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FOREWORD


The Planning Commission has taken a welcome initiative in bringing out a Handbook for the parents of children with disabilities. This handbook, which is, perhaps, the first publication of its kind, is a handy reference book for all those seeking information on identification and prevention  of disabilities. The handbook provides  very useful information about organizations and institutions engaged in dealing with disabilities,   This alone makes the effort worthwhile,   as it can act as an invaluable guide for the concerned parents.


I am sure the handbook would be welcomed by parents as well as by all those working in the field of disability and rehabilitation and would, moreover, create greater awareness in the community about the existing facilities/ concessions designed to increase the flow of benefits to children with disabilities.


I place on record my appreciation particularly to Dr. K. Venlatasubramanian, Member, Planning Commission, Mrs. Kiran Aggarwal, Principal Adviser (Education), and Ms Renu Sobti, Senior Research Officer, for giving form, shape and content to the concept in a manner which reflects a sensitive appreciation of human sentiments and societal needs.

(K.C.Pant) 

PREFACE


The Persons with Disabilities Act,1995, has placed responsibility on the government to ensure that every child with a disability has access to free education in an appropriate environment till he attains  the age of 18 years. Recently the programme of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan(SSA) has been approved with the aim that all the children in the age group of 6-14 are able to complete 8 years of schooling by 2010. Its aim can be achieved only when  all  the children with special needs also get  into the mainstream of schooling.


Realising the fact that the management of children with disabilities is complex and needs various approaches, the Government of India has been implementing various schemes to bring  children with disabilities into the  mainstream of the education system, involve them in to social activities and provide them an opportunity for complete participation.  Although there are many weaknesses in implementation of the programmes as  highlighted in the recent  Workshop on ‘Inclusive Education for disabled Children: Prospects and Challenges’, organised by the  Planning Commission, New Delhi in collaboration with the  National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development,  ‘ignorance/ lack of  availability of information’ among the community is observed to be one of the major reasons for inability of most of the parents  unable to avail  benefits of available services.  


We hope that the present handbook would contribute to dissemination of information on the topics relating to prevention, identification and assessment of disabilities, educational programmes, available services, etc. as well as  provide a greater focus on the need to strengthen affirmative action on the part of the concerned authorities to ensure equal participation of children with disabilities in all walks of life. 


This handbook is the outcome of the efforts of Ms Renu Sobti, Senior Research Officer(Education). She deserves appreciation for her valuable contribution. Mrs Kirti Saxena, Director (Education) provided the necessary guidance. Contributions of Mrs Vandana Thaper, National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development (NIPCCD) and Anupriya Chadha, Consultant(Inclusive Education), Ed.CIL’s Technical Support Group, are gratefully acknowledged. Dr. J.P Singh, Member- Secretary, Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI), Dr. Sanjay Kant Prasad, Senior Programme Officer, RCI and Ms Shabnam Aggarwal, ASTHA went through the initial draft, made valuable suggestions; and provided necessary material. I thank the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, the Department of Secondary and Higher Education, the Department of Elementary Education and Literacy,  the Department of Women and Child Development, the National Open School, and the National Trust for Welfare of Persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Mental Retardation and Multiple Disabilities for providing the necessary material required for preparing this handbook. Any suggestions for additions or improvement in this pilot-handbook are earnestly solicited and will be highly appreciated.





   (KIRAN AGGARWAL)

Principal Adviser(Education)

29.1.2002                                                                                  Planning Commission
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