Evaluation Report of the Scheme of the
 Educational Complex for Development of Women’s Literacy
(Chapter 1: Introduction)

Chapter – 1
Introduction
1.1 Outline of the Scheme:
The Scheme of the Educational Complex for Development of Women’s Literacy was introduced in 1993-94 for improving literacy among ST women in low literacy districts, i.e. districts with less than 10% female literacy. It was implemented through the non governmental organisations, or institutes set up by the government as autonomous bodies, educational and other institutions like local bodies and cooperative societies. A total number of 134 districts in 14 States are covered under the scheme. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs provides full assistance for setting up of the educational complexes. A complex is a residential school, meant for girls studying in class I to V with strength of 30 girls in every class. Boarding and lodging is free for the students. There is a provision for supply of two sets of uniforms per year per student, free periodical medical check-ups for the children and adult education for the parents of the girls in the evening. The guidelines and format of the scheme are provided in Appendix – 1.

1.2 Evaluation: Objective, Methodology and Relevance: 

1.2.1 Objectives:
The objective of the study was to assess the outcome and impact of the scheme of setting up educational complexes in low literacy pockets for the development of women’s literacy in promoting education among the tribal girls and improving the socio-economic status of the poor and marginalised tribal population through women’s education.

The evaluation was supposed to come out with suggestions for appropriate improvements in the schematic and operational patterns of the scheme to optimise its outputs.

1.2.2 Hypotheses:
The study was based on the following two main hypotheses;

i) The scheme of educational complexes in low literacy areas of the country for the development of the ST girls needs further rejuvenation to have a focused impact on the educational development of ST girls; and
ii) The impact of the scheme needs to be critically analysed to improve its schematic and operational patterns to raise the socio-economic lot of the marginalised and illiterate tribal population through the women’s education. 
1.2.3 Methodology:
The proposed study was fundamentally empirical. The study was based on the collection of primary data. The data source included;
· Implementing agencies;
· Beneficiaries Girl Students;
· Parents of Enrolled Girl Students;
· Community Leaders; and

· Local officials.

The study covered 4 States; Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and Rajasthan; a total number of 27 implementing agencies/educational complexes in these States were visited. The State-wise distribution of the sample implementing agencies/educational complexes is provided in Table – 1.1. The sample distribution of the study is provided in Table – 1.2 

Table 1.1

Distribution of the sample implementing agencies
/educational complexes, States

	Sl. No.
	States
	Nos.
	Educational complex covered

	1
	Andhra Pradesh
	8
	30

	2
	Madhya Pradesh
	5
	19

	3
	Orissa
	11
	40

	4
	Rajasthan
	3
	11

	Total
	27
	100


Table-1.2
Distribution of samples

	Sl No.
	States
	Implementing agencies
	Beneficiaries Girl Students
	Parents of Enrolled Girl Students
	Community Leaders
	Local Officials
	Total

	1
	Andhra Pradesh 
	8
	262
	52
	42
	17
	380

	2
	Madhya Pradesh
	5
	194
	39
	30
	13
	281

	3
	Orissa
	11
	426
	85
	55
	24
	601

	4
	Rajasthan
	3
	117
	23
	15
	7
	165

	Total
	27
	999
	200
	142
	61
	1428


The study has blend both qualitative and quantitative approach for data collection, data analysis and data interpretation so as to provide an integrated perspective of the working of the scheme.
1.2.4 Relevance of the Study:
The findings of the study will help the Government of India (Planning Commission and the Ministry of Tribal Affairs) to improve the schematic and operational patterns of the scheme to optimise its objective to promote education among the deprived and disadvantaged tribal girls in the low literacy pockets of our country as well as to improve the socio-economic status of the poor and marginalised tribal population through women’s education.
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