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CHAPTER – III

CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF LAND ALIENATION AND INDEBTEDNESS

A. LAND ALIENATION

1. LAND ALIENATION DEFINED: 

As per the guidelines of the government of India sale and mortgage of tribal lands to non-tribal people are considered as alienation of lands. Even leasing out lands against loans to non-tribal people are considered as alienation of lands, on the assumption that the tribals are unable to redeem their debts and get back their lands. Incidence of sale, mortgage and leasing out lands to tribals to take place, but they are beyond the purview of this survey. Loss of tribal lands to any government department including the forest department and private institution, voluntary organisations is also considered as alienation of tribal lands and so falls within the purview of this survey.

2. THE PROBLEM OF LAND ALIENATION: 

Tribals of our country resides in such a territory, which is marked by the presence of hills, forest, islands, mountains, seacoasts etc. They live in a special geographical territory. That is why, some scholars see tribe as a territorial group. Tribals have to face a number of problems due to their isolated residences situated in remote areas. But they are closely and emotionally related to their lands and forest. They do not like any outsiders in their territory. The alienation of tribal lands took place in British rule and also in post-independence period. When British were able to establish their rule in India, the system of Zamindari, big and small, was created to collect taxes on land under their jurisdiction. Zamindari system was also introduced in the tribal area. Zamindars were integral parts of local administration. They came from non-tribal communities. They employed their men for the collection of levies and taxes their lands were auctioned. Being pleased with their courtiers, Zamindars used to give the best land of tribal villages to their courtiers as Jagir (Gift). Thus, the courtiers and servants of Zamindar became jagirdars of the tribal village lands. Zamindars also invited a number of non-tribals in the tribal areas for doing agriculture and performing work under jajmani system. In this way, land alleviation was started for the first time during the British rule through the system of Zamindari and Jagirdari. 

Another attempt of land alienation in the British period was made for the establishment of railways, roads, government offices, officers’ residences, stations, schools, hospitals, colleges, administrative towns, residence of administrators etc. Forests were cut for the preparation of ships and palatial buildings and furniture. Establishment of Zamindari system, administrative towns, offices, residences, colonies, Schools, Hospitals, Colleges, Railway station, Post-office, etc., attracted outsiders to pay a visit in tribal areas. They not only came for service, business, money lending etc., but they also purchased the lands of tribals and became resident of the tribal areas. In course of time, they purchased more and more lands in tribal areas. Now they are lords of the tribal area and tribals are their servants. Tribals have to earn wages by performing agricultural works on the same lands, which their forefathers used to possess. 

There were two types of ownership of lands in tribal areas. Forestlands were treated as common lands over which group of villages had ownerships. Individual families possessed the village lands. Not only the village lands but forestlands were also alienated. By establishing government administration in forests, the British government snatched away the traditional rights of tribals on forestlands. Although alienation of tribal land in a big scale was started in British rule, but the transfer of tribal land continued unabated. 

After Independence, the government for the establishment of towns and industries, making dams and reservoirs, exploitation of mineral resources also etc., acquired the tribal lands. Thus, Industrialisation, urbanisation and exploitation of mineral resources and hydel power became the causes of transfer of land belonging to tribals in post independence period. Urbanisation and Industrialisation brought the cases of displacement among the tribals. Thousands and thousands of the hectares of tribal land were acquired for setting industrial complex, residential flats, schools, hospitals, water supply, electricity supply, road construction, market complex etc.

3. CAUSES OF LAND ALIENATION: 

The main causes of land alienation and landlessness among the tribals are as follows:

1. Poor economic conditions

2. Drinking habit

3. Indebtedness

4. Urbanisation

5. Industrialisation

6. Christianity

7. Lack of land records

8. Administrative inefficiency

9. Delay in getting judgement

10. Housing Boards and Housing cooperatives

11. Voluntary organisation and NGOs

12. Obtaining papers related to the ownership of land in back-date by the non-tribals

13. Oral mortgage of lands in the hands of non-tribals

14. Non-possession of Judgement

15. Interest not shown by tribal pleaders or not taking interest due to heavy bribe

16. Fear from Police and Court

17. Urban development

18. Establishing marriage with tribal women

19. Share cropping

4. CONSEQUENCES OF LAND ALIENATION: 

Land alienation has given birth to several allied problems among the tribals, which are as follows:

1. Increased poverty among the tribals

2. Decreased the occasion of employment

3. Migration of tribals

4. Exploitation of tribal labourers

5. Exploitation of tribal women

6. Created tension between tribals and non-tribals

7. Increased the distance between the rich and the poor tribals

8. Developed extremism and naxalism in tribal areas

9. Brought law and order problem in tribal areas, directly or indirectly

10. Brought the incidence of beggary and prostitution in the tribal areas.

5. WAYS OF CHECKING LAND ALIENATION: 

The incidence of land alienation in tribal society can be checked by the following ways:

1. Administration and government should take strong steps to return the land of tribals from the hands of non-tribals.

2. There should be prohibition on taking the tribal lands on lease by the government, housing board, housing cooperatives, voluntary organisation, NGOs, widow home, aged home etc.

3. There should be a prohibition on oral mortgage, sale and share cropping of tribal lands by non-tribals.

4. Attempt should be made to check the transfer of tribal lands through establishing marriage with a tribal woman.

5. Attempt should be made to check the transfer of poor tribals land in the hands of rich tribals.

6. Attempt should be made to check the transfer of tribal land through the adoption of non-tribal child.

7. A proper compensation should be given for acquiring tribal lands with service facilities and rehabilitation provisions

B. INDEBTEDNESS
1. THE PROBLEM OF INDEBTEDNESS: Tribals are facing the problem of poverty and indebtedness. Poverty is a socio-pathological problem. It is a relative term, because every body feels him as poor when he compares himself with persons having more property and wealth. But poverty as a socio-pathological problem is related to the maintenance of basic or minimum needs of survival. When a person is not able to provide required calorie to his body, he is termed as poor. There are three basic needs of the survival. These are food, clothes and shelter. The majority of poor tribals are half-fed, semi-naked, and do not possess proper house. Person unable to meet the 2200 calories per day comes under below poverty line.


Poverty and indebtedness are related. They are interrelated and interdependent, because the poor have to incur loan from the moneylenders. On loan, the poor have to pay interest. The rate of interest – remains exorbitant. The moneylenders exploit and oppress the poor in a number of ways. According to sample survey, indebtedness among the tribals was 34.42 percent in the year 2000-01. Average loan on each family was Rs.2000 to 3000 in the year 2000-2001.

Source of Loan: The tribals take majority of loan from the moneylenders with whom they meet daily and have face-to-face relation. They know each other by name, face and village. The moneylenders are free to pay loan for any purposes. Some of them take loan from their relative, friends and neighbours. According to a survey more than 60 percent tribal families are indebted to moneylenders, whereas other were indebted to friends, relatives, and neighbours. Tribals do not like to take loan from the banks and cooperatives, because they do not want to run after officials for getting loan. Another reason is that for non-productive purposes banks do not provide loan.

Rate of Interest: The tribals have to pay heavy rate of interest on loan taken from the Moneylenders. After one year, the interest is compounded and the interest also becomes the principals. They have to pay an interest of Rs.3 to Rs.5 per hundred per month. When some loan is taken from friends and relatives, no interest is charged. But such loans are returned in few months.

Purpose of Loan: Tribals have to take loan from the moneylenders for the unproductive purposes like marriage, death, festivals, ceremonies, rituals, worship, treatment of diseases etc. They also take loan for consumption purposes.

Repayment of Loan: Tribals treat the repayment of loan as their pious duty on this earth. According to their belief system, anybody is free to take loan. But it is the pious duty to repay the loan with interest. They repay the loan after agriculture, getting wages and for selling forest produce. They repay atleast loan agreed on principals. If they are unable to pay the interest plus principals, they have to perform some labour in the house of moneylenders. If a man does not repay loan in his life, it is the duty of his son to repay the loan taken by his father. If a man or his sons do not repay the loan, they have to take rebirth in dog or ox to perform duty at the door of the moneylenders.

2. CAUSES OF INDEBTEDNESS: The following are the main causes of poverty and indebtedness among the tribals:

1. Land alienation

2. Illiteracy

3. Unemployment

4. Increase in population

5. Lack of cultivable land

6. Decrease in forest employment

7. Lack of means of irrigation

8. Exploitation by moneylenders and middlemen

9. Lack of loan from Banks for unproductive purposes

10. Expensive customs

11. Drinking habit

12. Extravagancy

13. Easy availability of loan in the house of the moneylenders

14. Lower price of agricultural and forest produce

15. Impact of Modern fashion

16. Increasing health problems

3. CONSEQUENCES OF INDEBTEDNESS: The poverty and Indebtedness lead to following problems in the tribal society:

1. Existence of child labour

2. Existence of bonded labour

3. Existence of migrant labour

4. Psychological frustrations

5. Crime

6. Prostitution

7. Physical and mental torture

8. Exploitation and oppression

4. WAYS TO REMOVE INDEBTEDNESS: The poverty and indebtedness in tribal societies can be removed by the following ways:

1. The provisions made under Fifth Schedule of Constitution should be implemented properly to check the exploitation by moneylenders in tribal areas.

2. Existing rules related to prohibition of exploitation should be renewed and their weaknesses must be removed.

3. LAMPS and PACS and Commercial Banks should be made stronger to provide credit and loans to tribals.

4. The Purchase of agricultural produce and forest produce should be done at proper price.

5. Arrangement of loans from cooperative societies and bank at nominal interest.

6. Government officials should take proper interest in removing exploitation and oppression of the tribals.

7. Essential commodities should be supplied in tribal areas through the establishment of fair price shop and a proper vigil should be kept on them.

8. Arrangement should be made for providing work and wages to the tribals round the year.

9. Strong steps should be taken against exploiters and oppressors of the tribals.

10. Attempt should be made to remove extravagancy among the tribals.

11. Health education should be imparted among the tribals.

12. There should be a complete prohibition on drinking in the tribal areas.

13. Tribals should be cautioned not to spend too much on fashion.
