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Preface

India’s development needs are vast; the resources to meet them are not. Most of them come from government and foreign donors. Promoting other sources of funds to supplement these two, and also to provide choice and independence of action is an urgent necessity.  Private philanthropy, institutional and individual, offers an obvious alternative, especially as India has a long and distinguished tradition of philanthropy. However, in today’s context, philanthropic attitudes and practices need a reorientation to keep abreast of new developments and to meet the needs of the time. The impact of private charitable resources (time, skills, money) could be improved with better appreciation and knowledge of the opportunities for making a difference, more professional practice and building of alliances or networks. 

Established in 1996, as a national level organization, by a group of distinguished individuals from various fields, Sampradaan- Indian Centre for Philanthropy (SICP) represents an effort to facilitate the practice pf philanthropy and to increase its  impact on  society. 

SICP’s Vision is of an India in which private resources of money, assets, time and skills are shared willingly, and used effectively, to create a developed and equitable society.

Its Mission is to help strengthen civil society by enhancing the effectiveness of philanthropy. 

Its Objectives are:

· To promote a culture of giving 

· To ensure more effective philanthropy by acting as a resource for civil society in India.

·  To influence public policy for support of philanthropy and to advocate for it.
· To encourage and promote co-operation between the state, corporate sector, and civil society organizations for improved philanthropic practice.
SICP fulfils its mission and objectives by undertaking research, advocacy, training; dissemination of information; playing a convening role for networking; and providing consultancy assistance to individual and institutional donors on philanthropic issues and practice. 

It has, in the past, conducted several research studies on the different sources of charitable giving; on fund raising in India; on volunteering; and on Indian trusts and foundations. The studies have culminated in several publications. 

The organization has also been in the forefront of advocacy on behalf of the voluntary sector in India esp. in relation to tax and law reforms. 

The present research was undertaken in continuation of its goal of creating a culture of giving by creating an enabling environment, which not only encourages philanthropy to flourish, but also ensures that public trust in charitable organizations is maintained by proper regulation of the use of charitable funds.

Though the laws governing the sector have been reviewed before, this is perhaps the first systematic look at the official infrastructure for promoting and regulating charity. Its objective was to highlight inadequacies, if any, in the existing institutional set up, and to suggest improvements so that all those who work in and for charitable organizations can contribute their best to India’s development efforts.

It is a subject of vast scope but also of vast importance for the social sector. We sincerely hope that this effort, though only a first step, will have a chain reaction leading to a reform of both the charitable sector and the official machinery charged with promoting and overseeing it. 

Pushpa Sundar

Executive Director,

Sampradaan Indian Centre for Philanthropy 

September 2004
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