Chapter  III

Socio-Economic Profile of the Elected Representatives

Introduction

The PRIs are expected to prepare and implement plans for economic development and social justice including the 29 Subjects listed in the 11th Schedule of the Constitution. It has been gathered from the practice in the field that the Panchayats have not been performing this task at their levels. However, besides their own resources, these institutions have been getting funds  under various schemes sponsored by the Central and the State Governments from time to time. In this context, it would be relevant to know socio-economic status of the Chairpersons of the sampled Panchayats insofar as it has a bearing on their behavior and conduct of the stipulated business of the located PR bodies.

Socio-Economic Profile of the Chairpersons of the Gram Panchayats   

Table 3.1 presents the socio-economic profile of the 16 Chairpersons of the Gram Panchayat (GPs)  from the selected Zila Parishads (ZPs). 

It may be seen from the Table that none of the Chairpersons is from the age group of 21-30 in the sampled GPs. More than 62 percent of the Chairpersons are from the age groups of 31-50 and about 40 percent are from the age groups of 51-60 and above. Seeing the age profile of the Chairpersons, it may be said that the middle aged generation is shouldering the responsibilities of the local governance in Haryana and the younger generation is not as yet coming forward in this regard.

The details of the sex-ratio show that women have outnumbered their counterparts in the sampled GPs from the selected ZPs. The caste-wise profile of these leaders indicates that more than 56 per cent were from the General Castes , more than 37 percent were from the Scheduled Caste category, and the rest were from the Backward Classes Category.

Educationally, out of the total, one-fourth were illiterate, more than 12 per cent were literate (i.e. who can read and write a simple message of any one language) and the rest were educated. Among those who were educated, about 44 per cent were educated upto to the Primary levels and more than 18 per cent were educated upto the Metric level. None of the Chairpersons was a graduate or above. As far as their means of livelihoods are concerned , 50 per cent were engaged in agricultural activities as farmers and the rest were either in business or labour or other activities. 

As far as the political affiliation of these leaders is concerned, it may be noted that more than one-third of the Chairpersons were having affiliation with political parties. Out of the total, one-fifth were having affiliation with  Congress and the rest with the Indian National Lok Dal. About 70 per cent were not having affiliation with any political party. It is implied from above that Panchayat leaders  did not have much political involvement at the lowest level of the Panchayati Raj System in the State of Haryana.         

Socio-Economic Profile of the Chairpersons of the Panchayat Samitis


Table 3.2 presents the socio-economic profile of the Chairpersons of the Panchayat Samitis.

It is interesting to note that about 90 per cent of the Chairpersons were in the age group of 21-40 and the rest were in the age group of 41-50. None of the Chairpersons was in the age group of 51 and above. From the sex point of view, it may be mentioned that out of total Chairpersons, more than 37 per cent were male and more than 62 per cent were female. Out of total Chairpersons, more than 60 per cent belonged to General Caste and the rest belonged to Scheduled Caste. None of them was from the Backward Classes category. 

Educationally, out of the 8 Chairpersons, all except one were literate. Out of total, 50 percent were educated upto primary level 2 were graduate and above.    

         From the occupational point of view, out of total 50 per cent were engaged in agriculture/farming and the rest were engaged in either business or other activities. It is interesting to note that 2 Chairpersons of the Panchayat Simitis were engaged in the household activities. Politically, out of the total, 5 were having affiliation with the Congress Party and the 3 have not reported their affiliation with any of the political party.

Socio-Economic Profile of the Chairpersons of the Zila Parishads

Table 3.3 presents the socio-economic background of the Chairpersons of the Zila Parishads.

It may be seen from the Table that all the chairpersons were in the age groups of 31-50 and all of them belonged to the General Category.  Out of the total, 50 per cent were male and equal number were female. Educationally, it is interesting to note that all of them were graduate. Out of total, 50 per cent were engaged in agricultural activities and the rest were engaged either in agri-business or other activity. Interestingly, all of them were affiliated with Indian National Lok Dal Party.    

Conclusion

On the basis of the analysis of the socio-economic profile of the Chairpersons of the GP, PS and ZP, the following conclusion emerged 

There found  relationship between level of the PRI tiers and the age of the chairpersons. The Lower the time, the greater the participation of younger people in the local governance, and the higher the tier, the higher the age of the chairpersons. This indicates that the mature  persons participated in local governance at the higher tiers.

Educational level is higher among elected representatives with  the  higher tier of the Panchayati Raj. 

As far as occupation of the Chairpersons is concerned , it may be stated that most of them were perusing agriculture as their means of livelihoods. 

 Political affiliation was found to be greater at the upper tier of the Panchayati Raj System which is evident from the fact that  at the lowest level, less than one - third were having affiliation with the political party, at intermediate level, more than 60 per cent were having political affiliation and, at the apex level, all were having political affiliation.   
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