
CHAPTER-V

Profile of Women Prisoners

A wide variety of factors in the socio-cultural environment are correlated with crime rates. The Chapter deals with an outline of some of the personal social characteristics of the prison inmates. Such description is desirable from the point of view of understanding the realities of the prisoner’s social life, the cultural antecedents of the offenders as well as their social background and personal qualities such as age, caste, education, religion, occupations etc. may have an important impact on mode of their perceptions. These antecedents are equally significant is understanding and determing the offenders social attitudes and behaviour patterns or the basics of the data collected from intensive interviews of inmates, the following pattern emerged from the general characteristics of the women prisoners. 

Age:

Many studies demonstrate that very young persons are more susceptible to crime. But in the present study women offenders are mainly from the middle age group i.e. 26-44 years. In some cases, women offenders were found to be belonging upper age group i. e. 46-55. It was found more pronouncing in Azamgarh (40 percent), Barabanki (35 percent) and Ghazipur district (30.0 percent). Even women from the age group of above 56 years were also found offenders. It was reported highest in Ballia (30 percent) followed by Sultanpur (25 percent). Women offenders come all the age groups and there is correlation of age with women communality. In most of the studies of this nature (Ahuja, 1969; Advani, 1978, Bhanot and Mishra, 1978, Rani, 1981).  It is maintained that young women are more from to commit crimes and the incidence of their crimes describes with increasing age. While the findings of the present study indicated that the predominance of women offenders was in middle age group i.e. 31-50 years. In most of the communities, the young girl is more protected than her brothers. She is confined more within the family home both through parental control and also because of the nature of her household and family duties. Therefore, young women get fewer opportunities to commit the crimes at a young age. But the middle aged women are more exaggerate and aggressive in deviant behaviour. It is also due to the fact that the young women and unmarried girls are protected even committing crimes by their in laws to avoid the consequences of going jail. Their aged women and particularly middle aged women are being jailed. Most of the women offenders were found involved in dowry case. It appears the before reasonable that although the majority of offenders were found to be committed by young and middle aged, it seems difficult to give any firm explanation regarding the ages at which women show tendencies towards criminality. Details are given in Table No. 5.1:

Table 5.1 

 Age Group of Respondents 

	District
	15-25
	26-35
	36-45
	46-55
	56-Above
	N

	Azamgarh
	 AVERAGE(above) \# "0.00%" 2

(10.00)
	4

(20.00)
	6

(30.00)
	8

(40.00)
	---
	20



	Jaunpur
	---
	4

(20.00)
	12

(60.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---


	20



	Ballia
	---
	6

(30.00)
	6

(30.00)
	2

(10.00)
	6

(30.00)
	20



	Varanasi
	4

(20.00)
	5

(25.00)
	5

(25.00)
	2

(10.00)
	4

(20.00)
	20



	Gazipur
	---
	5

(25.00)
	6

(30.00)
	6

(30.00)
	3

(15.00)
	20



	Sultanpur
	3

(15.00)
	3

(15.00)
	6

(30.00)
	3

(15.00)
	5

(25.00)
	20



	Barabanki
	3

(15.00)
	4

(20.00)
	4

(20.00)
	7

(35.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Faizabad
	5

(25.00)
	8

(40.00)
	4

(20.00)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	6

(30.00)
	10

(50.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	4

(20.00)
	5

(25.00)
	6

(30.00)
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Naini Central Jail
	3

(15.00)
	10

(50.00)
	3

(15.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	20



	Gorakhpur
	2

(10.00)
	6

(30.00)
	6

(30.00)
	3

(15.00)
	3

(15.00)
	20



	Sitapur
	---
	5

(62.50)
	3

(37.50)
	---
	---
	8

	Rai Bareli
	1

(25.00)
	2

(50.00)
	1

(25.00)
	---
	---
	4

	Banda
	2

(33.33)
	3

(50.00)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	6

	Mahoba
	---
	2

(66.67)
	1

(33.33)
	---
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	1

(20.00)
	3

(60.00)
	1

(20.00)
	---
	---
	5

	Ghaziabad
	3

(42.86)
	4

(57.14)
	---
	---
	---
	7

	Meerut
	2

(33.33)
	3

(50.00)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	6

	Agra
	2

(16.67)
	8

(66.67)
	2

(16.67)
	---
	---
	12

	Muzaffernagar
	1

(16.67)
	2

(33.33)
	3

(50.00)
	---
	---
	6

	Total
	44

(14.81)
	102

(34.34)
	81

(27.27)
	44

(14.81)
	26

(8.75)
	297


        (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)

Caste and Religion:
It is believed that religion has been instrumental in developing and maintaining morality. It has influenced, since times immemorial, the behaviour, and the majority of life of individuals. By and large, the religion patterns and beliefs, may guide the behaviour patterns in the family, then in the community, and then in the society since criminality and in morality are synonymous in some extent, a pose could be put as to why some persons before in morally and others do not like religion caste may also influence some aspect of the individual’s behaviour. During the course of the study, it was found that 37.23 per cent offenders belonged to Scheduled Castes while more than one-fourth respondents belonged to OBC’s. Thus, only 18.52 percent offenders were belonging to general castes. In a few cases, the proportion of women offenders were found predominantly belonging to Scheduled Castes. It may found more pronouncing in Ghazipur (75.0 percent), Mahoba (66.67 percent), Lucknow district jail (65.0 percent), Barabanki (65.0 percent), Naini (60.0 percent), and Gorakhpur (60 percent). Details are given in Table No. 5.2 below:

Table 5.2  

Caste of Respondents 

	District
	General
	O.B.C.
	S.C.
	S.T.
	Muslims
	N

	Azamgarh
	4

(20.00)
	7

(35.00)
	8

(4.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	20

	Jaunpur
	---


	8

(40.00)
	8

(40.00)
	---
	4

(20.00)
	20

	Ballia
	3

(15.00)
	5

(25.00)
	12

(60.00)
	---
	---
	20

	Varanasi
	8

(40.00)
	6

(30.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	4

(20.00)
	20

	Gazipur
	---
	2

(10.00)
	15

(75.00)
	---
	3

(15.00)
	20

	Sultanpur
	9

(45.00)
	2

(10.00)
	5

(25.00)
	---
	4

(20.00)
	20

	Barabanki
	3

(15.00)
	4

(20.00)
	11

(65.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	20

	Faizabad
	5

(25.00)
	6

(30.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	7

(35.00)
	20

	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	4

(20.00)
	3

(15.00)
	11

(65.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	20

	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	3

15.00)
	8

(40.00)
	3

(15.00)
	1

(5.00)
	5

(25.00)
	20

	Naini Central Jail
	2

(10.00)
	3

(15.00)
	12

(60.00)
	2

(1.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20

	Gorakhpur
	3

(15.00)
	3

(15.00)
	12

(60.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	20

	Sitapur
	3

(37.50)
	2

(25.00)
	2

(25.00)
	---
	1

(12.50)
	8

	Rai Bareli
	2

(50.00)
	2

(50.00)
	---
	---
	---
	4

	Banda
	1

(16.67)
	1

(16.67)
	2

(33.33)
	---
	2

(33.33)
	6



	Mahoba
	---
	1

(33.33)
	2

(66.67)
	---
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	---
	2

(40.00)
	1

(20.00)
	---
	2

(40.00)
	5

	Ghaziabad
	1

(14.29)
	3

(42.86)
	1

(14.29)
	---
	2

(28.57)
	7

	Meerut
	1

(16.67)
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	---
	1

(16.67)
	6

	Agra
	2

(16.67)
	4

(33.33)
	4

(33.33)
	---
	2

(16.67)
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	1

(16.67)
	1

(16.67)
	3

(50.00)
	---
	1

(16.67)
	6

	Total
	55

(18.52)
	75

(25.25)
	118

(37.73)
	3

(1.01)
	46

(15.49)
	297


        (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
 Importantly, majority of the women offenders were found to be Hindus (85.86 percent). The proportion of Muslim offenders was reported highest in Bulandshahar (40.0 percent) followed by Faizabad, Banda (33.3 per cent) while negligible proportions of Muslim offenders was reported in Naini and Gorakhpur. Details are in Table No. 5.3 below:
Table 5.3  

Religion of the Respondents

	District
	Hindu
	Muslim
	Sikh
	Christian
	Jain
	Bodh
	Others
	N

	Azamgarh
	20

(100.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Jaunpur
	20

(100.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Ballia
	20

(100.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	----
	20



	Varanasi
	16

(80.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Gazipur
	17

(85.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Sultanpur
	16

(80.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Barabanki
	17

(85.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Faizabad
	13

(65.00)
	7

(35.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	18
(90.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	15

(75.00)
	5

(25.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Naini Central Jail
	19

(95.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Gorakhpur
	18

(90.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Sitapur
	7

(87.50)
	1

(12.50)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	8



	Rai Bareli
	4

(100.00)
	
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	4

	Banda
	4

(66.67)
	2

(33.33)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Mahoba
	3

(100.00)
	
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	3

(60.00)
	2

(40.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	5

	Ghaziabad
	5

(71.43)
	2

(28.57)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	7

	Meerut
	5

(83.33)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Agra
	10

(83.33)
	2

(16.67)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	5

(83.33)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Total
	255

(85.86)
	42

(14.14)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	297


(Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
As far as religion is concerned, the social restrictions on women and also the people’s notions about their domestic and outside roles in general are derived from the religious beliefs. Moreover, in Hindus religion, numerous regulation and restrictions are imposed on women. These constrains continue to operate even in the contemporary era. Thus, religion as a system of belief as well as rituals continue to provide differential treatment to them. Over the years these operational constraints on women may have an impact on their personality patterns. In view of these realities, such women may find it difficult to adjust with the changing social patterns in a culturally plural society like India. Differentials in regard to religion and casts may also develop strong or mild prejudices in the members of each sector due to which during emotionally charged circumstances atrocities of various types may be committed on the members of other community. Obviously, therefore due to avoidance and discrimination, individuals belonging to other sectors may be alienated or even isolated. The sentiments of alienation and isolation may have their share in the occurrence of criminal acts even by women.

Family Occupation: 

There is no doubt the fact that a number of crimes are beings committed for economic reasons and economic condition of a person is dependent upon his/her occupational activity. In the present study, the influence of occupation on the offenders was significant. More than one third women offender was dependent on labour for their sustenance. Thus, the majority of the prison inmates were belonging to the rural economy i.e. agriculture and manual labour. These sectors contribute insignificant in the family income and most of the families dependent on it are economically poor. Details are given in Table No. 5.4.
Table 5.4 

Family Occupation of the Respondents

	District
	Govt. Service
	Private Business
	Business
	Agriculture
	Animal Husbandry
	Labour
	Others
	N

	Azamgarh
	---
	---
	3

(15.00)
	12

(60.00)
	1

(5.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	20



	Jaunpur
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	1

(5.00)
	12

(60.00)
	---
	4

(20.00)
	---
	20



	Ballia
	---
	2

(10.00)
	2

(10.00)
	6

(30.00)
	1

(5.00)
	9

(45.00)
	---
	20



	Varanasi
	1

(5.00)
	3

(15.00)
	4

(20.00)
	5

(25.00)
	1

(5.00)
	6

(30.00)
	---
	20



	Gazipur
	2

(10.00)
	---
	3

(1500)
	10

(50.00)
	---
	5

(50.00)
	---
	20



	Sultanpur
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	4

(20.00)
	5

(25.00)
	2

(10.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	20



	Barabanki
	2

(10.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	6

(30.00)
	3

(15.00)
	7

(35.00)
	---
	20



	Faizabad
	---
	2

(10.00)
	4

(20.00)
	8

(40.00)
	---
	6

(30.00)
	---
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	---
	2

(10.00)
	6

(30.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	10

(50.00)
	---
	20



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	3

(15.00)
	9

(45.00)
	---
	5

(25.00)
	---
	20



	Naini Central Jail
	---
	1

(5.00)
	1

(5.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	14

(70.00)
	---
	20



	Gorakhpur
	---
	---
	---
	6

(30.00)
	---
	12

(60.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Sitapur
	---
	1

(12.50)
	---
	4

(50.00)
	---
	3

(37.50)
	---
	8

	Rai Bareli
	---
	---
	1

(25.00)
	1

(25.00)
	---
	2

(50.00)
	---
	4

	Banda
	---
	---
	1

(16.67)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	4

(66.66)
	---
	6

	Mahoba
	---
	---
	---
	2

(66.67)
	---
	1

(33.33)
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	---
	---
	1

(20.00)
	3

(60.00)
	---
	1

(20.00)
	---
	5

	Ghaziabad
	---
	1

(14.29)
	---
	1

(14.29)
	---
	2

(28.57)
	3

(42.86)
	7

	Meerut
	---
	---
	3

(50.00)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	2

(33.33)
	---
	6

	Agra
	---
	---
	4

(33.33)
	3

(25.00)
	---
	4

(33.33)
	1

(8.33)
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	---
	1

(1.67)
	---
	2

(33.33)
	---
	3

(50.00)
	---
	6

	Total
	12

(4.04)
	19

(6.40)
	41

(13.80)
	103

(13.80)
	8

(2.69)
	108

(36.36)
	6

(2.02)
	297


(Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
Birth Place:
Several studies demonstrate that women criminality is more pronounced in urban areas. The slums are hidden centres where criminals enjoy a decent life. The slum dwellers, belonging to poor economic class, generally are involved in economic crimes and also minor crimes related to drug abuse, sex and other crimes. Even women criminality is higher in the slum pockets of urban centres. However, the present study reveals trial about 65.32 percent women offenders belong to rural areas. The proportion of women offenders belonging to urban areas was recorded highest in Agra (75.00 percent), followed by Varanasi (60 percent) and Ghaziabad (57.14 percent). The Table No. 5.5 also shows that women criminality is prevent in semi urban areas. Thus, women criminality is not formed by geographical factors.

Table 5.5 

Birth Place of the Respondents

	District
	Rural
	Urban
	Semi-Urban
	Total

	Azamgarh
	13

(65.00)
	6

(30.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Jaunpur
	15

(75.00)
	1

(5.00)
	4

(20.00)
	20



	Ballia
	18

(90.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	20



	Varanasi
	7

(35.00)
	12

(60.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Gazipur
	16

(80.00)
	3

(15.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Sultanpur
	13

(65.00)
	5

(25.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Barabanki
	17

(85.00)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Faizabad
	9

(45.00)
	7

(35.00)
	4

(20.00)
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	15

(750) 
	5

(25.00)
	---
	20



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	14

(70.00)
	5

(25.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20

	Naini Central Jail
	16

(80.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	20



	Gorakhpur
	17

(85.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	20



	Sitapur
	3

(37.50)
	4

(50.00)
	1

(12.50)
	8

	Rai Bareli
	2

(50.00)
	---
	2

(50.00)
	4

	Banda
	3

(50.00)
	2

(33.33)
	1

(16.67)
	6

	Mahoba
	3

(100.00)
	---
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	3

(60.00)
	1

(20.00)
	1

(20.00)
	5

	Ghaziabad
	2

(28.57)
	4

(57.14)
	1

(14.29)
	7

	Meerut
	1

(16.67)
	3

(50.00)
	2

(33.33)
	6

	Agra
	3

(25.00)
	9

(75.00)
	---
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	4

(66.67)
	1

(16.67)
	1

(16.67)
	6

	Total
	194

(65.32)
	79

(26.60)
	24

(8.08)
	297


 
     
 (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
Marital Status:
By and large, married women show a higher crime rate than those who are either unmarried or deserted or widowed. It was found during the study that married offenders accounted for 74.75 percent of the total offenders. While widow offenders were reported to be just 15.49 percent. This proportion was recorded highest in Varanasi (35.0 percent) followed by Faizabad (25.0 percent). Thus, it is clear from the survey that women criminality is predominantly in married class the greater preponderance of aggressive offences involving victims among the married offenders may be explained by the fact that most of the marriage were arranged by the parents without taking into consideration the couples wishes. As a result the girls were given in marriage when they might have lack of maturity, lack of responsibility and lack of scanty information regarding sex and sexual activities. Most of these women offenders had an unhappy married life and had to content not only with an unsympathetic husband, but also with nagging and possessive in laws. This situation was further aggravated if the women failed to conceive within a short period of marriage. Barrenness is such a stigma in our society that it is by itself sufficient to put change and content upon the women, to which she adds her own ideas and notions and may start cursing herself. The stigma attached to separation of divorce still remains. Details are given in Table No. 5.6. 

Table 5.6  

Marital Status of Respondents

	District
	Married
	Unmarried
	Separated
	Divorced
	Widow
	Others
	N

	Azamgarh
	14

(70.00)
	---
	3

(15.00)
	---
	3

(15.00)
	---
	20



	Jaunpur
	16

(80.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	1

(5.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	20



	Ballia
	17

(85.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	---
	20



	Varanasi
	11

(55.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	---
	7

(35.00)
	---
	20



	Gazipur
	15

(75.00)
	---
	3

(15.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	---
	20



	Sultanpur
	13

(65.00)
	---
	3

(15.00)
	1

(5.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	20



	Barabanki
	15

(75.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	---
	4

(20.00)
	---
	20



	Faizabad
	13

(65.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	---
	5

(25.00)
	---
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	17

(85.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	---
	20

	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	15

(75.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	---
	4

(20.00)
	---
	20

	Naini Central Jail
	14

(70.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	---
	4

(20.00)
	---
	20

	Gorakhpur
	16

(80.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	---
	3

(15.00)
	---
	20



	Sitapur
	7

(87.50)
	---
	1

(12.50)
	---
	---
	---
	8

	Rai Bareli
	4

(100.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	4

	Banda
	6

(100.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Mahoba
	2

(66.67)
	---
	---
	---
	1

(33.33)
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	5

(100.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	5

	Ghaziabad
	5

(71.43)
	---
	---
	---
	2

(28.57)
	---
	7

	Meerut
	4

(66.67)
	---
	1

(16.67)
	---
	1

(16.67)
	---
	6

	Agra
	9

(75.00)
	---
	2

(16.67)
	---
	1

(8.33)
	---
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	4

(66.67)
	---
	1

(16.67)
	---
	1

(16.67)
	---
	6

	Total
	222

(74.75)
	2

(0.67)
	25

(8.42)
	2

(0.67)
	46

(15.49)
	---
	297


(Figures in brackets indicate percentage) 
Occupation prior to Jail: 
Women offenders were enquired about their occupation prior to jail. The overwhelming majority reported that they were housewives (64.98 percent), about 27.61 percent women offenders were also labourers. This proportion was recorded highest in Ballia (60 percent), Lucknow District Jail (45.0 percent) and Bulandshahar (40.0 percent). It is revealed from the field survey that women criminality is more pronounced in housewives. Details of the occupation of respondents are being given in Table No. 5.7 below:

Table 5.7  

Occupation (Prior to Jail) of Respondents

	District
	House Wife
	Govt. Service
	Private Service
	Labour
	Small Businessman
	Unemployment
	N

	Azamgarh
	13

(65.00)
	---
	---
	6

(30.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	20



	Jaunpur
	16

(80.00)
	---
	---
	4

(20.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Ballia
	8

(40.00)
	---
	---
	12

(60.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Varanasi
	12

(60.00)
	---
	---
	5

(25.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	20



	Gazipur
	13

(65.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	6

(30.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Sultanpur
	15

(75.00)
	---
	---
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	20



	Barabanki
	15

(75.00)
	---
	---
	5

(25.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Faizabad
	12

(60.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	4

(20.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	8

(40.00)
	---
	---
	9

(45.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	20



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	13

(65.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	5

(25.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	20



	Naini Central Jail
	10

(50.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	7

(35.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	20



	Gorakhpur
	13

(65.00)
	---
	---
	6

(30.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	20



	Sitapur
	6

(75.00)
	---
	---
	2

(25.00)
	---
	8
	8



	Rai Bareli
	3

(75.00)
	---
	---
	1

(25.00)
	---
	---
	4

	Banda
	4

(66.67)
	---
	---
	2

(33.33)
	---
	---
	6

	Mahoba
	3

(100.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	3

(60.00)
	---
	---
	2

(40.00)
	---
	---
	5

	Ghaziabad
	5

(71.43)
	---
	1

(14.29)
	1

(14.29)
	---
	---
	7

	Meerut
	6

(100.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Agra
	10

(83.33)
	---
	---
	2

(16.67)
	---
	---
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	5

(83.33)
	---
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Total
	193

(64.98)
	---
	6

(2.02)
	82

(27.61)
	16

(5.39)
	---
	297


(Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
Education: 
The distribution of offenders by their educational background highlighted the fact that an overwhelming majority of women offenders were illiterate (55.56 percent) only a statistically insignificant fraction of the women offenders were educated above high school. The illiteracy was found more pronouncing in Ghazipur (95.0 percent), Jaunpur (90.0 percent), Meerut (83.33 percent) and Bulandshahar (80.0 percent). More details are given in Table No. 5.8.

Table 5.8

Education of Respondents
	District
	Illiterate
	Literate
	Primary
	Junior High School
	High School
	Inter-mediate
	Graduate 
	Post Graduate
	Others
	N

	Azamgarh
	12

(60.00)
	5

(25.00)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Jaunpur
	18

(90.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Ballia
	16

(80.00)
	3

(15.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Varanasi
	13

(65.00)
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Gazipur
	19

(95.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Sultanpur
	9

(45.00)
	3

(15.00)
	5

(25.00)
	1

(5.00)
	2

(10.0)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Barabanki
	13

(65.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	---
	2

(10.0)
	1

(5.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Faizabad
	12

(60.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	---
	---
	2

(10.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Lucknow 

Distt. Jail
	10

(50.00)
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	3
	2

(10.0)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Adarsh Karagar 
	---
	10

(50.00)
	4

(20.00)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	2

(10.0)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Naini 

Central Jail
	---
	14

(70.00)
	3

(15.00)
	---
	2

(10.0)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	20



	Gorakhpur
	8

(40.00)
	9

(45.00)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	20



	Sitapur
	5

(62.50)
	2

(25.00)
	---
	1

(12.50)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	8



	Rai Bareli
	2

(50.00)
	2

(50.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	4

	Banda
	4

(66.67)
	1

(16.67)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Mahoba
	2

(66.67)
	1

(33.33)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	3

	Buland

shahar
	4

(80.00)
	1

(20.00)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	5

	 Ghaziabad
	4

(57.14)
	1

(14.29)
	2

(28.57)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	7

	Meerut
	5

(83.33)
	---
	---
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Agra
	6

(50.00)
	2

(16.67)
	1

(8.33)
	2

(16.67)
	---
	---
	1

(8.3)
	---
	---
	12

	Muzaffar

Nagar
	3

(50.00)
	2

(33.33)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	6

	Total
	165

(55.56)
	72

(24.24)
	26

(8.75)
	15

(5.05)
	9

(3.03)
	3

(1.01)
	7

(2.36)
	---
	---
	297


(Figures in brackets indicate percentage
It shows that criminality in women is definitely linked with their illiteracy. It may be considered that as most of the women are illiteracy they cannot earn and there by supplement the family income. Therefore, they are not able to solve the economic problems facing the family. These economic and social forces may affect the process of the social development of these women. Again, most of the women offenders were not professionally educated and thus, they fail to get rehabilitation. Details are in Table No. 5.9 below:

Table 5.9 

Professional/ Managerial Education of Respondents

	District
	Yes
	No
	N

	Azamgarh
	---
	20

(100.00)
	20



	Jaunpur
	---
	20

(100.00)
	20



	Ballia
	---
	20

(100.00)
	20

	Varanasi
	---
	20

(100.00)
	20

	Gazipur
	---
	20

(100.00)
	20

	Sultanpur
	2

(10.00)
	18

(90.00)
	20

	Barabanki
	1

(5.00)
	19

(95.00)
	20

	Faizabad
	2

(10.00)
	18

(90.00)
	20

	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	2

(10.00)
	18

(90.00)
	20

	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	3

(15.00)
	17

(85.00)
	20

	Naini Central Jail
	---
	18

(90.00)
	20

	Gorakhpur
	---
	20

(100.00)
	20

	Sitapur
	1

(12.50)
	7

(87.50)
	8

	Rai Bareli
	---
	4

(100.00)
	4

	Banda
	1

(16.67)
	5

(83.33)
	6

	Mahoba
	---
	3

(100.00)
	3

	Bulandshahar
	---
	5

(100.00)
	5

	Ghaziabad
	2

(28.57)
	5

(71.43)
	7

	Meerut
	---
	6

(100.00)
	6



	Agra
	3

(25.00)
	9

(75.00)
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	1

(16.67)
	5

(83.33)
	6

	Total
	20

(6.73)
	277

(93.27)
	297


(Figures in brackets indicate percentage)

The educational levels of the husbands of women offenders were found to be low. More than one third respondents revealed that the educational level of their husbands in pathetic i.e. illiterate. About 23.57 percent husbands of women offenders were reported to be literate. Details of educational level are given in Table No. 5.10.

Table 5.10  

Educational Status of Husband of Respondents
	District
	Illiterate
	Literate
	Primary
	Junior High School
	High School
	Inter-mediate
	Graduate 
	Post Graduate
	Technical
	Total

	Azamgarh
	10

(50.00)
	3

(15.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---


	3

(15.00)
	
	
	
	
	20

	Jaunpur
	8

(40.00)
	3

(15.00)
	4

(20.00)
	1

(5.00)
	4

(20.00)
	
	
	
	
	20

	Ballia
	9

(45.00)
	4

(20.00)
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---
	2

(10.0)
	
	
	
	20

	Varanasi
	4

(20.00)
	3

(15.00)
	5

(25.00)
	---


	4

(20.00)
	1

(5.00)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	
	20

	Ghazipur
	11

(55.00)
	4

(20.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---


	---
	
	
	
	3

(15.00)
	20

	Sultanpur
	6

(30.00)
	4

(20.00)
	2

(10.00)
	---


	---
	3

(15.0)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20

	Barabanki
	7

(35.00)
	3

(15.00)
	1

(5.00)
	4

(20.00)
	3

(15.00)
	1

(5.00)
	1

(5.00)
	
	
	20

	Faizabad
	6

(30.00)
	4

(20.00)
	3

(15.00)
	1

(5.00)
	2

(10.00)
	1

(5.00)
	2

(10.00)
	
	1

(5.00)
	20

	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	8

(40.00)
	6

(30.00)
	---
	1

(5.00)
	3

(15.00)
	
	2

(10.00)
	
	
	20

	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	6

(30.00)
	5

(25.00)
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)


	1

(5.00)
	2

(10.0)
	
	
	1

(5.00)
	20

	Naini 

Central Jail
	5

(25.00)
	8

(40.00)
	1

(5.00)
	4

(20.00)
	---
	2

(10.0)
	
	
	
	20

	Gorakhpur
	4

(20.00)
	8

(40.00)
	---
	3

(15.00)
	4

(20.00)
	1

(5.00)
	
	
	
	20

	Sitapur
	3

(37.50)
	2

(25.00)
	2

(25.00)
	1

(12.50)
	---
	
	
	
	
	8

	Rai Bareli
	1

(25.00)
	2

(50.00)
	1

(25.00)
	---
	---
	
	
	
	
	4

	Banda
	4

(66.67)
	2

(33.33)
	---
	---
	---
	
	
	
	
	6

	Mahoba
	1

(33.33)
	1

(33.33)
	1

(33.33)
	---
	---
	
	
	
	
	3

	Buland

shahar
	2

(40.00)
	1

(20.00)
	2

(40.00)
	---
	---
	
	
	
	
	5

	Ghaziabad
	2

(28.57)
	3

(42.86)
	1

(14.29)
	1

(14.29)
	---
	
	
	
	
	7

	Meerut
	1

(16.67)
	2

(33.33)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	---
	
	
	
	2

(33.33)
	6

	Agra
	2

(16.67)
	1

(8.33)
	2

(16.67)
	1

(8.33)
	1

(8.33)
	2

(16.67)
	
	
	3

(25.00)
	12

	Muzaffar

Nagar
	3

(50.00)
	1

(16.67)
	2

(33.33)
	---
	---
	---
	
	
	
	6

	Total
	103

(34.68)
	70

(23.57)
	40

(13.47)
	21

(7.07)
	25

(8.15)
	15

(5.05)
	9

(3.03)
	2

(0.67)
	12

(4.04)
	297


(Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
The women offenders were asked regarding the importance of education for their children. About half of the respondents placed education as important both for girls and boys. However, education is more important for boys as per perception of women offenders. Views of respondents regarding education are given in Table No. Table No. 5.11 below:

Table 5.11   

Views of Respondents Regarding Importance of Education 

	District
	More Importance of Education
	Total

	
	Boys
	Girls
	Both
	

	Azamgarh
	12

(60.00)
	---
	8

(40.00)
	20



	Jaunpur
	12

(60.00)
	6

(30.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Ballia
	10

(50.00)
	8

(40.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Varanasi
	6

(30.00)
	8

(40.00)
	6

(30.00)
	20



	Ghazipur
	9

(45.00)
	3

(15.00)
	8

(40.00)
	20



	Sultanpur
	6

(30.00)
	4

(20.00)
	10

(50.00)
	20



	Barabanki
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	15

(75.00)
	20



	Faizabad
	6

(30.00)
	4

(20.00)
	10

(50.00)
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	7

(35.00)
	---
	13

(65.00)
	20



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	4

(20.00)
	2

(10.00)
	14

(70.00)
	20

	Naini

Central Jail
	8

(40.00)
	3

(15.00)
	9

(45.00)
	20

	Gorakhpur
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	15

(75.00)
	20



	 Sitapur
	2

(25.00)
	1

(12.50)
	5

(37.50)
	8

	 Rai Bareli
	1

(25.00)
	---
	3

(75.00)
	4

	 Banda
	1

(16.67)
	1

(16.67)
	4

(66.67)
	6

	 Mahoba
	2

(66.67)
	---
	1

(33.33)
	3

	 Bulandshahar
	2

(40.00)
	1

(20.00)
	2

(40.00)
	5

	 Ghaziabad
	4

(57.14)
	2

(28.57)
	1

(14.29)
	7

	 Meerut
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	6

	 Agra
	4

(33.33)
	3

(25.00)
	5

(41.67)
	12

	 Muzaffarnagar
	---
	2

(33.33)
	4

(66.67)
	6

	 Total
	104

(35.02)
	54

(18.18)
	139

(46.80)
	297


            (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
About half of the women offenders were of the view that co-education may be implemented to some extent. However, only one fourth are in favour of co-education. Views of respondents regarding co-education is being given Table No. 5.12 below: 

 

               Table 5.12 

Views of Respondents regarding Co-education 

	District
	Favor of Co-education
	N



	
	Yes
	No
	To Some Extant
	

	Azamgarh
	2

(10.00)
	5

(25.00)
	13

(65.00)
	20



	Jaunpur
	9

(45.00)
	11

(55.00)
	---
	20



	Ballia
	6

(30.00)
	10

(50.00)
	4

(20.00)
	20



	Varanasi
	8

(40.00)
	7

(35.00)
	5

(25.00)
	20



	Ghazipur
	2

(10.00)
	3

(15.00)
	15

(75.00)
	20



	Sultanpur
	11

(55.00)
	4

(20.00)
	5

(25.00)
	20



	Barabanki
	10

(50.00)
	2

(10.00)
	8

(40.00)
	20



	Faizabad
	6

(30.00)
	4

(20.00)
	10

(50.00)
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	3

(15.00)
	6

(30.00)
	11

(55.00)
	20



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	---
	2

(10.00)
	18

(90.00)
	20



	Naini 

Central Jail
	4

(20.00)
	3

(15.00)
	13

(65.00)
	20

	Gorakhpur
	1

(5.00)
	3

(15.00)
	16

(80.00)
	20



	 Sitapur
	---
	1

(12.50)
	7

(87.50)
	8

	 Rai Bareli
	1

(25.00)
	1

(25.00)
	2

(50.00)
	4

	 Banda
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	6

	 Mahoba
	---
	1

(33.33)
	2

(66.67)
	3

	 Bulandshahar
	1

(20.00)
	1

(20.00)
	3

(60.00)
	5

	 Ghaziabad
	4

(57.14)
	2

(28.57)
	1

(14.29)
	7

	 Meerut
	3

(50.00)
	2

(33.33)
	1

(16.67)
	6

	 Agra
	5

(41.67)
	3

(25.00)
	4

(33.33)
	12



	 Muzaffarnagar
	3

(50.00)
	1

(16.67)
	2

(33.33)
	6

	 Total
	81

(27.27)
	74

(24.92)
	142

(47.81)
	297


 (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
Again, about half of the women prisoners were of the view that higher education to girls may be to some extent 103 (42.42 percent). However, only 64 (21.55 percent) are in favour of higher education. Views of respondents regarding higher education is being given in Table No. 5.13.

Table 5.13  

Views of Respondents Regarding Higher Education to Girls

	District
	Higher Education to Girls
	N

	
	Yes
	No
	To limited extant
	

	Azamgarh
	3

(15.00)
	8

(40.00)
	9

(45.00)
	20

	Jaunpur
	2

(10.00)
	16

(80.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20

	Ballia
	4

(20.00)
	16

(80.00)
	---


	20

	Varanasi
	5

(25.00)
	12

(60.00)
	3

(15.00)
	20

	Ghazipur
	4

(20.00)
	2

(10.00)
	14

(70.00)
	20

	Sultanpur
	10

(50.00)
	8

(40.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20

	Barabanki
	4

(20.00)
	3

(15.00)
	13

(65.00)
	20

	Faizabad
	6

(30.00)
	2

(10.00)
	12

(60.00)
	20

	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	2

(10.00)
	5

(25.00)
	13

(65.00)
	20

	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	1

(5.00)
	8

(40.00)
	11

(55.00)
	20

	Naini 

Central Jail
	2

(10.00)
	10

(50.00)
	8

(40.00)
	20

	Gorakhpur
	2

(10.00)
	2

(10.00)
	16

(80.00)
	20

	 Sitapur
	1

(12.50)
	1

(12.50)
	6

(75.00)
	8

	 Rai Bareli
	1

(25.00)
	1

(25.00)
	2

(50.00)
	4

	 Banda
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	6

	 Mahoba
	---
	2

(66.67)
	1

(33.33)
	3

	 Bulandshahar
	1

(20.00)
	3

(60.00)
	1

(20.00)
	5

	 Ghaziabad
	3

(42.86)
	1

(14.29)
	3

(42.86)
	7

	 Meerut
	2

(33.33)
	1

(16.67)
	3

(50.00)
	6

	 Agra
	6

(50.00)
	2

(16.67)
	4

(33.33)
	12

	 Muzaffarnagar
	3

(50.00)
	2

(33.33)
	1

(16.67)
	6

	 Total
	64

(21.55)
	107

(36.03)
	126

(42.42)
	297


 (Figures in brackets indicate percentage
Family Structure and Accommodation:

The structure of the family in terms of its size, and living conditions play an important role in determining the behaviour of a person. Family accommodation affects the conditions of lodging, dwelling, amenities enjoyed, as also the sanitary conditions, which is turn, affects socialization, supervision and control of the members within the family. The situation in the family becomes more aggravated when the bigger sized families are housed in small, inadequate accommodation. The problem of adjustment is very much associated with the structure of family and its size. It is revealed from the study that 69.70 percent women offenders were belonging to nuclear family where family control prevails. About one fourth respondent reported that they belong to joint families. This was reported highest in Mahoba (66.67 percent) followed by Meerut (33.33 percent), Agra (33.33 percent), Sultanpur (40 percent) and Faizabad (30 percent). 

Table 5.14 : Type of Family

	District
	Joint
	Nuclear
	Mixed
	N

	Azamgarh
	6

(30.00)
	14

(70.00)
	---
	20



	Jaunpur
	4

(20.00)
	14

(70.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Ballia
	6

(30.00)
	12

(60.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Varanasi
	5

(25.00)
	15

(75.00)
	---
	20



	Ghazipur
	2

(10.00)
	18

(90.00)
	---
	20



	Sultanpur
	8

(40.00)
	12

(60.00)
	---
	20



	Barabanki
	9

(45.00)
	11

(55.00)
	---
	20



	Faizabad
	6

(30.00)
	14

(70.00)
	---
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	4

(20.00)
	16

(80.00)
	---
	20

	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	3

(15.00)
	17

(85.00)
	---
	20

	Naini Central Jail
	5

(25.00)
	15

(75.00)
	---
	20

	Gorakhpur
	3

(15.00)
	17

(85.00)
	---
	20



	Sitapur
	2

(25.00)
	5

(62.50)
	1

(12.50)
	8

	Rai Bareli
	1

(25.00)
	3

(75.00)
	---
	4

	Banda
	1

(16.67)
	4

(66.67)
	1

(16.67)
	6

	Mahoba
	2

(66.67)
	1

(33.33)
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	1

(20.00)
	3

(60.00)
	1

(20.00)
	5

	Ghaziabad
	2

(28.57)
	4

(57.14)
	1

(14.29)
	7

	Meerut
	2

(33.33)
	3

(50.00)
	1

(16.67)
	6

	Agra
	4

(33.33)
	6

(50.00)
	2

(16.67)
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	2

(16.67)
	3

(50.00)
	1

(16.67)
	6

	Total
	78

(26.26)
	207

(69.70)
	12

(4.04)
	297


                               (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
Majority of the women offenders belong to large family size.  The majority of the respondents were drawn from poor housing condition since large size of family cannot ensure proper housing conditions. Details are being given in Table No. 5.15.

Out of total family member, 51.47 percent were males while 48.53 percent were females. Again, more than half of the population has been reported to be unmarried (52.72 percent) while percentage of married population has been reported to be small (36.29) percent). Thus, it shows that the total family size is 7 members. Details of sex and marital status of household population are being given in Table No. 5.16.
Table 5.15 

Total Family Member

	District
	1-3
	4-6
	7-9
	10 to Above
	N

	Azamgarh
	4

(20.00)
	8

(40.00)
	6

(30.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Jaunpur
	---
	12

(60.00)
	8

(40.00)
	---
	20



	Ballia
	1

(5.00)
	9

(45.00)
	9

(45.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Varanasi
	3

(15.00)
	7

(35.00)
	9

(45.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Ghazipur
	2

(10.00)
	6

(30.00)
	8

(40.00)
	4

(20.00)
	20



	Sultanpur
	1

(5.00)
	10

(50.00)
	7

(35.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Barabanki
	4

(20.00)
	10

(50.00)
	5

(25.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Faizabad
	3

(15.00)
	12

(60.00)
	3

(15.00)
	2

(10.00)
	20



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	4

(20.00)
	10

(50.00)
	5

(25.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	3

(15.00)
	13

(65.00)
	4

(10.00)
	---
	20

	Naini Central Jail
	2

(10.00)
	7

(35.00)
	10

(50.00)
	1

(5.00)
	20



	Gorakhpur
	3

(15.00)
	4

(20.00)
	10

(50.00)
	3

(15.00)
	20



	Sitapur
	1

(12.50)
	6

(75.00)
	1

(12.50)
	---
	8

	Rai Bareli
	---
	3

(75.00)
	1

(25.00)
	---
	4

	Banda
	2

(33.33)
	3

(50.00)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	6

	Mahoba
	---
	2

(66.67)
	1

(33.33)
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	---
	3

(60.00)
	2

(40.00)
	---
	5

	Ghaziabad
	2

(28.57)
	4

(57.14)
	1

(14.29)
	---
	7

	Meerut
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	---
	6

	Agra
	2

(16.67)
	8

(66.67)
	2

(16.67)
	---
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	1

(16.67)
	3

(50.00)
	2

(33.33)
	---
	6

	Total
	40

(13.47)
	142

(47.81)
	97

(32.66)
	18

(6.06)
	297


                        (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
Table 5.16 

Sex of Marital Status of Household Population

	District
	Male
	Female
	N
	Unmarried
	Married
	Separate
	Widow
	N

	Azamgarh
	67

(47.86)
	73

(52.14)
	140
	77

(55.00)
	50

(35.71)
	3

(2.14)
	10

(7.14)
	140



	Jaunpur
	78

(52.70)
	70

(47.30)
	148
	79

(53.38)
	52

(35.13)
	5

(3.38)
	12

(8.11)
	148



	Ballia
	78

(57.78)
	57

(42.22)
	135
	76

(56.30)
	48

(35.56)
	2

(1.48)
	9

(6.66)
	135



	Varanasi
	72

(49.66)
	73

(50.34)
	145
	78

(53.79)
	51

(33.10)
	3

(2.07)
	13

(8.97)
	145



	Ghazipur
	75

(50.00)
	75

(50.00)
	150
	80

(5.33)
	55

(36.67)
	---
	15

(10.00)
	150



	Sultanpur
	71

(50.35)
	70

(49.65)
	141
	78

(55.32)
	49

(34.75)
	4

(2.84)
	10

(7.09)
	141



	Barabanki
	73

(51.41)
	69

(48.59)
	142
	71

(50.00)
	56

(39.44)
	6

(4.23)
	9

(6.33)
	142



	Faizabad
	70

(51.85)
	65

(48.14)
	135
	71

(52.59)
	50

(37.04)
	3

(2.22)
	11

(8.15)
	135



	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	73

(51.77)
	68

(48.23)
	141
	72

(51.06)
	52

(36.88)
	4

(2.84)
	13

(9.22)
	141



	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	78

(52.35)
	71

(47.65)
	149
	79

(53.02)
	51

(3.36)
	5

(3.36)
	14

(5.40)
	149

	Naini Central Jail
	74

(49.31)
	72

(49.32)
	146
	73

(50.00)
	55

(37.67)
	3

(2.05)
	15

(10.27)
	146

	Gorakhpur
	75

(49.67)
	76

(50.33)
	151
	79

(52.32)
	57

(37.75)
	6

(3.97)
	9

(5.96)
	151



	Sitapur
	25

(52.08)
	23

(47.92)
	48
	20

(41.67)
	21

(43.75)
	3

(6.25)
	4

(8.33)
	48

	Rai Bareli
	14

(53.85)
	12

(46.15)
	26
	16

(61.54)
	8

(30.77)
	1

(3.85)
	1

(3.84)
	26

	Banda
	21

(58.33)
	15

(41.67)
	36
	16

(44.44)
	14

(38.89)
	4

(11.11)
	2

(5.56)
	36

	Mahoba
	10

(50.00)
	10

(50.00)
	20
	10

(50.00)
	8

(40.00)
	---
	2

(10.00)
	20

	Buland

shahar
	15

(46.88)
	17

(53.13)
	32
	14

(43.75)
	11

(34.38)
	4

(12.50)
	3

(9.38)
	32

	Ghaziabad
	24

(54.54)
	20

(45.46)
	44
	25

(56.82)
	14

(31.82)
	2

(4.55)
	3

(6.82)
	44

	Meerut
	17

(47.22)
	19

(52.78)
	36
	18

(50.00)
	12

(33.33)
	3

(8.33)
	3

(8.33)
	36

	Agra
	37

(52.86)
	33

(47.14)
	70
	40

(57.14)
	26

(37.14)
	3

(4.29)
	1

(1.43)
	70

	Muzaffar

Nagar
	21

(52.50)
	19

(47.50)
	40
	22

(55.00)
	13

(32.50)
	4

(10.00)
	1

(2.50)
	40

	Total
	1068

(51.47)
	1007

(48.53)
	2075
	1094

(52.72)
	753

(36.29)
	68

(3.28)
	160

(7.71)
	2075


 (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
During the course of the study, it was found that majority of the working population are housewives and labourers. Their income level is low. Only a small proportion of the respondents belong to lower higher class of economy. Details about the activity status of family members are being given in Table No. 5.17:

Table 5.17  

Activity status of Family Members 

	District
	Small Children
	School 

going 

Children
	Working
	Employed
	House Wife
	Age/

Disabled
	Total

	Azamgarh
	26
	40
	30
	10
	22
	12
	140

	Jaunpur
	30
	35
	35
	12
	27
	9
	148

	Ballia
	21
	36
	22
	17
	28
	10
	135

	Varanasi
	20
	28
	50
	11
	25
	11
	145

	Ghazipur
	29
	27
	38
	12
	29
	15
	150

	Sultanpur
	27
	28
	43
	5
	30
	8
	141

	Barabanki
	22
	25
	50
	9
	26
	10
	142

	Faizabad
	20
	27
	36
	12
	29
	11
	135

	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	30
	21
	49
	10
	25
	5
	140

	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	15
	38
	63
	5
	20
	8
	149

	Naini Central Jail
	28
	30
	44
	9
	25
	10
	146

	Gorakhpur
	31
	22
	55
	3
	27
	12
	151

	Sitapur
	9
	11
	12
	13
	3
	---
	48

	Rai Bareli
	7
	8
	10
	1
	---
	---
	26

	Banda
	5
	9
	20
	2
	---
	---
	36

	Mahoba
	4
	6
	9
	1
	---
	---
	20

	Bulandshahar
	6
	8
	10
	6
	2
	---
	32

	Ghaziabad
	10
	15
	6
	10
	3
	---
	44

	Meerut
	8
	10
	12
	3
	3
	---
	36

	Agra
	15
	25
	20
	8
	2
	---
	70

	Muzaffarnagar
	10
	12
	8
	7
	3
	---
	40

	Total
	373s
	461
	622
	166
	329
	121
	2075


Though, the majority of the respondents reported that they are living in their own house but houses not electrified and no toilet facility is available to them. They are dependent on indigenous hand pumps for drinking water. Housing conditions are given in Table No. 5.18:
Table 5.18  

Housing Condition

	District
	Ownership of House
	Electric of House
	Toilet
	Source of Drinking Water
	N

	
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No 
	India Marka II
	Tap
	India Marka
	Well
	Other
	

	Azamgarh
	20
	---
	5
	15
	4
	16
	3
	2
	12
	3
	---
	---

	Jaunpur
	20
	---
	12
	8
	3
	17
	4
	6
	8
	2
	---
	---

	Ballia
	20
	---
	8
	12
	2
	18
	4
	3
	11
	2
	---
	---

	Varanasi
	15
	5
	17
	3
	12
	8
	2
	---
	15
	3
	---
	---

	Ghazipur
	17
	3
	5
	15
	2
	18
	3
	---
	15
	2
	---
	---

	Sultanpur
	18
	2
	8
	12
	5
	15
	4
	3
	11
	2
	---
	---

	Barabanki
	19
	1
	7
	13
	3
	17
	3
	2
	10
	2
	3
	---

	Faizabad
	16
	4
	9
	11
	6
	14
	6
	3
	8
	1
	2
	---

	Lucknow Distt. Jail
	18
	2
	6
	14
	3
	17
	7
	---
	10
	1
	2
	---

	Adarsh Karagar Lko.
	17
	3
	7
	13
	5
	15
	6
	3
	9
	1
	1
	---

	Naini Central Jail
	16
	4
	3
	17
	
	20
	2
	1
	12
	2
	3
	---

	Gorakhpur
	18
	2
	6
	14
	1
	19
	2
	---
	12
	2
	4
	---

	Sitapur
	8
	---
	2
	6
	---
	8
	2
	---
	1
	3
	2
	8

	Rai Bareli
	4
	---
	1
	3
	---
	4
	1
	---
	2
	---
	1
	4

	Banda
	6
	---
	3
	3
	---
	6
	2
	---
	1
	3
	---
	6

	Mahoba
	3
	---
	---
	3
	---
	3
	1
	---
	---
	2
	---
	3

	Bulandshahar
	5
	---
	1
	4
	1
	4
	2
	---
	---
	3
	---
	5

	Ghaziabad
	4
	3
	2
	5
	4
	3
	2
	---
	---
	2
	3
	7

	Meerut
	5
	1
	2
	4
	4
	2
	3
	---
	---
	2
	1
	6

	Agra
	4
	8
	8
	4
	6
	6
	3
	---
	2
	3
	4
	12

	Muzaffarnagar
	4
	2
	1
	5
	3
	3
	3
	---
	1
	1
	1
	6

	Total
	257
	40
	113
	184
	64
	233
	65
	23
	140
	42
	27
	297


They are mainly living in Kachcha houses. The land holding size also reveals that most of the women offenders are belonging to small and marginal land size. Moreover, a high proportion of the respondents also revealed that they are landless. Economic status of family is given in Table No. 5.19:

Table 5.19 

Economic Status of Family

	District
	Type of House
	Size of land Holding
	Income Level
	N

	
	Pakka
	Kachcha
	Semi Pacca
	Land Less
	Small
	Marginal
	Large
	Low
	Middle
	Upper Middle
	Lower Higher
	

	Azamgarh
	4
	14
	2
	8
	7
	3
	2
	12
	6
	2
	
	20

	Jaunpur
	12
	4
	4
	4
	14
	2
	
	14
	5
	1
	
	20

	Ballia
	6
	12
	2
	9
	7
	3
	1
	10
	6
	3
	1
	20

	Varanasi
	13
	5
	2
	10
	4
	2
	4
	6
	5
	4
	5
	20

	Ghazipur
	10
	7
	3
	8
	4
	5
	3
	8
	5
	4
	3
	20

	Sultanpur
	8
	10
	2
	5
	8
	4
	3
	9
	6
	2
	3
	20

	Barabanki
	6
	12
	2
	4
	8
	6
	2
	10
	6
	3
	1
	20

	Faizabad
	5
	14
	1
	5
	9
	4
	2
	8
	6
	4
	2
	20

	Lucknow 

Distt. Jail
	6
	12
	2
	14
	4
	2
	-
	13
	4
	1
	2
	20

	Adarsh 

Karagar Lko.
	8
	10
	2
	10
	6
	3
	1
	11
	3
	4
	2
	20

	Naini 

Central Jail
	6
	13
	1
	14
	4
	2
	-
	15
	3
	2
	-
	20

	Gorakhpur
	12
	6
	2
	6
	12
	2
	-
	10
	9
	1
	-
	20

	Sitapur
	3
	4
	1
	3
	4
	1
	
	4
	3
	1
	
	8

	Rai Bareli
	1
	2
	1
	2
	1
	1
	
	2
	2
	
	
	4

	Banda
	1
	3
	2
	2
	3
	1
	
	3
	2
	1
	
	6

	Mahoba
	
	
	3
	1
	2
	
	
	1
	2
	
	
	3

	Buland

Shahar
	
	4
	1
	2
	3
	
	
	3
	1
	1
	
	5

	Ghaziabad
	3
	2
	2
	4
	2
	1
	
	4
	2
	1
	
	7

	Meerut
	1
	2
	3
	3
	1
	2
	
	4
	2
	
	
	6

	Agra
	5
	3
	4
	9
	3
	
	
	7
	2
	3
	
	12

	Muzaffar

Nagar
	2
	2
	2
	4
	2
	
	
	2
	3
	1
	
	6

	Total
	112
	141
	44
	127
	108
	44
	18
	156
	83
	39
	19
	297


Relationship Patterns:
 As expenses accommodated through interaction during the formative periods in familial setting play a dominating role in shaping the pattern of one’s behaviour. Therefore, it thought important to delve into the relationships of the child with the family. The family behaviour towards women offenders was reported general (36.65 percent) in most of the areas however; about 2.98 percent respondents reported that their relations were tense and stressed. Details are given in Table No. 5.20.

Table 5.20  

Family Behavior toward Respondents

	Persons
	Cooperative
	General
	Neutral
	Tense/ Stress
	N

	Husband
	32

(10.77)
	75

(25.25)
	180

(60.61)
	10

(3.37)
	297



	Mother-in-law
	30

(10.10)
	80

(26.94)
	175

(58.92)
	12

(4.04)
	297



	Father-in-law
	22

(7.41)
	65

(21.89)
	200

(67.34)
	10

(3.37)
	297



	Father
	27

(9.09)
	220

(74.07)
	50

(16.84)
	---
	297



	Sister-in-law
	32

(10.77)
	70

(23.57)
	165

(55.56)
	30

(10.10)
	297



	Children
	75

(25.25)
	200

(67.34)
	22

(7.41)
	---
	297



	Others
	---
	52

(17.51)
	245

(82.49)
	---
	297



	Total
	218

(10.49)
	762

(36.65)
	1037

(49.88)
	62

(2.98)
	2079


                 (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
It was reported highest in case of sister in law (10.10 percent) mother in law (4.07 percent) and husband (3.37 percent). Similarly, respondents behaviour with their family members was reported to be normal in most of the cases (40.10 percent) while 3.75 percent respondents accepted that their behaviour is tense and stressed. It was recorded highest in case of sister law (13.47 percent) and mother in laws (7.07 percent). About two fifth respondents accepted that their relations with other relatives are not good. Details are in Table No. 5.21. 

Table 5.21 

Your behavior with your Family Member 
	Persons
	Cooperative
	General
	Neutral
	Tense/ Stress
	N

	Husband
	80

(26.94)
	125

(42.09)
	75

(25.27)
	17

(5.72)
	297



	Mother-in-law
	38

(12.79)
	150

(50.51)
	88

(29.63)
	21

(7.07)
	297



	Father-in-law
	7

(2.36)
	200

(67.34)
	90

(30.30)
	---
	297



	Father
	5

(1.68)
	210

(70.71)
	82

(27.61)
	---
	297



	Sister-in-law
	10

(3.37)
	150

(50.51)
	97

(32.66)
	40

(13.47)
	297



	Children
	180

(60.61)
	75

(22.27)
	42

(14.14)
	---
	297



	Others
	7

(2.36)
	40

(13.47)
	250

(84.18)
	---
	297



	Total
	327

(15.73)
	950

(45.10)
	724

(34.82)
	78

(3.75)
	2079


                (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)
Women’s participation in decision-making process was enquired. Overall, the majority of the women offenders were of the view that their view in family matters is not taken seriously or encouraged. Only 2.22 percent women accepted that their decision in family matters is being encouraged. Thus, women offenders are neglected in most of the decision being taken in families. Details are in Table No. 5.22 below:

Table 5.22  

Participation in Decision Making

	Head
	Encouraging
	General
	Neutral
	Exciting
	N

	Family budget
	7

(2.36)
	50

(16.84)
	40

(13.47)
	200

(67.34)
	297

	Parched assets
	12

(4.04)
	140

(47.14)
	45

(15.15)
	100

(33.67)
	297

	Rationing
	7

(2.36)
	10

(3.37)
	200

(67.34)
	80

(26.94)
	297

	Social Relatives
	5

(1.68)
	72

(24.24)
	175

(58.92)
	45

(15.15)
	297

	Education of Children
	2

(4.04)
	40

(13.47)
	80

(26.94)
	175

(58.92)
	297

	Total
	33

(2.22)
	312

(21.01)
	540

(36.36)
	600

(40.41)
	1485




                  (Figures in brackets indicate percentage)

Women Criminalities: 

The nature of criminal by women implied that the majority of women prisoners were imprisoned due to dowry deaths (42.42 percent) and murder (23.57 percent). The proportion of women offenders who were imprisoned due to dowry death was reported highest in Jaunpur (80.0 percent) followed by Sultanpur (75.0 percent), Azamgarh (70 percent) and Mahoba (66.67 percent). Women criminality is more confined to murders and dowry cases. Details are being given in Table No. 5.23.

In case of murder, highest number of women offenders were found belonging to general castes and Scheduled Castes. However, majority of women offenders imprisoned for dowry cases were belonging to scheduled castes. Details are in Table No. 5.24.

Table 5.24  

Caste wise Criminality among Women

	Crime
	General
	O.B.C.
	S.C.
	S.T.
	Muslim
	N

	Murder
	15

(21.43)
	20

(28.57)
	24

(34.29)
	2

(2.86)
	9

(12.86)
	70

	Attempt to murder
	3

(42.86)
	2

(28.57)
	2

(28.57)
	---
	---
	7

	Murder without intention
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---

	Kidnapping
	3

(8.33)
	9

(25.00)
	12

(33.33)
	---
	12

(33.33)
	36

	Dacoity
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---



	Attempt to dacoity 
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---
	---

	Loot
	1

(12.50)
	1

(12.50)
	4

(50.00)
	---


	2

(35.00)
	8

	Theft
	1

(25.00)
	1

(25.00)
	2

(50.00)
	---


	---
	4

	Communal Violence
	3

(21.43)
	3

(21.43)
	5

(35.71)
	---
	3

(21.43)
	14

	Cheating
	1

(50.00)
	---
	---
	        ---
	1

(50.00)
	2

	Dowry death
	25

(19.84)
	28

(22.22)
	62

(49.21)
	---
	11

(8.73)
	126

	Torture
	---
	1

(33.33)
	2

(66.67)
	---
	---
	3

	Drug (N.T.P.C.)
	2

(9.52)
	8

(38.10)
	3

(14.29)
	---
	8

(38.10)
	21

	Others
	1

(16.67)
	2

(33.33)
	2

(33.33)
	1

(16.67)
	---
	6

	Total
	55

(18.52)
	75

(25.25)
	118

(39.73)
	3

(1.01)
	46

(15.49)
	297


(Figures given in brackets indicate percentage)
The above analysis of the causative factors in female criminality by and large sheds light on the nature of compulsions and strains that confront Indian women in the contemporary era. Crime is a chain of reaction to problems than apparently cannot be solved in any other way since it is a response, which a human being makes to inner emotional distress. Looking at the incidence of crime in the perspective of the states of women in a society like India, cultural patterns, socio-economic conditions, disjunction between means and personal desires are all very significant and these act as inhibiting or encouraging factors in forcing women to take to different means for satisfying their desires. 
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