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CHAPTER – V

SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS AND LAND ALIENATION

AMONG TRIBALS IN KERALA

PART – A

TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES IN KERALA

    As per 1991 census there were 3.21 lakhs Scheduled Tribes in the State. It is estimated that by 2001 the tribal population would increase to nearly 3.91 lakhs.  The Tribal population in the State is only 1.1( of the total population in the State.  The literacy status of STs was 57.22( in 1991 as against the general literacy rate of 89.81(.  Major portion of the STs are seen in the districts Wayanad, Idukky and Palakkad.  The poverty ratio of the ST families estimated as on 31..03..1 998 was 35.89(.   This was 48.47( as per the State Survey in 1992. Nearly 23( of the tribal families are living within forest areas.

There are 35 tribal communities in the State.  Among them Paniyar (nearly 20( ) forms the majority.  The Paniya and Adiya communities in Wayanad District are very backward and most of them landless agricultural labourers.  There are 5 Primitive tribal groups (PTGs) viz., Kattunaikan, Cholanaikan, Koragas, Kadar and Kurumbas.  These Groups are the most vulnerable communities among the tribals and are all below poverty Line.  They constitute 5( of the total tribal population in the State.  As per the survey conducted in 1996-97 the population of PTGs was 16678 consisting of 4406 families.  Among the PTGs Kattunaikans (3162 families) form the majority and the Cholanaikan (88 families) the minority.  It is suspected that Cholanaikan who live within interior forest areas of Nilambur are decreasing in population Malayaraya (Kottayam and Idukky), Kanikkar (Trivandrum), Kurichar (Wayanad), Marati (Kazaragod) are a few tribal communities in the State who have shown appreciable level of Socio-Economic Advancement compared to other communities.  It is seen that majority of the labour force in tribal community are in the agriculture and allied sectors and most of them are agricultural labourers and cultivators form nearly 16( only . The participation of the tribals in the industrial sector is almost.  The health ( nutrition status of the PTGs, Adiya, Paniya, Malampandaram etc. is far below the general level.

TRIBAL COMMUNITIES IN KERALA 

There are living 35 tribal communities are.

1.  Adiyan,  

2.  Arandan,  

3.  Eravalan, 

4.  Hill,Pulyan,  

5.  Erular,Irulan,
6.  Kadar,   

7. Kammara, 

8.  Koraga,

9.  Kanikaran, Kanikar, 10.  Kattunayakan,
11. Kochuvelan,
12. Kodakapus, 13. Konda Reddis, 
14. Kota

15. Kudiya, Melakudi, 16. Kurichchan,

17. Kurumans

18. Kurumbas,
19. Mahamalasar,
20.Malai Arayan,

21. Malai Pandaram
22. Malai Vedan,
23. Malakkuravan
24. Malasar,

25. Malayan,

26. Malayarayar,
27. Mannan

28. Marati 

29. Muthuvan, Mudugar, Muduvan

30. Palleyan,

31. Palliyan,

32. Palliyar,

33. Paniyan,

34. Ulladan,

35. Urali.

PRIMITIVE TRIBES IN KERALA:- 

Tribal communities with pre-agricultural stage development, stagnant population and very low literacy are recognized as primitive tribes by Government of India. As per the survey conducted by the ST Development Department in 1996-97,  the populations of primitive Tribes was 16,678 comprising of  4406 families in 398 settlements, Cholanaikan, Kattunaikans, Kurumbas, Kadars and Koragas are the primitive  Tribes in Kerala and they constitute nearly 5( of the total scheduled tribe population in the State.  Of them majority are Kattunaikans [71.17(] and are mainly in Wayanad district. The Cholanaikan are the PTG groups with smallest population [384]. The areas of habitats of the primitive tribes are Nilambur [Cholanaikan and Kattunaikans] Attappady [Kurumbas], Wayanad and Kozhikode [Kattunaikans] Trissoor [Kadars], Parambikulam – Palakkad [Kadar] and Kasaragod [Koragas].  In 1991 census the average decennial growth rate of primitive tribes is estimated as 18.71( considering the period from 1981 to 1996-97.  This rate is also slightly less than the decadal growth rate.

TABLE NO: 5.1

DISTRICT WISE TRIBAL POPULATION AND LITERACY RATE
TRIBAL POPULATION

	POPULATION
	LITERACY RATE

	District
	Male
	Female
	Total
	%
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Kasargod

Kannur

Wayanad

Kozhikode

Malappuram

Palakkadu

Thrissor

Ernakulam

Idukky

Kottayam

Alappuzha

Patahanamthitta
Kollam

Thiruvanathapuram
	14,841
9,167

57,386

2,654

5,123

17,927

1,990

2,551

25,512

8,902

1,407

3,459

1,941

7,860
	14,442

9,076

57,583

2,753

5,342

17,538

2,061

2,390

24,757

9,094

1,394

3,463

1,941

8,321
	29,283

18,243

114,969

5,407

10,555

35,465

4,051

4,941

50,269

17,996

2,801

6,992

3,884

16,181
	9.12

5.68

35.81

1.68

3.29

11.05

1.26

1.54

15.66

5.61

0.87

2.18

1.21

5.04
	74.77

65.26

57.89

57.14

37.99

40.12

55.48

81.49

68.16

89.98

79.74

75.89

68.53

81.78
	57.86

51.92

43.45

45.79

12.13

29.46

47.54

72.11

57.28

84.44

69.17

70.53

56.24

66.71
	66.38

58.59

50.67

51.46

25.06

34.79

51.51

76.80

62.72

88.69

74.48

73.21

64.42

74.00

	Total
	160,812
	160,155
	320,967
	100
	66.73
	54.61
	60.67


Source:   Records of the Scheduled Tribe development, Krishibhavan,Thiruvanathapuram
TRIBAL PREDOMINANT AREAS IN THE STATE   

       The Scheduled Tribe Population is even more unevenly distributed in the Districts. Among the Districts Wayanad has the highest tribal Population nearly 36( of the Tribal Population.   Idukky and Palakkad account for another 26(.  The lowest representation of tribal population is in Alappuzha District [1991 Census].

PROBLEMS THAT INHABIT THE DEVELOPMENT OF ST’s AND SUGGESTIONS TO TAKE SUITABLE MEASURES FOR BRINGING THE TRIBALS TO THE GENERAL STREAM OF DEVELOPMENT

It is embarrassing to note that desired level of development of tribals could not be achieved even after if we spent large quantum of money from various sources. This is due to various factors, including the cultural milieu of the tribals. Each tribal community has their own traditional belief and customs. Paniyans of Wayanad district form the major community among tribals [21.81%]. Intellectually they are very backward and can be rated even behind the level of primitive tribes. Absence of saving habits and drug addition are common all communities. Till recent years, majority of the tribals were not aware of the benefits given to them through various sources. This short fall had given room for various forms of limitations. Even now the tribals participation in development programmes is limited. Because of this the implementing agency failed often to find the real needs of the tribals. This paved way for unsustainable utilisation of the benefits.


One draw back of the present strategy of development is that it could not convert a tribal to an independent, innovative and ambitious person. In a good number of programmes we can see a kind of spoon-feeding in which the tribals intellect and other capabilities never develop.


There is no difference of opinion that education and employment in an organised sector would gradually change the socio-economic status of them and consequently the growth profiles of the next generation will be much faster. We may think of earmarking and depositing a portion of TSP funds in public or private undertaking with a view to reserve certain posts [say class IV] in these institutions, rather than wasting huge amount of money for infrastructure, which have no direct benefit to the tribals.


Lack of close monitoring at grass root level regarding the aspect “What happened to the benefits provided, whether they are utilized by the intended beneficiary properly” is one of the main draw back of the present system.


Wrong caste claims and usurpation of benefits by non-tribals have become a phenomenon now. Suitable laws may be framed to punish the culprits.

APPROACH AND STRATEGY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRIBALS IN KERALA

The 10th Five Year Plan envisages a slightly different approach in Kerala. As far as Tribals development is concerned Tribals own neighbourhood groups [Oorukoottams] are formed as basic units for the formulation and implementation of TSP and other Tribals Development Programmes.


A new approach and strategies for the sustainable development of tribals in Kerala. In view of this the following suggestions are made.


Top most priority should be given to elimination of poverty and reduction of unemployment among the tribals. Majority of the tribal population does not still enjoy the basic standards of Good life. Elimination of poverty requires macro as well as micro strategies. For this there have to be separate component plan for Scheduled Tribes and the disabled including family specific plans for improving quality of life as well as protecting and upgrading the land resources, value addition to the non-timber Forest Produce, high quality education, proper health, social security support etc. Non-conventional institutional options have to be tried out in the case of education, health, and economic development and so on where NGO’s with good track record could play a positive role. Preservation of tribal culture and fostering of their traditional knowledge have to be ensured hand in hand with their empowerment and all round socio-economic development.


The Draft Comprehensive Master Plan prepared by the Government should be implemented in a time bound manner with greater emphasis on the primitive tribal groups with stress on Education, Land based Development, Implementation of Protective measures with added legal support etc. It is commitment of the State Government to distribute land to all landless tribals and to rehabilitate them in a phased manner and to help them to sustain their land. High priority should be given to the construction of Houses, electrification, Drinking Water, Sanitation facilities etc.


The future tribal educational programmes would aim at primary and secondary educational facilities to all ST students through Institutions like MRS, centre of excellence, etc. Strengthening of pre-primary education with adequate nutritional care, merit upgradation programmes for equipping the ST students for appearing various Entrance Examinations and Civil Services Examinations, more emphasis on technical education including Information Technology, revision of mess charges on the tribal hostels etc., are major strategies proposed.


The priority / thrust areas envisaged for the future Tribal Development are:

1. Provision of minimum needs to the poor STs aimed at systematic human resource development so as to enable the youths to seek employment.

2. All landless tribals / marginal farmers among the tribals are to be provided with cultivable land depending on availability and implement sustainable development programmes.

3. Micro enterprises would be promoted among tribal women through Kudumbashree.

4. Tribal Sub-Plan programmes will be integrated with anti-poverty sub-plan.

5. Socio-Economic development programme for the benefit of poorest of the poor to bring them above poverty line.

6. Ensuring of high quality education to tribal students.

7. Pre-primary education and residential education will be strengthened further.

8. The existing tuition scheme will be modified to cater to the needs of all tribal students.

9. Programmes for assisting dropouts and improving enrolment will be formulated.

10.  All Houseless families will be given houses in a phased manner.

11. The rate of Scholarships [Lump sum grant / stipend etc] will be revised frequently.

12. The problems of tribal families living within forest areas will be solved in collaboration with forest department.

13.  Health care facilities will be strengthened by improving existing Health Extension Programmes in tribal areas tie-up with Health Department.

14.  High priority for the completion of pre-metric hostels and improving of their infrastructure facilities and revision of mess charges etc.

15. Massive awareness and literacy programmes with involvement of NGOs will be organised in the tribal areas.

16.  Programmes aimed at improving the brilliance of talented ST students will be formulated and implemented.

17. Training programmes such as IT Training will be arranged for the tribal students and programmes for ensuring jobs for tribals in the IT sector will be formulated.

18. The participation of the tribals in the industrial sector, even in the small scale and traditional sector is virtually nil. To change this situation suitable strategies can be formulated.

19. The socio-economic conditions of the communities like Adiya, Paniya, Primitive Tribes, Hill Pulayan, Malapandaram etc., are very pathetic. In view of this specific, exclusive programmes can be chalked out for the development of these communities.

20. The problems of the families living in tribal rehabilitation projects like Sugandhagiri, Pookot Dairy Project, Attapady Cooperative farming society etc., will be solved with the participation of these families.

21. It is proposed to give Health Insurance coverage to all backward tribal families in a phased manner.

22. Remoteness is one hurdle, which prevents the overall and comprehensive development of tribals. This eludes the tribals from the infrastructural needs such as road, drinking water, electrification, hospital facilities, educational facilities etc. A comprehensive plan can be formulated to solve these problems.

23. Empowerment of tribals.
INTEGRATED TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS [ITDPS]  

The ITDP Project Areas are

1. Nedumangad [Trivandrum District]

2. Idukky District

3. Nilambur [Malappuram District]

4. Kanjirappally [Kottayam District]

5. Attappady [Palakkad District]

6. Kalpetta [Wayanad District] 

7. Kannur District

Remaining ITDP areas in the State are include in the Dispersed Tribal areas.

1. Punalur [Alappuzha ( Kollam Districts]

2. Ranni [Pathanamthitta District]

3. Moovattupuzha [Eranakulam District]

4. Chalakkuzhy [Trissoor District]

5. Palakkad District

6. Thamarassery [Kozhikode District]

7. Manannthavady [Wayanad District]

8. Sulthan Bathery [Wayanad District]

PLAN SCHEMES IMPLEMENTING BY THE SCHEDULED TRIBE

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT UNDER TRIBAL SUB PLAN

A. PLAN STATE SCHEMES

1. Resettlement of Landless Tribals

2. Economic Development Schemes through project based Activities.

3. Package programme for the Rehabilitation of backward tribes.

4. Food Support Programme during Monsoon.

5.  Treatment and Rehabilitation of ST’s affected by various diseases.  

6. Financial assistance to Marriage of ST Girls.

7. Implementation of Kerala State Registration of Transfer of Lands and 

8. Restoration of Alienated land Act 1999.

9. Implementation of Prevention of Atrocities Act-1989.

10. Insurance programme for Tribals.

11. Special Incentive to Brilliant Students.

12. Repairs and Maintenance of Tribal Hostel.

13. Construction of Hostels for Boys and Girls.

14. Purchase of Land for construction of hostels.

15. Running and construction of 18 Model Residential/Ashram Schools.

16. Grants to High school going SSLC/Plus-2 failed students for studying in tutorial

17. Incentive to talented Youths in Arts and Sports.

18. Schemes for providing better educational facilities to bright ST students.
19. Bharath /Kerala Darshan programme to ST Students.

20. Post-metric hostels for Tribal Students.

21. Health project [Mananthavady,Attappady,Idukky]

22. Housing [General /primitive Housing]

23. Tribal Youth festivals and Development Of Sports Infrastructure

24. Training On Information Technology

25. Extension of Kudumbashree to Tribal areas

26. Organisations and Training of Oorukootams

27. Opening of Grain Banks System in Tribal Ares

B. 100% CENTRALLY SPONSORED SCHEMES

1. Post-Metric Scholarship

2. Vocational Training Institutes

3. Award of Research Fellowship in various aspects of Tribal Development
4. Upgradation of merits of ST students

5. New Centrally Sponsored Scheme for Primitive Tribes

6. Drinking Water Supply in Tribal Area

7. Enhancement of facilities in tribal areas

8. Special Central Assistance to TSP – various economic development schemes.
PART – B

SOCIO – ECONOMIC STATUS OF TRIBALS IN KERALA
POPULATION

In the 1991 Census, the population of Scheduled Tribes was 3,20,967, which constitute 1.10% of the total population in the State. This is expected to reach at least 4.03 Lakh by the end of 2001. They belong to 35 distinct communities including the primitive tribal groups such as Cholanaikan, Kattunaikans, Kurumbas, Kadars and Koragas. They constitute nearly 4.8% of the Scheduled Tribe population. There are 69,444 ST households in the State while in 1981 it was only 52,421. The present number of ST households is estimated around 84,000. The decadal growth rate of the ST population in 1981-91 was 22.75% while for the general population it was only 14.75%. The growth rate in number of households in general population show an increase of 24.64% while in Tribals, it was 32.47%. The sex ratio of scheduled tribes in the state was 996. The Scheduled Tribes population is even more unevenly distributed in the districts. Wayanad has the highest tribal concentration in the State, which is nearly 36% of the tribal population. Idukky and Palakkad account for another 26%. The lowest Tribal population in the state is the Alappuzha district.

Majority of the tribal families below poverty line is seen in the Wayanad, Idukky and Palakkad Districts. Adiya, Paniya and Kattunaikan are the three tribal communities in Wayanad district who are still in a very underdeveloped stage compared to other tribal communities there. Adiya and Paniya together form 53% of the tribal population in Wayanad. [The ST population of Wayanad District was 1.11 lakhs in 1991 census]. Kurichya and Kuruma are the other two major tribal communities of Wayanad who have attained a satisfactory level of socio-economic advancement compared with these two communities. The pity is that the Adiya & Paniya were all landless agricultural labourers and slaves, till two decades ago and their full rehabilitation programmes are still underway. Kattunaikan families are primitive tribes and they have shown potential signs of quicker transition to the mainstream of development. Unlike the Kattunaikans, the Adiya and Paniya are found less sensitive to the tribal development programmes especially in the field of education.

The Attappady Block of Palakkad district is the only tribal block in the State, [one of the seven ITDPs in the State] where all kinds of tribal problems usually crop up. The tribal population of the District is 35,465 [1991 census] Kurumbas, Mudugas, Kadars and Irulars are the four major tribal communities in the district. Kurumbas and Kadars are Primitive Tribes.

Muthuvan, Urali, Hill Pulaya, Mannan, Ulladan and Malayaraya are the communities in Idukky. Among them Malayaraya are forward in all aspects compared to others. Around 92% of the tribal workers in the district are still engaged in the agricultural and allied sectors. The main bottleneck of tribal development in Idukky District is inaccessibility of settlements.

There are 5 primitive tribal groups viz. Kattunaikan, Cholanaikan, Kurumbas, Kadars & Koragas. According to a survey conducted by the ST Development Department, their population was 16,678 during 1996-97.

LITERACY

The literacy rate of Scheduled Tribe was said to be 57.22% in 1991 against the general literacy rate of 89.90%. Among the major states of India, Kerala has the highest literacy rate for Scheduled Tribe Population. Tribal literacy rate is high in the districts – Kottayam, Ernakulam, Alappuzha, Thiruvananthapuram and Pathanamthitta [around more than 70%] where as in Palakkad and Malappuram it is relatively low. However the tempo has to be sustained so as to scale up the literacy of tribes further by ensuring that all children in the age group of 6 to 11 years are enrolled in school.


As a part of the total literacy programme of the State, a sub-project for Tribal literacy programme was launched in September 1991. The tribal literacy programmes claims that the literacy rate of tribals in 1993 was 80.73%. But this status could not be consolidated and further improved because of the absence of proper follow up programmes. This is evident from the PTG survey of 1996-97; the overall literacy rate of the PTG was only 26.1%. Effective steps should be taken by the department for the improvement of literacy among tribals as a basic development.

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS


The occupational pattern of Scheduled Tribes reveals their economic backwardness. Majority of the tribals in the state are residing in rural areas. Among the tribal population agricultural labourers represent 55.47%, cultivators represent 16.66% and the remaining are distributed in various other occupations. Most of the Tribal agricultural labourers have been victims of land alienation 17,156 tribal families live in interior forests in 671 settlements and are engaged in the collection of Minor Forest Produces and forest protection works.


Out of the total tribals, agricultural labourers constitute 44.04% in Wayanad district. In respect of cultivators, Idukky has the rank first [38.55%], Wayanad [21.48%], Thiruvananthapuram [11.98%] and Palakkad [11.03%]. The work participation rate of the tribals is high. The tribals have the monopoly in collection of minor forest produces. Food gathering, hunting and fishing are their main sources of income. They have their own indigenous system of medicine as well as still majority of them have firm belief in it. The number of tribals engaged in the organised sector including Government/Public sector is only minimal.


As far as the industrial sector is concerned the tribal participation is almost nil. Similarly the self-employment venture of tribals in the services sector is also very poor. Here we have to empower the tribals with skill development training EDP, Working capital etc., and back up services in establishing suitable marketing mechanism for their products. In the services and organised sectors there exists a lot of scope for further development of tribals. Involvement of tribals in the technical and professional education is highly essential for their development.


Seasonal unemployment particularly in the monsoon seasons is one of the main problems being faced by the tribal families in the State. More than 75% of the tribal families are agrarian based and as such the ups and downs occurring in the agriculture sector naturally affects the tribals also. 
EDUCATION

Earlier, the welfare activities in the state for tribals mostly concentrated on educational programmes. Economic development of these communities leading to the creation of substantial assets and ownership of instruments of production through income generating training programmes received attention only from the sixth five-year plan period. Compared to the general educational level the status of tribal education is far below. The main reason for the low level of education among tribes is the peculiar nature of their habitations.


The social and economic conditions prevailing in the tribal settlements are not conducive for better education. Lack of sufficient educational institutions in tribal areas, poverty, inability to catch the children from pre-primary level, lack of nutritional and health care programmes, poor enrolment and drop out from high education etc., curtain the effective educational development among Scheduled Tribes. Moreover, the parents of the tribal children being generally illiterate cannot insist on their children attending classes regularly.


In order to improve education among Scheduled Tribes, the primary efforts should be on eradication of poverty. The parents of the tribal children have to be provided with regular employment for earning income to meet their day-to-day requirements, which will help to send their children to school. Scheduled Tribe students have to be provided with boarding and lodging. Opening of more crèches/ Balwadies/ Nursery Schools, in tribal areas will not only promote early childhood education, but also lessen the burden of elder children in looking after the younger as and when the parents go for work. Lack of teachers in remote areas, general failure of tuition schemes, lack of skill development etc., are certain priority issues in the field of tribal education. A study made by the ST development department revealed that nearly 10% of the tribal habitats are very remote and lack even primary school facility with in a radius of 2 Kms. In fact the position has improved to some extent during the past 9 years time. However the school facilities in primitive tribal areas are poor; 71.95% of the PTGs are lacking School facilities within 1 KM area.


The state has started multi-learning centres and single teacher schools for improving primary & pre-primary education in remote tribal areas. But the functioning of the Anganwadies in these areas needs further strengthening and proper improvement.


In the 10th plan, the tribal educational programmes would aim at primary and secondary educational facilities for all eligible ST students especially those living in remote areas [main objectives is improvement of enrolment rates and arresting of drop out rates] improved facilities for high quality education and research for talented ST students; centres of Excellence etc., strengthening of pre-primary education with adequate nutritional care, merit up-gradation programmes for equipping the ST students for appearing various entrance examinations and civil services examinations; more emphasis on technical education including Information Technology, restructuring of the present tuition programmes for failed as well as regular ST students. A thorough rejuvenation of tribal hostels necessary by improving the Academic qualification for wardens and cooks etc. High priority will be given for the completion of pre-metric hostels.

HEALTH AND NUTRITION:

Various measures are taken for timely medical attention to Scheduled Tribes. Since the tribal settlements are situated far away from hospitals and health centres; the STs are not able to make use of available medical facilities. The tribals are suffering from several kind of diseases such as TB , Leprosy, Scabies, Waterborne diseases etc. The Health Services Department run 63 primary health centres in the tribal areas. Besides these, the ST development department has 5 mid wifery centres, 17 Ayurveda Dispensaries, 3 Allopathy Dispensaries, 1 Ayurveda Hospital, 2 mobile Medical Units, 1 Allopathy Hospital at Mananthavady and 3 Allopathy Clinics in Idukky and one in Attappady. However there are a few remote tribal settlements in the districts of Idukky, Palakkad, Trissoor, Wayanad and Malappuram were such facilities are still lacking.


Inspite of the health facilities already existing in tribal areas, tribals of certain localities are found to be suffering from communicable as well as malnutrition based diseases. The tribals are facing severe problems including inability to get timely treatment for patients who need emergency treatment. The health extension work is rather poor in tribal areas. It is seen that the health service institutions in tribal areas always lack the services of dedicated doctors and paramedical staff. The recommendation to offer a package of incentives for attracting them is already under the consideration of the state. In this case government may take suitable policy decisions like giving weightage to tribal area service in Medical PG admission, high special allowance for paramedical staff, good quality quarters, vehicle facilities etc. This additional cost involved can be met from funds under article 275[1].


The existing norms for sanctioning of PHCs /CHCs in the tribal areas may be suitably revised in consultation with State Health service department. The UNICEF aided tribal health project started during 2000-01 can solve this problem in a phased manner. During the 10th plan, the hospitals under the Wayanad Tribal Health Care Society at Mananthavady and Idukky Health Project hospitals will be made full fledged by starting special units and improving the function of existing OP clinics.

HOUSING


Housing is a critical problem for Scheduled Tribes. At the close of the 8th Five-year Plan the estimated number of houseless ST families was 12,700. Besides them there were 17,000 tribal families with dilapidated houses and also demanded houses during 9th plan period. Housing was the first priority item during 9th plan and budgeted an amount of Rs.1323.00 lakhs for housing and a total number of 2938 houses constructed by the ST department alone. Out of this, Rs.313.32 lakhs budgeted for primitive tribes housing and completed 569 houses. The Scheduled Tribes Development Department, Rural Development Department, Forest Department, KSDC for SC/ST, Housing Board, Local Bodies are the major agencies, involved in tribal housing in the State. Local Bodies alone could sanction and construct more than 20,000 houses during 9th plan [1997-2002]. The newly introduced Maithri Housing programme of Housing Board [1999 onwards] is highly beneficial to STs.


For the proper execution and monitoring of housing programmes, uniform rates for the various agencies engaged with tribal housing will be introduced. The survey done by the ST development department in 2000-2001 reveals that there were 9374 houseless ST families in the State. It is anticipated that all houseless ST families can be provided with houses during the 10th plan period. As a part of the improvement of the tribal housing programme the state government have decided and enhanced the rate of housing grant from Rs. 42,000 to Rs.75,000.

MINOR FOREST PRODUCE COLLECTION

The nodal role for the collection and marketing of MFPs in the State is vested with the SC/ST Co-operative Development Federation. Nearly 35 ST Co-operative societies are engaged with collection of MFPs through the tribals who are member of the societies. These societies are affiliated to the Co-operative federation for SC/ST. The Government of India have recommended that 80% of the sales value of the MFP’s be given to the collecting tribals through the federation and societies.

During the 10th Plan it has been proposed to strengthen the MFP collection and marketing with the active participation of tribals so that it would benefit them as sustainable means of livelihood. Adequate training should be given to the tribals for the processing and marketing of the MFP’s through the active NGOs working in the tribal areas.

ATROCITIES

Compared to other States large-scale atrocities are not seen in the state. In order to prevent atrocities against the tribals, effective steps have been taken in accordance with the provisions of the Act.


The single mother problem of Wayanad District is one of the most sympathetic cases of atrocities against the tribals. There is around 275 such mother (unwed) in the state. It is a major social problem among the tribals. Through the ongoing tribals development programmes and other special packages, the unwed mother and their children’s can be rehabilitated. Government of India has also indicated programmes for the rehabilitation of the unwed mothers under the Centrally Sponsored Programme “SWADHER” implemented through the social welfare department.

PRIMITIVE TRIBES


Tribal communities with pre-agricultural stage development, stagnant population and very low literacy are recognized as primitive tribes. As per the survey conducted in 1996-97, the population of primitive tribes was 16,678 comprising of 4406 families in 39 settlements, Cholanaikan, Kattunaikans, Kurumbas, Kadars and Koragas are the primitive tribes in Kerala and they constitute nearly 5% of the total ST population in the State.


The problem of remoteness, ill health, absence of educational facilities, landless and houseless families, seasonal unemployment and poverty, lack of essential facilities such as power connection, isolation from the mainstream etc., are still confronting the PTGs. During the 10th plan primary and secondary education will be ensured to all PTG students through Ashram Schools and tribal hostels. A special package programme can be developed for the comprehensive development of the PTGs’ in addition to the ongoing development programmes.

SOCIO - ECONOMIC STATUS OF PRIMITIVE TRIBES
1. INTRODUCTION


Tribal groups with pre-agricultural stage of development, diminishing/ dwindling population and very low literacy rates are defined as Primitive Tribes Groups (PTGs). Cholanaikan, Kurumbas, Kattunaikans, Kadars and Koragas are the 5 primitive tribe groups in Kerala. They constitute nearly 5% of the total tribals in the State. Kattunaikans are mainly seen in Wayanad district. Their other areas of habitation are Malappuram and Kozhikode districts. Cholanaikan are said to be a sub- community of the Kattunaikans and are seen only in Malappuram District. Nearly 59% of the Kadar population is found in Trissoor district and the balance in Palakkad district. Kurumbas are living in the Attappady Block of Palakkad district. The Koraga habitations are in the plain areas of Kasargode district.

 
Through we gave special attention to the development of PTGs from the very beginning of tribal development in the State, their achievements in the fields of education, health, housing, land and other assets, drinking water & sanitation, electrification, income generation etc. are not much appreciable. The ensuing paragraphs give a brief account of the present status of the tribals (as per the Survey).

2. PRESENT STATUS OF CHOLANAIKANS


As per the present survey [1996-97] the Cholanaikan population is found consisting of 206 males and 178 females. The total number of families is 88. Cholanaikan have the lowest literacy rate of 9.17%. 


As all the families are living within forests, electronic connection cannot be given after stretching electric lines. Solar power is the only remedy in these areas. It is reported that all Cholanaikan habitats are free from drinking water problem. Since they are using the water from streams, ponds and well Cholanaikan habitats. They are found to be affected by diseases like leprosy, arthritis, fever etc. They have no hesitation in using allopathic drugs.

             They economic status of the Cholanaikan is very poor. All families are living below poverty line. They are now engaged in MFP collection, casual wage labour, mainly in forest areas etc. In olden days they were basket making as well. Even though all Cholanaikan posses land, the land area in their possession is too small [5 cents to only 50 cents] to provide even the substance level of income to them. In these holding they cultivate plantain, tapioca, pepper etc. Mailadipotti [30 families & population –139), mailadipara [8 families & population –27], Alackan [18 families and population –72] and punchakolly [33 families and population –147] are the 4 Cholanaikan settlements in Malappuram district. 
3. PRESENT STATUS OF KURUMBAS

         According to the Survey, there are 332 Kurumba households with a total population of 1602[819 male and 783 female]. Their sex ratio is 956, which is comparatively low. The literacy rate is estimated as 32.36 with higher rates among the male.

In spite of the fact that only 4% of the Kurumba families have high school facilities within a radius 5 Kms. The number of SSLC passed Kurumba youths was 17. Still more than 41% families have no primary schools within 5Kms. Due to lack of school facilities, 143 Kurumba children are found ‘not enrolled’


As per the survey, 37.35% Kurumba families are ration cardless. Remoteness and lack of awareness of these families are the main reasons for this. It is seen that 93.37% Kurumba families have own houses. But more than 70% are demanding new houses. This clearly reveals the poor quality of the houses owned by them. Around one third of the families have received houses from various Government agencies .No families have latrine facilities


    It is seen that 82.22% of the Kurumba families are possessing land with a minimum area of one acre or more. But these lands are not able to provide them a minimum level of income for their live hood. More than 43% of the Kurumbas have no motorable road within 8 Kms. Edavaniyoor, Galasy, Kadukumanna, Meluthudukki and Thazethudukki are the most remote Kurumba settlements. All Kurumba families lack power connection in their households. As there are several practical difficulties for stretching electric line to these areas, solar electrification is the only remedy. Around 40% Kurumbas are facing the problem of scarcity of drinking water. They stand in the second place as against the Kadar in relation to the gravity of the problem.


Only 6.92% Kurumbas have hospital facilities within accessible distances. This has clear relationship with the incidence of epidemics and consequent deaths among the Kurumbas. The reason for the death of 5 Kurumbas was reported as T.B. It is reported that Kurumbas are reluctant to use allopathic medicines.


    As per the survey, one Government servant is found in the Kurumba community. The occupational status of all others is reported as ‘ Coolie’. They are reported to have high interest in Co-operative movement. Around 76% are members of tribal co-operative. Kurumbas are also engaged in MFP collection. They use, rice, tapioca, ragi, jowar, and vegetables as their food items.


All the 15 Kurumba settlements are seen in the Puthoor Panchayat of Attappady Block. Anaway, Gottiyarkandi, MelayThudukki, Kurukkathikallu, Thazhethudukki and Kadukumannan are the major Kurumba settlements.

4. PRESENT STATUS OF KATTUNAIKANS       


As per the present survey the number of Kattunaikans in the state is 11871, consisting of 5991 males and 5880 females. Sex ratio is 981. The literacy rate of Kattunaikans is very low [20.77%]. They are seen in 3162 families and form the highest group among the PTGs. The areas of habitation of Kattunaikans are in Wayanad, Malappuram and Kozhikode districts. Their population is distributed in the proportion 91:8:1 in these districts. Literacy rate of Kattunaikans in Kozhikode is slightly better.

           There are 25 SSLC passed Kattunaikans and 61 SSLC failed Kattunaikans. Only 7.58% Kattunaikans have primary schools within a reach of one km from their colonies. In Malappuram district only 1% families have primary schools with in a radius of 1 km. In Wayanad district, however, the parentage is slightly better; ie.8.28%. in Kozhikode district all Kattunaikans have school facilities very near to their settlements, viz. Kudilpara. It is seen that nearly 59% Kattunaikan families have high school facilities within 5kms. In spite of this, their literacy rate is very low. All Kattunaikans in Malappuram district lack High School facilities within 5 Kms. Even then, the literacy rate of Kattunaikans in Malappuram is slightly better. It is observed that out of the 559 tribal children found to be ‘not enrolled’, 53.31% are from Kattunaikan. 30.11% of the Kattunaikan families lack ration-cards and around 55% families are lacking Vikas Pathras.


The percentage of houseless Kattunaikan families is 18.59. the percentage is slightly more in Malappuram [i.e.21.05]. in Kozhikode district all the 29 families, except 1, have own houses.


“Landless Kattunaikan families” is a big problem to reckon with. They constitute 34.69% of the total families. The land distribution pattern of Kattunaikan is such that 82.56% families are having less than or equal to 50 cents of land in their possession. It is discernible that 65.13% families fall in the category with less than or equal to 25 cents.


The landless problem is more serious in Malappuram district though the percentage of landless Kattunaikan families is only 16.59. Here, more than 95% families possess only less than or equal to 50 cents of land each.  In Kozhikode only 2 families are found landless.  Inn Kozhikode also (24 out of 28 families) major portion of the families possess only less than or equal to 50 cents of land each.       


Kattunaikans cultivate plantain, ginger, tapioca, coconut, coffee, pepper, paddy etc. in their available lands.  Agriculture is only a subsidiary activity for them.  Major source of income is derived from casual wage labour, forest woks, MFP collection etc.


As far as the accessibility of Kattunaikan settlements from motorable roads is concerned, it is seen that around 65% families are having this facility within a radius of 1 km.  The habitations of 149 Kattunaikan families are located in very remote pockets.  The problem off remoteness is high in the case of Kattunaikans of Malappuram.  Here we have to walk more than 8 Kms to reach the settlements in the case of 27.53% settlements.  This problem is not so serious in Kozhikode district.


Power problem among the Kattunaikans is severe.  90.57% families have no electricity in their settlements.  Fortunately, all families in Kozhikode district have electric connection in their settlements.  Only 2% families in Malappuram have electric connection in their settlements.  


Drinking water problem is seen among 29.57% Kattunaikan families.  In Malappuram district it is only 12.15%.  All families in Kozhikode have drinking water facility7. 


The health scenario of Kattunaikans is not up to the mark.  Still 9.80% families have no health care facility within 8 Kms distance.  Only 48.70% have such facilities even within 3 Kms.  The problem is significant in Malappuram.


 They are affected by various diseases like T.B, leprosy, Cancer, sickle cell    anaemia, hepatitis etc. the survey could prima facie found 38 TB patients and 4 leprosy patients among the Kattunaikans.


Almost all Kattunaikan families are below poverty line. Only 2 families are reported to have annual income more than Rs. 20000.


 The entire Wayanad District has only one PTG, i.e., Kattunaikans. The distribution of Kattunaikan population in Wayanad is given below.

	Blocks
	No. of settlements
	Population
	Families

	Kalpetta
	40
	1543
	408

	Mananthavady
	69
	2726
	684

	S.Bathery
	183
	6501
	1793

	Total
	292
	10770
	2885


5. PRESENT STATUS OF KADAR 


As per the survey, there are 1472 Kadars, consisting of 744 male and 728 female. The number of Kadar families is 407. The number of Kadar families in Trissoor and Palakkad is 235 and 172 respectively. The respective population is 876 and 596. the general trend of low sex ratio among the tribals is seen among the Kadars also. According to the survey it is 978. The literacy rate of Trissoor Kadar is low [38.80%] compared with the Palakkad Kadars [43.84%]. It is seen that 12 Kadars have passed SSLC. Lack of educational infrastructure within walkable distance is the main lacunae for the educational development of kadars.33.90% of the Kadar families are lacking school facilities within a radius of 5 Kms. Kadar settlements in Palakkad district have more accessibility problems than those in Trissoor district. In Palakkad district 81.39% of the tribal students have to walk more than 8 Kms to reach their nearest schools. But the percentage is only 39.57 in Trissoor district.


All Kadar families in Palakkad district lack high school facilities within 8kms.  The position in Trissoor is, however, slightly better.


It is seen that 26 Kadar children in Palakkad district and 44 of them in Trissoor district are found ‘not enrolled’ in schools. A single teacher school has started functioning in the Kadar tribal areas of Trissoor. Similar centers have to be started in the tribal areas of Parambikulam also.13.02 % Kadar families are found to have no ration cards. The problem is serious in Trissoor district.


The landless problem is very acute among Kadars [76.90%]. In Palakkad more than 91% are landless. The size of the lands occupied by the families is less than 25 cents respect of 81.91% families. In this sphere also Kadar families of Palakkad are lagging behind their Trissoor counterparts. In the available lands they cultivate crops like rubber, coconut, plantain etc.


Around 45 percent Kadar families lack motorable roads within a reach of z1 km. 28.25 percent families are living in very remote forest areas [more than 8 Kms to be walked to reach the nearest road]. The remoteness is comparatively low in Palakkad. However, we could not provide pro-rata development benefits to the Kadars in Palakkad district as compared to those in Trissoor.73.21 % of the Kadar families are lacking electric connection in their settlements. In Palakkad district all the Kadar families are lacking electric connection. However, only 54% of the Trissoor Kadar families have absence of electric connection in their settlements.  Drinking Water problem is very acute in the Kadar settlements.  


While the proportion of tribal settlements with water problem for all the 5 PTGs is 30.59% , it is 54.05% among the Kadar settlements.  The problem is more serious among the Kadar families in Trissoor.


Health care facilities are absent in the remote Kadar settlements.  Around 25 percent of the Kadar families have no health service facilities within a circle of 8 Kms.  In Palakkad district, T.B. is seen as one of main causes of death among the Kadar families.  This is more severe among the families in Trissoor.


It is seen that only 2 % of the Kadar families have annual family income more than Rs.20, 000.  The economic status of the Kadar families in Palakkad is slightly better than those in Trissoor district.  The Kadar families are showing interest in Agriculture.  But they have no sufficient land base for this purpose.  In the existing available land they use to cultivate vegetables, coconut, rubber, plantain etc. Their staple food is rice, supplemented by other items like tapioca, wheat etc.


The following Kadar colonies are remote.  In view of the lack of infrastructure and relative backwardness of these colonies, greater care is needed for the development of these colonies during 10th plan.


  Majority of the Kadar families (95.57%) are engaged with MFP collection.  They are all members of ST Co-operatives.  A few are engaged in forest protection works as watchers.

6. PRESENT STATUS OF KORAGAS


The tribal development efforts made by the state since independence, especially under the TSP strategy, have brought in some changes in the life style, culture and socio-economic status of Koragas.  


The survey revealed that Koragas has the highest literacy rate among the PTGs (i.e.54.07%).  There are 12 SSLC passed Koragas.  42.20% of the Koraga families have school facilities within one km radius.  Among the Koraga children only 5 children are found without being enrolled in schools.  Only 3.84% Koraga families are found ration-cardless.  The percentage of houseless and landless Koraga families is 13.67 and 10.55 respectively.


It is seen that the Koragas are cultivating crops like paddy, coconut, cashew, vegetables etc.  Although they own/possess land in the range from 5 cents to even 10 acres, a major portion is uncultivable and infertile.  The proportion of Koraga families who possess more than 50 cents of land each is 34.05%.  A clear shift in occupational pattern from crocodile catching, begging and scavenging etc., to basket making, agriculture, other casual wage labour etc. is seen.  They use to cultivate paddy, cashew, coconut, vegetables etc among them. But these activities are not adequate to provide them the subsistence level of income.


More than 95% of the Koraga families have motorable road within a radius of I km.  There are hardly any remote settlements in the area.  The percentage of Koraga families with power problem is only 25.90.  Whereas the same with water problem is 14.39% only.


A good number of Koragas have been affected by diseases like T.B, Viral fever etc.  Hospital infrastructures nearer to the settlements are not poor.  The survey could find 11 TB patients.  They use Allopathy medicine without any hesitation.  All Koraga families are found to be living below poverty line.  99% of the families are reported to be in the annual income group less than or equal to Rs.5000/- .  Only one family is having annual income more than Rs.25000/-

SECTOR-WISE FINDINGS OF THE PRIMITIVE TRIBES

1. POPULATION & LITERACY


According to the survey, the total population of primitive tribes in the state is 16,678. (The actual population can be 5% more, considering the coverage of 5% less in the survey). This population is distributed over 4406 tribal families with an average household size of 3.79. It is far below the general tribal household size of 4.62 during 1991 for tribals as a whole. The population of primitive tribes during 1981 census was 12,921. The average decennial growth rate of primitive tribes is estimated as 18.17% considering the period from 1981 to 1999-2000. This rate is also slightly less than the decadal growth rate for all tribals found during 1991 census [22.75%]. The estimated population of tribals in the State during 1996-97 is 3,59,176. Hence the primitive tribes population arrived at during 1996-97 through the survey is 4.89% of this.


Among the primitive tribes, Kattunaikans form the majority. Their total population is 11,871 [71.17%]. Cholanaikans are the smallest group among them. They number only 384 with 88 families. The population of Kurumbas, Kadars and Korages are 1,602, 1,472 and 1,349 respectively.


Unlike the State’s population, the sex ratio of primitive tribes is low [978]. This is true in the case of tribals as a whole also. However, in the case of Koragas, females outnumber males [1007].


The proportion of tribal children in the age group (0-5) is 9.97% of the total PTG population. This proportion was 15.02% during 1991 in respect of the total tribal population in the State.


The literacy rate of primitive tribes during 1996-97 is found to be 26.10%. The highest literacy rate of 54.07% is found among the Koragas. Cholanaikans have the lowest literacy rate of 9.71%. The literacy of Kattunaikans are also poor [20.77%]. However, Kadar and Kurumbas show better literacy rates of 40.79 and 32.36 respectively.

2. EDUCATION

As per the PTG survey 1996-97, the number of primitive tribes who passed SSLC is 66 only. Whereas the number of SSLC failed PTGs is 142. It is seen that no person has passed SSLC from the Cholanaikan community. Though the Kattunaikans form the majority, they could produce only 25 SSLC holders.


It is seen that 28.05% of the tribal families have school facilities within a radius of 1 KM. More than 17% of the families lack such facilities within a radius of 5 Kms. Cholanaikan families totally lack school facilities. They have to walk more than 8 Kms for reaching the nearest primary school. The Kadars of Trissoor district & Palakkad districts, the Kurumbas of Palakkad districts also have difficulty in school access within 5 Kms. The Kattunaikans however, has comparatively lesser problem with regard to school infrastructure facilities.


As regards the high school facilities, 8.69% only have facility within one Km. Around 49% of families lack this facility within 5 km radius. In the case of Cholanaikan, Kurumbas and Kadars this problem is very significant. However, Kattunaikans have better facilities when compared with other [around 59% have high school facility in 5 Kms radius].


The survey revealed that 559 PTG children did not join the schools even after completing 6 years of age. This is estimated as 28% of the total likely PTG children in the age group [6-12]. The rate is alarming and calls for immediate attention for the formulation of long standing projects for the enrolment and continued education of these children. This problem is uniformly distributed over the 4 PTG communities, except Koragas for which only five children remain non-enrolled. Distance of schools, lack of interest/awareness, financial backwardness etc., are the reasons for this. This problem is very serious among the Kattunaikans. Out of the 559 tribals children 298 [53.33%] are from Kattunaikans.

3. HEALTH

The health infrastructure in PTG areas is not appreciable. 1.33% families only have dispensaries /PHCs in their settlements itself. The proportion of ST families with this facility in 1 Km radius is 16.09%. It is distressing to note that nearly 21% of the ST families have to walk more than 8 Kms for reaching either a dispensary or a PH centre. Cholanaikan, Kurumba and Kadars have more difficulty in access to hospital facilities.


It was observed that 117 PTG deaths occurred during the last one year preceding the date of survey. TB, Heart Attack, Fever, Stomach problems, viral fever etc., are the major causes for these deaths. It is worthwhile to note that no infant deaths were reported during the reference period. Therefore this aspect needs detailed investigation, particularly in the context that the percentage of PTG children in the age groups (0-5) is found to be only 9.97%.


Among the 118 tribal disease cases reported, 55 patients were affected by TB, 5 by Cancer, 5 by Sickle cell anaemia, 10 by Leprosy, 4 by hepatitis and 39 by other diseases. This reveals the fact that tribals in general and PTGs in particular are affected by deadly diseases like TB, Leprosy and cancer etc. TB is highly prevalent among Kattunaikans and Koragas. Sickle cell anaemia is seen among Kattunaikans only. Leprosy patients are seen among Kadars and Kattunaikans. Adequate health extension work with IEC activities only can solve this vicious health hazard among these tribals. The actual health situation would have been much worse, as an exclusive health survey only can reveal the health situation realistically.

4. HOUSING


According to the Survey 19.33% of the PTG families have no own houses. 52.99% families reported that they had received houses from Government under various housing programmes. 42.16% families still have no good houses. In spite of the facilities provided by the Government, 53.29% said that they were in need of new houses. It is seen that only 4.49% families have sanitation facilities. All Kurumbas, Cholanaikan and almost all Kadars are not in the habit of using sanitary latrines. The housing conditions of Kurumbas are found to be worse. The demand for new houses from them is 72.89%. Kattunaikans stand second to them with 56.54%.

5. LAND

Out of the 4,406 PTG families, 1,512 are landless [34.32%]. It is seen that no Cholanaikan families are landless. Majority of the Kurumba families also possess land. But the landless problem is significant among the Kadar families. As per the survey 76.90% Kadar families are landless. 34.69% of the Kattunaikan families are also landless.


The land distribution pattern of PTGs shows that 37.60% of the PTGs possess only less than 25 cents of land. However, 17.95% PTG families have land in the range 50 cents and above. Among this group, 10.96% HAVE MORE THAN 1 ACRE OF LAND IN THEIR POSSESSION. Kurumba families of Palakkad district mainly characterise this group with more than 1 acre of land [82.22% of the Kurumbas]. Though a good number of Kurumba & Koraga families possess more than one acre of land, a large portion of their land areas are barren or uncultivable land [rocky, latrite stone etc.] 

6. ROAD

The survey revealed that 10.07% of the PTG families [444 families] are living in remote inaccessible areas. They have to walk more than 8 Kms to reach the nearest motorable road. However, nearly 79% PTG families have motorable road within a radius of 3 Kms. This achievement is, in fact, due to the intermittent efforts made through the TSP strategy over the years. It is a real achievement that 10% of the PTG families have motorable road through their colonies.


Remoteness is mostly seen in the Kurumba and Cholanaikan habitats followed by Kadar. All the Koraga habitats are accessible by motorable roads.

7. ELECTRIFICATION [POWER]

Out of the 4,406 PTG families, 3,690 [83.74%] families have no power connection in the habitat/settlement in which they are living. It is a pity to see that any of the Cholanaikan or Kurumba habitats has not been electrified as on the date of survey in 1996-97. It is worthwhile noticing that more than 74% of the Koraga families have power in their settlements. The progress of electrification in Kadar habitats is around 29%, in spite of their remoteness in location. In the case of the Kattunaikans, however, only 9.42% have power within their settlements. Like the Cholanaikans, the Kattunaikans in Malappuram district are worst affected by power problem.

8. DRINKING WATER

It is seen that 30.59% of the PTG families have drinking water problems in their habitats. The problem is comparatively high among the Kadars, especially those in Trissoor district [60%]. Cholanaikans have been reported to be completely free from this problem. Since the Cholanaikans are depending on the streams for drinking water, we have to justify as how far they can depend on the quality of the water, they are using. The problem is less significant among the Kattunaikan families.

9. INCOME

It is seen that out of the 4,406 PTG families, 4,332 families fall in the group with annual income less than or equal to Rs.5,000/-. This is 98.32% of the total PTG families during 1996-97. It is distressing to note that only 11 families [0.25%] have annual family income more than Rs.15,000. Considering the BPL rates [Rs.22,000] prevailed during VIII plan period, we can infer that 99.75% of the PTG families were living below poverty line during 1996-97.


The income distribution shows marginal improvement in the case of Kadars and among a small faction of the Kattunaikans. 11 persons are found to have regular salaried income. All others are either casual labourers, occasional forest workers, or those engaged in MFP collection in dense forest areas.

10. RATION CARD OWENERSHIP/VIKAS PATHRA AVAILABILITY

According to the survey 26.51% of the PTG families have no ration cards during 1996-97. Kurumbas of Palakkad and Kattunaikan of Wayanad stand first with 37.35% and 31.54% respectively with regard to non-availability of ration cards. The problem is trivial between the Cholanaikan [26.14%] and the Kadars of Palakkad [17.44%]. Only 9.79% of the Kadar families in Trissoor lack ration cards, even though they are living in dense forest areas. The survey warrants us to take immediate action for distributing ration cards to the remaining 1168 families also.


The Vikas Pathra is a Ration card like document, which was distributed to all the tribal families during 1992-93. The purpose of this document is to help the tribal families record all the benefits received by them from various tribal development sources, as also their basic demographic particulars in this document. Though this document was given to all tribal families including PTG families, the survey dhows that 53.60% families were lacking this document during 1996-97. This is a clear indicator, which shows the ignorance of PTGs about the various programmes implemented by various departments and Panchayaths, and their poor circumstances, which might have led to the loss of the Vikas Pathras.


On analyzing community-wise it is seen that the entire Cholanaikan families are lacking Vikas Pathras. In the case of Kurumbas 98.49% are in this group, whereas in the case of Koragas 97.37% families are having Vikas Pathras. This is a clear sign of the increase in consciousness among the Koragas’ families compared with others.

11. FOOD HABITS

11.1 Cholanaikan

Rice is reported as the major staple food of Cholanaikans. It is supplemented by roots, tubers, seeds, fruits meat etc. They rarely use intoxicating drinks. They use to take meals 3 times a day.

11.2 Kattunaikan


All Kattunaikans use rice as their staple food supplemented by fish, vegetables, tapioca, wheat etc. They usually take light food in the evening. In the noon they use kanji and in the evening rice with dishes. Use of wheat by them is a clear sign of the change in life style occurred as a result of their contact with the mainstream over the years.

11.3 Kurumbas

As the Kurumbas are cultivators, they produce a portion of their food grains in their own lands. But almost all Kurumbas reported that they were coolies, at the time of the survey. Till recently, ragi was their staple food. Now a discernible change from ragi to rice is seen among all Kurumba families. They also use chama, edible roots, fruits, vegetables, meat etc. Kurumbas consume liquor frequently. They take meals thrice daily.

11.4 Kadars

Rice is the staple food of Kadars. They use tapioca, wheat, tubers, vegetables, meat, fish etc. Use of wheat shows their change in food habits as a result of their contact with the non-tribals. They consume liquor rarely.

11.5 Koragas
Like other PTGs, the staple food of Koragas is rice. They use ‘Pazhankanji’, the balance food of the evening, in the morning. Their cooking is mainly in the evening. Meat, dried & fresh fish, roots & tubers are their supplementary food items. A majority of the Koragas is addicted to alcohol. They chew betel leaf. Koraga men are chain smokers. 

FINDINGS OF THE SURVEY

SETTLEMENT-WISE

1. A SETTLEMENT-WISE ANALYSIS OF PTGs

1.1 General

According to the PTG survey 1996-97, there are 398 primitive tribes settlements in the state. The total PTG families being 4,406, the average households per settlement are found as 11 and the average population per settlement is estimated as 41. The district-wise distribution of PTG settlements in 1996-97 is given below.

TABLE NO. 5.2 TOTAL POPULATION OF PRIMITIVE TRIBES

	Name of District
	No. of PTG Settlements
	No. of families
	Population

	1. Kasaragod
	52
	417
	1349

	2. Trisoor
	9
	235
	876

	3. Wayanad
	292
	2885
	10770

	4. Malappuram
	23
	335
	1370

	5. Palakkad
	21
	504
	2198

	6. Kozhikode
	1
	30
	115

	Total
	398
	4406
	16678


73.36% of the PTG settlements are seen in Wayanad district. Kasaragod ranks second with 52 settlements. There is only one settlement in Kozhikode district. The highest number of PTG families per settlement is seen in Kozhikode district (30). Trissoor and Palakkad rank second and third with 26 and 21 families respectively. Kasaragod, Wayanad and Malappuram have comparatively lesser families per settlement.


The highest population per settlement is also found in Kozhikode district [115]. Palakkad and Trissoor are in the second and third position with 104 and 99 families respectively. Kasaragod has the least population per settlement.


A list of Grama Panchayaths with highest PTG concentration and the population therein are given below.

	Name of District
	Grama Panchayat
	Community
	No. of Settlement
	Population

	Malappuram
	Karulai
	Cholanaikan
	5
	377

	
	Vazhikadavu
	Cholanaikan
	2
	219

	
	Edakkara
	Kattunaikan
	2
	209

	
	Chunkathara
	Kattunaikan
	4
	208

	Palakkad
	Puthoor
	Kurumba
	15
	1602

	
	Muthalamada
	Kadar
	4
	425

	Wayanad
	Meppadi
	Kattunaikan
	6
	199

	
	Muttil
	Kattunaikan
	8
	339

	
	Panamaram
	Kattunaikan
	9
	243

	
	Thirunelli
	Kattunaikan
	50
	2189

	
	Ambalavayal
	Kattunaikan
	11
	262

	
	Kidanganadu
	Kattunaikan
	24
	978

	
	Meenangadi
	Kattunaikan
	21
	567

	
	Mullankolli
	Kattunaikan
	8
	622

	
	Nenmeni
	Kattunaikan
	14
	301

	
	Noolpuzha
	Kattunaikan
	34
	1288

	
	Poothadi
	Kattunaikan
	33
	1281

	
	Pulpalli
	Kattunaikan
	24
	791

	Trissoor
	Athirappalli
	Kadar
	2
	234

	
	Pariyam
	Kadar
	5
	430

	Kasargod
	Badiyadka
	Koraga
	6
	325

	
	Manjeswara
	Koraga
	1
	402

	Kozhikode
	Maruthonkara
	Kattunaikan
	1
	115


It is seen that Thirunelli Grama Panchayath in Wayanad is having the highest PTG concentration with 50 settlements and 2189 population. Puthoor grama Panchayath in Attappady [Palakkad] stands in the 2nd place with 15 settlements and 1602 population. The other Panchayaths with comparatively higher PTG population are Noolpuzha in Wayanad [1288], Poothadi in Wayanad [1281], Kidanganadu in Wayanad [978] and Pulpalli in Wayanad [791].


The following table gives the distribution of block Panchayaths and Grama Panchayaths with primitive tribes population.

	District
	Total No. of Block Panchayaths
	Total No. of Grama Panchayaths
	No. of Block Panchayaths with PTG population
	No. of Grama Panchayaths or villages with PTG population

	Malappuram
	14
	94
	3
	9

	Palakkad
	13
	90
	4
	4

	Wayanad
	3
	24
	3
	32 

	Kasaragod
	4
	37
	1
	12

	Trissoor
	17
	98
	1
	3

	Kozhikode
	12
	76
	1
	1

	Total
	63
	419
	13
	61



It is seen that the primitive tribes population is distributed over almost all the Grama Panchayaths in Wayanad district. In Kasaragod district 12 out of 37 Grama Panchayaths have PTG population. Malappuram and Palakkad occupy the third and fourth position with 9 and 4 Grama Panchayaths having PTG population. Assuming that almost all Panchayaths in Wayanad district have PTG population the percentage of Grama Panchayaths with PTG population in the state is estimated as 12.64% of the total Grama Panchayaths of 6 districts having PTG population. 

1.2 Remote Settlements

If we assume that PTG settlements with motorable road beyond 8 Kms distance as one of the criteria for remoteness there are 18 such settlements. The list of these is given separately.


Even if motorable road is passing through the Malakkapara settlement in Paraiyam Panchayath of Trissoor district, we have to travel 100 Kms from Chalakkudi through dense forests for reaching this settlement. Majority of the remote settlements are found in Malappuram, Palakkad and Trissoor districts.

TABLE No. 5.3

 POPULATION & LITERACY

POPULATION & LITERACY OF PRIMITIVE TRIBES AS PER THE PRIMITIVE TRIBES SURVEY 1996-97

 (COMMUNITY-WISE)

	Sl.

No.
	Name of Community
	No.of house

holds
	
Male 
	Female
	Total
	Sex ratio
	
Male
	Female
	Total
	(0-5) Age group
	Literacy rate
	Area of Habit
	Jurisdiction of PO/TDO

	1
	Cholanaikan
	88
	206
	178
	384
	864
	11
	20
	31
	46
	9.17
	Nilambur
	Nilambur

	2
	Kurumbas
	332
	819
	783
	1602
	956
	283
	170
	453
	202
	32.36
	Attappadi
	PO. Attappadi

	3
	Kattunaikans
	3162
	5991
	5880
	11871
	981
	1156
	1073
	2228
	1145
	20.77
	Wayanad

Nilambur

Kozhikode
	PO/TDO in Wayanad
PO, Nilambur

TDO, Thamarasery

	4
	Kadars
	407
	744
	728
	1472
	978
	294
	235
	529
	175
	40.79
	Trissoor

Palakkad
	TDO, Muvattupuzha

TDO, Palakkad

	5
	Koragas
	417
	672
	677
	1349
	1007
	338
	340
	678
	95
	54.07
	Kasargod
	TDO, Kasaragod 

	
	Total
	4406
	8432
	8246
	16678
	978
	2081
	1838
	3919
	1663
	26.10
	
	


(PO=Project Officer, ITDP, and TDO= Tribal Development Officer)

POPULATION & LITERACY OF PRIMITIVE TRIBES AS PER THE PRIMITIVE TRIBES SURVEY 1996-97

(DISTRICT-WISE)

	Sl.No
	Name of District
	Name of Community
	No. of house holds
	
Male
	Female
	Total
	Sex Ratio
	
Male
	Female
	Total
	Literacy rate
	(0-5) Age
	Remarks***

	1

2

3 

4

5

6
	Malappuram

Palakkad

Wayanad

Kozhikode

Trissoor

Kasargod
	1. Cholanaikan

2. Kattunaikan

1. Kurumbas

2. Kadars

Kattunaikan

Kattunaikan

Kadar

Koragas
	88

247

332

172

2885

30

235

417
	206

485

819

294

5452

54

450

672
	178

501

783

302

5318

61

426

677
	384

986

1602

596

10770

115

876

1349
	864

1033

956

1027

975

1130

947

1007
	11

97

283

123

1045

13

171

338
	20

111

170

101

945

17

134

340
	31

208

453

224

1990

30

305

678
	9.17

23.74

32.36

43.84

20.43

27.52

38.80

54.07
	46

110

202

85

1029

6

90

95
	The survey could not cover the anticipated 5% Pri. Tribes found as dispersed mainly in the adjoining districts of 6 districts where the survey has been done

	
	
	Total
	4406
	8432
	8246
	16678
	978
	2081
	1838
	3919
	26.10
	1663
	


TABLE No.5.4

EDUCATION

DISTRICT-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SSLC FAILED PTGs 1999-2000
	Sl. No.
	Name of District
	Name of Community
	No. of SSLC Failed

	1
	Malappuram


	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	0

4

	2
	Palakkad
	Kurumba

Kadars
	36

19

	3
	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	61

	4
	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	0

	5
	Trissoor
	Kadar
	7

	6
	Kasargod
	Koragas
	15

	
	Total
	
	142


COMMUNITY-WISE DISTRIBUTION OF SSLC FAILED PTGs 1999-2000

	Sl. No.
	Name of Community
	No. of SSLC passed

	1
	Cholanaikan
	0

	2
	Kurumbas
	17

	3
	Kattunaikan
	25

	4
	Kadar
	12

	5
	Koragas
	12


TABLE NO. 5.5

AVAILABILITY OF L.P. SCHOOLS IN PTG TRIBAL AREAS (COMMUNITY-WISE) 
	Sl.No
	Name of Community
	Families    having

1 Km
	School    facilities

5 Kms
	within a  radius of        

More than 5 Kms

	1
	Cholanaikan
	0
	0
	88

	2
	Kattunaikan
	901
	2856
	306

	3
	Kurumbas
	79
	194
	138

	4
	Kadar
	80
	173
	234

	5
	Koragas
	176
	415
	2

	
	Total
	1236
	3638
	768


AVAILABILITY OF L.P. SCHOOLS IN TRIBAL AREAS (PTG) 

DISTRICT-WISE 
	Sl.No
	District
	Name of 

Community
	Families having

1 Km
	School facilities

5 Kms
	within a radius of

more than 5 Kms

	1
	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	0

9
	0

70
	88

177

	2
	Palakkad
	Kurumbas

Kadars
	79

16
	194

31
	138

141

	3
	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	892
	2756
	129

	4
	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	0
	30
	0

	5
	Trissoor
	Kadar
	64
	142
	93

	6
	Kasargod
	Koraga
	176
	415
	2

	
	
	Total
	1236
	3638
	768


TABLE No. 5.6

AVAILABILITY OF HIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES IN PTG TRIBAL AREAS COMMUNITY-WISE 
	Name of Community
	Families having

1 Km
	high school facility

5 Kms
	within a radius of

more than 5 Kms
	Total families

	Cholanaikan
	0
	0
	88
	88

	Kattunaikan
	294
	1857
	1305
	3162

	Kurumbas
	0
	13
	319
	332

	Kadars
	0
	3
	404
	407

	Koragas
	89
	380
	37
	417

	Total
	383
	2253
	2153
	4406


AVAILABILITY OF HIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES IN PTG TRIBAL AREAS DISTRICT-WISE 
	Sl.

No
	Name of District
	Name of 

Community
	Families having High School facility within a radius of

 1 Km                      5 Kms               >5 Kms
	Total Families

	1
	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	  0                            0                       88

  0                            0                     247
	88

247

	2 
	Palakkad
	Kurumbas
	  0                          13                     319     
	332

	3
	Wayanad
	Kadars
	  0                            0                     172 
	172

	4
	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	  0                          30                        0 
	30

	5
	Trissoor
	Kadar
	  0                            3                     232
	235

	6
	Kasargod
	Koraga
	 89                        380                      37
	417

	
	
	Total
	383                 2253              2153
	4406


TABLE No.5.7
No. OF PTG CHILDREN WHO DID NOT JOIN SCHOOLS AFTER COMPLETION OF 6 YEARS [COMMUNITY-WISE]

	Sl.No
	Community
	No. of Children
	Reasons for non-enrolment

	1
	Cholanaikan
	43
	Absence of schools, school distance, lack of interest of parents

	2
	Kattunaikan
	298
	Lack of interest, school distance, financial problem 

	3
	Kurumba
	143
	Financial problem, long distance, ignorance etc

	4
	Kadars
	70
	Financial problem, long distance

	5
	Koragas
	5
	Ignorance, Physical disability etc

	
	Total
	559
	


DISTRICT-WISE No. OF PTG CHILDREN WHO DID NOT JOIN SCHOOLS EVEN AFTER COMPLETION OF 6 YEARS [DISTRICT-WISE]

	Sl.No
	Distict
	Community
	No.of Students
	Reasons for non-enrolment

	1
	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	43

109
	Absence of schools, school distance, lack of interest of parents & financial problem

	2
	Palakkad
	Kurumbas

Kadars
	143

26
	Financial problem, long distance, ignorance

	3
	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	189
	Lack of interest, school distance, financial problem etc.

	4
	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	0
	---Do---

	5
	Trissoor
	Kadar
	44
	Financial problem, long distance

	6
	Kasargod
	Koragas
	5
	Ignorance, physical disability etc


TABLE No.5.8

RATION CARD
OWNERSHIP OF RATION CARD (COMMUNITY-WISE)
	Sl.No
	Name of community
	Total families
	No.of families with ration card
	No. of families without ration card
	% of PTG families without ration card

	1
	Cholanaikan
	88
	65
	23
	26.14

	2
	Kattunaikan
	3162
	2205
	952
	30.11

	3
	Kurumba
	332
	208
	124
	37.35

	4
	Kadar
	407
	354
	53
	13.02

	5
	Koragas
	417
	401
	16
	3.84

	
	Total
	4406
	3233
	1168
	26.51


OWNERSHIP OF RATION CARD (DISTRICT-WISE)
	District
	Name of community
	Total families
	No. of families with ration card
	No. of families without ration card
	% of PTG families without ration card

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	88

247
	65

211
	23

36
	26.14

14.57

	Palakkad
	Kurumbas

Kadars
	332

172
	208

142
	124

30
	37.35

17.44

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	2885
	1970
	910
	31.54

	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	30
	24
	6
	20.00

	Trissoor
	Kadar
	235
	212
	23
	9.79

	Kassargod
	Koraga
	417
	401
	16
	3.84

	
	Total
	4406
	3233
	1168
	26.51


TABLE No. 5.9 HOUSING

HOUSING NEED OF PTGs IN 1999-2000 (COMMUNITY-WISE)
	                                                                                                                                                         No. of  PTGs who (families)

Name of Community          Total           have no          have own     have no         have good    received                  need new      have latrine
                                                 families         own house       house             good house      house             houses from govt.      houses            facility

	Cholanaikan                      88                  26              62                 26              62                   62                    26                0

	Kattunaikan                   3162                588          2574             1498          1664               1593               1788             184

	Kurumba                         332                  22            310                 82            250                 105                  242                0

	Kadar                              407                159            248               165            242                 220                  163                 3

	Koragas                           417                  57            360                 87            330                 355                  129               11

	                 Total            4406                852          3554             1858          2548               2335                2348             198


HOUSING NEED OF PTGs IN 1999-2000 (DISTRICT-WISE)
	                                                                                                                                                         No. of  PTGs who (families)

District               Community                   Total            have        have      have          have        received          need             have 
                                                                                               no own      own        no good      good         houses                new               latrine

                                                                         families         house       house       house          house       from govt.         houses            facility

	Malappuram       Cholanaikan                     88             26         62          26            62           62                 26                0

                          Kattunaikan                   247           52       195          78          169          161                88               19

	Palakkad           Kurumbas                      332           22       310          82          250          105               242                0

                          Kadars                           172         102         70        102            70            71                 71                0  

	Wayanad           Kattunaikan                 2885         535     2350      1419        1466        1403             1699            165

	Kozhikode        Kattunaikan                     30             1          29           1            29             29                  1                 0

	Trissoor            Kadar                             235            57       178          63         172           149                 92                3

	Kasargod          Koragas                         417             57       360         87          330           355               129              11

	                              Total                       4406          852      3554     1858        2548         2335             2348            198


TABLE No.5.10

ROAD

1. DISTANCE OF HOUSEHOLDS FROM MOTORABLE ROAD 

(COMMUNITY-WISE)

                              No. of families who have motorable road within a radius of

	Community
	0 Km
	1 Km
	3 Kms
	5 Kms
	8 Kms
	Total families
	Remote families

	Cholanaikan
	0
	0
	0
	0
	51
	88
	37

	Kattunaikan
	250
	2039
	2692
	2856
	3013
	3162
	149

	Kurumba
	5
	19
	105
	131
	189
	332
	143

	Kadar
	157
	222
	269
	289
	292
	407
	115

	Koragas
	75
	398
	415
	417
	417
	417
	0

	Total
	487
	2678
	3481
	3693
	3962
	4406
	444


2. DISTANCE OF HOUSEHOLDS FROM MOTORABLE ROAD 

(DISTRICT-WISE)

                                                 No. of  families who have motorable road within a radius of

	District
	Community
	0 Km
	1 Km
	3 Kms
	5 Kms
	8 Kms
	Total families
	Remote families

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	0

22
	0

54
	0

54
	0

91
	51

179
	88

247
	37

68

	Palakkad
	Kurumba

Kadar
	5

93
	19

140
	105

140
	131

141
	189

144
	332

172
	143

28

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	228
	1985
	2608
	2735
	2804
	2885
	81

	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	0
	0
	30
	30
	30
	30
	0

	Trissoor
	Kadar
	64
	82
	129
	148
	148
	235
	87

	Kasargod
	Koraga
	75
	398
	415
	417
	417
	417
	0

	
	Total
	487
	2678
	3481
	3693
	3962
	4406
	444


TABLE No.5.11.1

LAND PARTICULARS OF PTGs  - COMMUNITY-WISE

(land in acres)

	No. of Families who
	No. of PTG families who own land in the range

	District
	Name of Community
	Total No. of families
	Own land
	Do not own land
	<=0.05
	>0.05 & <=0.25
	>0.25 & <=0.50
	>0.50 & <=1.0
	>1.0

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan
	88
	88
	0
	47
	41
	0
	0
	0

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	3162
	2065
	1097
	285
	1060
	360
	189
	171

	Palakkad
	Kurumba
	332
	274
	58
	0
	0
	0
	1
	273

	
	Kadar
	407
	94
	313
	25
	52
	2
	15
	0

	Kozhikode
	Koraga
	417
	373
	44
	1
	146
	84
	103
	39

	
	Total
	4406
	2894
	1512
	358
	1299
	446
	308
	483


Source: Records of district tribal welfare department
TABLE No.5.11.2

LAND PARTICULARS OF PTGs  - DISTRICT-WISE

(land in acres)

	District
	Name of Community
	Total No. of families
	Own land
	Do not own land
	<=0.05
	>0.05 & <=0.25
	>0.25 & <=0.50
	>0.50 & <=1.0
	>1.0

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	88

247
	88

206
	0

41
	47

8
	41

171
	0

18
	0

6
	0

3

	Palakkad
	Kadar

Kurumba
	172

332
	14

274
	158

58
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	14

1
	0

273

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	2885
	1831
	1054
	277
	870
	337
	179
	168

	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan

Koraga
	30

417
	28

373
	2

44
	0

1
	19

146
	5

84
	4

103
	0

39

	Trissoor
	Kadar
	235
	80
	155
	25
	52
	2
	1
	0

	
	Total
	4406
	2894
	1512
	358
	1299
	446
	308
	483


Source: Records of district tribal welfare department

TABLE No.5.12
POWER
1. AVAILABILITY OF POWER (ELECTRICITY) IN SETTLEMENT (COMMUNITY-WISE)
	Sl. No.
	Community
	Total 

families
	No of families with power in settlement
	No of families without power in settlement

	1
	Cholanaikan
	88
	0
	88

	2
	Kattunaikan
	3162
	298
	2864

	3
	Kurumba
	332
	0
	332

	4
	Kadar
	407
	109
	298

	5
	Koraga
	417
	309
	108

	
	Total
	4406
	716
	3690


2. AVAILABILITY OF POWER (ELECTRICITY) IN SETTLEMENT (DISTRICT-WISE)
	District
	Community
	No. of families with power in settlement
	No. of families without power in settlement
	Total No of families

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	0

5
	88

242
	88

247

	Palakkad
	Kurumba

Kadar
	0

1
	332

171
	332

172

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	263
	2622
	2885

	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	30
	0
	30

	Trissoor
	Kadar
	108
	127
	235

	Kasargod
	Koragas
	309
	108
	417

	
	Total
	716
	3690
	4406


TABLE No.5.13

DRINKING WATER
1. AVAILABILITY OF DRINKING WATER IN SETTLEMENTS 

(COMMUNITY-WISE)
	Community
	No of families with water in settlement
	No of families without water in settlement
	Total No of families
	% of ST families with water problem

	Cholanaikan
	88
	0
	88
	0.00

	Kattunaikan
	2227
	935
	3162
	29.57

	Kurumba
	199
	133
	332
	40.06

	Kadar
	187
	220
	407
	54.05

	Koraga
	357
	60
	417
	14.39

	Total
	3058
	1348
	4406
	30.59


2. AVAILABILITY OF DRINKING WATER IN SETTLEMENTS 

(DISTRICT-WISE)
	District
	Community
	No of families with water in settlement
	No of families without water in settlement
	Total No of families
	% of ST families with water problem

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	88

217
	0

30
	88

247
	0.00

12.15

	Palakkad
	Kurumba

Kadar
	199

93
	133

79
	332

172
	40.06

45.93

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	1980
	905
	2885
	31.37

	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	30
	0
	30
	0.00

	Trissoor
	Kadar
	94
	141
	235
	60.00

	Kasargod
	Koraga
	357
	60
	417
	14.39

	
	Total
	3058
	1348
	4406
	30.59


5.14 HEALTH
1. AVAILABILITY OF HOSPITALS IN TRIBAL SETTLEMENTS (COMMUNITY-WISE)

    No of families who have hospital facilities within a radius of 
	Community
	0 Km
	1 Km
	3 Kms
	5 Kms
	8 Kms
	Total families

	Cholanaikan
	0
	0
	0
	0
	51
	88

	Kattunaikan
	18
	573
	1540
	2259
	2852
	3162

	Kurumba
	0
	1
	1
	1
	23
	332

	Kadar
	41
	55
	87
	90
	105
	407

	Koragas
	0
	80
	256
	350
	408
	417

	Total
	59
	709
	1884
	2700
	3439
	4406


2. AVAILABILITY OF HOSPITALS IN TRIBAL SETTLEMENTS 

(DISTRICT-WISE)

                                     No of families who have hospital facilities within a radius of
	District
	Community
	1 Km
	3 Kms
	5 Kms
	8 Kms
	Total families

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	0

5
	0

5
	0

26
	51

167
	88

247

	Palakkad
	Kurumba

Kadar
	1

14
	1

46
	1

46
	23

61
	332

172

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	568
	1535
	2233
	2655
	2885

	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	0
	0
	0
	30
	30

	Trissoor
	Kadar
	41
	41
	44
	44
	235

	Kasargod
	Koragas
	80
	256
	350
	408
	417

	
	Total
	709
	1884
	2700
	3439
	4406


TABLE No.5.15
1. No. OF PTG DEATHS INCLUDING INFANT DEATHS IN THE YEAR 1996
	Community
	No. of deaths
	
	No. of child deaths
	Reasons for death
	Remarks

	Cholanaikan
	1
	$$
	0
	Arthrities
	$$

	Kattunaikan
	82
	
	0
	T.B, Heart attack, fever, suicide, stomach pain problems
	As no infant deaths reported detailed survey/ study needed

	Kurumbas
	5
	
	0
	T.B
	

	Kadars
	22
	
	0
	T.B. Accident etc
	

	Koragas
	7
	
	0
	Old age, T.B. Viral fever
	

	Total
	117
	
	0
	
	


2. No. OF PTG DEATHS INCLUDING INFANT DEATHS IN THE YEAR 1996
	District
	Community
	No of deaths
	No. of child deaths
	Reason for death

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	1

14
	0

0
	Arthritis

T.B

	Palakkad
	Kurumbas

Kadars
	5

10
	0

0
	T.B., old age

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	64
	0
	T.B. Mental disease

	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	4
	0
	

	Trissoor
	Kadar
	12
	0
	Viral fever

	Kasargod
	Koraga
	7
	0
	Viral fever, old age, TB

	
	Total
	117
	
	


TABLE No.5.16

OCCURRENCE OF DISEASE AMONG PTGs (COMMUNITY-WISE) LAST ONE YEAR

No of PTGs affected by
	Community
	T.B.
	Cancer
	Sickle cell anemia
	Leprosy
	Skin disease
	Hepatitis
	Fever
	Others
	Total

	Cholanaikan
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	1
	2

	Kattunaikan
	38
	3
	5
	4
	
	4
	
	29
	83

	Kurumba
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2

	Kadars
	4
	2
	
	5
	
	
	
	4
	15

	Koragas
	11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	16

	Total
	55
	5
	5
	10
	0
	4
	0
	39
	118


OCCURRENCE OF DISEASE AMONG PTGs (DISTRICT-WISE) LAST ONE YEAR

No of PTGs affected by
	District
	Community
	T.B.
	Cancer
	Sickle cell anemia
	Leprosy
	Skin disease
	Hepatitis 
	Fever
	Others 
	Total

	Malappuram
	Cholanaikan

Kattunaikan
	5
	
	
	1

4
	
	4
	
	1

5
	2

18

	Palakkad
	Kadar

Kurumba
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	3

2

	Wayanad
	Kattunaikan
	33
	3
	5
	
	
	
	
	20
	61

	Kozhikode
	Kattunaikan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	4

	Trissoor
	Kadar
	4
	2
	
	5
	
	
	
	1
	12

	Kasargod
	Koragas
	11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	16

	
	Total
	55
	5
	5
	10
	0
	4
	0
	39
	118


TABLE No.5.17

INCOME DISTRIBUTION OF PTGs (COMMUNITY-WISE)
No of families with annual income
	Community
	<=5000
	5001-10000
	10001 - <=15000
	15001 – 20000
	20001 – 25000 
	>25000
	Total families

	Cholanaikan
	88
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	88

	Kattunaikan
	3126
	24
	10
	0
	2
	0
	3162

	Kurumbas
	331
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	332

	Kadars
	371
	27
	1
	0
	6
	2
	407

	Koragas
	416
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	417

	Total
	4332
	52
	11
	0
	8
	3
	4406


INCOME DISTRIBUTION OF PTGs (DISTRICT-WISE)
         No of families with annual income
	Community
	<=5000
	5001-10000
	10001 - <=15000
	15001 – 20000
	20001 – 25000 
	>25000
	Total families

	MALAPPURAM - Cholanaikan

                                Kattunaikan
	88

247
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	88

247

	PALAKKAD       -  Kurumbas

                             -  Kadars
	331

140
	1

25
	0

0
	0

0
	0

6
	0

1
	332

172

	WAYANAD        -  Kattunaikan
	2855
	18
	10
	0
	2
	0
	2885

	KOZHIKODE      -  Kattunaikan
	24
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0
	30

	TRISSOOR          -  Kadar
	231
	2
	1
	0
	0
	1
	235

	KASARAGOD    -   Koragas
	416
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	417

	Total
	4332
	52
	11
	0
	8
	3
	4406


PART – C
LAND ALIENATION OF SCHEDULED TRIBES IN KERALA


Alienation of land is a serious problem faced by the scheduled tribes. The number of landless tribals has increased during the last decade and several reasons can be attributed to this phenomenon. 


Scheduled tribes largely depend upon non-tribals to meet their credit requirements. The socio-economic survey of tribals, reveals that tribals alienate their lands mainly for meeting their domestic expenses and for clearing their past debts. Other causes for land alienation are marriage ceremonies and medical treatments.

LAND ALIENATION: BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM


The tribal population of Kerala can be classified into two broad categories according to the status of their land holdings viz.,

1. Landless Tribals

2. Landed Tribals.


Landless Tribals are those who own no land at all or those with tiny holdings say upto 5 cents. Their landlessness arose due to various reasons.  

(i) Traditionally landless, being the descendents of slaves or bonded labourers, or agricultural labourers such as Adiyas, Panys, Eravallens, Palliyan etc. 

(ii) Being nomadic character and were engaged in hunting and collection of forest produces such as Koragas, Malai Pandarams, and Cholanaikans etc.

(iii) Who become pauperized due to land alienations, such as Kanikkars, Malayarayas, Muthuvans, Irulars, Mudugas, Kurumars, Kurinchiars.

(iv) Who become dispossessed of the land holdings within the forests due to encroachments by non-tribal population, such as Kannikkars, Malayarays, Mannans, Muthuvans etc.

The present government in its election manifesto has given a promise to the people of Kerala that it will give one acre of land to the landless tribal family if voted to power. On 16th October 20001 Government of Kerala had taken a decision to give 1 to 5 acres of land to landless tribals depending on the availability of land following an agitation spearheaded by Adivasi Gothra Maha Sabha.


Demand for agricultural land from this category of landless population is reasonable, and State has the responsibility to solve their problems. Presently, this is being attended to by the TRDM. Government of Kerala had sent proposals to Government of India for seeking prior approval for distributing 12,196 hectors of vested forestland to the tribals. Government has not got the clearance so for. The previous Government also sought permission from the Government of India to distribute 10,000 hectors of vested forestland to the landless tribals. But it also failed.


Landed Tribals can be categorized into two. 

(i) Those who are outside the forest and 

(ii) Those who are living within the forest.


Those living outside forest area can further be classified into two (i) Those with marginal landholdings, say, between 5 cents and one acre, (ii) Those with holdings exceeding one acre. The problem of small landholding is also being attended to by TRDM, through the decision for providing upto 1 acre of land to those own less than one acre of land.

Claims of Tribals living with in the forest


  On 13.03.2003 Sri. T.R. Balu, Honourable Union Minister for Environment and Forest told the Lok Sabha that the Centre has written to all the States to send proposals with records, for settlement of the issue of rights of tribals on forest land in a time bound manner. The minister clarified that provisions of the Forest [Conservation] Act 1980 did not interface with or restrict in any manner the rights, concessions and privileges of the tribals. “If the State government submit such proposals with relevant records, the issue of rights of tribals on forest land can be settled”, T.R. Balu said in Parliament.


 Government of India recognizes the rights of tribals living within the forests. Specific guidelines are issued from time to time protecting the tribals rights in the forest, such as right for pattas/ leases/ grants for forest lands, collection of NTFP, labour in forestry related activities, elimination of intermediaries in forestry operations, joint forest management, right of compensation for depredation by wild animals etc. Guidelines are also available for regularization of encroachments on forests, eviction and resettlement if necessary. Thus, under the existing guidelines, the tribal families are entitled for resettlement if they live within the core regions of the forest such as wildlife Sanctuaries. Families living elsewhere with the forests are entitled to get Record of Rights to the land possessed by them if they were occupying these lands prior to 1980. Hence, for protecting the tribals’ rights on forest, the State Government faces no impediments.


Actually, the State Government of Kerala had taken up the issue of Record of rights to tribal families living in forest at least twice in the past, once, during the 1980s under the 20 point programme, and later on during 1997. During 1997, Government had issued specific Government Orders also for the purpose. Yet, it seems most families entitled to get record of rights have not received it.  
Suggestions for solving the land problems of tribals living in the Forest:


The following suggestions are offered for solving the land problem of tribal families living within the forest. Approximately, 17,156 tribal families live in interior forests in 671 settlements and are engaged in the collection of minor forest products and forest protection works. As per the statement made by the Union Minister, if the proposals with records of these 17,156 families are sent to the government of India the issue of record of rights can be solved. It will be a major breakthrough as for the land problem of tribals in Kerala is concerned.

1. Under the Government order, the tribal families were to be issued record of rights by the Revenue Department after joint verification of the sites by the Revenue and Forest Departments. This procedure may be restarted, and the committees revived incorporating Nominees of the Scheduled Tribes Development Department also.
2. Any Tribal family occupying forestland found ineligible for record of right under the existing rules may be resettled outside the forest.

On the basis of the 1997 Government Order the present Government had distributed Record of Rights of 400 acres of reserve forest land to 168 Muthuvan families in Kuttampuzha of Ernakulam districts.

LEGISLATION OF TRIBAL LAND


Kerala Scheduled Tribes [Restriction of Transfer of land and Restoration of Alienated Lands Act 1975]


The exact records showing the land alienated by the tribals are not readily available. However data available in the Revenue Department is as follows:

	1
	No. of cases
	8088

	2
	Extend of area involved in 8088 cases
	6817.28 ha

	3
	Cases in which restoration ordered
	1201

	4
	Extend of land in 1201 cases
	183.93 ha

	5
	No. of cases in which actual restoration occurred
	3 cases


Thus it is seen that the 1975 Act did not benefit the Tribals.

The current year’s Annual Plan [2003-04]- Tribal Sub-Plan


The flow to Tribal sub-plan during the current year is Rs.88.50 crores. This is 2.29% of the State Plan outlay. In addition to this, the Government of India has sanctioned an amount of Rs.35.50 crores as Additional Central Assistance for packages of projects for development of Scheduled Tribes. The packages includes Rs.5 crore for resettlement of landless tribals, Rs.5.50 crore for water supply in Wayanad, Rs. 5 crore for Guaranteeing Quality Education to Tribals, Rs.10 crore for Health Insurance Scheme for tribal families and Rs.10 crore for Provision of Basic needs to primitive tribes. The total quantum of plan funds available for ST development including all Schemes of Central Assistance(SCA) during 2003-2004 is Rs.140.27 crores.

Special Programme for Resettlement of Landless Tribals:

At the time of setting the tribal agitation in the State during October 2001, the State had given an assurance to the tribals for resettling and rehabilitating the landless tribals in the lands identified in various parts of the state. The estimated number of landless ST families is 22,780. Those with less than one acre of land is 32,131.


During October 2001, the state constituted a body namely, “Tribal Resettlement and Development Mission (TRDM)”  for the purpose of resettlement and rehabilitation of the Landless and other eligible tribal families with less than 1 acre of land. The District Collectors have so for identified 21,775 acres of land.


The TRDM has been able to distribute 1740.20 acres of land so for, benefiting 810 ST families. The land distribution was done in the districts of Idukky, Kottayam, Ernakulam, Kozhikode and Kannoor.


During the current year Rs.4 crores has been budgeted under TSP for the resettlement and rehabilitation of landless tribals. Besides this Rs.5 crores has been received as Additional SCA from Government of India for this purpose. The TRDM has formulated a project for a period of 3 years for the rehabilitation of the identified families. The total cost of the project is Rs.172 crores. The TRDM has formulated a tribal Master plan for the full rehabilitation of landless and other eligible families. The total estimated cost envisaged in the Master plan is Rs.1,450 crores.

Distribution of Surplus/Bhoodhan Land


As far as Kerala is concerned the State has not given any land to the tribals under the Bhoodhan movement. The land distributed in Kerala under the Bhoodhan movement even in the general sector is negligible. 


As for the Kerala Land Reforms Act, 1962, the SC/ST families are eligible for 50% of the lands identified as surplus land in the state. The state has so far identified 1,39,892 acres of surplus land and 66,731 acres distributed. Under this programme tribal families were given 5,601 acres covering 8,089 tribal beneficiaries. The balance 73,161 acres of surplus land still remain undistributed.

Degraded Waste Lands:


As the density of population in Kerala is very high [642 persons per square Km] the extent of wasteland in the state is small compared to other states. Even this small fraction is under the ownership or possession of the non—tribals. Therefore, it would be difficult to identify and give degraded wastelands to the tribal families in Kerala.

KERALA SCHEDULED TRIBES [RESTRICTION ON TRANSFER OF LANDS AND RESTORATION OF ALIENATED LANDS] ACT 1975 and 1999.


The Kerala Scheduled Tribes (Restriction of Transfer of lands and Restoration of Alienated Lands (Act 1975, and 1999 passed by the legislative Assembly on 11.08.1975, was brought into force with effect from 01..01..1982 vide Government notification dated 18..10..1986.  The Act was intended for restricting the transfer of land by members of Scheduled Tribes in the State, and also for the restoration of lands alienated by such members.


The exact records showing the land alienated by the tribals are not readily available. The State Revenue Department had received 8088 applications so far from the tribals with request to restore their alienated lands, under the provisions of the Kerala State Restriction of Transfer of Lands & Restoration of Alienated Lands Act 1975. Of this the department had issued orders to restore the extent of land involved in 1201 cases. The area involved in the 8088 cases was 6817.28ha. The area corresponding to the 1201 cases ordered was 183.93 ha.. The department has disposed of 8087 cases out of the 8088 cases so far received. Unfortunately the department could actually restore land only in 3 cases.


From 1995-96 onwards a plan scheme viz. “implementation of Kerala Scheduled Tribes [Restriction of Transfer of Lands and Restoration of Alienated Lands] Act 1975” is in existence with token provision. It is meant for incurring the expenditure associated with the restoration of lands over and above the same anticipated to be incurred by the Revenue Department.

Amendment of the 1975 Act


The State Legislative Assembly passed a bill in 1996 and amended the Act in 1996.  The amended Act gave validity for the land alienation took place upto 01.01.1986.  The non-tribals who purchased or encroached land extending up to one hectare would not have been exited under the Amended Act.  In this case, the Revenue Department would have to locate alternative land and assign to the affected tribals.  In the case of land involving more than one hectare, the non-tribals would have been given an option to avoid eviction by paying suitable compensation fixed by the Revenue Authorities.  The affected tribals would have been given maintenance allowance @ Rs. 25,000/-. The amended Act was rejected by the President of India.                                                     

KERALA SCHEDULED TRIBES [RESTRICTION OF TRANSFER OF LANDS RESTORATION OF ALIENATED LANDS] ACT 1999.


Since the President of India rejected the Amended Act of 1996, the State Government framed a new Act viz. ‘Kerala Scheduled Tribes [Restriction of Transfer of lands and Restoration of Alienated Lands] Act 1999 [Act 12 of 1999] the Act has been brought into force with effect from 24.01.1986.


As per this Act all transactions of tribal lands to non- tribals between 01.01.1960 and 24.01.1986 are invalid. But if the area of land transferred to the non-tribal is less than 2 hectares such transactions are not invalid. In such cases the affected tribal is entitled to get an equal extent of land from Govt.


The Act says that if the land alienated by the tribal is less than 1 acre he will be given a minimum of one acre of land by Government; however, small the land lost by him.


The Act also mentioned that all landless tribals in the State would be given a minimum of 1 acre of land in the same district with in a period of 2 years from the date of publication of this Act [i.e. 09.03.1999]. Moreover all tribals in the State who posses less than one acre of land is eligible for getting as much land from Govt so as to make the minimum land possessed by them at least one acre.


A welfare fund has been envisaged under the Act for the welfare and rehabilitation of the tribals affected by the Land alienation problem.  Priority will be given for the construction of Houses to houseless tribals.


The provisions of the above Act of 1999 was challenged in the High Court by a group of tribals and the Court issued stay Orders in implementing the provisions of the Act.  The State Govt has now filed appeal petition in the Supreme Court against this verdict.  Therefore the implementation of the new Act is depending on the final verdict of the Supreme Court.


Demand for 5 acres of land for all landless families was the main issue raised by the tribals during their agitation from August to October 2001. At the time of setting the tribal agitation Government agreed the demand of tribals and promised to setting up of a Tribal Mission and Formulation of a master plan during 10th plan.

TRIBAL MISSION

  
The State has constituted a Tribal Mission in November 2001 as per G.O [P] No. 63/2001/SCSTDD dt, 09..11..2001 mainly for facilitating the distribution of the identified lands to the tribals in a phased manner with in a stipulated period of time and to help them resettle sustainably using the land they received as basic input.


The Mission is empowered to distribute land to tribals from minimum of one acre to a maximum of 5 acres subject to the availability of land and to resettle them by providing all necessary amenities. The structure of the TRDM is furnished below.

a. Cabinet Sub Committee:-



A Cabinet Sub Committee with the Honourable Chief Minister as Chairman has been constituted for formulating policies in respect of the resettlement programmes and for the State Level Monitoring of the Programmes.

b. Empowered Committee: -

 

District Missions are formed for the District Level co-ordination of activities of the Mission with the concerned District Collector as Chairman and the District Police Superintendent, District Planning Officer, District Panchayat Secretary, District Ayurveda Officer, District Conservator of Forest, Deputy Collector [L.A], District Ayurveda Officer, District Social Welfare Officer, Deputy Director Education, Project Officer[DRDA], Executive Engineer of Roads, Bridges, Irrigation, Water Authority, Electricity, Joint Registrar [Co-operation] District Town Planning Officer, District Officer [Ground Water], District Supply Officer, manager [NABARD], Lead Bank Representative, TDO/PO [ ITDP] as members.
TRIBAL MASTER PLAN



Government have decided to formulate and implement a Master Plan for Tribals during 10th plan under the supervision of the State Planning Board with the main objective of rehabilitating the ST families who receive lands under the Tribal Mission.  As per order No. 5539/2001/MS/SPB dt, 15.11.2001, the State Planning Board constituted a Master Plan Committee and a draft Master Plan prepared in December 2001.  The plan was prepared ensuring the involvement of tribals.  The draft Master Plan was discussed with a group of selected tribal representatives and modifications were made on the basis of it.  The total financial target   set tentatively for the Master Plan is Rs. 1450 crores.

PROCEDURE FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES IN TRIBAL RESETTLEMENT SITES


All the developmental activities proposed in the resettlement site are to be discussed and finalised in the Adivasy Vikasana Oorukoottams. The priorities of the development activities are to be fixed in consultation with the Oorukoottams. The district level line department gives the technical support and other back up services. The respective department in consultation with the Oorukoottams will prepare the development plan for each developmental activity.


The District Tribal Mission will formulate a comprehensive development plan for each resettlement area based on the proposal received from various departments by integrating the activities in a suitable manner. (Oorukoottam means Association of Tribals)

LAND DISTRIBUTED TO THE TRIBALS BY TRDM (TRIBAL RESETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT MISSION)


During the initial phases of land distribution a total extent of 2,558.58 acres has been distributed among 1,708 families in Kollam, Idukky, Kottayam, Alappuzha, Ernakulam, Kozhikode, Kannur and Wayanad districts. The details of land distributed as on Septembet 2003 and decided for distribution are furnished in Table No.5.18

TABLE No.5.18

LAND DISTRIBUTED TO THE TRIBALS BY TRDM

	District
	Location
	Extent/ Family acre
	No. of Families
	Total Extent

	Wayanad
	Kunnathidavaka
	1.00
	37
	37.00

	Kannur
	Pazhassi
	1.10
	132
	145.20

	          
	Koodali

Kolayad

Cheruvancherry
	1.00
	17
	17.00

	Kozhikode
	Muthukad
	1.00
	41
	41.00

	
	Vattachira farm
	5.00
	42
	210.00

	Ernakulam
	Kuttampuzha
	--
	168
	400.00

	Idukky
	Marayoor
	1.50
	242
	363.00

	
	Pooppara
	5.00
	72
	360.00

	
	Kundala
	1.00
	47
	47.00

	
	Alakkode
	1.00
	3
	3.00

	
	Chinnakana
	1.00

2.50
	301

68
	471.00

	Alappuzha
	Cherthala
	0.23

average
	33
	7.62

	Kottayam
	Madukka
	1.00
	19
	19.00

	Kollam
	Kuriyattumala &

Kottarakakkara
	0.89

average
	128
	114.68

	
	
	Total
	1,350
	2,235.50


Source: Records of TRDM, Thiruvananthapuram


Extensive development works have been undertaken in the allotted land, Grants for construction of Houses @ Rs.75,000 per family, Assistance for land development, agricultural activities, roads, water supply have been included in these works. So far an amount of Rs.5,51,72,673 has been allotted for the purpose.


The State Government has obtained Government of India assistance under Food for Work Programme, which has been extended to cover all tribal settlements. This year the Government is also implementing a scheme for Rs.3.5 crores under SGRY and supply of food items are being ensured for all tribals.


Departing from old practice the Government decided to appoint 300 Forest Guards exclusively from among tribals. 157 guards comprising of both men and women belong to tribal communities have been appointed under the Forest Department in the last two months and efforts are being made to post the remaining personnel also.


Government has also decided to take over Aralam Farm from Government India. The Council of Minister has decided that half of this farm [Total extent 7,612 acres] will be distributed among landless tribals after transfer of ownership to the State Government is completed.


Government have also decided to distribute assignable land falling within the Sugandhagiri [3,705 acres] and Pookote [1,037 acres] projects to landless tribals. Government of India has sanctioned an extent of 7,693.2257 ha. [19,0002.26 acres] of vested forest land for distribution.


Government has also decided to purchase private land as part of distribution of land to landless tribals. The areas decided are 1000 acres in Pathanamthitta District, 3,250 acres in Palakkad district and 814.44 acres in Wayanad district.


The details of land distributed and decided for distribution are appended in the following Tables.

TABLE No.5.19(1)

LAND DISTRIBUTED TO TRIBAL FAMILIES UPTO 25TH SEPTEMBER 2003
	District
	Location
	Extent/ Family 

acre
	No. of families
	Total extent acre
	Type of land
	Date of distribution

	Wayanad
	Kunnathidavaka
	1.00
	39
	39
	Revenue
	10.5.03

	
	Sugandhagiri
	RR to 3 persons
	0
	0
	
	

	Kannur
	Pazhassi
	1.10
	132
	145.20
	Irrigation P
	23.3.02

	
	Koodali, Kolayad, Cheruvancherry
	1.00
	17
	17.00
	Surplus land
	Oct-02

	Kozhikode
	Muthukad
	1.00
	41
	41.00
	Escheat land
	20.9.02

	
	Vattachira Farm
	5.00
	42
	210.00
	Tribal Project
	10.4.03

	
	
	5.00
	6
	30.00
	
	6.9.03

	
	
	1.00
	6
	30.00
	
	6.9.03

	
	Perambra
	1.00
	202
	202
	
	6.9.03

	Ernakulam
	Kuttampuzha
	
	168
	400.00
	Tribal settlement
	Record of rights

	Idukki
	Marayoor
	1.50
	242
	363.00
	Revenue
	1.1.02

	
	Kundala
	5.0
	72
	360.00
	Revenue
	1.1.02

	
	Pooppara
	1.00
	47
	47.00
	Revenue
	16.4.02

	
	Alakkode
	1.00
	3
	3.00
	Revenue
	7.10.02

	
	Chinnakanal
	1.00
	301
	
	
	29.4.03

	
	
	2.50
	68
	471.00
	
	28.4.03

	
	
	1.00
	39
	39.00
	Revenue
	4.9.03

	Alappuzha
	Cherthala

Kallada IP
	25 cent
	33
	7.62
	Surplus Land 
	6.2.03

	
	
	
	79
	20.08
	Irrigation P
	30.5.03

	Kottayam
	Madukka
	1.00
	19
	19.00
	Revenue
	12.10.02

	Kollam
	Kuroyottyumala
	
	128
	100.00
	AH dept
	26.4.03

	
	Kottarakkara
	
	
	14.68
	Surplus land
	6.4.03

	
	
	Total
	1708
	2558.58
	
	


Source: Official Records of Tribal Resettlement and Development Mission (TRDM), Thiruvananthapuram.

TABLE 5.19(2)

LAND DISTRIBUTED TO TRIBAL FAMILIES UPTO 09.12.03
	DISTRICT
	LOCATION
	AREA / FA
	No. of Families
	Total Area (Acre)

	Wayanad
	Kunnathidavaka
	1.00
	40
	40

	
	Sugandhigiri
	RR to 3 persons
	0
	0

	Kannur
	Pazhassi
	1.10
	132
	145.20

	
	Koodali, Kolayad, Cheruvancherry
	1.00
	17
	17.00

	
	Kandamkunnu- Neeraveli
	
	6
	5.80

	
	Thrippangottur
	1.00
	10
	10.00

	Kozhikode
	Muthukad
	1.00
	41
	41.00

	
	Vattachira Farm
	5.00
	39
	195

	
	
	5.00
	6
	30.00

	
	
	1.00
	30
	30.00

	
	Perambra
	1.00
	202
	202

	Ernakulam
	Kuttampuzha
	
	168
	400.00

	Idukki
	Marayoor
	1.50
	242
	363.00

	
	Kundala
	5.00
	72
	360.00

	
	Pooppara
	1.00
	47
	47.00

	
	Alakkode
	1.00
	3
	3.00

	
	Chinnakanal
	1.00
	301
	

	
	
	2.50
	68
	471

	
	
	1.00
	34
	34.00

	
	
	1.00
	30
	30.00

	
	Chinnakanal
	1.00
	277
	277.00

	Alappuzha
	Cherthala

Kallada IP
	25 cent
	33
	7.62

	
	
	
	79
	20.08

	Kottayam
	Madukka
	1.00
	19
	19.00

	Kollam
	Kuroyottumala

Kottarakkara
	
	128
	100.00

	
	
	
	
	14.68

	
	
	Total
	2024
	2862.38


Source: Official Records of Tribal Resettlement and Development Mission (TRDM), Thiruvananthapuram.

TABLE No.5.20

LANDS DECIDED FOR DISTRIBUTION AS PER G.O.(Rt).640/2003 SCSTDD DATED 7.8.03

	S. No.
	District
	Total Extent
	Details
	Extent (acres)

	1
	TVM
	585.67
	Mannurkara
	3.52

	
	
	
	Kallara
	2.15

	
	
	
	Vithura
	580

	2
	Kollam
	95.05
	Kadakkal
	1.05

	
	
	
	Thingal karikakam
	94.00

	3
	Pathanamthitta
	1296.26
	Revenue lease lands
	296.26

	
	
	
	Purchase
	1000

	4
	Kottayam
	229.2157
	Meenachil
	7.43

	
	
	
	Kanjirappalli
	0.8357

	
	
	
	Koruthode
	4.44

	
	
	
	Kootickal
	28.97

	
	
	
	Poonjarvadakkekara
	148.02

	
	
	
	Poonjarthekekara
	39.52

	5
	Idukki
	199.61
	Vagamon village
	199.61

	6
	Ernakulam
	59.063
	Kanayanoor
	8.253

	
	
	
	Manjallur
	1.205

	
	
	
	Arakkuzha
	0.315

	
	
	
	Marad
	1.576

	
	
	
	Memuri
	0.920

	
	
	
	Manallur village
	2.64

	
	
	
	Arakkuzha
	0.50

	
	
	
	Marad
	0.23

	
	
	
	Marad
	0.31

	
	
	
	Memuri
	1.12

	
	
	
	Nerimangalam farm
	42.00

	7
	Trissoor
	384.68
	Thalappalli
	15.68

	
	
	
	Anamala society
	166.00

	
	
	
	Sholayar GSCS
	203.00

	8
	Palakkad
	63.19
	Vallanki Chittur
	50.00

	
	
	
	Muthalamada
	13.19

	
	
	
	Purchase
	32.50

	9
	Malappuram
	61.35
	NLR, Peri, Tirur taluks
	61.35

	10
	Wayanad
	827.49
	Revenue Porombok
	12.05

	
	
	
	Micha boomi
	1.00

	
	
	
	Southern plantain
	232.00

	
	
	
	Kuwait estate
	10.00

	
	
	
	VNS estate
	274.44

	
	
	
	Everest group of estate
	225.00

	
	
	
	Green valley estate
	73.00

	11
	Kannur
	69.93
	Mokeri
	5.00

	
	
	
	Kolayad
	1.00

	
	
	
	Kandamkunnu
	5.80

	
	
	
	Thrippangottur
	41.78

	
	
	
	Patanur
	0.73

	
	
	
	Chavasserri
	0.25

	
	
	
	Padiyoor
	14.00

	
	
	
	Chemvancheri
	0.58

	
	
	
	Erussi
	0.79

	
	
	
	Total
	7121.6147


TABLE No.5.21

DETAILS OF LAND (in acres) DISTRIBUTED TO TRIBAL FAMILIES

	Revenue Divisions
	No. of appli-cation
	Allowed
	Area allowed in acres
	Total Compen-sation amount (in lakhs)
	No. of appeals filed
	No. of appeals pending
	Less than 50 cents
	50 cents to 1 acre
	1-2 acres
	2-5 acres
	More than 5 acres
	Total

	Trivandrum
	437
	215
	225.00
	10.00
	44
	42
	110
	50
	30
	20
	5
	215

	Kollam
	218
	210
	245.00
	3.54
	3
	--
	121
	41
	45
	2
	1
	210

	Thiruvilla
	349
	33
	52.91
	58.69
	24
	24
	8
	6
	11
	6
	2
	33

	Kottayam
	482
	421
	656.00
	325.00
	24
	24
	117
	120
	69
	104
	11
	421

	Palai
	57
	10
	13.39
	7.14
	3
	--
	3
	2
	2
	3
	--
	10

	Idukki
	132
	51
	57.71
	35.87
	5
	4
	23
	14
	8
	4
	2
	51

	Devikulam
	1071
	508
	801.00
	500.00
	49
	48
	148
	123
	132
	93
	12
	508

	Alappuzha
	13
	8
	1.25
	0.44
	1
	--
	8
	--
	--
	--
	--
	8

	Fort Cochin
	7
	4
	0.23
	0.51
	3
	--
	4
	--
	--
	--
	--
	4

	Trissoor
	110
	26
	15.00
	18.36
	4
	4
	14
	6
	5
	1
	--
	26

	Ottapalam
	2432
	1147
	3345.00
	367.00
	24
	24
	76
	63
	219
	554
	235
	1147

	Palakkad
	101
	62
	75.00
	1.23
	21
	21
	28
	13
	5
	9
	2
	57

	Kozhikode
	5
	1
	0.87
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Porinthalmanna
	120
	62
	119.09
	--
	3
	--
	32
	3
	5
	21
	1
	62

	Mananthavady
	2279
	1806
	2178.00
	--
	118
	22
	684
	430
	351
	244
	97
	1806

	Tellichery
	48
	38
	19.85
	2.02
	27
	--
	28
	4
	6
	--
	--
	38

	Kanhangod
	161
	84
	151.00
	61.84
	68
	66
	29
	21
	16
	13
	5
	84

	Total
	8088
	4738
	7967.00
	1994.00
	466
	325
	1475
	898
	904
	1074
	373
	4724


ALIENATION OF TRIBAL LANDS TO NON-TRIBALS

EXTENT AND FORMS


The main focus of this chapter is to analyse the extent and the forms of alienation of tribal lands to non-tribal people in Kerala. This problem is basis for understanding the extent of exploitation suffered by the tribal people in the midst of non-tribal farmers and moneylenders. In the rapidly growing economics, a large number of people particularly the weaker section lag behind the pace of growth and development and fail to share the benefits of growth. It is ironical to note that introduction of development inputs and infrastructural facilities in tribal areas have led to the infiltration of several non-tribal groups cornering these development inputs and forcing the tribals out of their lands by various methods. This chapter therefore beings out the magnitude of the problem of alienation of tribal lands to non-tribals and the various forms of land alienation prevalent in tribal areas.

TABLE No. 5.22

DISTRICT-WISE ANALYSIS OF LAND HOLDINGS: PRESENT AND ALIENATED – MALAPPURAM DISTRICT

(Extent In Acres)

	Size of Holding


	Total H.H

(1)
	No. of Alienated (Land) H.Hs (2)
	Land owned at the time of survey (3)
	Total Land Alienated (4)
	Total land owned before Alienation 5 (3 + 4)

	Landless
	59
	11

(18.00)
	--
	28.14

(100.00)
	28.14

(100.00)

	Marginal Farmer
	109
	52

(47.00)
	147.98

(64.00)
	82.87

(36.00)
	230.85

(100.00)

	Small Farmer
	25
	12

(48.00)
	95.32

(73.00)
	34.57

(27.00)
	129.89

(100)

	Medium Farmer
	09
	06

(66.00)
	61.93

(72.00)
	23.76

(28.00)
	85.69

(100.00)

	Large Farmer
	02
	01

(50.00)
	28

(70.00)
	12.00

(30.00)
	40.00

(100.00)

	Total
	204
	82

(40)
	333.23

(65)
	181.34

(35)
	514.57

(100.00)


Figures in the parentheses denote percentages to total

MALAPPURAM DISTRICT: 


From the above table, out of the 204 households covered in 3 revenue villages, 82 have been deprived of their lands, which form about 40 percent of the total households covered by the study. The percentage of households that alienated their lands is found to be increasing along with land size from 18 percent in the case of landless category to 47% with marginal farmers, 49 % in the case of small farmers 66 percent in the case of medium farmers and finally to 50 percent in the case of large farmers. On the other hand the extent of lands parted with, has been cent percent with landless category, 36 percent with marginal and around 30 percent with other category of farmers.

TABLE No. 5.23

DISTRICT-WISE ANALYSIS OF LAND HOLDINGS: PRESENT AND ALIENATED – KOZHIKODE DISTRICT

(Extent In Acres)

	Size of Holding


	Total H.H

(1)
	No. of Alienated (Land) H.Hs (2)
	Land owned at the time of survey (3)
	Total Land Alienated (4)
	Total land owned before Alienation 5 (3 + 4)

	Landless
	23
	2

(8.69)
	--
	2.00

(100)
	2.00

(100.00)

	Marginal Farmer
	37
	2

(5.40)
	46.96

(88.67)
	6.00

(11.33)
	52.96

(100.00)

	Small Farmer
	48
	6

(12.5)
	116.75

(97.03)
	3.68

(2.97)
	120.43

(100)

	Medium Farmer
	2
	01

(50.00)
	8.92

(81.69)
	2.00

(18.31)
	10.92

(100.00)

	Large Farmer
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Total
	110
	11

(10.00)
	172.63

(92.66)
	13.68

(7.34)
	186.31

(100.00)


Figures in the parenthesis denote percentages to total

KOZHIKODE DISTRICT


Kozhikode district presents a comparatively better picture, in which out of the 110 households studied, only 11 have alienated their holdings (10 percentage) and it forms 7.34% of the total lands held by the tribals. In this district only one household has joined the landless category by way of disposing off its 2 acres of land and another household has declined to the level of marginal farm having alienated 6 acres of land. There is no large farmer in this district. The other categories like small and medium farmers too have not alienated much of their lands. Only 6 small farmers have sold out 3.68 acres of land where it is only one in the medium category who has parted with 2 acres of land.

TABLE No. 5.24

DISTRICT-WISE ANALYSIS OF LAND HOLDINGS: PRESENT AND ALIENATED – TRISSOOR DISTRICT

(Extent In Acres)

	Size of Holding


	Total H.H

(1)
	No. of Alienated (Land) H.Hs (2)
	Land owned at the time of survey (3)
	Total Land Alienated (4)
	Total land owned before Alienation 5 (3 + 4)

	Landless
	85
	14

(16.47)
	--
	28.93

(100.00)
	28.93

(100.00)

	Marginal Farmer
	22
	7

(31.81)
	34.18

(70.07)
	14.60

(29.93)
	48.78

(100.00)

	Small Farmer
	16
	2

(12.5)
	57.95

(86.11)
	9.35

(13.89)
	67.30

(100)

	Medium Farmer
	01
	--
	3.15

(100.00)
	--
	3.15

(100.00)

	Large Farmer
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	Total
	123

(100.00)
	23

(18.70)
	95.28

(64)
	52.88

(36)
	148.16

(100.00)


Figures in the parenthesis denote percentages to total

TRISSOOR  DISTRICT 


As per Table No.5.20, out of the 123 households covered in the district 23 households (18 percent) have alienated 36 percent of their holdings. Of the total households studied 14 households have joined the category by way of completely disposing off their lands and it forms about 16 percent of the present land category. They have disposed off 28.93 acres of their land. About 30 percent of marginal farmers and 13 percentages of small farmers have alienated 14 and 95 acres of their land respectively.

TABLE No. 5.25

DISTRICT-WISE ANALYSIS OF LAND HOLDINGS: PRESENT AND ALIENATED – PALAKKADU DISTRICT

(Extent In Acres)

	Size of Holding


	Total H.H

(1)
	No. of Alienated (Land) H.Hs (2)
	Land owned at the time of survey (3)
	Total Land Alienated (4)
	Total land owned before Alienation 5 (3 + 4)

	Landless
	25

(100.00)
	10

(40.00)
	--
	26.20

(100.00)
	26.20

(100.00)

	Marginal Farmer
	19

(100.00)
	06

(31.58)
	28.00

(56.00)
	22.00

(44.00)
	50.00

(100.00)

	Small Farmer
	31

(100.00)
	09

(29.00)
	62.72

(77.61)
	18.10

(22.39)
	80.82

(100)

	Medium Farmer
	16

(100.00)
	04

(25.00)
	48.65

(83.96)
	9.30

(16.04)
	57.95

(100.00)

	Large Farmer
	09

(100.00)
	02

(22.00)
	46.22

(77.87)
	13.14

(22.13)
	59.36

(100.00)

	Total
	100

(100.00)
	31

(31.00)
	185.59

(67.71)
	88.54

(32.29)
	274.13

(100.00)


Figures in the parentheses denote percentages to total

PALAKKAD DISTRICT 

In the Palakkad district about 1/3 of the total households have alienated their lands to an extent of 88.54 acres forming 32 percent of their holdings. In this village 10 farmers have joined the list of landless category, which disposed off 26.20 acres of their entire land and they formed 40 percent of the present of the landless category studied in this district. In this district, out of the 19 marginal farmers 6 have alienated their lands to an extent of 22 acres, which forms 44 percent of their total holdings. In the case of small farmers 29 percent (9 out of 31) have reported alienation of their lands to a total extent of 18.10 acres (22 percent of their total extent). On the other hand ( of the medium and large farmers have disposed off about 22 and 16 percentage of their holdings respectively.

TABLE No. 5.26

DISTRICT-WISE ANALYSIS OF LAND HOLDINGS: PRESENT AND ALIENATED – WAYANAD DISTRICT

(Extent In Acres)

	Size of Holding


	Total H.H

(1)
	No. of Alienated (Land) H.Hs (2)
	Land owned at the time of survey (3)
	Total Land Alienated (4)
	Total land owned before Alienation 5 (3 + 4)

	Landless
	42
	16

(40.00)
	--
	101.69

(100.00)
	101.69

(100.00)

	Marginal Farmer
	74
	46

(61.71)
	115.69

(45.00)
	138.86

(54.55)
	254.55

(100.00)

	Small Farmer
	60
	39

(65.36)
	219.71

(58.00)
	157.93

(41.82)
	377.64

(100)

	Medium Farmer
	36
	26

(71.17)
	262.13

(68.82)
	118.75

(31.18)
	380.88

(100.00)

	Large Farmer
	16
	09

(59.57)
	352.76

(74.43)
	121.22

(25.57)
	473.98

(100.00)

	Total
	228

(100.00)
	136

(59.00)
	950.29

(60.00)
	638.45

(40.00)
	1588.74

(100.00)


Figures in the parentheses denote percentages to total

WAYANAD DISTRICT


Wayanad district has the largest concentration of tribals has been studied with a sample of 228 tribal households in this district. The highest proportion of tribal households has reported alienation of their lands in Wayanad district. Out of the 228 households covered 136 (59%) have reported alienation of 638.45 acres, which forms about 40 percentages of their total holdings.

TABLE NO.5.27

EXTENT OF ALIENATION OF LANDS BY DISTRICTS

	S.

No.
	District
	No. of Households
	No. of H.Hs Alienated lands
	No. of H.Hs become landless
	H.Hs

%
	Extent

%

	1
	Malappuram
	204
	82
	11
	40
	35

	2
	Kozhikode
	110
	11
	02
	10
	07

	3
	Trissoor
	123
	23
	14
	18
	36

	4
	Palakkad
	100
	31
	10
	31
	32

	5
	Wayanad
	228
	136
	16
	59
	40

	
	Kerala
	765
	283
	53
	37
	


         
The table above presents in brief that Wayanad district, which has the highest concentration of tribals, stands first in regard to the parentage of households, which alienated their lands, and the households that become landless because of alienation. The number of households, which has become landless because of alienation, is    also closely connected with the percentage of households that alienated their lands and also the percentage of the extent of area alienated.

TABLE No. 5.28

LAND HOLDINGS: PRESENT AND ALIENATED – KERALA STATE

(Extent In Acres)

	Size of Holding


	Total H.H

(1)
	No. of Alienated (Land) H.Hs (2)
	Land owned at the time of survey (3)
	Total Land Alienated (4)
	Total land owned before Alienation 5 (3 + 4)

	Landless
	234
	53

(22.64)
	--
	186.96

(100)
	186.96

(100.00)

	Marginal Farmer
	261
	113

(43.29)
	372.81

(59)
	264.33

(41)
	637.14

(100.00)

	Small Farmer
	180
	68

(37.77)
	552.45

(71)
	223.63

(29)
	776.08

(100)

	Medium Farmer
	64
	37

(57.81)
	384.78

(71)
	153.81

(29)
	538.59

(100.00)

	Large Farmer
	26
	12

(46.15)
	426.98

(74)
	146.36

(26)
	573.34

(100.00)

	Total
	204

(100.00)
	283

(37)
	1737.02

(64)
	975.09

(36)
	2712.11

(100.00)


Figures in the parentheses denote percentages to total


Out of 765 tribal households, 283 households constituting 37%, have alienated their lands to the 975.09 tune of acres, forming 36% of their total holdings in Kerala. The average area alienated comes to 1.34 acres for a tribal household in general and 3.44 acres for the alienated households. It is important to note that 53 tribal households have completely alienated their lands to the extent of 186.96 acres and joined the ranks of landless tribal people. The households that lost lands and become landless tribals in the State are shown in the Table 5.28.


The incidence of alienation of lands does not show any clear trend items of households, but in terms of area, the percentage has steadily declined with the farm size from 41% among the marginal farmers to 26% among the large farmers, 29% of lands of small and medium farmers, respective are alienated.


In terms of households, 43% and 37% of marginal and small farmer categories respectively, as against 57% and 46% each of medium and large farmer categories have alienated their lands. This clearly shows that the weakest among the tribals, i.e., marginal and small farmers are the worst hit the problem of land alienation.

PART – D

LAND ALIENATION AND LEGISLATION 

IN KERALA STATE


The Kerala Chief Minister, A.K. Antony, has said that the Cabinet has decided to constitute a committee with the Chief Secretary as convener to identify land in the possession of the Government for distribution to the tribals, within a month.


The Chief Secretary could seek the help of whichever officials he wanted to identify the land. All departments should submit the list of available land under them. He said this while talking to press persons after the cabinet meeting today.


Restoration of alienated tribal lands, in excess of two acres, as per the 1999 Act, had not been specifically considered by the Cabinet under this proposal. The Chief Minister said the Government had already distributed 1,743 hectares to 843 tribal families. Almost an equal area would be distributed in April. The Government was committed to giving land to all landless tribals.


He suggested that the Forest (Conservation) Act be amended in view of difficulties in allocating land to tribals. The Chief Minister said the Act and other laws had taken away several rights of tribals with respect to forests. This was the reason for unrest among tribals all over India. There was no justification for the argument that tribals should be under more restrictions for protecting the country’s environment.


The Chief Minister said the problem of alienated land of tribals existed in several States. They could not be given alternative land, as diversion of forests was strictly controlled. The Centre too had limitations in giving clearance for diversion of large areas of forest land because of orders of the Supreme Court of India, he said.


He also added that much of the land identified earlier for distribution to the tribals by officials had been found to be forests in the technical sense. This had led to stalling of the distribution process. The statements of the Congress leaders that the officials had misled the Government were only a manner of stating this.


He said the Agriculture Minister had been asked to examine and settle the issues relating to the encroachment of forests by the tribals in Nelliampathy. H said he had not received complaints that tribal children, who had been witness to or victims of police brutality at Muthanga, were traumatised.

LEGISLATION:


The tribal people’s demand for land rights in Kerala has been a cry in the wilderness. Not that attempts have not been made to provide land to ensure a decent livelihood to the tribes. It was the prime objective of the Kerala Scheduled Tribes (Restriction on Transfer of Lands and Restoration of Alienated Lands) Act, 1975. But this has not happened even two and a half decades later. The reason – those who would have to return land to the tribals constituted a powerful vote bank. The political coalitions in Kerala led by the Congress and the CPI (M) have found it politically convenient not to implement the law. 


Wayanad has the highest concentration of Adivasis in the State – nearly 1.2 lakhs, according to the latest survey conducted by the Tribal Welfare Department. Last financial year alone, at least Rs.5.7 crores were spent under Plan and non-Plan programmes by the State department of Tribal Welfare and to pay the salary of the department employees in Wayanad. This was in addition to several other schemes meant to benefit the Adivasis.


Yet, it is evident to even casual visitors to tribal settlements in Wayanad that the Adivasis lead a precarious existence. But the main tribal communities, Kuruchiars and Paniyars, once had a glorious past. The Kurichiars are known to have fought the British forces for nearly nine years from 1805 along with the Pazhassi Raja. The Kurumars once owned large tracts of land. But all the glory has faded from Wayanad’s tribal landscape.


The Kerala Scheduled Tribes (Restriction on Transfer of Lands and Restoration of Alienated Lands) Act of 1975 came into effect from January 1982 in the State and it was included in the Ninth Schedule of the Constitution making it non-justiciable. It made all transfer of property “possessed, enjoyed or owned” by tribals to non-tribal people between 1960 and January 1, 1982, invalid and ordered restoration of such land to Adivasis. But the law remained on paper.


In 1993, Nalla Thampi Thera, a non-tribal in Wayanad, gave a fillip to the Adivasi struggle when the Kerala High Court passed an order on his public interest litigation directing the State Government to implement the 1975 Act. In 1996, the High Court set a deadline of September 30 to evict the non-tribals. The government responded with an amendment to the 1975 legislation. By the 1990’s, the signs of discontent emerged from the tribal people especially in Wayanad where some extremist groups had been active.


Flexing their political muscle, the settlers forced the LLLDF and the UDF to amend the “impractical” provisions of the 1975 Act under which they should hand over land in their possession back to the Adivasis. The result was the Kerala Scheduled Tribes (Restriction on Transfer of Land and Restoration of Alienated Lands) Amendment Bill 1996 passed by the State Assembly almost unanimously (there was only one dissenting vote). But the President returned the Bill. Another Bill was passed in 1999, which said only alienated land in excess of two hectares possessed by encroachers would be returned to the tribals. The Kerala High Court however rejected the Bill. The State Government has gone in appeal to the Supreme Court and obtained a stay order.


The Adivasis are no longer asking for restoration of alienated land. Instead, they want five acres for all landless families. There was a proposal to give 85 percent of the forests taken over by the Government to the tribals. But the Centre’s Forest Protection Act, 1980, made it difficult to implement. A demand has been made to interpret the law in such a way that settlement of Adivasis inside forests could be made a part of forest protection measures.


This experiment has been tried with some success in the Sugandhagiri project in Wayanad where Adivasis have been provided decent wages and daily work in a cooperative society, which grows cardamom.

