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Preface

The handloom sector occupies a distinct and unique place in the Indian economy, besides being the largest generator of non-farm rural employment.  While available statistics indicate an economic sector of considerable size, there is still immense scope for expansion.  The handloom sector in indeed capable of exponential growth, with proper identification of its needs, a reasonable level of resource input and structural attention.

Any initiative in this direction, however, is hampered by a paucity of detailed ground level data.  The generation of such information is an urgent necessity today, since programme formulations for handloom weavers must be based on regional specificities and conditions of weaving.  The objective of this study, commissioned to Dastkar Andhra by the Planning Commission, has been to generate such field data, which can become the basis for future interventions.  It identifies areas of potential growth in the handloom sector, and indicates models for intervention based on ground realities.  It focuses on different handloom regions of Andhra Pradesh, with a view to bringing out specificities in weaving and to identify particular problems.  To put issues in a larger perspective, comparative accounts of handloom weaving in Kerala, Karnataka, Tamilnadu and West Bengal are drawn on. 

A unique feature of the study has been the active collaboration between the perspectives of primary producers (weavers), field researchers and academicians.  As part of the study, a seminar was held on the theme ‘Growth and Prospects of the Handloom Industry’ (September 23-24, 2001), which provided an opportunity for interaction of the above groups with policymakers as well, leading to a stimulating discussion and debate on a range of issues pertaining to the industry.  The Report incorporates primary field level data and secondary information on handloom weaving, followed by an overview of policy initiatives.  It also sets forward specific recommendations based on the needs and problems identified in the study.  In these efforts, we have been supported by the expert advice of Dr. D.N.Reddy, University of Hyderabad, as well as weaver organizations such as Rastra Chenetha Karmika Samakhya, Andhra Pradesh and Handloom Protection Forum, Trivandrum. 

