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CHAPTER – II

THE DESIGN AND EXECUTION OF THE STUDY

1. INTRODUCTION: 


India has the second largest tribal population of the world next only to the African countries, as two hundred and fifty tribal groups live in isolated regions and constitute 7.76 per cent of the total population of the country. The Scheduled Tribes (ST) differs considerably from another race, language, culture and beliefs in their myths and customs. The groups are speaking about 105 languages and 225 subsidiary languages.


Most of the tribal communities are living in the remotest corners of the state and in the hilly forest regions. The forest area in India extended to about 75 million hectares, which in terms of geographical area is approximately 22 per cent of the total land. Out of this, 9.5 million hectares is fallow and 7 million hectares is under shrub formation. Thus, an actual forest area is less than 17 per cent. The total area under forest in Tamil Nadu is 21,072 sq.km. of which 17,264 sq.km. is reserved forest and 3,808 sq.kms is reserved land. This constitutes 16 per cent of the total geographical area of the State.


The Scheduled Tribes in 25 States / Union Territories of India can be divided into two categories. The State of Tamil Nadu comes under the category of having less than 50 per cent of tribal population and the group consists of 7 States/Union Territories, namely, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Goa and Daman Diu. The Tribal population in Tamil Nadu constitutes 1.09 per cent of the State’s total population. There are 36 tribal communities living in the state. These tribes are widely distributed over the 16 districts in the state. This wide dispersal of ST population in certain districts made it difficult for identifying area meant for providing special administration and development inputs in the State. In all the dispersal areas, Scheduled Tribes constitute less than 1 per cent of the general population in the respective districts.


Scheduled Tribes of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka can be broadly classified into five economic categories based on their predominant economic activity, viz., (i) settled cultivators—traditional Malayalis, (ii) shifting cultivators—Sholaga, (iii) pastoral people—Todas, (iv) Artisans—Koyas and Koragas and (v) food gathering, hunting, fishing and food collection—Irula, Kurumba, Mudugar, Malasar, Urali, Paliyans.

2. SCOPE OF THE STUDY:


India is one of the countries having a large concentration of tribal population. In this, it ranks second in the world and comes next only to Africa. The extreme economic and educational backwardness of the tribals in the country has drawn the attention of the state and Central Governments. The Anthropologists have studied the socio-cultural system and taboos of the tribals and have produced volumes of literature. Many socio-economic measures to uplift the tribals were initiated by India under the Colonial British rule. The efforts of various commissions and legislative measures have proved futile. A number of developmental activities intended for protecting the tribals from exploitation and meant for helping them to further their socio-economic development have not yielded fruitful results as expected. The post-independence era witnessed a large number of developmental measures, policies and programmes that focussed on the overall development of the tribal areas. Ever since the planning process was initiated in the country through five-year plans, the tribal    uplift in the country has gained importance. The Constitutional provisions and legislative measures both during the British rule and during the Post–independent period to protect the tribal rights, property, culture, had a significant   bearing on the overall tribal economy and socio-cultural system but they failed to have any impact on the improvement of the economic conditions of the tribal population.

After the initiation of the planned development programmes in the country from the first five year plan during 1960s till the present Xth five year plan, many programmes were implemented for the socio-economic upliftment of the tribals both by the State and the Central Governments. The effectiveness and impact of these programmes have not been thoroughly evaluated in the country except in a few pockets. There are a few studies made particularly in Tamil Nadu by the government agencies that have evaluated the impact of these tribal development programmes. However, these studies fail to bring out the chronic inadequacies in the implementation of the programmes. Therefore, it is necessary to evaluate thoroughly the tribal development programmes in the state of Tamil Nadu, which has the highest tribal population. This project attempts to study the tribal concentrated districts in the state on selective basis with a view to thoroughly evaluating the socio-cultural & economic impact of the various tribal development programmes at the grass-root level.  

3.  REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
There is a large and mounting body of literature on the tribals of India. Anthropologists, Sociologists, historians and economists have studied the tribal problems from various angles using different methodologies. Hence, our knowledge of the tribal scenario in the country has definitely been improving over the years. In this part   we propose to review the major works on tribal development. However, prior to doing that, it is considered essential to make a few observations on the literature on tribals in general so that we will be able to place the development issues in their larger contexts. While speaking about the literature on tribals the most important thing to be borne in mind is the fact that it was anthropologists who initiated tribal studies and thereby brought to the attention of the society, the concentration of forces and process pertaining to them. In fact, more than undertaking scholarly investigations, they were rendering yeomen service, by going to the inaccessible and inhospitable forest regions, staying among the tribals, braving inclement weather and wild animals, studying the tribals at close quarters using the method of participant observation and bringing to the attention of the larger society the problems of the people hitherto unknown. These initiatives have facilitated general administration and have triggered off the formulation and implementation of programmes supporting to ameliorate the conditions of the tribals. In the colonial period anthropological studies were functionally connected with administration. This ameliorated the frame of reference and impressions about tribals in the subsequent periods to a very great extent.

             Another view, which came to be classified as a result of the scheme of classical anthropology, was that the tribes were a homogeneous, undifferentiated groups of people. The view prompted the policy makers and administrators to adopt uniform policies and programmes for the tribals.

According to Ghanshyam Sha the process of change had started long ago. Indeed this process of change is irreversible. S.N. Misra, for example, while speaking about the economic formations and their dissolutions among the tribals of Arunachal Pradesh, maintains that the traditional tribal economic basis is still predominant. One important feature of the tribal scenario in India is its fast transformation. The basic factor for this transformation process operates at the level of economy. The tribals are increasingly giving up their traditional occupations. K.P. Singh pointed out way back in 1982 that the tribals practising ‘shifting cultivations’ constituted only 8.7% of the total tribal people in the country.

A striking feature of the voluminous literature on Tribals is the focus on three   basic problems that confront the tribals viz. (1) Land alienation (2) Bonded Labour (3) Indebtedness. In a sense, these three are interrelated problems. Many writers hold that law is the principal cause for the structural retrogression of the tribal existence. 

Various methods are used by non-tribals to circumvent the laws to acquire the lands of tribals.  Prabahar Reddy lists them out as (1) Benami transfers (2) Transfer to non tribals in the form of lease (3) Transfer in the name of tribal servants (4) Marital alliance with a tribal lady for the sake of transfer of land in her name (5) Transfer without any record (6) Encroachment by force. Once they need money, the Scheduled Tribes approach the moneylenders and traders and borrow money from them. When they are not in a position to pay back, the latter exploits them. This results in the dispossession of their lands.


Studying the socio-economic adjustments of tribals of Tripura, B.P. Misra has found that intra and inter-tribe differences never assumed serious proportions; it is only the contact with the non-tribals that has always been responsible for the distress of the tribals.

Another salient feature of tribal existence in India is the problem of indebtedness, which is the natural outcome of the exploitation of tribals. This fact has been succinctly brought out by N.N. Vyal in his systematic study on bondage and exploitations in Tribal India. Analyzing the socio-economic dimensions of indebtedness and exploitation among tribal and other communities, it has also been observed that massive welfare programmes that are introduced do not reach the tribes.

In fact, in many countries the rulers resort to formulating and implementing welfare programmes and thereby they create the impression that they have great concern for the poor. Politicians indeed vie with one another in proposing and undertaking welfare programmes. In view of the above observations a visible and sustaining policy oriented towards the creation of an equitable and non–exploitative social order is essential for development. Development is a constructive and multi–dimensional process stemming from the creative genius of the people .In this sense development programmes should play a catalytic role in activating the latent energies of the society.

Since independence the Central and State governments have been formulating and implementing several programmes of tribal welfare. But, according to Ajit Singh, these programmes have made little change in the life of tribals. Brethern Singh rightly maintains that there must be something wrong either with the development programmes or with the tribals themselves. He points out that these programmes are by and large bureaucratic because they are planned from above and are implemented by non-committed officials.

The tribals are seldom involved in the formulation and implementation of the programmes.  Today, as K.L. Kothari asserts, the tribes are caught between two conflicting problems: (i) a keen desire to retain their separate identity and (ii) willingness to join the national mainstream.  Kulkarni categorically states that if the primitive man differs from the civilized man, it is because the primitive community differs from the others in matters such as values and beliefs.


In fact, as Nirmal Sengupta maintains, the process of rapid industrialization since independence has added another dimension to the problems of the tribals as the majority of the tribal concentrations in the country are in areas endowed with natural resources.  According to Geethamenon, the impact of the loss of common property resources is very severe on tribal women.  In an article appropriately titled “Tribal women victims of the development process”, Amiya K. Kishan, a tribal leader, educationist and a former Union Minister, says that today tribes are being decimated by both genocide and ethnocide.  When the tribals are uprooted from their forests to make way for modern industries, it is genocide and when their culture is systematically destroyed, it is ethnocide.


In the foregoing paragraphs, we have made an attempt to review the important works on tribal development.  A significant fact that has emerged from the review is the lack of consensus regarding the perception of the problems and the solutions thereof and the judgement on the outcome of the developmental efforts made so far.  It seems that the tribals like to be upwardly mobile.  This being so, the crucial question would be whether the development agencies have properly played the facilitating role expected of them.  Therefore, the present study will be helpful in providing information on the questions taken up for discussion.  It is hoped that such a study would be helpful to planners, policy makers, administrators, N.G.O’s, self-help groups, development agencies and social organizations in implementing the welfare and developmental programmes for Tribal upliftment in a useful way.


In order to improve the structure and organisation of co-operatives in the tribal areas on the one side and to examine the problem of exploitation of tribals on the other side, a Committee on cooperative Structure in Tribal areas recommended the organisation of Integrated Credit-cum-Marketing Co-operative Societies termed LAMP Co-operative Societies at the primary level to meet multifarious requirements of tribals.


By way of giving a package of services, these societies ensure a faster growth rate of tribal economy in our country. With a view to analyzing the performance of co-operatives particularly LAMP societies in tribal areas, many research studies have been conducted by individual researchers, State Governments, Reserve Bank of India and other research organisations. Some of the earlier attempts made on these lines are reviewed below.


According to the study conducted by P.V. Rao (1974), the socio-economic conditions of Girijans in Andhra Pradesh had improved a lot due to various welfare measures implemented by the Girijan Co-operative Corporation, which is an apex organisation of 30 primary co-operative societies, making a modest beginning in 1956, and becoming operative in 13 districts of the State through 290 domestic requisite depots for the benefit of tribals.


A. Van Exem (1978) discussed the working of Chotanagpur Catholic Mission Co-operative Society in Ranchi. It is a primary society organised by Fr. J. Hoffmann, a German Missionary in 1909, to free the tribals from the clutches of moneylenders by way of providing financial assistance on the one side and giving moral and economic training on the other side which would in the course of time enable them to manage their own financial business.


A study of 10 LAMP societies (1979) was carried out by the Reserve Bank of India in the State of Rajasthan and this led to the main findings that the area of LAMP was too large. They were weak in their functioning, were manned by insufficient staff, the membership and the turnover were low and lacked co-ordination with the District Central Co-operative Banks. For revitalization of these societies in order to make them purposeful, the study pointed out many recommendations relating to their jurisdiction, membership pattern, conversion of existing primary credit societies into LAMPS etc.


An evaluation study of 60 LAMP societies (1980) was conducted by the Bihar State Planning Board through constitution of four teams, one each for administrative structure, credit, marketing and consumer goods. After critical review of the LAMPS in the state, the planning board made various invaluable suggestions for the development of the above societies as Unified Credit-cum-Marketing Centres.


Hemchand Jain and A.K. Sarawgi (1981) in their study pointed out the structural and operational changes in farm business of the selected tribal farmers after their utilisation of credit obtained from the co-operatives. The study examined some of the important aspects of farm credit that are having important bearing on the pace of agricultural production in tribal areas. It also investigated the impact of farm loans given by the co-operative organisations on farm income, production and employment of selected tribal farmers.


Another study viz, performance review of 404 LAMP societies in India (1981) was conducted by the National Bank of Agriculture and Rural Development in the States of Assam (10), Bihar (68), Gujarat (21), Karnataka (10), Madhya Pradesh (29), Maharashtra (65), Nagaland (2), Orissa (21), Rajasthan (44), Tamil Nadu (9), Uttar Pradesh (103), West Bengal (19), Goa, Diu and Daman (1) and Manipur (2). The study aimed at ascertaining whether they had shown better performance than their counterparts’ viz., the primary agricultural credit societies in ameliorating the lot of tribals and weaker sections.


The Vaikunth Mehta National Institute of Co-operative Management, Pune in its evaluation report (1982) has presented various aspects relating to performance as well as difficulties of LAMP societies. The institute team made a comprehensive study of one of LAMP societies in each of five states of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and Bihar and also recommended various suggestions on the basis of observations made during the course of the above study.


An attempt was made by both Jain H.C. and Sarawgi A.K. (1982) to analyse the impact of farm credit arranged by Co-operatives as well as commercial banks on farm production, income and employment opportunities of the sample tribal farmers in Madhya Pradesh. This study also explored the significance of tribal development programmes in the context of provision of credit made and the findings are also hopeful to farm financing institutions and planners to understand the credit problems faced by the tribal farmers in the state.


The Cultural Research Institute, West Bengal also conducted another sample evaluation survey of 10 LAMP societies in the State (1982) to examine the awareness of tribals about activities of LAMPS, managerial aspects of LAMPS, implementation of different sectoral schemes, etc. After brief review, the institute suggested that the board of directs of LAMPS should be more active, loans should be given in kind and not in cash, loan facility for animal husbandry schemes should be given preference, operational area of LAMPS should be more manageable and there should be proper planning in collection of minor forest-produce to create more employment opportunities for the tribals.


In 1983, the government of Tamil Nadu have ordered the Economist Group to conduct an evaluation study of 13 LAMP societies and their 15 branches in the state. This group analysed the importance of LAMPS with reference to the coverage of tribal population, quality of services offered, administrative, financial and operational efficiency of the LAMPS in the state and finally suggested various recommendations for healthy functioning of these societies in near future.


Pawar and others in their study dealt with the borrowing pattern of tribals from various sources, together with utilisation of loans, repayment of loans and impact of borrowings on farm income, expenditure, savings, etc. From this study it can be concluded that the extent of availability of credit from institutional sources was relatively very low in case of the tribal farms. Looking to the deficit budgets of the tribal farm families, the authors were of the opinion that suitable measures for supplying production and consumption credit in required quantum and on easy terms be resorted from the institutions like co-operative organisations in order to ameliorate economic conditions of the tribal farm families.


According to the study conducted by Dinbandhu Mahal in Orissa, the Tribal development Corporation in the state has rendered various praiseworthy services such as procurement and marketing of surplus agricultural and minor forest produces of tribal members and supply of basic consumer goods to the tribals through its fair price shops for the development of tribal community under the co-operative fold. He was of the opinion that corporation sold its procedures inside and outside the state as well as outside India also for the benefit of tribal farmers. It is also pertinent to mention that the procured commodities from tribals are sold by the corporation through negotiation at competitive rates and also through tenders.


It is clear from the above studies that literature on the role of LAMP Co-operative Societies in tribal development is too limited and incomprehensive because most of the studies high-lighted only on overall performance of the LAMPS in different selected tribal regions. But at the same time it is more important to examine the cause and effect relations between the relevant services and development of tribal economy. Further it is learnt that only a few researchers had made an attempt to study exclusively the role of LAMPS and their impact on the socio-economic development of the tribal communities. Hence the present research study made an attempt to explore this matter.

4. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROBLEM


In India, different tribal groups are living in various degrees of economic backwardness. They live generally in inhospitable terrain where productivity of the soil is low and their hamlets are found in the interior forest areas along with the hill streams. There are no communication facilities between the various isolated tribal groups, as well as between the tribal and the world at large. Normally they are below the poverty line, because their average daily income has been estimated about Rs.2. Their lands are dry, alienated and there are not irrigation facilities. They do not utilize chemical fertilizers, improved seeds, pesticides etc., in their lands. Tribal area agriculture is therefore somewhat different from other areas mainly on account of the difference in natural topography. And also the typical topography of undulating and hilly areas has made tribal area agriculture less profitable.


In addition, to relieve the tribals from the clutches of poverty and the exploitation by the moneylenders and private contractors in the tribal areas, a greater emphasis is being given by the Union Government and the State Governments to the implementation of various economic programmes for their economic upliftment. All these programmes, which help in minimizing incidence of exploitation, such as those in the fields of marketing, credit, supply of consumer goods and even informal rationing ensuring commodities at reasonable prices should have the highest priority.


Generally, the Organisation of LAMP Co-operative Society may influence the development of tribal economy in many ways. By way of providing integrated services in the tribal areas, these societies may help the tribal people to increase their income level, savings and investment and agricultural production. Besides, they may improve their agricultural practices, generate the additional employment opportunities, increase the wage rate of tribal labour, and to make more and more contact with the officials and non-officials. Hence, the researcher is interested to examine the working of these societies in the survey area and their above benefits to the tribal community and answers to the questions like, What are the services officered by the LAMPS for the development of tribal community? What are the areas in which tribal development is more or large? And, is the role-played by the LAMPS in the development of tribal economy desirable or not?  With a view to finding out the answers for the aforesaid questions, an attempt is being made by the researcher to study the role of LAMPS in tribal development in an empirical manner.

5. RESEARCH GAP

Only a few studies have been undertaken during the past years on tribal development and their land alienation. Each study has its own limitations. One common lacuna was that many studies were case studies covering tribal problems in general. Secondly the authors of various studies did not provide uniform data. Some relied on State government figures and some on Central government figures. They were not based on primary data.

Present study is devoid of such limitations and examined the following:

1. The living conditions, life-style and socio-economic characteristics of tribals.

2. The problems and causes for land alienation and indebtedness among tribals and scope for stopping land alienation and indebtedness among tribals.

3. The role of LAMP cooperatives in relation to tribal development in Tamil Nadu.

4. The Problems of Tribals.

6. JUSTIFICATION OF THE PRESENT STUDY


Tribal population occupies a significant place in Indian economy. Since independence a number of schemes have been introduced to improve the living conditions and emancipation of the tribals. Planned efforts have also been taken for tribal development. But the conditions and status of this population are yet to improve.


The Mid-term appraisal of ninth five-year-plan pointed out it is important to understand that tribal communities are vulnerable because they are poor, assetless and illiterate compared to the general population; often the distinct vulnerability arises from their inability to negotiate the cope with consequences of their forced integration with the mainstream economy, society, cultural and political system, from all of which they were historically protected by their relative isolation. After independence, the requirements of planned development brought with them dams, mines, industries and roads – all located on tribal lands. With these came the concomitant processes of displacement, literal and metaphorical. Tribal institutions and practices were forced into uneasy existence which gave way to market or formal state institutions. Tribals found themselves at a profound disadvantage in the face of an influx of better-equipped outsiders into tribal areas. The repercussions for the already fragile socio-economic livelihood base of the tribals were devastating – ranging from loss of livelihoods, land alienation on a vast scale, to hereditary bondage.


The planning commission has pointed out two important problems faced by the tribal population namely land alienation and indebtedness. As very few studies have been conducted on these issues, the present study has greater relevance on the following grounds.
1. In 1997-98 the department of rural development at the centre conducted a study on the problem of land alienation. The reports of the department confirm the transfer of tribal land to non-tribals but the benami transaction have not been highlighted anywhere. The present study fills this void and focuses on this issue.

2. The traditional skills in gathering the forest produce by the tribals lost significance with the introduction of state ownership of forest. So, from the position of food gatherers, the tribals were reduced to wage earners. The present study examines this issue also.

3. Cooperatives, Banks and similar agencies meant for the tribal development have not yielded any fruitful results. The mid-term appraisal says, “As the tribals have an innate fear based on bitter past experience of banks, cooperative institutions and other government sources of credit, they prefer the moneylender despite his usurious interest rates. Most banks and cooperatives are unwilling to provide consumption loans. The performance of these institutions is studied and the reason for the failure to uplift the tribals is also examined in this study.

4. One of major problems faced by the tribals is indebtedness. The apathy and indifference shown by the institutional financing agencies have driven the tribals to the moneylenders. The present study throws more light on the indebtedness, its causes and magnitude.

5. The indifference and unhelpful nature of officials of various departments connected to tribal development have not alleviated the sufferings of the tribal population. The present study aims to explore the nature of disinterest, disinterest of the officials, types of coordination that exist among various departments and the awareness of the tribals about government help

7. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:

The objectives of the study are as follows:

i) To analyse the socio-economic characteristics of tribals.

ii) To explore and explain the performance of tribal development programmes.

iii) To examine the forms of land alienation and assess the magnitude of the problem of alienation of tribal lands to non-tribal people and institutions.

iv) To analyse the causes of Land alienation and Indebtedness.

v) To study the role of LAMP cooperatives in the development of Tribal economy in Tamil Nadu.

vi) To focus the socio-economic problems of Tribals

vii) To examine the adequacy of laws and legal and administrative machinery for preventing alienation of tribal lands by non-tribals and their restoration to the tribals.

viii) To suggest suitable corrective and remedial measures.

8. HYPOTHESES TO BE TESTED:


In accordance with the objectives of the study the following hypotheses have been formulated to test their validity.

1. Land alienation takes place using the ignorance of the tribals.

2. Tribals are ignorant of various rights and privileges bestowed on them.

3. Land alienation has the connaivance of the officials.

4. The role of middlemen cum brokers poses a dangerous threat to the survival of the tribals in future.

5. Land alienation and indebtedness are interrelated.

6. Cooperatives and commercial banks have not helped to mitigate the indebtedness of the tribals.

7. A procedural delay of banks and cooperatives drives the tribals to the moneylenders.

8. Apathy and neglect of bank officials are the major hurdles for the tribals in getting their services.

9. Delayed credit, corruption and inadequate loans amounts made the institutional agencies unpopular.

10. Ignorance of procedures and rigidities in collection of loans by banking institutions fostered the pace of forced sale of lands.

11. Indebtedness leads to loss of land and makes the tribals bonded labours.

12. The integrated services of LAMPS and their impact on annual income, indebtedness, employment opportunities and agricultural practices of the tribals are interrelated.

9. WORKING DEFINITION OF CONCEPTS


The definitions of some of the important concepts, which are used in this study, are given below:

(1) Tribals: The definition of the term ‘tribe’ as it has emerged from the attempts of scholars on tribal life is “a social group usually with a definite area, dialect, cultural homogeneity and unifying social organisation”. A tribe ordinarily has an ancestral patron deity. The families or groups composing the larger tribal units are linked through “blood ties”, as the term is commonly used, and through religious, social and socio-economic functions.
(2) Alienation: This is a process through which the tribals lose/sell their land to non-tribals. With the loss of ownership of traditional land to others, they lose their livelihood and identity.
(3) Indebtedness: Long pending or accumulated loans to be repayable to the borrowers. Such borrowers are money-lenders, banks and cooperatives.
(4) Tribal zone: A forest area noted by the government exclusively for the tribal population. Outsiders are not expected to intrude into such areas. Such zones are notified to keep the identity of the tribal population.
(5) Disadvantaged group: A group of population, which is neglected and may not have enjoyed the fruits of the planned benefits.
(6) Bonded Labour: Subjecting oneself unconditionally to exploitation by the powerful. The basic rights and civic freedom would be denied.

(7) Shifting Cultivation: Changing the place and crop of cultivation. This is due to poor rainfall, lack of investment. Shifting cultivation cannot guarantee an income to the tribals. This may ultimately lead to land alienation and indebtedness.

(8) Tribal forest rights: The basic rights of tribals to acquire the forest produce and sell them in the market.

(9) Minor forest produce: Secondary forest products like honey, herbs, and firewood that are legally allowed to be collected and sold in the market by the tribals.

(10) Intellectual property rights of the tribals: “This is arising out of the process of Liberalisation and Globalisation. This results in the deprivation of their ownership rights over indigenous knowledge of various resources especially medicinal plants and their use”.

(11)  Displacement: Replacement of tribal population from their original place of settlement. This may be due to construction of dams, power projects and new industries. 

(12) Land Alienation defined: As per the guidelines of the government of India sale and mortgage of tribal lands to non-tribal people are considered as alienation of lands. Even leasing out lands against loans to non-tribal people are considered as alienation of lands, on the assumption that the tribals are unable to redeem their debts and get back their lands. Incidence of sale, mortgage and leasing out lands to tribals to take place, but they are beyond the purview of this survey. Loss of tribal lands to any government department including the forest department and private institution, voluntary organisations is also considered as alienation of tribal lands and so falls within the purview of this survey.

10. METHODOLOGY:


The operational methodology adopted for this study was as follows:

(A) Selection of the Study Area:


The study covers the states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka. However micro aspects of tribal life and economic development have also been included in the study. For this purpose the study was conducted at four levels applying historical and survey research methods. The first was regional level where mainly historical research method was adopted. At the second level, tribals, blocks, one in each region was selected for in-depth study. At the third level, hamlets with high tribal concentration, ten hamlets in each selected district were selected. At the fourth and lowest level a sample of tribal households was selected for in-depth study of the impact of development particularly the impact of financial institutions on the tribal life and economy and land alienation.


For selection of hamlets in the districts, three criteria have been adopted and they are as follows:

1. Proximity of the hamlets with infrastructural facilities.

2. Remote hill areas with non-availability of infrastructural facilities like post-office, bus stop, educational, medical, banking services, electricity, road, agricultural and animal husbandry support.

3. Politicized tribal areas suitable for studying political awareness of the tribals and the impact of politicization.

(B) Sample Selection:

Lack of time and resources hampered studying all the households in the selected hamlets. Therefore, it was decided to study 20 households, in each selected hamlet (10 hamlets in one district). The households were selected on the basis of simple random sampling method and were drawn from the total beneficiaries in each hamlet. The sample consisted of 1000 households in five districts in a state. In total 3000 respondents were interviewed in 3 states for collecting primary data.


For in-depth study ten main villages in each selected district were selected on the basis of the highest tribal concentration vis-a-vis availability of most of the financial institutions like credit cooperatives, banks and other financial institutions and land alienation. The selection of the sample households in these villages was done on random sampling method. However care has been taken to ensure proportionate representation to the households belonging to the different classes, communities or social/ethnic groups of the tribals in the sample. A sample of 200 households was taken in each selected village. In total ten villages were covered in a district under the study. Altogether 200 household heads were administered Schedules and they formed the total number of the sample in the study.

(C) Data Collection

The study is based on both historical and survey research method. The analysis of the overall status of the tribal life and its development status in the state is based on the secondary sources of the information like the published work, reports and government documents at state, regional and block levels.


Since the focus of the study is on the impact of institutional changes on tribal life, the village was made the unit of analysis. The author was faced with a hard choice from among the following three methods for obtaining data:

(1) Total dependence and block records and other secondary sources of data

(2) Interviews with all officials concerned and to aggregating their responses on a particular variable

(3) Interviews with selected respondents of a village.

While the interview method was opted for in-depth study, the first two methods were also used to enhance the quality of the data; the heads of the selected households, were interviewed through a specifically designed Schedule to obtain primary data about their family background, social and economic aspects of the family and their experience with various financial institutions.

To avoid stereotype, unreliable responses and to get valid information, this researcher held as many informal and extended interviews as possible with elderly persons and resourceful people of the villages, Discussions were also held village level workers, cooperative officials and extension officials, to generate data and their opinions regarding developmental activities in the villages. The experience revealed that friendly talk, outdoor trips, gossiping were some of the best means of collection of information. All information thus collected was counter-checked with reliable persons and other available records.

The broad contents of the schedules are as follows:

1. Socio-economic profile of the respondents

2. Occupational and living conditions

3. Nature of agriculture/labour involvement

4. Membership in cooperatives and other organisations

5. Nature of land holdings, continuity in holding and present conditions of lands

6. Indebtedness if any- causes, magnitude of such indebtedness

7. Borrowings from cooperatives, financing institutions, commercial banks and money lenders

8. Repayment of loans

9. Marketing of agricultural products—sale of minor forest products—agencies involved—Role of intermediaries

10. Impact of assessment of the institutional agencies on the tribals.

(D) Variables of the Study

Keeping the specific objectives of the study in view, following variables have been studied:

A. Social Variables:

1. Marital Status





2. Educational Status

B. Population

1. Population and Growth pattern


2. Age and Sex-wise composition

3. Literacy



4. Occupation

C. Economic Activities

1. Land distribution pattern and Alienation

2. Cropping pattern

3. Live stock

4. Assets

D. Socio-Economic Structure

1. Pattern of income generation, distribution and consumption

2. Employment pattern in different socio-economic groups of different regions

E. Socio-Economic Infrastructure

1. Roads and transportation

2. Marketing facilities

3. Banking and commercial activities

4. Electrification

5. Education

6. Health and sanitation

7. Drinking water facilities

F. Extension Services

1. ITDA

2. Block

3. Financial Institutions

4. Other Institutions

G. Impact Variable

1. Opinions on Institutions

2. Awareness

3. Problems faced

(E) Analysis

The study is mainly based on descriptive analysis of the literature, reports and data collected from the secondary and primary sources. The data collected through secondary sources and through the questionnaire were edited and analysed manually. Statistical methods were avoided and more emphasis was given for a qualitative description in the report writing. Wherever necessary cartographic representation through maps charts and figures have also been included.

(F) Statistical Design

The study is not a case study. It is a survey. It is an empirical study based mainly on the primary data. Survey method is followed for this study. Fifteen districts are selected for this study in three states. They are:

	Sl. No.
	Tamil Nadu
	Kerala
	Karnataka

	1
	Thiruvannamalai
	Malappuram
	Chitradurga

	2
	Salem
	Palakkadu
	Mysore

	3
	Dharmapuri
	Wayanad
	Tumkur

	4
	Nilgiris
	Kozhikode
	Raichur

	5
	Kanyakumari
	Trissoor
	Kolar


From each district 200 tribal households were selected. In Tamil Nadu the tribals were classified as members of LAMPS  and Non-members.


Total number of districts selected
: 
      15


Total number of household selected: 
  3000

11. LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

A. Primary Study:

The primary data were collected through survey method by administering a household interview schedule to the head of the household. The respondents have generally provided information from their memory. Absence of maintenance of accounts by the households in rural areas (especially in tribal households) was conspicuous. Inspite of all the efforts made to elicit correct information by careful probing during interview, it would be wrong to assume that any lapse of memory on the part of the respondents was fully overcome in regard to the minute details about the quantum of inputs used, output produced, pattern of expenditure incurred in various ways and so on by cross-checking.  Therefore, the outcome of the analysis of primary data is within the limitations of the responses to various questions in the schedule.


2.  Some of the respondents were initially reluctant to give correct information regarding their land and income from collection of minor forest produce with the apprehension that they may be penalized for the violation of Forest Laws.  A few others were not willing to divulge correct information about the quantum of loans borrowed from private moneylenders as the moneylenders had previously threatened them not to disclose the matter, however, special efforts were made by using the good offices of the local village development officers and by arranging meetings with the help of local leaders in the villages for creating a friendly atmosphere for building confidence in the respondents.  Thus, efforts were made to minimize the limitations of the survey method.


3.  Another important limitation is that the data were mostly collected for five years.  However, the data relating to land ownership, ways of employment and income may vary from year to year.  The data for a single year, therefore, cannot claim to represent the actual picture of the district with absolute accuracy.

B. Secondary Data


This information has been supplemented by referring to a number of books, official reports from the Centre and State, journals and other relevant matters, both published and unpublished.  


During the stay in the Tribal hamlets, this researcher faced many problems connected with officials, transport and food. Many officials in tribal areas were not available during office-hours. Unfilled posts in offices were another reason for the non-availability of officials. Regarding transport, many villages were not connected with bus routes. Even in villages with bus routes, the frequency was less. Regarding food, the researcher had to take food in tribal houses during his visits to the villages. Loneliness and lack of recreation were the main contributory factors for a kind of “Psychological stress”.

12. CHAPTER SCHEME

The Chapterisation of the research study is as follows:

Chapter – I  Introduction:

It deals in depth with various tribal protective measures, major tribal communities in India, list of Primitive Tribal Groups, State-wise distribution of tribal population, growth rate, development strategies, tribals occupation, characteristics, languages, economy, constitutional and legislative provisions, reservation policies, tribal education and development programmes for the benefit of tribals.

Chapter – II  Design and Execution of the study:

The chapter deals with the methodology consisting of the scope of the study, research gap, justification of the study, statement of the problem, review of literature, hypothesis, objectives, sampling variables, tools and methods of data collection, analysis of framework and limitations of the study.

Chapter – III  Land Alienation and Indebtedness:

This chapter covers the problem of land alienation and indebtedness and its causes, consequences and ways of checking them in a detailed manner.

Chapter – IV  Land Alienation and Indebtedness among Tribals in Tamil Nadu.

This chapter is divided into five parts. Part A analyses the tribal settlement and their location. Part B deals with land alienation and legislation. Part C focusses on the extent and forms of land alienation. Part D examines the causes for land alienation and indebtedness. Part E studies the role of LAMP cooperatives in the development of tribal economy.

Chapter – V Land Alienation and Indebtedness among Tribals in Kerala:

This Chapter is classified into four parts. They are:


Part – A – deals with the Profile of Tribals in Kerala


Part – B -  deals with the socio-economic status of Tribals and Primitive

       Tribes


Part – C – points out the extent, forms and causes of land alienation and

                              indebtedness

Chapter – VI  Land Alienation and Indebtedness among Tribals in Karnataka State:

Part – A – deals with Tribals and Development Programmes


Part – B – examines Socio-economic status of Tribals


Part – C – studies the Causes of Indebtedness


Part – D – deals with the Land Alienation – Extent and Causes

Chapter – VII  Problems of Tribals

This chapter deals with various problems of Tribals in a detailed manner.

Chapter – VIII  Summary and Conclusions 
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