reason of this sharp difference is the poor female literacy in Habibpur block i.e. 16.93% only, while in the Ganganagar block it is 23.03%. The rate of literacy among scheduled castes in the Ganganagar block is observed 9.51%, whereas it is 8.27% in the Habibpur development block. In comparison of scheduled castes, literacy among scheduled tribes is better. The literacy rate of scheduled tribes in the Ganganagar block is 22.76%, while it is only 17.62% in Habibpur development block.

The general literacy profile of both study blocks is shown is figure 2.8. It is observed that 6.59% villages of the Ganganagar development block and 1.37 % villages of the Habibpur development block have more than 50% literacy. The other details about educational status are given in table 2.8.

Table-2.8:  General Literacy Profile of the Village of the Study Blocks

	Study Block
	Number of villages in each category (Literacy % )
	

	
	Above 50
	40-50
	30-40
	20-30
	Below 20
	Un-inhabited
	Total

	Ganganagar
	18
	44
	100
	45
	34
	32
	273

	Habibpur
	4
	11
	26
	59
	134
	58
	292


The status of work force of a region is main governing force behind the level of its development. Figure 2.9 shows the status of work force in different villages of the study blocks. The map reflects that the percentage of workforce is higher in the Habibpur development block (43.50%) in comparison to the Ganganagar development block (34.34%). Most of the workforce is engaged in primary sector in both blocks. Out of total workforce, 82.45% is engaged in primary sector, 7.16% in secondary sector and 10.39% in tertiary sector in the Habibpur development block. In the Ganganagar block, out of total workforce, 77.0% is engaged in primary sector, 7.01% in secondary sector and 15.99% in tertiary sector.

Table- 2.9: Status of the Work Force in the Study Blocks

	Status of work force
	Development block Ganganagar
	Development block Habibpur

	Total workforce
	34.34%
	43.50%

	Total Number of worker
	111525
	73314

	Primary Sector
	85874 (77%)
	60448 (82.45%)

	Secondary Sector
	7818 (7.01%)
	5249 (7.16%)

	Tertiary Sector
	17833 (15.99%)
	7617 (10.39%)

	Male worker
	60034 (53.83%)
	53182 (72.54%)

	Female worker
	51491 (46.17%)
	20132 (27.46%


Source: Census 1991

In total workforce 72.54% are males and rest 27.46% are females in the Habibpur block, whereas in  the Ganganagar block it is 53.83% males and 46.17% females. The female workforce is higher 

in the Ganganagar block. Table-2.10 gives a comparative picture of regional variation of workforce in the Ganganagar and Habibpur development blocks. 

Table-2.10: Number of the Villages in Different Categories of the Work Force

	Study Block
	Number of villages in each category ( % of workforce )
	Total

	
	Above 60
	50-60
	40-50
	30-40
	Below 30
	Un-inhabited
	

	Ganganagar
	20
	26
	40
	82
	73
	32
	273

	Habibpur
	49
	63
	61
	45
	16
	58
	292


FOREST RESOURCE

Flora and fauna are the important resource base for over all development of any region. Since  both blocks under study have distinct climatic conditions hence, distinct types of flora and fauna have been reported.

The Ganganagar development block is a part of northern most portion of Rajasthan having paucity of water here all the time, which has resulted in a very scanty vegetation. After the advent of the Gang Canal, most of the portion of the block beams with verdure and glistering fields but the natural vegetation is still scanty. No forest worth the name exists in Ganganagar development block. Appreciable increase in the number of trees and plantation, however, has taken place after the advent of Gang Canal in the block. Government made sustained efforts to develop nurseries in Ganganagar and several lakhs of Shishan (Dalbargia Sissoo) and Siris (Aebizzia) seedlings were raised and distributed to individuals for plantation on their lands. These plants have taken to the soil in due course of time and are flourishing. These trees have been mainly planted on the banks of Gang Canal and have since then multiplied considerably. Irrigation Department has also planted them in the compounds of the Government rest houses situated on the canal banks. Large scale plantation along canal banks and road sides, by the Forest Department, has started decaying and significant number of Shisham trees along the canals have died. There is an urgent need to remove them to make fresh plantation there after. Besides Shishan, other important trees commonly found in the block, are Akra (Colotropis procera), Peepal, Neem, (Azadirachta indica), Babul or Kikar (Acacia arabica), Saresh and Thal (Salvadora oleoides), Kair (Capparis aphyall), Pala (Zizyphus Jujuba and Z. Nummulasia), Khejra (Prosopis spicicgera) and Rohira (Tecomella undulata), etc.. Of bushes, the most common is the Phog (Calligonum polygonoides) and Sajji (Salrola griffithaii), etc. A large number of fodder grasses also grow in the area viz., Bharut (Cenchrus Catharticus), Sawan (Eleusine flage illifera), Dhaman (Pennis etem cenchraides), Gamthet, and kiu etc.

Contrary to Ganganagar block, Habibpur block has plenty of rainfall and moisture for the growth of natural vegetation. However, the percentage of forest in the block is only 1.39 percent. These, too, are not reserved forests. There are groves of palm trees, mangoes, and bamboo, etc. near each and every village to cater the daily needs of the villagers. However, groves of bamboo dot the landscape of the block. The major trees of the block are coconut, palm, willow palm, date palm, the burgut, the tamarisk, hyjal, the saul, the sissoo, the sagoun or teak, the muhooa and the toon, etc. 

LAND RESOURCES

Both the Blocks under study vary in land resources. The land resources of Ganganagar development block are 58.92% more than the Habibpur development block. The total land resources of Gganganagar development block are 965.67 sq. kms. Out of this, more than 74.77% (722.04 sq. kms) is arable land, 15.53% (149.97 sq kms) fallow land, 7.22% (74.54 sq. kms) area not available for cultivation and rest1.98% (19.12 sq kms) land is cultivable waste (Table 2.11). The total land resources of the development block Habibpur are to the tune of 397.10 sq. kms, which are less than 50% of the Ganganagar block. Out of total land resource of Habibpur block, 84.75% (336.54 sq kms) area is arable land, 0.34% (1.35 sq. km) fallow land (due to very intensive rice cultivation and higher population density), 1.39% (5.52 sq kms) forest area, 12.04% (47.81 sq kms) area not available for cultivation and rest 1.48% (5.88 sq kms) land is cultivable waste. (Fig. 2.10)

Table-2.11: Land Resources of the Study Blocks

	S. No
	Landuse
	Development Block Ganganagar
	Development Block Habibpur

	
	
	%
	(Sq. Kms)
	%
	(Sq. Kms)

	1
	Arable Land
	74.77
	722.04
	84.75
	336.54

	2
	Cultivable Waste
	1.98
	19.12
	1.48
	5.88

	3
	Fallow Land
	15.53
	149.97
	0.34
	1.35

	4
	Forest
	0.0
	0.0
	1.39
	5.52

	5
	Area not available for cultivation
	7.72
	74.54
	12.04
	47.81

	
	Total
	100.00
	965.67
	100.00
	397.10


    Source: Census, 1991.

SOIL

Soil is the most important land resource, which influences the whole agriculture system of any region. The Ganganagar development block has been endowed with fairly rich soil. It is generally sandy and sandy-loam and is deep and well drained with moisture retaining characteristics, which have proved very salubrious for the production of food and cash-crops. The soil is sandy at the top of a depth of 15.2 to 22.8 cms with hard clay-underneath. It is alluvial in nature and congenial for crop production. It is highly retentive of moisture and varies in texture from sandy loam to loam and some times to clay loam. It is fairly rich in potash, while its phosphatic and nitrogenous contents are normal, but it is deficient in organic matter. This type of soil is most suited for the production of all food and non-food crops, except paddy.

Contrary to the Ganganagar development block, the soil of Habibpur development block is red soil of old alluvial formation, which is found in the neighboring district of Dinajpur and Malda. This soil is composed of stiff clay, containing iron and lime and becomes extremely hard in the cold weather. Even a heavy shower will not do more than make it slippery on the surface. It produces winter rice and a variety of rabi crops.

AGRICULTURE RESOURCES

Agricultural produces are the main resources of the blocks under study since both blocks are predominantly agro-based economy. Almost 77% people in the Ganganagar development block and more than 82% people in the Habibpur development block are engaged in agriculture sector for their livelihood. In Ganganagar development block, the agriculture extends over an area of 722.04 sq kms, which is 74.77% of the total geographical area of the block. The area under agriculture in the Habibpur development block is 336.54 sq. kms, which is 84.75% of the entire geographical area of the block. Fig- 2.10 reflects the land use as well as cropping pattern of the studied blocks. It is observed that 94.6% of the total arable land in Ganganagar block is single cropped, whereas it is 82.5% in Habibpur development block. This is due to their geo-hydrologic characteristics. The details of the cropping pattern in both development blocks are given in table –2.12. 

Table-2.12: Status of Cropping Pattern in both Development Blocks

	Cropping Pattern
	Development Block Ganganagar
	Development Block Habibpur

	
	%
	Area
	%
	Area

	Single cropped
	94.6
	683.05
	82.5
	277.64

	Double Cropped
	5.1
	36.83
	11.3
	38.03

	Triple Cropped
	0.3
	2.16
	6.2
	20.87

	Total
	100
	722.04
	100
	336.54


Source: District Statistical Handbooks, 2000.

The major agriculture produce of the Ganganagar block is wheat (total production 119001 tons in the year 1999-2000) having sown on 39742 hectares of land. While major produce of Habibpur development block is rice (total production 715581 tons in the year 1999-2000) having sown on 31800 hectares of lands. Oil seed and pulses are the second important crops in both blocks. The production of oilseeds in the Ganganagar block is 4537 tons in the year 1999-2000, while this is 1802 tons in the Habibpur block in the same year. The yield of oilseeds in the Ganganagar block is one ton per hectare, while it is only 0.90 ton in the Habibpur block. The pulses are important food items, which are necessary for protein intake in human being. The yield of pulses is higher (1 tone per hectare) in the Gangangar block followed by the Habibpur block (0.45 ton per hectare).  Table 2.13 shows the comparative picture of the area and production of different crops in both development blocks since-1993-94.          

Table-2.13: A Comparative Study of Area & Production of Major Crops in the Study Blocks

	Major Crops
	Study  Block
	Area (in Hect)
	Production (in Tons)

	
	
	1993-94
	1996-97
	1999-00
	1993-94
	1996-97
	1999-00

	1. Rice
	Ganganagar
	2
	6
	536
	5
	1
	2027

	
	Habibpur
	372
	31951
	31800
	77383
	77122
	715581

	2. Wheat
	Ganganagar
	37503
	38007
	39742
	74163
	102201
	119001

	
	Habibpur
	605
	650
	650
	1305
	1681
	1582

	3. Barley
	Ganganagar
	756
	869
	1167
	1304
	230
	2304

	
	Habibpur
	189
	128
	95
	176
	82
	95

	4. Bajra
	Ganganagar
	240
	402
	116
	25
	30
	100

	
	Habibpur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	5. Maize
	Ganganagar
	1
	6
	1
	1.1
	0.47
	1

	
	Habibpur
	23
	33
	15
	20
	126
	31

	6. Jwar
	Ganganagar
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0.26
	0

	
	Habibpur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	7. Oil seeds
	Ganganagar
	25993
	32001
	4125
	18309
	22567
	4537

	
	Habibpur
	1530
	1981
	2000
	885
	1594
	1802

	8. Pulses
	Ganganagar
	3064
	3597
	3522
	1204
	304
	1688

	
	Habibpur
	13850
	13996
	1215
	733
	1010
	549

	9. Cotton
	Ganganagar
	38630
	42707
	14534
	15310+
	39050+
	7266+

	
	Habibpur
	0 
	0 
	0
	0+
	0 +
	0 +

	10. Jute
	Ganganagar
	0 
	0  
	0 
	0+
	0 +
	0 +

	
	Habibpur
	219
	241
	225
	2204+
	2560+
	2255+

	11. Sugarcane 
	Ganganagar
	569
	645
	1408
	19178
	21290
	46438

	
	Habibpur
	37
	101
	100
	2827
	7637
	7772

	12. Other 
	Ganganagar
	113
	1960
	1355
	264
	184
	189

	
	Habibpur
	173
	235
	256
	8
	20
	21


+ Bale=180 Kg. 

     

       Source: Statistical Handbooks & Block Development Offices. 

The cash crops of the Ganganagar block are cotton and sugercane. The production of cotton in year 1999-2000 was 7266 bales. The total production of sugarcane was 46438 tons in the year 1999-2000. In Habibpur development block the major cash crops are sugarcane and Jute. The total production of sugarcane in the block was 7772 tons in the year 2000, while total production of jute was 2255 bales in the same year. Following table-2.14 shows the change in crop productivity since 1994 to 2000.

Table-2.14: Change in the Yield of Major Crops in the Study Blocks (1994-2000)

	Major crops
	Development Block Ganganagar
	Development Block Habibpur

	
	1994
	1997
	2000
	1994
	1997
	2000

	1. Wheat 
	2562
	2875
	3000
	2157
	2584
	2437

	2. Rice
	200
	300
	3782
	2078
	2414
	2252

	3. Cotton
	402 +
	395 +
	300 +
	0
	0
	0

	4. Jute
	0
	0
	0
	10.1+
	10.6+
	10.0+

	5. Maize
	1000
	1000
	1000
	814
	3741
	2076

	6. Sugarcane
	33000
	33000
	33000
	76342
	74802
	77529

	7. Bajra
	645
	645
	1000
	0
	0
	0

	8. Pulses
	525
	550
	1000
	532
	723
	453

	9. Oil Seeds
	1200
	1200
	1000
	559
	803
	900

	10. Barely
	1725
	1725
	2000
	939
	634
	999

	11. Other 
	0
	0
	   0
	0
	0
	0


+Bale=180Kg 






Source: District Statistical Handbooks.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

The bovine population and poultry are important and integral parts of the agro-based economy. Table-2.15 shows the status of major livestock and poultry population in both Ganganagar and Habibpur development blocks.

The table-2.15 reflects that total number of cows is more in the Ganganagar block, but there are only 61 cows per sq. km of area, while in Habibpur development block it is 108 cows per sq. kms of the area. The breed of buffaloes is superior in the Ganganagar development block and their density is 56 buffaloes per sq. km, while it is only 18 buffaloes per sq. km in Habibpur block. The population of goat is only 14 goats per sq. km, while in Habibpur this figure is as high as 107 goats per sq. km. There is very limited scope of piggery in the development block of Ganganagar because of very few families of a particular caste have pigs, while in Habibpur block other scheduled castes as well as scheduled tribes also have pigs. The poultry have special significance in the Habibpur development block since tribal people prefer to have poultry at their household level as backyard poultry. There are 113 birds in every sq. km area of the block, while this figure is as low as 12 birds per sq. kms of the area in the Ganganagar block. 

However, there is no poultry farm operating on commercial basis in both the study blocks. Both development blocks offer good scope for organizing poultry on commercial scale as there is good demand for meet in their respective itself districts.

Table-2.15:  Livestock and Poultry Population in the Study Blocks (1993-94 to 1999-2000)

	Livestock 
	Development Block Ganganagar
	Development Block Habibpur

	
	1993-94
	1996-97
	1999-2000
	1993-94
	1996-97
	1999-2000

	Cow

(%)
	55493

30.12
	55493

30.12
	58626            

34.77
	56142

52.47
	57442

25.79
	57544

25.74

	Buffaloes

(%)
	47899

26.01
	47889

26.01
	54362

32.24
	4292

4.01
	4210

1.89
	4210

1.88

	Goat

(%)
	28396

15.42
	28394

15.42
	23087

13.69
	29592

27.66
	33438

15.01
	33731

15.09

	Sheep

(%)
	25599

13.90
	25599

13.90
	15860

9.41
	2642

2.46
	2973

1.33
	3086

1.38

	Pig

(%)
	1816

0.99
	1816

0.99
	1252

0.74
	3226

3.02
	3561

1.59
	3699

1.65

	Camel

(%)
	2745

1.49
	2745

1.49
	1806

1.07
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0

	Horses & Other

(%)
	2397

1.30
	2397

1.30
	2485

1.47
	3743

3.49
	3911

1.75
	4051

1.81

	Poultry

(%)
	19835

10.77
	19839

10.77
	11157

6.61
	7367

6.89
	117270

52.64
	117244

52.45

	Total

( %)
	184180

100.00
	184182

100.00
	168635

100.00
	107004

100.00
	222805

100.00
	223565

100.00







      Source: District Statistical Handbooks, 2000.

Due to the availability of ponds, beels and marshy lands in Habibpur block, fishery is an important occupation. However, due to reclamation of beels and marshy land for agriculture, the water surface is gradually decreasing. The Fishery Department has taken up schemes for the improvement of partially derelict tanks.  There is no scope for fishery in the Ganganagar development block because of non-availability of perennial water bodies.
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