CHAPTER   V  

Quality of Life :  Housing and Health.          

Housing


Housing is one of the most fundamental needs of human existence.  It  not only has to do with security of existence, providing shelter against rain, sun and wild life, but also is a cultural product and an indicator of quality of life.  The quality of housing amenities available and enjoyed, reflect the social and economic status of its occupant.  It is for this reason that state intervention in providing housing  to socially and economically deprived groups forms a major part of policy for the well-being of its people.


With a view to assessing the nature and quality of housing enjoyed by the Scheduled Castes and Tribes of Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal,  we have sought to find out a few things.


We wished to know the status of housing of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes in terms of their dependence on their masters/employers and their independence from them as owners/renters. To what extent have they been beneficiaries of State policies.  Are their houses katcha or pucca?  Do they have amenities such as drinking water, latrine/bathing facilities, cooking arrangement etc, available within their houses?

Scheduled Caste

Bihar

In Bihar, 64.3 percent of the houses belonging to SCs are self- constructed and  owned; 21.9 percent were  constructed under Indira Awas Yojana (IAY); and 13.7 percent are  offered by maliks.  Of the total houses, 52 percent are katcha and 48.0 percent are pucca/semi-pacca.



Table:   5.1 Housing :  Ownership Status(Bihar SCs)
	Sl.

No.
	Castes
	Self constructed and owned
	Given by malik
	Indira Awas Yojana


	Total

	
	
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total

	1.
	Chamar
	77

(48.4)
	28

(17.6)
	105

(66.0)
	8

(5.0)
	1

(0.6)
	9

(5.6)
	-
	45

(28.3)
	45

(28.3)
	85

(53.5)
	74

(46.5)
	159

(100.0)

	 2.
	Chaupal
	-
	1

(3.4)
	1

(3.4)
	9

(31.0)
	19

(65.6)
	28

(96.6)
	-
	-
	-
	9

(31.0)
	20

(69.0)
	29

(100.0)

	3.
	Dusadh
	62

(54.9)
	39

(34.5)
	101

(89.4)
	3

(2.6)
	-
	3

(2.6)
	-
	9

(8.0)
	9

(8.0)
	65

(57.5)
	48

(42.5)
	113

(100.0)

	4.
	Musahar
	35

(50.7)
	1

(1.4)
	36

(52.2)
	1

(1.4)
	-
	1

(1.4)
	-
	32

(46.4)
	32

(46.4)
	36

(52.2)
	33

(47.8)
	69

(100.0)

	5.
	Dhobi
	1

(12.5)
	7

(87.5)
	8

(100.0)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1

(12.5)
	7

(87.5)
	8

(100.0)

	
	Total  of 

9 castes


	176

(44.9)
	76

(19.4)
	252

(64.3)
	28

(7.1)
	26

(6.6)
	54

(13.8)
	-
	86

(21.9)
	86

(21.9)
	204

(52.0)
	188

(48.0)
	392

(100.0)


Note: Figures in brackets (  ) indicate percentage.
· The Dusadh, next only to the Dhobi, are the most reliant with 89.4 percent houses self   owned and self constructed.  However, most of these are kutcha (61.4%).  The support from IAY is to the extent of 8 percent.  Malik-dependant housing is very low (2.6%).

· Among the Chamar, 66.0 percent houses are self constructed and owned, 28.3 percent were constructed under IAY and as many as 5.6 percent housing are provided by Maliks.  More than half the housing is katcha (53.5%).

· The best benbeficiary of the IAY is the Musahar (46.4%).  As many as 52.2 percent housing is self-constructed and owned, of which only one is pucca.  Their dependence on the Malik is insignificant (1.4%).

· The caste almost entirely dependent on the Malik is the Chaupal (96.6%).  Of these, 67.8 percent are pucca.  Strikingly, no housing has been provided under IAY.

· Only the Dhobi is cent percent self reliant in housing, almost all of which is pucca.  As noted earlier, this is consistent with their uniformly high position among the SCs in the various livelihood parameters.


What needs to be noted is that whilst a good majority of households are self-owned and self-constructed, a significant percentage of households (21.9%) pucca/semi pucca have come through the State intervention of Indira Awas Yojana.  The ownership of these too vest with the beneficiary occupants.  Hence, in as many as 86.2 percent households, the right of ownership lies with the occupant.  Further, nearly half the houses are pucca/semi pucca (48.0%) .  The conspicuous finding that 13.7 percent of houses provided by Maliks, are almost exclusively concentrated among the Chaupal, possibly indicate some form of persistence of semi-feudal attachment in agrarian relations among them.  


Jharkhand 

   
In Jharkhand, among the urban-based SCs, 87.5 percent houses are self-constructed and  owned, 7.1 percent are offered by maliks and 5.4 percent are rented .  As many as  2.2 percent houses are constructed under IAY.  Most of these houses, (91%) are pucca/semi pucca . 



Table:  5.2  Housing:  Ownership Status(Jharkhand SCs) 

	Sl No
	Castes
	Self constructed and owned
	Given by malik
	Rented
	Total

	
	
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total

	1.
	Chamar
	-
	12

(75.0)
	12

(75.0)
	-
	2

(12.5)
	2

(12.5)
	-
	2

(12.5)
	2

(12.5)
	-
	16

(100.0)
	16

(100.0)

	2.
	Dom
	-
	20

(95.2)
	20

(95.2)
	-
	1

(4.8)
	1

(4.8)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	21

(100.0)
	21

(100.0)

	
	All seven Castes
	5

(8.9)
	44

(78.6)
	49

(87.5)
	-
	4

(7.1)
	4

(7.1)
	-
	3

(5.4)
	3

(5.4)
	5

(8.9)
	51

(91.0)
	56

(100.0)


· As many as 75.0 percent houses of Chamar are self-constructed and owned; 12.5 percent, rented; another 12.5 percent are provided by the malik.

· In comparison, the Dom mostly live in their self-constructed and owned houses (95.2%) and only one household lives in accommodation provided by the malik.

· All the houses of Chamar, and Dom are pucca/semi pucca.

· The IAY programme has had little role to play in the largely urban setting of Ranchi.

West Bengal

The housing situation in West Bengal is markedly the best in terms of ownership of housing, with 96.6 percent houses self-constructed and owned.  However, when it comes to the type of construction, Indira Awas Yojana,  West Bengal scores the lowest, with 78.6 percent of all houses as katcha.  Housing dependence on malik is the least at 3.4 percent.

    Table:  5.3   Housing:  Ownership Status: (West Bengal SCs)

	Sl No
	Castes
	Self constructed and owned
	Given by malik
	Grand Total   

	
	
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total

	1.
	Bagdi
	60

(92.3)
	4

(6.1)
	64

(98.4)
	1

(1.5)
	-
	1

(1.5)
	61

(93.8)
	4

(6.2)
	65

(100.0)

	2.
	Bauri
	46

(97.9)
	1

(2.1)
	47

(100.0)
	-
	-
	-
	46

(97.9)
	1

(2.1)
	47

(100.0)

	3.
	Bhuiyan
	27

(90.0)
	2

(6.7)
	29

(96.7)
	1

(3.3)
	-
	1

(3.3)
	28

(93.3)
	2

(6.7)
	30

(100.0)

	4.
	Chamar
	39

(81.3)
	6

(12.5)
	45

(93.8)
	3

(6.3)
	-
	3

(6.3)
	42

(87.5)
	6

(2.5)
	48

(100.0)

	5.
	Dhobi
	15

(44.1)
	16

(47.1)
	31

(91.2)
	2

(5.9)
	1

(2.9)
	3

(8.8)
	17

(50.0)
	17

(50.0)
	34

(100.0)

	6.
	Dom
	20

(100.0)
	-
	20

(100.0)
	-
	-
	-
	20

(100.0)
	-


	20

(100.0)

	7.
	Kami
	-
	23

(100.0)
	23

(100.0)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	23

(100.0)
	23

(100.0)

	8.
	Konai
	21

(100.0)
	-
	21

(100.0)
	-
	-
	-
	21

(100.0)
	-
	21

(100.0)

	9.
	Mal
	68

(97.1)
	1

(1.4)
	69

(98.5)
	1

(1.4)
	-
	1

(1.4)
	69

(98.5)
	1

(1.5)
	70

(100.0)

	10.
	Patni
	24

(80.0)
	3

(10.0)
	27

(100.0)
	3

(10.0)
	-
	3

(10.0)
	27

(90.0)
	3

(100.0)
	30

(100.0)

	11.
	Sarki
	-
	29

(96.7)
	29

(96.7)
	-
	1

(3.3)
	1

(3.3)
	-
	30

(100.0)
	30

(100.0)

	
	Total of all 20 castes
	335

(75.6)
	93

(21.0)
	428

(96.6)
	13

(2.9)
	2

(0.5)
	15

(3.4)
	348

(78.6)
	95

(21.4)
	443

(100.0)


Notes: Figures in brackets (  ) indicate percentage.

· All the houses of Bauri, Kami, Dom and Konai are self-owned and self constructed.

· The type of construction also reveals a pattern of differentiation among the castes.  The Kami and Sarki, all have pucca houses.  The Dhobi, is next best with 50 percent pucca housing.

· It can be presumed that land reforms have paved the way for self-ownership of housing  but the quality of housing remains  overwhelmingly  katcha amongst the SCs.  Besides, the Indira Awas Yojana has hardly played any significant role. 

Scheduled Tribes:

Jharkhand


Tribal households in Jharkhand are largely self-constructed and owned (90.6%).  However, a large percentage of all housing are katcha (67.6%).  The contribution of IAY is insignificant (2.2%).  The rented housing is reflective of the predominant presence of Oraon, Munda and Lohora in Ranchi town (5.3%).  The dependency factor is negligible (1.8%).

Table : 5.4  Status of Housing among the STs in Jharkhand

	Sl No
	Castes
	Self constructed and owned
	Given by malik
	Rented
	Total

	
	
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total

	1.
	Ho
	175

(95.1)
	8

(4.3)
	183

(99.4)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	175

(95.1)
	9

(4.9)
	184

(100.0)

	2.
	Lohara
	7

(12.1)
	41

(70.7)
	48

(82.8)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	10

(17.2)
	10

(17.2)
	7

(12.0)
	51

(88.0)
	58

(100.0)

	3.
	Mahali
	31

(64.6)
	3

(6.2)
	34

(70.8)
	2

(4.2)
	-
	2

(4.2)
	-
	-
	-
	33

(68.8)
	15

(31.2)
	48

(100.0)

	4.
	Munda
	-
	28

(75.7)
	28

(75.7)
	-
	1

(2.7)
	1

(2.7)
	-
	8

(21.6)
	8

(21.6)
	-
	37

(100.0)
	37

(100.0)

	5.
	Oraon
	-
	51

(81.0)
	51

(81.0)
	-
	1

(1.6)
	1

(1.6)
	-
	11

(17.5)
	11

(17.5)
	-
	63

(100.0)
	63

(100.0)

	6.
	Santhal
	144

(96.0)
	1

(0.7)
	145

(96.7)
	5

(3.3)
	-
	5

(3.3)
	-
	-
	-
	149

(99.3)
	1

(0.7)
	150

(100.0)

	
	Total of 8 Tribes
	361

(66.4)
	132

(24.2)
	493

(90.6)
	7

(1.3)
	2

(0.4)
	9

(1.7)
	-
	29

(5.3)
	29

(5.3)
	368

(67.6)
	176

(32.4)
	544

(100.0)


Note: Figures in brackets (  ) indicate percentage.

Twelve houses of Mahali and one house of Ho constructed under IAY not presented in the   table.

· The  Ho and  the Santhal have very high percentage of self constructed and owned houses (99.4% and 96.7% respectively).  

· Almost all houses of Ho and Santhal are kutcha.  In comparison 70.8 percent housing among the Mahali are self-constructed and owned.  Of the total houses, 68.8 percent are kutcha.  It is mainly for the Mahali that the IAY has provided housing support (25%).

· The urban-based Munda and Oraon have less than average percentage of self-owned housing, with 75.5 and 81.0 respectively.  This is on account of a higher incidence of renting (21.6% for Munda and 17.5% for Oraon).  All the houses of Munda and Oraon are pucca.

· A more or less similar pattern may be observed among the Lohara, with as many as 82.8 percent houses  self owned and 17.2 percent houses  rented.  The  12.1 percent houses which are katcha are likely to be located in the rural area.  It may be recalled that nearly 86 percent Lohara are in Ranchi. 

The overall pattern that emerges suggests that tribal rural housing is self-owned and katcha.  Only among the Mahali do we find a significant percentage (31.2) having pucca houses, primarily as  beneficiaries of  IAY.  Tribal urban housing (Munda, Oraon and Lohara) is almost invariabily pucca, with a substantial component of rented housing.

West Bengal


The status of housing amongst  the STs in West Bengal is similar to that SCs, with 93.5 percent owning their houses;  5.0 percent dependent on maliks and 1.4 percent houses constructed by IAY.  Of the total houses,  66.8 percent houses are katcha. There are no rented houses. 



  Table 5.5: Status of Housing amongst the STs of West Bengal

	Sl. No.
	Castes
	Self constructed and owned
	Given by malik
	Indira Awas

Yojana
	Total

	
	
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total
	Katcha
	Pucca
	Total

	1.
	Bhumij
	69

(95.8)
	1

(1.4)
	70

(97.2)
	-
	2

(2.8)
	2

(2.8)
	-
	-
	-
	69

(95.8)
	3

(4.2)
	72

(100.0)

	2.
	Lodha
	18

(40.9)
	19

(43.2)
	37

(84.1)
	2

(4.5)
	5

(11.4)
	7

(15.9)
	-
	-
	-
	20

(45.5)
	24

(54.4)
	44

(100.0)

	3.
	Mahali
	-
	21

(95.5)
	21

(95.5)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	1

(4.5)
	1

(4.5)
	-
	22

(100.0)
	22

(100.0)

	4.
	Munda
	2

(9.1)
	18

(81.8)
	20

(90.9)
	-
	1

(4.5)
	1

(4.5)
	-
	1

(4.5)
	1

(4.5)
	2

(9.1)
	20

(90.9)
	22

(100.0)

	5.
	Oraon
	-
	76

(97.4)
	76

(97.4)
	-
	1

(1.3)
	1

(1.3)
	-
	1

(1.3)
	1

(1.3)
	-
	78

(100.0)
	78

(100.0)

	6.
	Santhal
	269

(90.8)
	10

(3.4)
	279

(93.6)
	9

(3.0)
	7

(2.3)
	16

(5.3)
	-
	3

(1.0)
	3

(1.0)
	278

(93.3)
	20

(6.7)
	298

(100.0)

	7.
	All 12 Tribes
	360

(64.6)
	161

(28.9)
	521

(93.5)
	12

(2.1)
	16 (2.9)
	28

(5.0)
	-
	8

(1.4)
	8

(1.4)
	372

(66.8)
	185

(33.0)
	557

(100.0)


Note: Figures in brackets (  ) indicate percentage.

· It is only among the Lodha that 16 percent housing comes from the malik. otherwise, housing is almost entirely self-owned (91% and above).

· Mahali and Oraon have cent percent pucca housing, followed by Munda (91%) and Lodha (54.4%).

· In sharp contrast, the Bhumij with 95.8 percent and Santhal with 93.3 percent, have katcha houses.
Housing Infrastructure


In order to get some idea of conditions relating to housing among the Scheduled Castes and Tribes in all the three States, we have collected information relating to certain facilities like, (a) sources of water for drinking and other domestic purposes; (b) toilet; and (c) cooking arrangements.  It would be instructive to know the extent to which these basic facilities were available inside their homes.

(a)  Source of Water

Scheduled Castes

Bihar

·    In Bihar, as many as 112 households (28.5%) of scheduled castes have hand pumps installed in their premises.  Nearly 72 percent have to reach out for water outside.

·   Amongst the scheduled castes, the Dusadh is better endowed with this facility than the Chaupal and the Chamar.  As many as 52 households of Dusadh (46%), 9 of Chaupal (31%) and 43 of Chamar (27%) have handpumps in their homes.  The Dhobi is at the other extreme, with all their households having this facility.

Jharkhand

·    In Jharkhand, strangely, out of 56 households, only 6 have well/handpump in their premises.  As we are aware, 47 of all scheduled caste households are in the urban capital town Ranchi.  Inspite of this, only 3 Chamar households have well/pump, and not a single Dom has this facility.  Water is a common resource for the entire settlement where they reside.

West Bengal

·  In West Bengal, this facility is available in only 27 Scheduled Caste households (6.1%), of these 21 are wells.  There are 3 hand pumps and 3 tanks, in  addition to the wells.  Of the 34 households of the Dhobi, 11 have wells (32.4%); followed by Chamar with 5 households (10.4%) and Kami with only 2 households (8.7%).

Scheduled Tribes

Jharkhand

· Among the Scheduled Tribes in Jharkhand, of the 544 households, 84 (15.4%) have wells, 9 have tap connections and a single household has tank.  Of the 84 wells, 66 are in Ranchi town.  Thus, the rural scenario is largely one of reaching out for water outside their homes.

· Between the Oraon with 42 households (66.7% of all Oraon households), the Munda with 18 households (48.6%) and presumably Lohara with 6 households (10.3%), all the urban households have 78.6 percent of all the wells, leaving 21.4 percent of the wells (18 nos.) for 72.4 percent of rural households (394 nos.).

· The 18 households out of 394 rural households, which have the well in their premises, 15 are Santhal (5.0%) and 3 are Mahali (6.3%).  None of the 184 households of Ho have a well.  This means 50 percent of all tribal urban households and only 4.6 percent of all rural households have well/tap in their homes.

 It may be far-fetched at the stage to interpret the source of water among the rural tribal households being located outside their premises as an avoidable deprivation.  Given their strong communitarian ties, sharing water as a common resource may be a cultural feature of their tribal organisation.

West Bengal

· Of the 557 tribal households in West Bengal, only 49 (8.8%) have wells in their premises.  None of the households have hand pumps or tap connections.

· Of these 49 wells, 35 are amongst 298 Santhal households.  It means that  the wells (71.4%)  are enjoyed by only 11.7 perent of all Santhal households.  As many as 9 Oraon households (11.5%), but only 3 amongst Lohara and 1 household of Munda have wells.

Once again this is suggestive of a tribal feature rather than a tribal deprivation.

(b) LATRINE

Scheduled Caste

Bihar

· Among the Scheduled Castes in Bihar, the members  of about 95 percent households (372 nos.)  defecate in the open.  Only about five percent households (20 nos.) have septic tanks.

· With respect to individual castes, 11 households of Dusadh (9.7%) and 4 households of Chamar (2.5%) have septic tank facility in their houses.  The Dhobi stands out in contrast with half of their homes having septic tanks.

Jharkhand

· Among the Scheduled Castes in Jharkhand, the members of about 52 percent households (29 nos.) defecate in the open, about 27 percent (15 nos.) have septive tanks in their houses.  The rest use the community toilet (21%, 12 nos.).

· More than half the Chamar households (56%)   have private latrines, and a similar percentage of Dom (57.2%) go to community latrine.  It is important to note that in an urban setting, more than half the scheduled caste households are still having to defecate in the open. 

West Bengal
· The picture in West Bengal is not too different from Bihar, with 93.7 percent households (415 nos.) defecating in the open whilst 3.4 percent (15 nos.) use the dug well in the open but inside the compound.  Only 2.9 percent (13 nos.) have septic tanks in their houses.

· With respect to individual castes, only one house each of Bagdi, Chamar, Konai, Patni have septic tank.  The Dhobi have the highest number of households (23.5%) having septic tanks in their houses.

Jharkhand
When it comes to Jharkhand, 82.0 per cent households (446 nos.) defecate in the open, 1.1 use pit/dug wells outside their houses, 0.4 percent use the community latrine, the rest have septic taks (16.5% ,90 nos.).  As expected most of the septic tanks are located in 84.1 percent of Oraon (63 nos.) and 81.1 percent of Munda (30 nos.) households.  One household each of Mahali and Munda are using the community latrine.  The Munda and the Oraon are the sample households of Ranchi town.

West Bengal

Among the Scheduled Tribes in West Bengal, the members of 95.7 percent households (533 nos.) defecate in the open, 3.0 percent (13 nos.) use the pit/dug well in the open space outside their residence.


Only 1.3 percent households each of Lodha, Oraon, and Bhumij; and 4 households of Santhal have septic tanks.  As for pit/dug wells, 5.4 percent of Santhal households (16 nos.) and one household of Lodha are using pit/dug well for defecation.

        One thing becomes clear, the pit/dug well within the residential compound is a West Bengal feature.

(c) Cooking Arrangement

Scheduled Castes

Bihar
Let us now examine the cooking arrangement of Scheduled Castes in Bihar.


Most of the Scheduled Caste households in Bihar cook food inside their premises (68.9%).  Whilst 15.5 percent households have some kind of a separate kitchen inside their homes, an equal number have to cook outside (15.6%).

Table 5.6 :  Cooking arrangements among the Scheduled Castes in Bihar

	S.No.
	
	
	Cooking arrangement

	
	Castes
	No. of HHs
	Outside (%)
	Inside their home (%)
	Kitchen (%)

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Chamar
	159
	9

(5.7)
	136

(85.5)
	14

(8.8)

	2.
	Chaupal
	29
	4

(13.8)
	20

(69.0)
	5

(17.2)

	3.
	Dusadh
	113
	10

(8.8)
	72

(63.7)
	31

(27.4)

	4.
	Musahar
	69
	38

(55.1)
	27

(39.1)
	4

(5.7)

	5.
	Dhobi
	8
	-
	2

(25.0)
	6

(75.0)

	
	All 9 castes
	392
	61

(15.6)
	270

(68.9)
	61

(15.5)


· Among the Dusadh, 27.4 percent households have a kitchen arrangement, followed by the Chaupal (17.2%), Chamar (8.8%) and Musahar (5.7%).  Among the Dhobi 6 out of 8 households have a separate kitchen (75%).

· It will be appropriate to refer to the fuel being used to cook while we are discussing cooking arrangement.  Wood is commonly used as cooking fuel.  Interestingly all the 6 Dhobi households having a separate kitchen use gas chulla (75%), whilst 14 households of Dusadh (12.4%), 4 of Chamar (2.5%) and one of Chaupal (2.4%) also possess this kitchen utility.

Jharkhand
 
In Jharkhand, 21.4 percent households have separate kitchen, the rest 78.6 percent have cooking arrangement inside their homes.  None of the households cook outside the residence.

Table 5.7 :  Cooking arrangements among the Scheduled Castes in Jharkhand

	S.No.
	
	
	Cooking arrangement

	
	Castes
	No. of HHs
	Outside (%)
	Inside their homes (%)
	Kitchen (%)

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Chamar
	16
	-
	14

(87.5)
	2

(12.;5)

	2.
	Dom
	21
	-
	15

(71.4)
	6

(28.6)

	
	All 7 castes
	56
	-
	44

(78.6)
	12

(21.4)


· Interestingly, among the Dom, 28.6% households have separate kitchen scoring over the Chamar (12.5%).

· As for fuel, the electric/kerosene stove is the most commonly used utilities for cooking.  The gas chulla is significantly absent.

West Bengal

       In West Bengal, 26.6 percent Scheduled Caste households have separate kitchen, 46.3 percent cook inside and 27.1 percent cook outside. 

            Table 5.8 : Cooking arrangements among the Scheduled Castes 

                                                       in West Bengal

	S.No.
	
	
	Cooking arrangement

	
	Castes
	No. of HHs
	Outside (%)
	Inside their homes (%)
	Kitchen (%)

	
	
	
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Bagdi
	65
	27

(41.5)
	27

(41.5)
	11

(16.9)

	2.
	Bauri
	47
	31

(66.0)
	16

(34.0)
	-

	3.
	Bhuiyan
	30
	2

(6.7)
	20

(66.6)
	8

(26.7)

	4.
	Chamar
	48
	10

(20.8)
	23

(47.9)
	15

(31.3)

	5.
	Dhobi
	34
	4

(11.8)
	27

(79.4)
	3

(8.8)

	6.
	Dom
	20
	9

(45.0)
	11

(55.0)
	-

	7.
	Kami
	23
	7

(30.4)
	-
	16

(69.6)

	8.
	Konai
	21
	-
	13

(61.9)
	8

(38.1)

	9.
	Mal
	70
	21

(30.0)
	24

(34.3)
	25

(35.7)

	10.
	Patni
	30
	1

(3.3)
	25

(83.3)
	4

(13.3)

	11.
	Sarki
	30
	5

(16.6)
	1

(3.3)
	24

(80.0)

	
	All 20 castes
	443
	120

(27.1)
	205

(46.3)
	118

(26.6)


· With respect to individual castes, households having separate kitchen is highest among the Sarki (80.0%) followed by Kami (69.6%), Konai (38,1%), Mal (35.7%), Chamar (31.3%), Bhuiyan (26.7%), Bagdi (16.9%), and Patni (13.3%).  Surprisingly, only 8.8 percent of Dhobi households have a separate kitchen.  None of the households among the Bauri and the Dom have  separate kitchen.  As for fuel, only 6 households have gas chulla (Dhobi 4 hhs, Mal 2 hhs).  Wood and Kerosene oil are used most extensively. 

· Among those who cook inside their homes but do not have  separate kitchen, the Patni tops the list (83.3% hhs), followed by Dhobi (79.4%), Bhuiyan (66.6%), Konai (61.9%), Dom (55%), Chamar (47.9%), Bagdi (41.5%), Mal (34.3%), and Bauri (34.0%).  Only the Kami do not have any households in the category.

· West Bengal has the largest percentage of households having to cook outside.  The Bauri figures the highest in this category with 66.0 percent households, followed by Dom (45%), Bagdi (41.5%), Karmi (30.4%), Mal (30.0%), Chamar (20.8%), Sarki (16.6%), Dhobi (11.8%), Bhuiyan (6.7%), and Patni (3.3%).  None of the households of Konai do outside cooking.

Scheduled Castes

Jharkhand

In Jharkhand 34.2 percent of all households have separate kitchen, 64.0 percent cook inside and only 1.8 percent cook outside.

Table 5.9 :  Cooking arrangements among the Scheduled Tribes in Jharkhand 

	S.No.
	
	
	Cooking arrangement

	
	Tribes
	No. of HHs
	Outside 

(%)
	Inside their  home (%)
	Kitchen 

(%)

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	HO
	184
	8

(4.3)
	146

(79.3)
	30

(16.3)

	2.
	Lohara
	58
	1

(1.7)
	54

(93.1)
	3

(5.2)

	3.
	Mahali
	48
	-
	19

(39.6)
	29

(60.4)

	4.
	Munda
	37
	1

(2.7)
	23

(62.2)
	13

(35.1)

	5.
	Oraon
	63
	-
	36

(57.1)
	27

(42.9)

	6.
	Santhal
	150
	-
	68

(45.3)
	82

(54.7)

	
	All  8  Tribes
	544
	10

(1.8)
	348

(64.0)
	186

(34.2)


· Cooking amongst the tribals almost universally takes place inside their homes, whether or not they have a separate kitchen.  Among the Mahali and the Santhal a separate kitchen is a predominant feature (60.4% and 54.7% respecively), even if they are all rural households.  The urban-based Oraon and Munda come next (42.9% and 35.1% respectively).  The Lohara paradox continues with only 5.2 percent households having kitchen even when they are predominantly urban.

· As for fuel, the urban based households of the Oraon, Munda and Lohara have 25 gas chullas between them (25% among Oraon, 16% among Munda and 5% among the Lohara).

· The rural based, Mahali, Santhal and Ho are mainly using wood and kerosene.

West Bengal

In West Bengal, 35.7 percent of all households have kitchen.  As many as 44.0 percent households cook inside their homes and 20.3 percent had cook outside.

Table 5.10 : Cooking arrangements among the Scheduled Tribes in West  Bengal

	S.No.
	
	
	Cooking Arrangement

	
	Tribes
	No. of HHs
	Outside 

(%)
	Inside their home (%)
	Kitchen

 (%)

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Bhumij
	72
	16

(22.2)
	31

(43.1)
	25

(34.7)

	2.
	Lodha
	44
	3

(6.8)
	38

(86.4)
	3

(6.8)

	3.
	Mahali
	22
	5

(22.7)
	5

(22.7)
	12

(54.5)

	4.
	Munda
	22
	8

(36.4)
	4

(18.2)
	10

(45.5)

	5.
	Oraon
	78
	18

(23.1)
	5

(6.4)
	55

(70.5)

	6.
	Santhal
	298
	54

(18.1)
	155

(52.0)
	89

(29.9)

	
	All 12 tribes
	557
	113

(20.3)
	245

(44.0)
	199

(35.7)


· With respect to individual castes, the households having separate kitchen is the highest among the Oraon with 70.5 percent households, followed by Mahali with 54.5 percent, Munda with 45.5 percent, Bhumij with 34.7 percent, and Santhal with 29.9 percent.  It is lowest among the Lodha (6.8%).

· Among those cooking inside, but without separate kitchen, we have 86.4 percent of Lodha, 52.0 percent of Santhal, 43.1 percent of Bhumij, 22.7 percent of Mahali, 18.2 percent of Munda and 6.4 percent of Oraon.

· Among those having to cook outside, the Munda with 36.4 percent households stand out prominent, followed by Oraon (23.1%), Mahali (22.7%), Bhumij (22.2%), Santhal (18.1%) and Lodha (6.8%).

What is conspicuous about West Bengal is that nearly one-fourth of the Scheduled Caste and Tribal households are cooking their food outside.

Health  seeking  behaviour

Fundamental to health-seeking behaviour is the reproduction of society, culture and economy.  Efficiency of labour in whatever form is directly linked with the state of health of the members of the society.  It is on account of this that health is a major aspect of state policy.   Primary health centres, immunization programmes, hospitals at various levels, provide the structure of health care, disease and illness.  Further, we are aware of the parallel existence of traditional and  modern modes of treatment and health care.

It is not possible to go into a detailed analytical depth study of health, which would require a separate study of its own.  However, we have collected some descriptive data on (a) morbidity, (b) post-natal child care immunization, and (c) pre/post natal mother care.

(a) Morbidity  Pattern
     It  is  necessary  to  mention  that  the  base  period for which data have been obtained  is one year.  Secondly, the illness/diseases reported are as per the perception of the interviewee.  Thirdly, the data presented is only about what kind of illness/disease was experienced in the household.  It does not relate to how many persons suffered how many times during this period.  What we are sharing is at best a crude disease profile, not in terms of their incidence, but their prevalence.


The data from Bihar is too sketchy to warrant any observation.*  In Jharkhand among the Scheduled Castes, which are mostly located in Ranchi, gastro-enteritis figures as the major concern.  However, among the urban-based Scheduled Tribes (Oraon, Munda, Lohara), we find in addition, prevalence of respiratory problems, tuberculosis, cardiac troubles and chicken pox.  Amongst the Santhal, Ho, and Mahali who are rural-based, respiratory and gastro-entirtic problems seem to be more prominent, whilst tuberculosis and infectious diseases like chicken-pox also figure.  


In West Bengal, amongst both Scheduled Castes and Tribes, respiratory and gastro-entiritic problems  seem to be the major afflictions, whilst tuberculosis and cardiac conditions also trouble the population.

__________________________________________________________________

* Although the survey data on morbidity and immunisation in Bihar is unsatisfactory, our own rapid appraisal field study revealed a few things.  In group interviews of Scheduled Caste members in the north Bihar district of  Saran, we were told that ANMs attend to immunisation of the children (post natal).  Most deliveries take place in homes.  We were also apprised by the Government Block Level doctor that gastro-entiritic cases abounded and there were also cases of tuberculosis.  For serious conditions, the people went to the Sadar Hospital in Chapra.  The people also visit private doctors who are R.M.Ps. (registered medical practitioners), in cases of acute dehydration requiring saline drops.  In the south of Bihar district of Patna, ANMs were reported to be attending to pregnant mothers providing iron supplements and tetanus inoculations.  They were also providing immunisation to post-natal children. However, how much of these services were reaching the Scheduled Caste households is something on which we unable to comment.


While at the level of individual castes and tribes, it is difficult to make any firm pronouncements, but there is some suggestion that tuberculosis is associated more with the Santhal.

(b) Post-natal Child Care and Immunisation

Scheduled Castes

Jharkhand


There are 29 Scheduled Caste children (male 9;  female 20) below the age of six among the Scheduled Castes of Jharkhand.  Of these, 19 (65.5%) were immunised (male 7; female 12).  Amongst those immunised, 15 children (male 9; female 8) received primary inoculations for Polio, BCG and DPT, whilst the remaining 4 received only Polio drops.

                             Table 5.11 : Immunisation among the Scheduled Caste children in Jharkhand

	Sl

No
	Castes (H.H)
	No.of children

Below 6 Yrs
	No.of children

Immunised below 6 Yrs
	                   Type of Immunisation

     Polio                         BCG      Polio        DPT

	
	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1.
	Chamar    (16)
	4
	4
	8
	3

(75.0)
	4

(100.0)
	7

(87.5)
	   -

 
	   -


	  -


	  3  (75.0)
	   4 (100.0)
	   7 (87.5)

	2.
	Dom         (21)
	3
	6
	9
	3

(100.0)
	3

50.0)
	6

(66.7)
	   -


	   -


	  -


	  3 (100.0)
	   3 (50.0)
	   6 (66.7)

	
	All 7 Castes (56)
	9
	20
	29
	7

(77.8)
	12

(60.0)
	19

(65.5)
	   -


	   4

(20.0)
	  4

(13.8)
	  7 (77.8)
	   8 (40.0)-
	  15

(51.7)


Note: Figure in brackets indicate percentage of children immunised to total children

· Of the 8 Chamar children, 7 were immunised for primary inoculation of BCG, Polio and DPT.  5 of them were inoculated at the District Hospital and 2 by Multi-Purpose Health Workers.

· Among the Dom 6 out of 9children were immunised for BCG, Polio and DPT.  4 of them were inoculated at the District Hospital and 2 by Multi-Purpose Health Workers (MPHW).

· The role of the District Hospital and the MPHW in the town of Ranchi seem to be effective.

· The gender disparity in the immunisation of children is not clearly visible in a small sample.

West Bengal
In West Bengal, among the Scheduled Castes, with 98 children (37.3 per cent) out of 263 children immunised, the situatuion is not too satisfactory.  The percentage of male children immunised is 42.6 percent as against 31.5 percent female.  Overall, there is a small gender disparity that is visible.  While 31.6 percent children received primary doze of Polio, BCG and DPT, 5.7 percent received only polio.

         Table 5.12 : Immunization smong the Scheduled Castes in  West Bangal 

	Sl

No
	Castes (House-hold)


	No. of children

below 6 yrs
	No. of children

Immunization below 6 Yrs
	           Type of Immunisation

                  Polio                 BCG       Polio       DPT

	
	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1.
	Bagdi     (65)
	13
	15
	28
	4

(30.7)
	5

(33.3)
	9

(32.1)
	1

(7.7)
	2

(13.3)
	3

(10.7)
	3

(23.0)
	3

(20.0)
	6

(21.4)

	2.
	Bauri      (47)
	15
	5
	20
	6

(40.0)
	2

(40.0)
	8

(40.0)
	-
	-
	-
	6

(40.0)
	2

(40.0)
	8

(40.0)

	3.
	Bhuiya    (30)
	9
	8
	17
	2

(22.2)
	1

(12.5)
	3

(17.6)
	1

(11.1)
	-
	1

(5.9)
	1

(11.1)
	1

(12.5)
	2

(11.8)

	4.
	Chamer  (48)
	16
	16
	32
	9

(56.3)
	6

(37.5)
	15

(46.9)
	-
	-
	-
	9

(56.3)
	6

(37.5)
	15

(46.9)

	5.
	Dhobi     (34)
	4
	7
	11
	1

(25.0)
	1

(14.3)
	2

(18.2)
	1

(25.0)
	1

(14.3)
	2

(18.2)
	-
	-
	-

	6.
	Dom       (20)
	3
	9
	12
	1

(33.3)
	3

(33.3)
	4

(33.3)
	-
	2

(22.2)
	2

(16.7)
	1

(33.3)
	1

(11.1)
	2

(16.7)

	7.
	Kami      (23)
	8
	5
	13
	3

(37.5)
	-
	3

(23.1)
	-
	-
	-
	3

(37.5)
	-
	3

(23.1)

	8.
	Konai     (21)
	10
	25
	35
	7

(70.0)
	8

(32.0)
	15

(42.9)
	-
	-
	-
	7

(70.0)
	8

(32.0)
	15

(42.9)

	9.
	Mal        (70)
	26
	14
	40
	19

(73.1)
	8

(57.1)
	27

(67.5)
	2

(7.7)
	1

(7.1)
	3

(7.5)
	17

(65.4)
	7

(50.0)
	24

(60.0)

	10.
	Patni      (30)
	14


	10
	24
	2

(14.3)
	2

(20.0)
	4

(16.7)
	1

(7.1)
	-
	1

(4.2)
	1

(7.1)
	2

(20.0)
	3

(12.5)

	11
	Sarki      (30)
	9
	6
	15
	2

(22.2)
	3

(50.0)
	5

(33.3)
	1

(11.1)
	1

(16.7)
	2

(13.3)
	1

(11.1)
	2

(33.3)
	3

(20.0)

	
	All 20 castes (443)
	136
	127
	263
	58

(42.6)
	40

(31.5)
	98

(37.3)
	8

(5.9)
	7

(5.5)
	15

(5.7)
	50

(36.8)
	33

(26.0)
	83

(31.6)


Note: Figures in brackets indicate percentage of children immunised to total  children

· The percentage of children immunised among the Mal is 67.5 percent, Chamar 46.9 percent, Konai 42.9 percent, Bauri 40.0, percent Dom and Sarki 33.3 percent each, Bagdi 32.1 percent, Kami 23.1 percent.  Among the Dhobi, Bhuiyan and Patni it is less than 20 percent.

· Surprisingly, it is so low among the Dhobi. 

· The majority of children were immunised by Auxiliary Nurse Midwife (ANM) at the subcentres.  Others closer to urban centres were immunized at PHC or Govt. Hospital.

Scheduled Tribes

Jharkhand


Among the ST children in Jharkhand, 125 children (48.8 percent), out of 256 children were immunised.  This too cannot be considered satisfactory.  The percentage of male children immunised is 48.4 percent while that of female is 49.7.  There is no gender disparity in as much as both are treated equally even when not immunised.  In another respect the programme of immunisation is limited.  As many as 32.4 percent received only polio, and only 16.4 percent received primary doses of polio, BCG, and DPT.


In the urban area of Ranchi, the facilities of government (including Multi-Purpose Health Worker) non-government and private clinics are availed for immunisation.  In the rural areas, it is the Auxiliary Nurse and Midwife whose assistance is sought.

                                   Table 5.13 :  Immunization among the Scheduled Tribes in Jharkhand

	Sl

No
	Tribes
	No of children

Below 6Year
	No of children

Immunized
	                        Types of Immunisation

            Polio                        BCG     Polio      DPT

	
	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1.
	Ho
	30
	39
	69
	17

(56.7)
	22  (56.4)


	39 (56.5)
	10

(33.3)
	16

(41.1)
	26 (37.7)
	7

(23.3)
	6

(15.4)
	13

(18.8)

	2.
	Lahar
	14
	13
	27
	12 (85.7)
	9

(69.2)
	21 (77.8)
	4

(28.6)
	1

(7.7)
	5

(18.5)
	8

(57.1)
	8

(61.5)
	16

(59.3)

	3.
	Mahali
	11
	16
	27
	1

(9.1)
	1

 (6.3)
	2 (7.4)
	1

(9.1)
	1

(6.3)
	2

(7.4)
	-
	-
	-

	4.
	Munda
	8
	6
	14
	3

(37.5)
	6 (100.0)
	9 (64.3)
	-
	4

(66.7)
	4

(28.6)
	3

(37.5)
	2

(33.3)
	5

(35.7)

	5.
	Oraon
	7
	13
	20
	5

(71.4)
	4

(30.8)
	9

(45.0)
	2

(28.6)
	2

(15.4)
	4

(20.0)
	3

(42.9)
	2

(15.4)
	5

(25.0)

	6.
	Santhal
	55
	38
	93
	24

(43.6)
	18

(47.4)
	42

(45.2)
	24

(43.6)
	18

(47.4)
	42

(45.2)
	-
	-
	-

	
	All 8 tribes
	128
	128
	256
	62

(48.4)
	63

(49.2)
	125

(48.8)
	41

(32.0)
	42

(32.8)
	83

(32.4)
	21

(16.4)
	21

(16.4)
	42

(16.4)


Note: Figures in brackets indicate percentage of children immunised to total children

· With respect to individual tribes, 77.8 percent children among the Lohara, 64.3 percent among the Munda, 56.5 percent among the Ho, 45.2 percent among the Santhal, 45.0 percent among the Oroan and only 7.4 percent among the Mahali were immunised.

· For post-natal childcare among the children of Lohara, Munda and Oraon, they benefited from the facilities available through Government/ non-Government health organisations in Ranchi town.  They have easy access to the District Hospital and to private clinics. 

· Among the Munda, out of 9 children immunized, 5 got immunized by private doctor in private clinic and four got immunized at the District Hospital.

· Among the Oraon, out of 9 children 8 were immunised at the Government Hospital, one got immunised by Multi-Purpose Health Workers (MPHW).

· Among the Lohara out of 21 children 14 got immunised at the District Hospital, six my MPHW and one by the private doctor.

· Among the Ho, out of 39, 24 children were immunised by Auxilary Nurse Midwives (ANM) at the subcentre, 15 at the village camp.

· Among the  Mahali, 2 children were immunised by ANM.  Among the Santhal, out of 42, 32 children were immunised by ANM.

West Bengal


Among the Scheduled Tribes in West Bengal, 122 children (40.7 percent) out of 300 children were immunised.  The percentge of mle children immunised is equal to that of female children.  This is in sharp of contrast to SC children in West Bengal.  As among the Scheduled Tribes of Jharkhand, there is a parity between male and female in the immunisation of children in West Bengal.  However, there is a difference in the type of immunisation.  In Jharkhand two third received only polio, whereas in West Bengal, majority of the children received primary doses of Polio, BCG and DPT.

                 Table 5.14:  Immunization among the Scheduled Tribe children in  West Bengal

	Sl.

No.


	Tribes
	No of children

Below 6 yrs
	No. of children

Immunized below 6 yrs.
	 Types of immunisation

               Polio                   BCG       Polio      DPT

	
	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1


	Bhumi
	22
	18
	40
	5

(22.7)
	2

(11.1)
	7

(17.5)
	-
	-
	-
	5

(22.7)
	2

(11.1)
	7

(17.5)

	2.
	Lodha
	14
	8
	20
	-


	2

(25.0)
	2

(10.0)
	-
	-
	-
	-


	2

(25.0)
	2

(10.0)

	3.
	Mahali
	7
	6
	13
	3

(42.9)
	2

(33.3)
	5

(38.5)
	1

(14.3)
	-
	1

(7.7)
	2

(28.6)
	2

(33.3)
	4

(30.8)

	4.
	Munda
	6
	3
	9
	1

(16.7)
	3

(100.0)
	4

(44.4)
	1

(16.7)
	-
	1

(11.1)
	-
	3

(100.0)
	3

(33.3)

	5
	Oraon
	33
	29
	62
	7

(21.2)
	10

(34.5)
	17

(27.4)
	-
	-
	-
	7

(21.2)
	10

(34.5)
	17

(27.4)

	6
	Santhal
	80
	69
	149
	50

(62.5)
	30

(43.5)
	80

(53.7)
	9

(11.3)
	6

(8.7)
	15

(10.1)
	41

(51.3)
	24

(34.8)
	65

(43.6)

	
	All 12

Tribes
	167
	133
	300
	68

(40.7)
	54

(40.6)
	122

(40.7)
	11

(6.6)
	6

(4.5)
	17

(5.6)
	57

(34.1)
	48

(36.1)
	105

(35.0)


Note: Figures in brackets indicate percentage of children immunised to total children

· The children immunized among the Santhal is highest with 53.7 percent, followed by Munda with 44.4 percent, Mahali with 38.5 percent.

· The children immunised among the Lodha is the lowest with 10.0 percent, followed by the Bhumij  with 17.5 percent and Oraon with 27.4 percent.  As among the scheduled castes in West Bengal, the majority of children are immunised by ANM at the subcentres.

Concluding Observations


There is distinct trend towards getting children immunised.  However, for achieving the target of universal immunisation, more concerted efforts and awareness generating  programmes need to be vigorously pursued at this stage.


There is a conspicuous shift in attitude taking place among the Scheduled Castes and Tribes in their health seeking behaviour.  They are now inclined to approach hospitals, private clinics and get treated through allopathic `quacks’ for relief from disease and ailments, as well as for preventive immunisation.

CHAPTER VI

 Literacy and Education

It goes without saying that since time immemorial education has  been regarded as a key variable determining power and influencing the level of well-being and prosperity.  We are familiar with the structural restrictions imposed on castes regarding access to education.  The concern with disempowerment and empowerment since the beginning of 20th century has been related powerfully to education.  The call given by  Swami Vivekananda for man-making education, the primacy of basic education for all  emphasised by Gandhi, and  stirring slogan of Ambedkar “educate, unite and agitate” for Scheduled Castes, demonstrate how keenly they felt the need for universalising the education  to build a strong egalitarian country and a nation.  Baba Saheb knew in his heart of hearts that education and emancipation of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes in India go hand in hand.


It is in this perspective that the performance of the State with regard to universalising literacy and education has to be perceived.  Scholarships, stipends, free hostel facilities have generally been the strategy adopted by the state to promote literacy and education among the SCs/STs.


In our study we have undertaken an analysis of effective literacy of the SCs/STs.  It needs to be clarified at this stage that effective literacy in 1991 Census covers the population  seven years and above.  Considering that elementary education  begins at the age of six, we argue that effective literacy also  begins at the same age.  Notwithstanding this one year difference in the identification of effective literacy, we feel  that our data collected close to census 2001 will be more or less comparable. Literacy includes all  those who have gone through various levels of education.  In our survey  we have classified the  educational attainments   in terms of levels of education completed.  To clarify, 

1. those who have attended but not completed primary education have been classified as `incomplete primary'; 

2. those who have attended but not completed middle school,  or are continuing their study in  middle school, are classified as “Primary plus incomplete middle”.   This logic is followed consistently at other levels.

In the analysis of literacy, we have not only averaged male and female literacy, but have gone further in calculating a Gender Disparity Index (henceforward GDI).  This is a ratio of female to male at any level of education expressed in the range 0 to 1.000.  Thus if the gender disparity index for education at the incomplete primary/primary level is 0.802 it means 802 females per 1000 male are educated at this level, which is also to say that 80.2 percent of males at this level of education are females.*

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

*       Given that: 

 (i)   x is the total male population above 6 years, and above

· (ii)  xp is the population at a given level of education.

· (iii) y is the total female population  6 years, and above.

· (iv) yp is the population at the same given level of education.

Then yp   x    z will give the gender disparity index. 

           y      zp
This follows index used by Gurupada Chakravarty.

Gurupada Chakravarty: Quality of  Life of Scheduled Castes and Tribes in 

                                        Rural India, Yojana, June 99, pp. 34-40.

Effective Literacy           

Scheduled Castes
Bihar 

     
 In our survey, we have defined effective literacy as referring to the population 6 years and above.  In Bihar, this population in our sample is 2173, of which 1179 are males and 994 are females.

 
The overall literacy rate of all the sample households of Scheduled Castes is 42.2 percent with male literacy at 55.8 percent, female at 25.9 percent and a GDI 
    Table  6.1:  Effective  literacy among Scheduled Castes in  Bihar  ( Percent)

	S.No.
	Caste (Household)
	Male
	Female
	Persons
	GDI

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Chamar (159)
	55.0
	23.8
	40.4
	0.433

	2.
	Chaupal 

(29)
	51.1
	14.0
	33.2
	0.273

	3.
	Dusadh (113)
	66.5
	36.1
	52.9
	0.541

	4.
	Musahar (69)
	28.1
	11.0
	20.2
	0.389

	5.
	Dhobi 

(8) 
	92.2
	73.3
	84.5
	0.771

	
	All 9 castes
	55.8
	25.9
	42.2
	0.465


GDI refers to Gender Disparity Index.

· The literacy rate among the Dhobi is  highest at 84.5 percent, with the least gender disparity (GDI 0.771).

· Among the Musahar it is the lowest at 20.2 percent (GDI 0.389).

· The Dusadh with a  literacy rate of 52.9 and a GDI of 0.541  come next to the Dhobi..

· The   of  Chamar follow with 40.4  literacy  and a GDI 0.433.    

· Although the literacy level of Chaupal (33.2%)  is better than the Musahar  its GDI is the lowest (0.273).

· It is interesting to find that  among the Dhobi and the Dusadh with very high to high levels of male literacy (92.2% and 66.5% respectively), the gender disparity is also comparatively less.

Jharkhand    

In  the  Scheduled Caste sample  population of Jharkhand,  we have  152 males and 151  females constituting  a total of 303 persons  who  are in the  age group of six  years  and above.  

The  overall literacy  rate  of all  the sample  households  of Scheduled Castes  in Jharkhand is 62.4 present with far better GDI (0.736) than Bihar..

Table6.2: Effective literacy among  Scheduled Castes in Jharkhand.  (Percent)

	S.No.
	Caste (Household)
	Male
	Female
	Persons
	GDI

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Chamar (16)
	90.9
	69.8
	80.5
	0.767

	2.
	Dom (21)
	68.3
	48.2
	58.8
	0.706

	
	All 7 castes (56)
	72.4
	52.3
	62.4
	0.736


· Literacy among the urban based Chamar is very high at 80.5 percent, followed by Dom (58.8%).  The gender disparity among the Chamar (0.767) is less than that of the Dom (0.706).

· The   urban  industrial  impact  is clearly  in evidence.  
West  Bengal   

In  the  case  of Scheduled Caste sample  population  of West  Bengal  we have  1063 males, 970 females  constituting  a total  of  2033 who  are in the  age group of six  years and above.  

The  overall  effective  literacy  rate  of  our  sample  households  of Scheduled Castes in West Bengal  is  57.4  percent  which  is  substantially higher  than  in Bihar  (42.1 percent).  However, it is lower than the urban-based Scheduled Castes in Jharkhand.  The   gender  disparity  is considerably lower (0.740) than in Bihar and equals that of the urban Jharkhand. 

  Table 6.3: -  Effective  literacy among   Scheduled Castes  in 

 West  Bengal ( Percent)   

	S.No.
	Caste

(Households)
	Male
	Female
	Persons
	GDI

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Bagdi (65)
	63.2
	39.6
	52.3
	0.627

	2.
	Bauri (47)
	57.3
	23.7
	42.1
	0.414

	3.
	Bhuiyan (30)
	88.5
	69.8
	79.0
	0.788

	4.
	Chamar (48)
	57.4
	50.0
	54.0
	0.870

	5.
	Dhobi (34)
	90.1
	83.3
	86.5
	0.924

	6.
	Dom (20)
	68.1
	34.1
	51.1
	0.500

	7.
	Kami (23)
	82.8
	58.0
	71.3
	0.782

	8.
	Konai (21)
	23.5
	8.8
	16.7
	0.378

	9.
	Mal (70)
	57.3
	41.0
	49.2
	0.717

	10.
	Patni (30)
	85.9
	60.4
	75.0
	0.702

	11.
	Sarki (30)
	82.1
	66.2
	73.9
	0.806

	
	All 20 castes (443) 
	66.3
	48.6
	57.4
	0.740


· The  Dhobi  scores the  highest  with a  literacy  rate  of 86.5  percent  and has  the  least in gender  disparity  (GDI 0.924).  

· The  Bhuiyan ,  Patni , Sarki and Kami  all  have literacy  rates  above  70 percent .  Among  them the  gender  disparity is also low with GDI 0.788, 0.702, 0.806 and 0.782 respectively.  

· The  Chamar (54.0%), Bagdi (52.3%), Dom (57.1%) and  Mal (49.2%) are in the  middle  range  of literacy.  Among them gender disparity is least among the Chamar (0.870), followed by Mal (0.717), Bagdi (0.627) and Dom (0.500). 

· The  Bauri  have a relatively  low  literacy  rate of 42.1  percent  with  high  gender  disparity (0.414).  

· The  condition  of  Konai is the  worst with  literacy  rate  of only 16.7 percent  with  the  highest  gender  disparity  (0.378).  

· What  stands  out in  West Bengal  is  the high levels of literacy among scheduled castes with low gender disparity.  The only real exception is the Konai. This  is a reflection of the  state  policy aggresively  engaged  in  strengthening  the  primary base of  education  in  West Bengal.  

  Scheduled Tribes 

 Jharkhand    

Coming to the tribal population of Jharkhand we have in our sample  1302

males, 1319 females, constituating  a total population of 2621 of the   age  6 years  and above.    


The  overall  literacy rate for all the  tribal  households in Jharkhand is 55.2  percent  with a GDI of 0.707.   

      Table 6.4: -  Effective  literacy  among   the  Scheduled Tribes in

                                                     Jharkhand (Percent)

	S.No.
	Tribe (Household)
	Male
	Female
	Persons
	GDI

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Ho (184)
	51.7
	24.5
	38.2
	0.476

	2.
	Lohara (58)
	61.0
	50.4
	55.9
	0.826

	3.
	Mahali (48)
	56.1
	30.9
	44.2
	0.548

	4.
	Munda (37)
	92.2
	79.2
	85.5
	0.858

	5.
	Oraon (63)
	96.2
	89.1
	92.6
	0.926

	6.
	Santhal (150) 
	65.5
	47.9
	56.6
	0.738

	
	All 8 tribes (544)
	64.8
	45.8
	55.2
	0.707


· For the  Oraon  and the Munda, who  are  urban  based, the literacy figures are as high as 92.6 and 85.5  percent respectively.  Correspondingly, they have very low gender disparity (0.926 and 0.858).     

· Considering that the   Lohara are predominantly   in  Ranchi,   they have  a comparatively  lower literacy rate of 55.9 percent, coming  close to the rural  based  Santhal (56.6 percent). But their gender disparity is almost at  par with the Munda (0.826). However, the Santhal (0.738) have the least gender disparity among the rural-based Ho and Mahali. 

· The  Ho with  the lowest  literacy of 38.2  percent have the highest gender disparity (0.476).  The   Mahali comes next with a literacy of  44.2  percent and somewhat lesser disparity than the Ho (0.548).  

· The  urban  factor  stands  out  in   Jharkhand.   

 West  Bengal   

 In West Bengal, 1331 males, 1263 females constitute the total tribal sample population of  2594.  In West Bengal, the Scheduled Tribes have an overall literacy of 56.8 percent which compares favourably with that of Scheduled Castes in the State.  However, gender disparity is lower among the Scheduled Castes.    

Table  6.5: -  Effective  literacy among  Scheduled Tribes in  

                                        West  Bengal (Percent)

	S.No.
	Tribe (Households)
	Male
	Female
	Total
	GDI

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	1.
	Bhumij (72)
	84.9
	69.1
	77.3
	0.813

	2.
	Lodha (44)
	43.3
	26.6
	35.5
	0.613

	3.
	Mahali (22)
	72.0
	47.8
	60.4
	0.664

	4.
	Munda (22)
	67.4
	61.4
	64.4
	0.910

	5.
	Oraon (78)
	72.5
	52.8
	62.9
	0.728

	6.
	Santhal (298)
	63.0
	39.4
	51.5
	0.625

	
	All 12 tribes (557)
	67.2
	46.0
	56.8
	0.682


· The   Bhumij tops the list  with a literacy   of   77.3  percent and a low gender  disparity (0.813).

· The  Munda (64.4), Oraon (62.9%),  and Mahali (60.4%) all have high literacy  rates with correspondingly very low to lower levels of gender disparities (0.910, 0.728, 0.664 respectively). 

· The   Santhal is the only tribe in the middle range with  a literacy rate of 51.5 percent   and  gender  disparity of  0.625.

· The situation of the Lodha is at the bottom with a low literacy of 35.5 percent and a gender disparity of 0.613.

· It may be noted that  although the effective literacy of SCs and STs is more or less at par,  when it comes to gender disparity there is greater internal differentiation  among the castes as compared to the tribes.

· The variations  in  gender disparity ranges from 0.378 to 0.924 for the SCs, whereas for the STs this ranges from 0.613 to 0.910.

Educational Attainments

             While examining the levels of education, our attention is confined to the  literate population.  Literacy rate by itself does not provide sufficient indication of the process of formation of an educated elite.  It is through an analysis of attainments at different levels of education that  assesment  can be made about the potential of a Scheduled Caste or Tribe to generate an elite.

Scheduled  Castes

               Bihar 

     In Bihar, amongst the Scheduled Castes, those who have not completed  primary education or have completed it, account for 27.3 percent of the population 6 years and above.  Of these, 33.5 percent are male and 20.1 percent are female.  The gender disparity score at this level is 0.602.

       At the middle level of education  6.1 percent male, 2.5 percent female with an overall 4.5 percent have completed  education.  The gender disparity climbs up to 0.412.

      There is perceptible increase of 12.6 percent males having completed either the secondary or senior secondary level of education.  Correspondingly the female education level remains at a low of 2.9 percent.  The gender disparity reaches 0.231.

      As for highest level of education, spanning graduate/postgraduate level, 3.6 percent males and 0.4 percent females are in this category.  The gender disparity reaches a peak of 0.110.

Table 6.6. - Levels of education among the Scheduled Castes in  Bihar
	Caste

(Households)
	Age 6 yrs +
	Incomplete primary
	Primary + incomeplete middle
	Middle + incomplete secondary

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Chamar

(159)
	519
	454
	973
	122

(23.5)
	66

(14.5)
	188

(19.3)
	53

(10.2)
	21

(4.6)
	74

(7.6)
	30

(5.8)
	10

(2.2)
	40

(4.1)

	Chaupal

(29)
	92
	86
	178
	23

(25.0)
	9

(10.5)
	32

(18.0)
	8

(8.7)
	3

(3.5)
	11

(6.2)
	6

(6.5)
	0
	6

(3.4)

	Dusadh

(113)
	335
	269
	604
	77

(23.0)
	61

(22.7)
	138

(22.8)
	44

(13.1)
	15

(5.6)
	59

(9.8)
	29

(8.7)
	10

(3.7)
	39

(6.5)

	Musahar

(69)
	139
	119
	258
	23

(16.5)
	7

(5.9)
	30

(11.6)
	8

(5.8)
	3

(2.5)
	11

(4.3)
	2

(1.4)
	1

(0.8)
	3

(1.2)

	Dhobi

(8)
	41
	30
	71
	8

(19.5)
	6

(20.0)
	14

(19.7)
	5

(12.2)
	3

(10.0)
	8

(11.3)
	3

(7.3)
	4

(13.3)
	7

(9.9)

	All 9 castes (392)
	1179


	994
	2173
	273

(23.2)
	155

(15.6)
	428

(19.7)
	121

(10.3)
	45

(4.5)
	166

(7.6)
	72

(6.1)
	25

(2.5)
	97

(4.5)


	Caste

(Households)
	Secondary + incomplete H.school
	Sr.Secondary + incomplete college
	Graduate + post Grad.


	Total literatesy

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	
	

	Chamar

(159)
	51

(9.8)
	8

(1.8)
	59

(6.1)
	12

(2.3)
	2

(0.4)
	14

(1.4)
	17

(3.3)
	1

(0.2)
	18

(1.8)
	285 (55.0)
	108 (23.8)
	393

(40.4)

	Chaupal

(29)
	9

(9.8)
	0
	9

(5.1)
	0
	0
	0
	1

(1.1)
	0
	1

(0.6)
	47 (51.1)
	12 (14.0)
	59

(33.2)

	Dusadh

(113)
	37

(11.0)
	8

(3.0)
	45

(7.5)
	22

(6.6)
	3

(1.1)
	25

(4.1)
	14

(4.2)
	0


	14

(2.3)
	223 (66.6)
	97 (36.1)
	320

(52.9)

	Musahar

(69)
	3

(2.2)
	2

(1.4)
	5

(1.9)
	2

(1.4)
	0
	2

(0.8)
	1

(0.7)
	0
	1

(0.4)
	39 (28.1)
	13 (11.0)
	52

(20.2)

	Dhobi

(8)
	8

(19.5)
	5

(16.7)
	13

(18.3)
	4

(9.8)
	1

(3.3)
	5

(7.0)
	10

(24.4)
	3

(10.0)
	13

(18.0)
	38 (92.2)
	22 (73.3)
	60

(84.5)

	All 9 castes (392)
	109

(9.2)
	23

(2.3)
	132

(6.1)
	40

(3.4)
	6

(0.6)
	46

(2.1)
	43

(3.6)
	4

(0.4)
	47

(2.2)
	658 (55.0
	258 (26.0)
	916

(42.2)


Note :   1. Figures within brackets ( ) are in percentages for levels of education.

2.The percentages calculated for  male (M) female(F) and Total(T) are with respect to the         

   population of male (M) female (F) and  Total (T) of age 6 year and above.

      3.Effective literacy is the sum total of all levels of education percentage literacy in.

· As  we enter into performance of individual castes, the performance of Dhobi surpasses all others. Nearly one fourth (24.4%) percent of the males are either graduates or postgraduates and 10 percent of the females have attained the same level of education.  The gender disparity at this level is 0.410. At the primary and incomplete level it is 0.946.  A distingusing feature is that among the Scheduled Caste women, the performance of Dhobi from primary level onwords is way above those of others.

· The performance of the Dusadh is clearly higher than those of the Chamar and Chaupal.  As many as 70  (11.6%) persons have completed secondary/sr. secondary and 14  (2.3%) have completed graduation or postgraduation from the 113 households of Dusadh.  The gender disparity at the primary/incomplete primary level is 0.782 whilst at the secondary and sr. secondary level is 0.232.  At the highest level the disparity is 100 percent.

· Amongst the Chamar, 73 persons have completed secondary/sr secondary and 18 have completed graduation and postgraduation from the 159 households of Chamar.  In comparison to the Dusadh, the gender disparity at the three levels are: 0.568, 0.181, and 0.067.

· Among the Chaupal 9 persons have attained secondary level of education and one person has graduated  from the 29 households.

· Clearly the performance of Musahar is the least  with only  one graduate and seven persons attaining the  secondary/sr. secondary level from 69 households.  Both the Chaupal and Musahar with low levels of education have large disparities.

Jharkhand 

 In Jharkhand among the Scheduled Castes, of  those who have either an incomplete primary education or have completed primary education, as many as 43.4 percent are males, and 37.7 percent are females.  The gender disparity at this level is 0.869 percent.  

As for middle level of education, 11.2 percent male and 7.3 percent female with an overall 9.2 percent have completed this level.  The gender disparity at this level is 0.65.

At the secondary/sr. secondary level, 11.9 percent male and 4.0 percent female with an overall average of 7.9 percent have a gender disparity of 0.336..

As for highest level of education, 4.6 percent male and 3.3 percent female with an overall percentage of 4.0, the gender disparity is remarkably low at 0.719.

With respect to individual castes, 

· While both the Chamar and the Dom have high rates of literacy, clearly the Chamar has performed exceedingly well in school in higher education.  As many as 14 persons of Chamar have completed secondary/sr. secondary level education and 12 have completed higher education out of only 16 households.  The gender-disparity at the primary/incomplete primary, secondary/sr. secondary and at the highest level are: 0.959, 0.568, 0.731 respectively.

· As for the Dom only 4 male persons have completed secondary education  and none higher than this level.  The gender disparity at the lowest levels 0.781

There are no females attending classes beyond the middle school.

Table 6.7: Levels of education among the Scheduled Castes in Jharkhand

	Caste

(Households)
	Age 6 yrs +
	Incomplete primary
	Primary + incomplete middle
	Middle + incomplete secondary

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Chamar

(16)
	44
	43
	87
	9

(20.5)
	5

(11.6)
	14

(16.1)
	7

(15.9)
	10

(23.3)
	17

(19.5)
	8

(18.2)
	5

(11.6)
	13

(14.9)

	Dom

(21)
	63
	56
	119
	21

(33.3)
	17

(30.4)
	38

(31.9)
	15

(23.8)
	8

(14.3)
	23

(19.3)
	3

(4.8)
	2

(3.6)
	5

(4.2)

	All 7 castes 

(56)
	152
	151
	303
	36

(23.7)
	31

(20.5)
	67

(22.1)
	30

(19.7)
	26

(17.2)
	56

(18.5)
	17

(11.2)
	11

(7.3)
	28

(9.2)


	Caste

(Households)
	Secondary + incomplete H.school
	Sr.Secondary + incomplete college
	Graduate + post Grad.


	Total literates

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	Chamar

(16)
	8

(18.2)
	5

(11.6)
	13

(14.9)
	1

(2.3)
	-
	1

(1.1)
	7

(15.9)
	5

(11.6)
	12

(13.8)
	40 (90.9)
	39 (69.8)
	70 

80.8)

	Dom

(21)
	4

(6.3)
	-
	4

(3.4)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	43 (68.3)
	27 (48.2)
	 70 

(58.8)

	All 7 castes

(56)
	17

(11.2)
	6

(4.0)
	23

(7.6)
	1

(0.7)
	NIL


	1

(0.3)


	7

(4.6)
	5

(3.5)
	12 

(4.0)
	108 (72.4)
	79 (52.3)
	187 (62.4)


Note :   1. Figures within brackets ( ) are in percentages for levels of education.

2.The percentages calculated for  male (M) female(F) and Total(T) are with respect to the      

   population of male (M) female (F) and  Total (T) of age 6 year and above.

      3.Effective literacy is the sum total of all levels of education percentage literacy in.
West Bengal 


The situation of the Scheduled Castes in West Bengal at the incomplete primary/primary level of education is decidedly the best among the three States, with as many as 55.0 percent male and 44.1 percent female with an overall percentage of 49.8 having attained this level.  The gender disparity score at this level is quite low at 0.802.  The percentage of females at this level of literacy far exceeds those of the other three states.


However, from the middle level of school education onwards there is a drastic drop, with only 7.8 percent male and 3.0 percent female (overall 4.0%) having completed middle school; 4.5 percent male and 1.4 percent female having done secondary/sr.secondary; and at the higher level at tapers down to 1.0 percent for male and 0.1 percent for female.


The gender disparity increases to 0.503 at the middle level of education, increases further to 0.319 at the high school levels and improves at the highest level to 0.547.  But as we have noted, the base from which gender disparity is measured is very small at these levels.

· With respect to individual castes, the  most conspicious performance is that of the  Dhobi.  They are exceptional in having decisively more female literates at the primary and incomplete primay level.  Out of the total  12 graduates/postgraduates from 443 households of West Bengal, 10 are from  34 Dhobi households.  Six of these are males and four are females.  Only other two in this category are males – one each from Mal and Bhuiyan.  Once again, we find among the Dhobi there is trend towards gender equity.  The gender disparity figures for the Dhobi is 1.31 at the primary/incomplete primary level, 0.485 at the secondary/sr. secondary level, and 0.600 at the highest level. 

· As for secondary/sr. secondary level of education, out of 62 persons in West Bengal, 20 are from the Dhobi caste and 7 each from Bagdi and Patni.

· The Dom, Kami and Konai do not have a single person with education level beyond the middle.

· There is generally high concentration of almost all castes in the category of incomplete primary education with good participation of females.

Table 6.8:  Levels of education among the Scheduled Castes in  West Bengal

	Caste

(Households)
	Age 6 yrs +
	Incomplete primary
	Primary + incomeplete middle
	Middle + incomplete secondary

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Bagdi

(65)
	190
	164
	354
	79

(41.6)
	60

(36.6)
	139

(39.3) 
	27

(14.2)
	5

(3.0)
	32

(9.0)
	7

(3.7)
	-
	7

(2.0)

	Bauri

(47)
	117
	97
	214
	47

(40.2)
	18

(18.6)
	65

(30.4)
	17

(14.5)
	5

(5.2)
	22

(10.3)
	2

(1.7)
	-
	2

(0.9)

	Bhuiyan
	61
	63
	124
	34

(55.7)
	37

(58.7)
	71

(57.3)
	6

(9.8)
	4

(6.3)
	10

(8.1)
	9

(14.8)
	3

(4.8)
	12

(9.7)

	Chamar

(48)
	108
	92
	200
	35

(32.4)
	33

(35.9)
	68

(34.0)
	9

(8.3)
	10

(10.9)
	19

(9.5)
	12

(11.1)
	3

(3.3)
	15

(7.5)

	Dhoba

(34)
	81
	90
	171
	23

(28.4)
	35

(38.9)
	58

(33.9)
	14

(17.3)
	19

(21.1)
	33

(19.3)
	17

(21.0)
	10

(11.1)
	27

(15.8)

	Dom

(20)
	47
	47
	94
	16

(34.0)
	12

(25.5)
	28

(29.8)
	11

(23.4)
	4

(8.5)
	15

(16.0)
	5

(10.6)
	-
	5

(5.3)

	Kami

(23)
	58
	50
	108
	21

(36.2)
	18

(36.0)
	39

(36.1)
	20

(34.5)
	11

(22.0)
	31

(28.7)
	7

(12.1)
	-
	7

(6.5)

	Konai

(21)
	51
	45
	96
	10

(19.6)
	4

(8.9)
	14

(14.6)
	2

(3.9)
	-
	2

(2.1)
	-
	-
	-

	Mal

(70)
	152
	151
	303
	60

(39.5)
	44

(29.1)
	104

(34.3) 
	12

(7.9) 
	14

(9.3) 
	26

(8.6)   
	10

(6.6) 
	3

(2.0)
	13

(4.3) 

	Patni

(30)
	71
	53
	124
	28

(39.4)
	16

(30.2)
	44

(35.5)
	20

(28.2)
	12

(22.6)
	32

(25.8)
	7

(9.9)
	3

(5.7)
	10

(8.1)

	Sarki

(30)
	67
	71
	138
	29

(43.3)
	37

(52.1)
	66

(47.8)
	21

(31.3)
	6

(8.5)
	27

(19.6)
	3

(4.5)
	4

(5.6)
	7

(5.1)

	All 20 castes 

(443)
	1062
	970
	2033
	408

(38.4)
	331

(34.1)
	739

(36.4)
	176

(16.6)
	97

(10.0)
	273

(13.4)
	63

(7.8)
	29

(3.0)
	92

(4.5)


	Caste

(Households)
	Secondary + incomplete H.school
	Sr.Secondary + incomplete college
	Graduate + post Grad.


	Total  literates

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	Bagdi

(65)
	7

(3.7)
	-
	7

(2.0)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	120 (63.2)
	65 

(39.6)
	185 (52.3)

	Bauri

(47)
	1

(0.9)
	-
	1

(0.5)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	67 (57.3)
	23 (23.7)
	90   (42.1)

	Bhiyan

(48)
	3

(4.9)
	-
	3

(2.4)
	1

(1.6)
	-
	1

(0.8)
	1

(1.6)
	-
	1

(0.8)
	54 (88.5)
	44  (69.8)
	98   (79.0)

	Chamar

(48)
	4

(3.7)
	-
	4

(2.0)
	2

(1.9)
	-
	2

(1.0)
	-
	-
	-
	62 (57.4)
	46  (50.0)
	108 (54.0)

	Dhoba

(34)
	7

(8.6)
	6

(6.7)
	13

(7.6)
	6

(7.4)
	1

(1.1)
	7

(4.1)
	6

(7.4)
	4

(4.4)
	10

(5.8)
	73 (90.1)
	75 (83.3)
	148 (86.5)

	Dom

(20)
	-
	-
	--
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	32 (68.1)
	16 (34.0)
	48 

(51.1)

	Kami

(23)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	43 (82.8)
	29 (58.0)
	72   (71.3)

	Konai

(21)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	12 (23.5)
	4    (8.8) 
	16   (16.7)

	Mal

(70)
	3

(2.0)
	1

(0.7)
	4

(1.3)
	1

(0.7)
	-
	1

(0.3)
	1

(0.7)
	-
	1

(0.3)
	87 (57.3)
	62  (41.0)
	149 (49.2)

	Patni

(30)
	5

(7.0)
	1

(1.9)
	6

(4.8)
	1

(1.4)
	-
	1

(0.8)
	-
	-
	-
	61 (85.9)
	32  (60.4)
	93   (75.0)

	Sarki

(30)
	1

(1.5)
	-
	1

(0.7)
	1

(1.5)
	-
	1

(0.7)
	-
	-
	-
	55 (82.1)
	47  (66.2)
	102 (73.9)

	All 20 castes 

(443)
	35

(3.3)
	10

(1.0)
	45

(2.2)
	13

(1.2)
	4

(0.4)
	17

(0.8)
	8

(1.0)
	4

(0.1)
	12

(0.5)
	703 (66.3)
	475 (48.6)
	1178 (57.4)


Scheduled Tribes

Jharkhand

At the initial level of education in Jharkhand, as many as 37.5 percent male and 28.4 percent female with  an overall percentage 32.9 have either completed primary school or could not complete. The gender disparity at this level is 0.758.  

At the next level of middle school,  12.7 percent male and 7.6 percent female have attained this level of education.  The gender disparity increases to 0.595.

As for secondary/sr. secondary level of education with  9.9 percent male and 6.5 percent female  attaining  this level of education, the gender disparity reduces a little to 0.656.  

At the highest level, the gender disparity further reduces to 0.707 with  percent male and 3.2 percent female figure in this category.

· Moving to individual tribes in Jharkhand, the Oraon and Munda stand out with a  conspicious level of performance.  There are 34 graduates/postgraduates out of 37 households of Munda and 59 graduates/postgraduates out of 63 households of Oraon.  This means there are 93 graduates./postgraduates among the Oraon and Munda out of a total of 103  among the tribals in Jharkhand.  Their performance at various level of education in terms of gender equity is uniformly high . Among the Munda the GDI moves from 0.687 at primary/incomplete primary level, to 0.812 at the middle level, to 1.17 at the secondary/sr.secondary level and 0.833 at the highest level, with an overall GDI of 0.858.  The Oraon, in comparison, have the following corresponding GDI figures: 1.24, 1.09, 0.840 and 0.570 with an overall GDI of 0.926. It is evident that urban factor is  an important  contributory factor explaining the higher level of performance among the Munda and Oraon.

· Significantly although the Lohara is predominantly in Ranchi and their performance does not match with the  Oraon and Munda in so far as literacy and education levels are concerned, when it comes to gender equity there is not much of a difference (overall GDI 0.826). 

Table 6.9:  Levels of education amongst  the Scheduled Tribes in  Jharkhand

	Caste

(Households)
	Age 6 yrs +
	Incomplete primary
	Primary + incomeplete middle
	Middle + incomplete secondary

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Ho

(184)
	480
	488
	966
	92

(19.2)
	68

(13.9)
	160

(16.6)
	63

(13.1)
	20

(4.1)
	83

(8.5)
	64

(13.3)
	23

(4.7)
	87

(9.0)

	Lohara

(58)
	146
	137
	283
	54

(37.0)
	50

(36.5)
	104

(36.7)
	14

(9.6)
	10

(7.3)
	24

(8.4)
	14

(9.6)
	7

(5.1)
	21

(7.4)

	Mahali

(48)
	103
	94
	197
	28

(27.2)
	17

(18.1)
	45

(22.8)
	15

(14.6)
	7

(7.4)
	22

(11.2)
	12

(11.7)
	3

(3.2)
	15

(7.1)

	Munda

(37)
	90
	96
	186
	22

(24.4)
	12

(12.5)
	34

(18.3)
	8

(8.9)
	10

(10.4)
	18

(9.6)
	15

(16.7)
	13

(13.5)
	28

(15.0)

	Oraon

(63)
	158
	165
	323
	25

(15.8)
	32

(19.4)
	57

(17.6)
	19

(12.0)
	25

(15.2)
	44

(13.6)
	22

(13.9)
	25

(15.2)
	47

(14.6)

	Santhal

(150)
	310
	323
	636
	88

(28.4)
	82

(25.2)
	170

(26.7)
	54

(17.4)
	37

(11.3)
	91

(14.3)
	39

(12.6)
	28

(8.6)
	67

(10.5)

	All 8 tribes

544
	1302
	1319
	2621
	311

(23.9)
	264

(20.0)
	575

(21.9)
	177

(13.6)
	111

(8.4)
	288

(11.0)
	166

(12.7)
	100

(7.6)
	266

(10.1)


	Caste

(Households)
	Secondary + incomplete H.school
	Sr.Secondary + incomplete college
	Graduate + post Grad.


	Total literates

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23 
	24
	25

	Ho

(184)
	23

(4.8)
	3

(0.6)
	26

(2.7)
	2

(0.4)
	4

(0.8)
	6

(0.6)
	4

(0.8)
	2

(0.4)
	6

(0.6)
	248 (51.7)
	120 (24.5)
	368 (38.2)

	Lohara

(58)
	3

(2.1)
	1

(0.7)
	4

(1.4)
	3

(2.1)
	-
	3

(1.1)
	1

(0.7)
	1

(0.7)
	2

(0.7)
	89 (61.0)
	69  (50.4)
	158 (55.9)

	Mahali

(48)
	2

(1.9)
	1

(1.1)
	3

(1.5)
	1

(1.0)
	-
	1

(0.5)
	-
	1

(1.1)
	1

(0.5)
	58 (56.1)
	29  (30.9)
	87  (44.7)

	Munda

(37)
	15

(16.7)
	13

(13.5)
	28

(15.4)
	5

(5.6)
	12

(12.5)
	17

(9.1)
	18

(20.0)
	16

(16.6)
	34

(18.3)
	83 (92.2)
	76  (79.2)
	159 (85.5)

	Oraon

(63)
	30

(19.0)
	28

(17.0)
	58

(18.0)
	19

(12.0)
	15

(9.1)
	34

(10.5)
	37

(23.4)
	22

(13.3)
	59

(18.3)
	152 (96.2)
	147 (89.1)
	299 (92.6)

	Santhal

(150)
	20

(6.5)
	8

(2.5)
	28

(4.4)
	2

(0.6)
	-
	2

(0.3)
	-
	1

(0.3)
	1

(0.2)
	203 (65.5)
	156 (47.9)
	359 (56.6)

	All 8 tribes

544
	96

(7.4)
	54

(4.1)
	150

(5.7)
	32

(2.5)
	31

(2.4)
	63

(2.4)
	60

(4.6)
	43

(3.2)
	103

(3.9)
	842 (64.8)
	603 (45.8)
	1445 (55.2)


· For the rural-based  Mahali, Santhal and  Ho  their percentage at different levels of education sharply declines from the secondary level onwards.  The overall GDI of the Santhal (0.738) is the least among them, followed by Mahali (0.548) and Ho (0.476).    Though Ho are at the bottom of scale, there are six graduates (four males and two females) among them.

West Bengal 

Coming to West Bengal, of those who have either an incomplete primary education or have completed primary education, as many as 53.9 percent are males and 41.7 percent are females with an overall percentage of 48.0 percent.  The gender disparity is 0.774.  At the  middle level of education, 8.5 percent male and 2.3 percent female have attained this level of education.  The gender disparity is markedly high at 0.270.

As we move up to the  secondary/sr. secondary level of education, 3.9 percent male and 1.9 percent female have attained this level of education.  The gender disparity is 0.486.

As for higher education, there are only  11 graduates from  in 557 households.  Of these 11 graduates, 9 are Santhal.  There is only one female Santhal in this category.

Like the Scheduled Castes of West Bengal, their literate population is insignificantly represented at levels of education above the primary/incomplete primary.  At the middle level they are 5.5 percent, at the secondary/sr. secondary level they are 2.9 percent and at the highest level only 0.5 percent.  Of the 56.8 percent total literates among the tribals in West Bengal, as large a number as 48 percent have done the primary/incomplete primary level of education.  The corresponding figure for the  Scheduled Castes is 49.8 percent out of 57.4 percent literates.

· At the level of individual tribes, the general pattern of higher concentration of the literates at the primary/incomplete primary level is almost uniformly reflected.  Also reflected is a generally low gender disparities  with the exception of the Lodha (0.532).  Among the Munda (1.087) and Bhumij (0.982) there is hardly any disparity.

Table 6.10:  Levels of education among the Scheduled Tribes  in  West Bengal
	Caste

(Households)
	Age 6 yrs +
	Incomplete primary
	Primary + incomeplete middle
	Middle + incomplete secondary

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Bhumij

(72)
	212
	191
	403
	102

(48.1)
	116

(60.7)
	218

(54.1)
	45

(21.2)
	14

(7.3)
	59

(14.6)
	26

(12.3)
	2

(1.0)
	28

(6.9)

	Lodha

(44)
	90
	79
	169
	22

(24.4)
	9

(11.4)
	31

(18.3)
	8

(8.9)
	5

(6.3)
	13

(7.7)
	4

(4.4)
	5

(6.3)
	9

(5.3)

	Mahali

(22)
	50
	46
	96
	24

(48.0)
	20

(43.5)
	44

(45.8)
	10

(20.0)
	2

(4.3)
	12

(12.5)
	2

(4.0)
	-
	2

(2.0)

	Munda

(22)
	46
	44
	90
	15

(32.6)
	22

(50.0)
	37

(41.1)
	10

(21.7)
	4

(9.1)
	14

(15.6)
	3

(6.5)
	1

(2.3)
	4

(4.4)

	Oraon

(78)
	189
	180
	369
	82

(43.4)
	60

(33.3)
	142

(38.5)
	32

(16.9)
	20

(11.1)
	52

(14.1)
	13

(6.9)
	5

(2.8)
	18

(4.9)

	Santhal

(298)
	698
	678
	1376
	247

(35.4)
	202

(29.8)
	449

(32.6)
	94

(13.5)
	38

(5.6)
	132

(9.6)
	62

(8.9)
	15

(2.2)
	77

(5.6)

	All 12 tribe

(557)
	1331
	1263
	2594
	513

(38.5)
	441

(34.9)
	954

(36.8)
	205

(15.4)
	86

(6.8)
	291

(11.2)
	113

(8.5)
	29

(2.3)
	142

(5.5)


	Caste

(Households)
	Secondary + incomplete H.school
	Sr.Secondary + incomplete college
	Graduate + post Grad.


	Total literates

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T

	1
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	Bhumij

(72)
	5

(2.4)
	-
	5

(1.2)
	2

(0.9)
	-
	2

(0.5)
	-
	-
	-
	180 (84.9)
	132 (69.1)
	312 (77.3)

	Lodha

(44)
	3

(3.3)
	2

(2.5)
	5

(3.0)
	2

(2.2)
	-
	2

(1.2)
	-
	-
	-
	39 (43.3)
	21 (26.6)
	60 (35.5)

	Mahali

(22)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	36 (72.0)
	22 (47.8)
	58 (60.4)

	Munda

(22)
	-
	-
	-
	2

(4.3)
	-
	2

(2.2)
	1

(2.2)
	-
	1

(1.1)
	31 (67.4)
	27 (61.4)
	58 (64.4)

	Oraon

(78)
	7

(3.7)
	8

(4.4)
	15

(4.1)
	2

(1.1)
	2

(1.1)
	4

(1.1)
	1

(0.5)
	-
	1

(0.3)
	137 (72.5)
	95 (52.8)
	232 (62.9)

	Santhal

(298)
	24

(3.4)
	10

(1.5)
	34

(2.4)
	5

(0.7)
	1

(0.1)
	6

(0.4)
	8

(1.1)
	1

(0.1)
	9

(0.7)
	440 (63.0)
	267 (39.4)
	707 (51.5)

	All 12 tribe

(557)
	39

(2.9)
	21

(1.7)
	60

(2.3)
	13

(1.0)
	3

(0.2)
	16

(0.6)
	10

(0.8)
	1

(0.1)
	11

(0.5)
	873 (67.2)
	581 (46.0)
	1474 (56.8)


· Within this overall pattern it is interesting to note that the Mahali comes next only to Bhumij and Munda, with 60.4 percent literates.  However, there is none who has gone beyond the middle level.  Even at the middle level they are the least with only 2 persons.  The gender disparity is low at 0.703.

Although the overall literacy rates among the Scheduled Tribes in Jharkhand and West Bengal seem to be at par.   We must remember that the urban weightage of Oraon and Munda in Jharkhand is quite high.  If we adjust for this factor in the  overall literacy rate of Scheduled Tribes, it is higher in West Bengal.  However, notwithstanding this  in Jharkhand from the secondary level upward is better.

Enrolment and Dropout :

     In our study, in addition to different levels of literacy and education we could also collect some valuable data on enrolment pattern at the level of elementary education, comprising primary and middle level school education.  We also sought to obtain data on those who are continuing after enrolment,  and those who dropped out. Finally, we sought to identify the main reasons for dropout.

Scheduled Castes

Bihar


Generally speaking taking into account all the nine castes with 392 households, the total total enrolment is 341 students, of which 232 are males, 109 females.  The average female enrolment ratio (females to total enrolment) is 32.0 percent.

Table-6.11: Enrolment and dropout at the level of elementary education (primary and middle  school) of the Scheduled Castes in  Bihar  (Age group 6-14 years)
	Caste

(Households)
	Enrolment
	Continuing

(%)
	Dropout

(%)
	Female 

Enrol-ment (%)

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	Chamar

(159)
	108
	54
	162
	 98

(90.7)
	49

(90.7)
	147

(90.7)
	10

(9.3)
	 5

(9.3)
	15

(9.3)
	33.3

	Chaupal

(29)
	20
	 4
	 24
	20

(100.0)
	4

(100.0)    
	24

(100.0)
	0


	0


	 0


	16.7

	Dusadh

(113)
	 68
	41
	109
	63

(92.6)
	39

(95.1)
	102

(93.6)
	 5

(7.4)
	 2

(4.9)
	 7

(6.4)
	37.6

	Musahar

(69)
	 11
	  2
	 13
	 5

(45.5)
	0


	 5

(38.5)
	6

(54.5)
	2

(100.0)
	 8

(61.5)
	15.4

	Dhobi

(8)
	10
	 3
	13
	     10

(100.0)
	3

(100.0)
	13

(100.0)
	0


	0


	0


	23.1



	All 9 castes (392)
	 232


	109
	 341
	209

(90.1)
	100

(91.7)
	309

(90.6)
	 23

(9.9)
	 9

(8.3)
	 32

(9.4)
	32.0


· For the Dhobi, out of eight households 13 have enrolled and all of them are continuing.  However, surprisingly even the Dhobi have a low female enrolment ratio of 23.1 percent.

· The Chaupal presents  a similar pattern with no dropout.  Out of 29 households, as many as 24 are enrolled with no dropouts.  Their female enrolment ratio is even lower at 16.7 percent.

· Both the Dusadh and the Chamar have very low percentage of dropouts (6.4% and 9.3% respectively).  Compared to others  both have reasonably good female enrolment ratio with 37.6 and 33.3 percent respectively.

· The condition of the Musahar seem to be worst.  Out of 69 households, only 13 have enrolled, of which 8  have dropped out (61.5 percent).  The only two females who enrolled have discontinued.

Jharkhand 

      As we move to the state of Jharkhand where the Chamar and the Dom are located in urban industrial town of Ranchi we observe a predictable pattern.

Table 6.12 :  Enrolment and dropout at the level of elementary education 

(primary and  middle  school) of the Scheduled Castes in  Jharkhand (Age group 6-14 years)

	Caste

(H.H)
	Enrolment
	Continuing 

(%)
	Dropout 

(%)
	Female 

Enrol-ment 

( %)

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	 7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	Chamar

(16)
	  8
	  9
	 17
	 8

(100.0)
	 5

(55.6)
	 13

(76.5)
	 0


	 4

(44.4)
	 4

(23.5)
	52.9

	Dom

(21)
	18
	15
	 33
	13

(72.2)
	8

 (53.3)   
	21

(63.6)
	5

(27.8)
	7

(46.7)
	12

(36.4)
	45.5

	All 7 castes  (56)
	33


	 30
	 63
	26

(78.8)
	  18

(60.0)
	 44

(69.8)
	 7

(21.2)
	   12

(40.0)
	 19

(30.2)
	47.6


· All the seven castes in Jharkhand with 56 households in both rural and urban areas have a total enrolment of 63 students.  Of these, 44 students (69.8%) are continuing.  The overall female enrolment ratio demonstrates near gender parity (47.1%).

· Coming to Chamar, we find 17 students enrolled from 16 households with 13 (76.5%)  continuing.  The female enrolment ratio of 52.9 percent indicates an enthusiasm for female education where the number of female enrolment exceeds male enrolment 

      As evident from a 44.4 percent dropout, this enthusiasm is not sustained.  
Among the Dom,  we find as many as 33 students have enrolled from 21 households.  However, as compared to the Chamar where all the dropouts are females, among  the Dom, the dropouts are from both males and females with higher percentage of the  latter  (46.7%).  The female enrolment ratio of 45.5 percent reflects an eagerness for female education.

West Bengal 

      In the state of West Bengal, all the twenty castes with 443 households have enrolled 472 students.  The dropout rate is higher than in Bihar with 27.2 percent.  When it comes to female enrolment  it is substantially better than in Bihar at 42.2 percent.

Table 6.13:   Enrolment and dropout at the level of elementary education (primary and  middle school) of the Scheduled Castes in  West  (Age group 6-14)

	Caste

(House-holds)
	Enrolment
	Continuing 

(%)
	Dropout 

(%)
	Female 

Enrol-ment %

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	Bagdi

(65)
	 33
	 16
	 49
	 23

(69.7)
	11

(68.8)
	 34

(69.4)
	10

(30.3)
	 5

(31.2)
	15

(30.6)
	32.7

	Bauri

(47)
	42
	 17
	 59
	20

(47.6)
	14

(82.4)    
	34

(57.6)
	22

(52.4)
	3

(17.6)
	 25

(42.4)
	28.8

	Bhuiya

(30)
	 17
	 14
	 31
	12

(70.6)
	12

(85.7)
	24

(77.4)
	       5

(29.4)
	 2

(14.3)
	 7

(22.6)
	45.2

	Chamar

(48)
	 24
	 23
	 47
	18

(75.0)
	13

(56.5)
	31

(66.0)
	6

(25.0)
	10

(43.5)
	16

(34.0)
	48.9

	Dhobi

(34)
	21
	 25
	46
	     20

(95.2)
	23

(92.0)
	43

(93.5)
	1

(4.8)
	2

(8.0)
	3

(6.5)
	54.3



	  Dom 

    (20)
	12


	  8
	20
	 11

(91.7)
	6

(75.0)
	17

(85.0)
	1

(8.3)
	 2

(25.0)
	 3

(15.0)
	40.0

	Kami

(23)
	26
	 14
	40
	 17

(65.4)
	12

(85.7)
	29

(72.5)
	9

(34.6)
	 2

(14.3)
	11

(27.5)
	35.0

	Konai

(21)
	 4
	 4
	 8
	0

(100.0)
	2   (50.0) 
	2

(25.0)
	4

(100.0)
	2

(50.0)
	 6

(75.0)
	50.0

	Mal

(70)
	35
	 31
	66
	23

(65.7)
	23

(74.2)
	46

(69.7)
	    12

(34.3)
	 8

(25.8)
	20

(30.3)
	47.0

	Patni

(30)
	16
	  8
	24
	 10  (62.5)
	3

(37.5)
	13

(54.2)
	6

(37.5)
	5

(62.5)
	11

(45.8)
	33.3

	Sarki

(30)
	20
	28
	48
	     16

(80.0)
	26

(92.9)
	42

(87.5)
	4

(20.0)
	2

(7.1)
	6

(12.5)
	58.3



	All 20 castes (392)
	274


	200
	474
	191

(69.7)
	154

(77.0)
	345

(72.8)
	 83

(30.7)
	46

(23.0)
	 129

(27.2)
	42.2


· 
We find substantially high level of enrolment amongst the Kami (40 students in 23 households), the Sarki (48 students in 30 households), the Dhobi (46 students in 34 households) and the Bauri (59 students in 47 households).

· 
We find comparatively lower enrolment among the Bagdi (49 students in 65 households), the Patni (24 students in 30 households), with the lowest among the Konai (8 students in 21 households).

· The dropout is the least amongst the Dhobi (6.5%) followed by the Sarki (12.5%), the Dom (15.0 %), the Bhuiya (22.6%), and the Kami (27.5 %).

· The female enrolment ratio is highest amongst the Sarki (58.3%) and the Dhobi (54.3%) followed by the Chamar (48.9 %), Mal (47.0%), the Bhuiyan (45.2%).  This demonstrates much larger range of castes in West Bengal displaying very high level of consciousness for female education.

· The relatively high rate of dropout may reflect the discontinuity at primary and middle level consistent with our analysis of levels of education  in West Bengal.  It may be noted that while the dropout rate in Bihar is 9.4 percent,  the same time relative enrolment of students per household is much less than in West Bengal.

Scheduled Castes

Jharkhand 

     Moving into the tribal belt of Jharkhand, we have an enrolment  of 540 students from 544 households spread among eight tribal communities.  Of those enrolled, 78.1 percent are continuing their education.  The female enrolment ratio is quite satisfactory at 45.0 percent.

Table- 6.14:  Enrolment and dropout at the level of elementary education (primary and   middle school) of the Scheduled Tribes in Jharkhand

	Tribe

(House-holds)
	Enrolment
	Continuing 

(%)
	Dropout

( %)


	Female 

Enrol-ment (%)

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	Ho

(184)
	105
	 50
	155
	 88

(83.8)
	36

(72.0)
	124

(80.0)
	17

(16.2)
	14

(28.0)
	31

(20.0)
	32.3

	Lohara

(58)
	36
	 39
	 75
	24

(66.7)
	22

(56.4)    
	46

(61.3)
	12

(33.3)
	17

(43.6)
	 29

(38.7)
	52.0

	Mahali

(48)
	 29
	 14
	 43
	25

(86.2)
	11

(78.6)
	36

(83.7)
	       4

(13.8)
	 3

(21.4)
	 7

(16.3)
	32.6

	Munda

(37)
	19
	14
	33
	18   (94.7)
	13  (92.9)
	 31   (93.9)
	       1     (5.3)
	 1  (7.1)  
	2     (6.1
	42.4

	Oraon     (63)
	27
	42
	69
	23     (85.2)
	35   (83.3)
	58     (84.1)
	       4      (14.8)
	7   (16.7)
	11   (15.9)
	60.9

	Santhal   (150)
	76
	82
	158
	62    (81.6)
	61  (74.4)
	123  (77.8)
	     14     (18.4)
	21   (25.6)
	35   (22.2)
	51.9

	All 8 tribes (544)
	297
	243
	540
	243   (81.8)
	179  (73.7)
	422   (78.1)
	     54    (18.2)
	64  (26.3)
	118  (21.9)
	45.0


· At the outset we can single out Oraon, Munda and Lohara who are  largely located in Ranchi.  Amongst these three, the dropout is the lowest among the Munda with 6.1 percent, followed by the Oraon with 15.9 percent, and surprisingly it is the highest among the Lohara with 38.7 percent.  In fact it is the highest among all sample STs of Jharkhand.  When we examine the enrolment ratio it is female centric among the Oraon with 60.9 percent, extremely good among the Lohara with 52.0 percent, and  lower ( 42.2%) among the Munda.

· Among the rural-based communities of Ho, Santhal,  and Mahali, the dropout rate is the lowest among the Mahali with 16.3 percent, followed by Ho with 20.0 percent and the Santhal with 22.2 percent.  However it has to be noted that the overall enrolment of students among the Ho is the lowest (155 in 184 households).

· Although the Lohara have the highest dropouts, their enrolment status is the best (75 students in 58 households).  This indicates the definite urge for education with a very high female enrolment rate but a compulsion to withdraw from education at an early age.

West Bengal 

     As we move to West Bengal, the pattern of enrolment and dropout among the Scheduled Tribes shows a similarity with that of  Scheduled Castes  in West Bengal, in terms of high enrolment of students (594 students in 557 households).  The dropout rate (22.4%) is somewhat lower than among the Scheduled Castes (27.2%), with a marginally  lower female enrolment  at 40.7 percent than its Scheduled Castes counterpart  (42.2%).

Table-6.15:  Enrolment and dropout at the level of elementary education 

                     (primary  and middle school) of the Scheduled Tribes in West  

                     Bengal (age group  6-14    years)

	Tribe

(House-holds)
	Enrolment
	Continuing 

(%)
	Dropout 

(%)
	Female 

Enrol- ment (%)

	
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M
	F
	T
	M

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11

	Bhumij   

(72)
	50
	48
	98
	35   (70.0)
	39   (81.3)
	74    (75.5)
	15      (30.0)
	9    (18.7)
	24   (24.5)
	49.0

	Lodha 

    (44)
	16
	3
	19
	8     (50.0)
	2    (66.7)
	10      (52.6)
	8     (50.0)
	1    (33.3)
	9   (47.4)
	15.8

	Mahali     (22)
	16
	14
	30
	13    (81.3)
	10    (71.4)
	23      (76.7)
	3       (18.7)
	4    (28.6)
	7     (23.3)
	46.7

	Munda 

   (22)
	11
	15
	26
	8      (72.7)
	9    (60.0)
	17      (65.4)
	3      (27.3)
	6     (40.0)
	9     (34.6)
	57.7

	Oraon 

    (78)
	52
	44
	96
	43    (82.7)
	37    (84.1)
	80      (83.3)
	9      (17.3)
	7    (15.9)  
	16   (16.7)
	45.8

	Santhal    (298)
	195
	108
	303
	157   (80.5)
	86    (79.6)
	243   (80.2)
	38    (19.5)
	22   (20.4)
	60    (19.8)
	35.6

	All 12 tribes (557)
	352
	242
	594
	272   (77.3)
	189  (78.1)
	461  (77.6)
	80     (22.7)
	53    (21.9)
	133   (22.4)
	40.7


· When we move to individual tribes we find that the dropout rate is the lowest among the Oraon (16.7 %), followed  by the Santhal (19.8%), Mahali (23.3%) and the Bhumij (24.5%).

· The dropout rate is high among the Munda with (34.6%) and the highest among the Lodha (47.4%).

· It is interesting whilst the Munda have high dropout rate, their female enrolment ratio is female centric (57.7%).

· The Bhumij with 49.0 percent, the Mahali with 46.7 percent and the Oraon with 45.8 percent is very satisfactory to high levels of female enrolment.

· Surprisingly, among the Santhal female enrolement  is relatively low at 35.6 percent. 

· The Lodha stand with the lowest total enrolment, highest dropouts and lowest female enrolment  of 15.8 percent.

Reasons for dropout

      While searching for reasons as perceived by the households we have not gone into their distribution with respect to individual castes systematically, except for highlighting some instances.  This is because quantitatively the  number of dropouts per caste is not substantially large.  It is only at the  aggregate  state level that the patterns make some sense.

          We are basically trying to identify certain economic (affordability, compulsion for child labour), domestic (sibling care, household duties) and other reasons (health, indifference) which have been generally cited as reasons for dropout.

      When we observe the reasons for dropout  amongst the Scheduled Castes  in Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal, a  pattern emerges.
Scheduled Caste

Bihar

The  predominant reason cited by the Scheduled Castes in Bihar is  affordability (75.0%) for pursing studies at the elementary level.  Associated with this is the compulsion to earn as child labour (37.5%). Household duties (28.1%) and sibling care (25.0%) also figure as reasons which cannot be discounted.

Table-6.16:  Reasons for dropouy among the Scheduled Castes in Bihar
	Caste (H.hold)
	Total
	Economic
	Domestic
	Other

	
	Enrol ment
	Drop out
	Afford ability
	Child labour
	Sibling care
	H.hold duties
	Health
	Indiffer ence

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	Chamar    (159)
	162
	15
	13
	1
	2
	1
	1
	1

	Chupal (29)
	24 
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil

	Dusadh (113)
	109
	7
	5
	5
	Nil
	2
	1
	Nil

	Musahar (69)
	13
	8
	4
	4
	4
	4
	1
	Nil

	Dhobi (8)
	13
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil

	All 9 Caste (392)
	341
	32 
	   24 (75.0)
	   12 (37.5)
	    8 (25.0)
	    9 (28.1)
	   3  (9.4)
	   1 

(3.1)


      Now highlighting some pattern at the level of individual castes, among the Chamar affordability is the predominant factor; among the Dusadh both affordability and child labour provide the compulsion; and in the case of Musahar it is the whole range of factors, including affordability, child labour, sibling care and household duties.  The multiple compulsions of the Musahar indicate small number of enrolment (13 students).  Only the Chaupal and Dhobi in Bihar register no dropout.

    Jharkhand      

     As we move to Jharkhand household duties (52.6%) becomes the consspicuous reason.  The factor of affordability is not insignificant (36.8%).  It is interesting that the compulsion of household duties as well as affordibility is entirely concentrated among the Chamar and the Dom who constitute 37 out of 56 households.  It means that none of the rural households of Jharkhand cite affordability and household duties, and for that matter, compulsion of child labour, sibling care or health as reasons for dropout.  The only reason  cited by the two Scheduled Caste households of Jharkhand is indifference.

Table 6.17:  Reasons for dropout among the Scheduled Castes in Jharkhand

	Caste (H.H)
	Total
	Economic
	Domestic
	Other

	
	Enrol

ment
	Drop

Out
	Afford

ability
	Child

Labour
	Sibling

care
	H.hold

duties
	Health
	Indiffer

ence

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)

	Chamar

(16)
	17
	4
	2
	Nil
	Nil
	2
	Nil
	Nil

	Dom

(21)
	33
	12
	4
	Nil
	Nil
	8
	Nil
	Nil

	All 7 

Castes

(56)
	63
	19
	7

(36.8%)
	Nil
	Nil
	I0

(52.6%)
	Nil
	2

(10.5%)


Significantly amongst the Dom, household duties weigh heavily whilst affordability is no less significant a reason.  This may be attributed to be higher cost of living index in Ranchi.

West Bengal

      As we  move to West Bengal, interestingly enough, indifference is cited as the reason in the case of 70 dropouts (54.3%).  Close to that is the factor of affordibility (49.6%).  The compulsion for child labour is cited in the case of 46 dropouts (35.7%). Whilst in 34 cases (36.4%) household duties come in the way.  

Table-6.18:  Reasons fir dropout among  the Scheduled Castes in West 

                     Bengal

	Caste

(H.hold)
	Total
	Economic
	Domestic
	Other

	
	Enrol

ment
	Drop

out
	Afford

Ability
	Child

labour
	Sibling

care
	Household

duty
	Health
	Indiffere

nce

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)

	Bagdi

(65)
	49
	15
	2
	2
	1
	4
	Nil
	6

	Bauri

(47)
	59
	25
	9
	12
	Nil
	Nil
	1
	9

	Bhuiyan

(30)
	31
	7
	6
	3
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil

	Chamar

(48)
	47
	16
	9
	4
	1
	6
	Nil
	8

	Dhoba

(34)
	46
	3
	1
	1
	Nil
	Nil
	Nil
	1

	Dom

(20)
	20
	3
	2
	1
	1
	Nil
	Nil
	3

	Kami

(23)
	40
	11
	6
	4
	1
	5
	Nil
	10

	Konai

(21)
	8
	6
	4
	2
	Nil
	4
	Nil
	5

	Mal

(70)
	66
	26
	8
	7
	8
	12
	Nil
	15

	Patni

(30)
	24
	11
	8
	4
	Nil
	2
	Nil
	6

	Sarki

(30)
	48
	6
	2
	4
	4
	1
	Nil
	6

	All 20

Castes

(443)
	474
	129
	64

(49.6%)
	46

(35.7%)
	17

(13.2%)
	34

(26.4%)
	1

(0.8)
	70

(54.3%)


Note:  Since a single dropout can give more than one reason the summeriation of each         

           percentage which is calculated with respect to tatal dropouts, will not add up to 

           percent.

· In West Bengal, significantly `affordability' and `indifference' figure prominantly as reasons for dropout amongst the  Chamar, Kami,  Konai and the Patni.  Amongst the Bagdi and Sarki, the `indifference' factor is cited  more than  `affordability'.  Amongst the Bauri, the `child labour' factor is predominant.  Amongst the Mal the reason cited most is `indifference', followed by `household duties', affordability, `sibling care' and `child labour'.

· The Konai like the Musahar in Bihar face problems like indifference, affordability, household compulsions and  child labour even when its enrolment is  very poor.  One conspicuous feature among the Scheduled Castes in all the three States is that  health is not cited as a reason for dropout.

     We note that in the case of Bihar and West Bengal there is a broad band of reasons.  What is significant is citing `indifference' by the highest number as the cause for  dropout among the Scheduled Castes of  West Bengal.

Scheduled Tribes

Jharkhand

      Amongst the Scheduled Tribes of Jharkhand  `affordability' (61.9%), followed by `indifference' (42.4%), compulsion for `child labour' (39.8%), and `household duties' (20.0%) are the  reasons cited for dropouts.

Table 6.19: Reasons for dropout among  the Scheduled Tribes in  Jharkhand

	Caste

(H.hold)
	Total
	Economic
	Domestic
	Other

	
	Enrol

Ment
	Drop

Outs
	Afford

ability
	Child

labour
	Sibling

care
	Household

Duty
	Health
	Indiffer

nce

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)

	Ho      (184)
	  155
	   31
	   21
	   12
	    1
	   NIL
	  NIL
	    23

	Lohara  (58)
	    75
	   29
	   17
	   12
	    2
	     4
	  NIL
	      5

	Mahali (22)
	    43
	     7
	    5
	     2
	   NIL
	   NIL
	  NIL
	   NIL

	Munda (22)
	    33
	     2
	    2
	   NIL
	   NIL
	   NIL
	  NIL
	   NIL

	Oran  (63)
	    69
	   11
	    8
	     3
	   NIL
	     1
	  NIL
	   NIL

	Santhal (150)
	  158
	   35
	  18
	   18
	    9
	   21
	     3
	   21

	All 9 tribes (544)
	  540
	 118
	  73   (61.9%)
	   47   (39.8%)
	  12   (10.2%)
	   26        (20.0%)
	     3  (2.5%)
	   50  (42.4%)


· We must remember that the Oraon and the Munda are entirely  urban-based while the Lohara have a few households in rural areas.  Considering this, the dropout among the Oraon is substantial while that of the Lohara is quite high.  Among the Oraon, affordability is the only reason cited. However, the Lohara also have domestic reasons and the factor of indifference.

· With  the Santhal  indifference, household duties, affordability and child labour figure as important constraints leading to dropout.

· Amongst the Ho, indifference, affordability and compulsion to child labour are significant reasons for dropout.

West Bengal

     Compared to Jharkhand, in West Bengal `indifference' figures as the most important reason for dropout  (67.7%), followed by `affordability' (50.4%), `compulsion' for child labour (38.8%), `household duties' (30.0%) and sibling care (24.1%).  

Table 6.20: Reasons for dropouts among  the Scheduled Tribes in  West 

                    Bengal

	Caste

(H.hold)
	Total
	Economic
	Domestic
	Other

	
	Enrol

ment
	Drop

outs
	Afford

Ability
	Child

labour
	Sibling

care
	Household

Duty
	Health
	Indiffere-

nce

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)

	Bhumij      (72)
	    98
	   24
	    3
	    3
	   NIL
	     3
	  NIL
	    15

	Lodha   (44)
	    19
	     9
	    7
	    5
	   NIL
	     2
	  NIL
	      8

	Mahali  (22)
	    30
	     7
	    5
	    2
	     2
	     1
	    1
	      7

	Munda  (22)
	    26
	     9
	    9
	    6
	     6
	   NIL
	  NIL
	      9

	Oran     (78)
	    96
	   16
	  10
	    4
	     9
	     4
	  NIL
	    14

	Santhal (298)
	  303
	   60
	  27
	   15
	   12
	   29
	  NIL
	    34

	All 12 tribes (557)
	  594
	 133
	  67   (50.4%)
	   45   (38.8%)
	   32   (24.1%)
	   40        (30.0%)
	    1  (0.8%)
	    90  (67.7%)


· The `affordability', `child labour' and `household duties'  as reasons for dropout, figure least among the Bhumij while `indifference' figures prominantly.  

· As for the Munda and the Oraon we find a broad range of factors including `indifference', `affordability', sibling care and `compulsion'  for `child labours'.  

· The Santhal too have multiple factors like `indifference', household duties, affordability, child labour and sibling care.  

· Finally, the Lodha with low enrolment suffer from `indifference', `affordability', `child labour' and also `household duties'.  Significantly the range of factors operating among the Scheduled Tribes in West Bengal is more than in  Jharkhand.
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